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			Advance Praise for In the Name of My Father

			“The flame of liberty and equality finds its echo in Ahmad Massoud’s book. This compelling account offers not just insight into Afghanistan’s struggle for democracy but also serves as a beacon of hope for all who cherish freedom.”

			—Nicolas Sarkozy, Former President of France

			 

			“Ahmad Massoud’s memoir is a compelling narrative that doesn’t just speak to the struggle of Afghanistan’s people but to the global fight against terrorism. This book serves as a clarion call to recognize that our liberty is bound together—what happens in Afghanistan echoes across the world.”

			—Joe Lieberman, Former US Senator

			 

			“Ahmad Massoud is a key leader in Afghanistan’s resistance against the Taliban repression. His book on the emerging opposition should be required reading for all those who hope to reverse the catastrophic US deal with the Taliban in 2020 or the withdrawal of US and NATO forces in 2021.”

			—John Bolton, Former Ambassador and Former US National Security Advisor

			 

			“Ahmad Massoud, son of the renowned Afghan freedom fighter Ahmad Shah Massoud, ‘the Lion of the Panjshir,’ tenaciously carries on his father’s fight for a free and moderate Afghanistan. In this very personal account, he argues that past mistakes can be overcome and outlines a renewed vision of Afghanistan’s future. Let’s hope this marks the beginning of a fresh, lively, and many-sided discussion leading to practical results and a new Afghanistan.”

			—S. Frederick Starr, Author of Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia’s Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane

			 

			“Ahmad Massoud has given us a vivid portrayal of the ongoing struggle for liberty in Afghanistan. Readers will understand better the Afghan peoples’ deep-rooted desire for basic human rights, rule of law, and representative government. Massoud and other Afghan leaders who continue to fight for the freedom of the Afghan people and against the terrorists who rule Afghanistan through fear and brutality deserve our support. We might begin by reading and sharing this story.”

			—H. R. McMaster, Lt. Gen. US Army (ret.) and Author of Dereliction of Duty and Battlegrounds: Johnson, McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Lies that Led to Vietnam
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			I dedicate this book to the women and youth of Afghanistan, who have shown extraordinary will, courage, and resilience in their struggle for a free and democratic Afghanistan.

		

	
		
			FOREWORD

			By Peter Bergen

			Much of Afghanistan’s history over the past four decades, and even the events of 9/11, were in some senses reflective of the ideological and military struggles between Osama bin Laden and Ahmad Shah Massoud. Not only was there personal enmity between the two men going back to the 1980s, but they were also both representative of the ideological civil war that has taken place in the Muslim world between those like bin Laden, who want to install Taliban-style theocracies from Indonesia to Morocco, and those like Massoud, who espouse a more moderate form of Islamism and an orientation to the West.

			As Ahmad Massoud makes clear in this book, his father’s legacy of moderate Islamism that is friendly to the West continues to live on in the hearts of many Afghans, even if the Taliban are now back in power in Afghanistan.

			In 2020, the Trump administration negotiated the complete US withdrawal from Afghanistan that gave the Taliban the total victory they could never win on the battlefield, while the Biden administration went through with this deeply flawed plan. Retired US General David Petraeus, who formerly commanded US troops in Afghanistan, told me that the deal with the Taliban “ranks with the worst diplomatic agreements in our history. We gave the Taliban what they wanted: We’re leaving. The only thing we got in return was a promise they wouldn’t attack us on the way out.”

			President Joe Biden became the second successive president to botch Afghanistan policy when he went ahead and carried out the deal Trump’s team negotiated, leading to the disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.1

			Biden’s top military adviser, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs General Mark Milley, told Biden that unless the US kept a small military force in Afghanistan—at the time, around 2,500 troops—the Afghan military would collapse, paving the way for a Taliban victory.2 Biden, who had long been a skeptic of the war in Afghanistan, ignored this sound advice and, on April 14, 2021, announced the withdrawal of all US forces.3

			On August 15, 2021, the Taliban marched into Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul.4 Since then, they have banned women from jobs and have not allowed girls over the age of twelve to return to school.5 Afghanistan is the only country in the world that has suspended girls from school and women from universities.

			The Taliban have also provided haven to around twenty terrorist groups, including al-Qaeda, according to a UN report that was released in 2020. As the US military rushed for the exits in the summer of 2021, seventy thousand armored vehicles and more than one hundred helicopters were left behind, an arsenal worth an estimated $8.5 billion, according to the UN.

			What was lost? In the two decades before the Taliban takeover, Afghanistan had made striking progress6 in reducing child mortality, providing jobs for women and schools for girls, nurturing scores of independent media outlets, and holding regular, if flawed, presidential elections. That is all long gone.

			On the Taliban’s respect for other ethnic Afghan groups: There is no evidence that the Taliban are creating an “inclusive”7 government as their leaders claimed they would.8 Pashtuns make up almost all the leadership of the Taliban,9 while other ethnic groups in Afghanistan such as the Hazaras, Tajiks, and Uzbeks are almost entirely excluded from leadership roles.

			On their respect for democracy: The Taliban, conveniently, don’t believe in elections. Instead, they are a theocracy; their leader is known as the “Commander of the Faithful,” a title that claims he is the leader of all Muslims.10

			Why Biden went through with the withdrawal deal is still something of a puzzle, since there was no large constituency in the Democratic Party clamoring for an exit from Afghanistan. Meanwhile, a small contingent of US forces—2,500 troops—was keeping the elected government of Afghanistan from a Taliban takeover.11

			When those US troops were stationed in Afghanistan at the beginning of 2021, none of Afghanistan’s thirty-four provincial capitals were in the hands of the Taliban, but by the time these troops were all withdrawn in the summer of 2021, the Taliban had seized all of those provincial capitals.

			Today, the Taliban are international pariahs that no country recognizes as the legitimate government of Afghanistan. Adding to their estrangement from the rest of the world, fifty-eight Taliban officials have been sanctioned by the UN. Of these, thirty-five hold cabinet-level positions in the de facto Afghan government.12

			The one relationship that is doing quite well in Afghanistan is the Taliban’s alliance with al-Qaeda. According to the report by the UN released in June, an estimated four hundred al-Qaeda fighters live in Afghanistan. Some members of the terrorist group have even received appointments in the Taliban administration as well as monthly “welfare payments” from the Taliban, according to the UN.13 Afghan Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani, holds one of the most powerful posts in the Taliban’s de facto government and is a member of al-Qaeda’s leadership council, according to the UN. Haqqani is also on the FBI’s most-wanted list and has a $5 million reward on his head.14

			Taliban 2.0 was a mirage, and the Taliban today is Taliban 1.0 with one major difference: they are far better armed than the Taliban that ruled over most of Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001. Now they ride into battle with American armored vehicles and M-16 rifles that were left behind as the US military rushed for the exits last summer.15 And the Taliban are today armed to the teeth thanks to the stockpile of arms that was left behind as the US and other NATO forces withdrew from Afghanistan. That arsenal consists of seventy thousand armored vehicles, twenty assault aircraft, more than one hundred helicopters and around half a million rounds of ammunition, according to the UN, and is worth an estimated $8.5 billion—more than the defense budgets of many European countries.16

			The Taliban are running a profoundly incompetent theocratic state that is a magnet for many jihadist groups. And we all know how that can end.

			Hopefully, Afghan leaders like Ahmad Massoud can be part of an Afghan future that removes the Taliban from power.

			 

			Peter Bergen

			National Security Analyst, CNN
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			PREFACE

			By Olivier Weber

			At just thirty-four years of age, Ahmad Massoud, son of Commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, embodies the hopes of an entire people, as well as part of humanity—not only in Afghanistan and Central Asia, but also throughout the Muslim community, which is one-and-a-half billion strong worldwide.

			He is heir to the battles waged by his father, the famous Lion of Panjshir and charismatic figure of the resistance against the Soviets, who was assassinated on September 9, 2001. Ahmad has taken up the challenge of fighting the worst kind of totalitarianism, that of the soul.

			Since the fall, on August 15, 2021, of the capital Kabul, which he left at the last moment to take refuge in the high valley and then in Central Asia, he has launched a front of resistance in Afghanistan, rightly believing that the Taliban organization is an obscurantist form of organized crime and represents a threat to the country and a global danger. He therefore called for a global fight against Islamist fanaticism, whose standard-bearers are not only the Taliban but also al-Qaeda and Islamic State militants. This is also why a number of terrorist organizations with a strong presence in Afghanistan and this part of the world have put a price on Ahmad Massoud’s head.

			I met Ahmad Massoud at his father’s funeral in the Panjshir Valley in mid-September 2001, a few days after the World Trade Center bombings were perpetrated by al-Qaeda henchmen with the help of numerous accomplices both from in the region and in Europe. Since then, he has matured, studied, traveled, and reflected on the situation of his country, the region, and the Arab-Muslim world. Trained at the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, then at King’s College London, he wanted to devote his life to his childhood passion: astronomy. Fate and he himself decided otherwise.

			When we met up again years later, he had already vowed to devote his life to the fight he is waging today and to gradually revive the “spirit of Panjshir,” the sum total of democratic, pluralist values in favor of women’s rights, education, and emancipation, which set him apart from countries where women have little or no future. He is convinced that a society cannot grow if women are enslaved and relegated to the sole role of reproducers or house slaves. As he puts it, he wants to “pick up where my father left off” and convince the rest of the world of the perils of Islamic fanaticism: a message that the West has failed to heed.

			Ahmad Massoud, who very quickly rose from the status of exiled student to that of anti-fundamentalist icon, is certainly perpetuating the work of the Lion of Panjshir, but above all he is renewing it. He knows that the fate of other people is at stake in his country, with the henchmen of Daesh and the Taliban engaged in terrorist one-upmanship.

			Terrorism is threatening us more than ever, particularly from Afghanistan, which has once again become the breeding ground for radical Islamism, with supporters who have only one idea: to export it. Ahmad Massoud calls for a national uprising, a union with civil resistance, including women’s resistance. He refuses to resign himself to the worst, the victory of barbarism. “Afghanistan can still be saved,” he never ceases to proclaim, from his refuges in Central Asia or during his stopovers in Western countries, in order to interest the international community in the cause he has been assiduously defending for several years now. His credo: never give up on freedom, on Afghanistan’s sovereignty, on democracy, on the equality between men and women that the country has enjoyed for years.

			“The fight against obscurantism,” he writes, “is a global cause that must concern us all.” Patiently, he established contacts with leaders, especially in Europe and the United States. His message of tolerance in favor of a rational Islam, his fight for human rights, which he shares with the West, and his geopolitical vision of Afghanistan—and beyond, of the whole of Central Asia—have convinced many heads of state and foreign ministers.

			The Arab-Muslim world will now have to come to terms with this new emblematic figure of resistance and the fight against Islamic fundamentalism. And listen to his message of peace.

			Twenty years after the Lion of Panjshir, the new Commander Massoud, who, like his father, is passionate about literature and poetry, launches the same appeal with his followers and symbolizes the same hope, beyond borders:

			The hope for a world free of terrorism and Islamic extremism.

			The hope of an Ummah, the community of believers, that would finally reject the radical Islam that Ahmad Massoud considers to be anti-Islam.

			The hope of a “spirit of resistance” that opposes the dictatorship of bodies and minds, whether it comes from secular barbarism or theocracy.

			This universal struggle carries a philosophical and spiritual message that continues from his father.

			In these pages, Ahmad Massoud recounts the story of a life already well lived, evokes his vision of the future of his country, and recounts the story of his father’s life, his struggles for respect for human rights, and his advocacy of a tolerant Islam, far removed from sectarian ideologies. He recounts unpublished facts about his father’s destiny. Above all, he tells us the meaning of his commitment.

			His testimony is essential and salutary. It’s a magnificent ode to freedom.

			 

			Olivier Weber

			French writer, novelist, and reporter

		

	
		
			ON A DARK NIGHT

			On the night of August 13 to 14, 2021, I’m sitting in my house in the Wazir Akbar Khan district of central Kabul, and I know that the city is going to fall. I’ve known it for months, for two years even.

			And my predictions will come true.

			The Taliban are at the gates of Afghanistan’s capital, but they’ve been in power for a long time now, under the noses of leaders who don’t seem to care, if they haven’t been accomplices.

			It’s as if everything was expected, as if everything was written.

			Kabul, on such a dark night, seems very quiet. Either the city is preparing for a final battle, or it is impassive in the face of the collapse of the last defensive lines set up by Afghanistan’s army—well, what’s left of it. I have a feeling that the Taliban terrorists will be entering the capital tomorrow, after having penetrated its suburbs. I have a feeling that extremist tyranny will once again descend on our people like a leaden blanket in record time, contrary to what many Western leaders—and Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani—believe. It’s all happened very quickly, in fact, since American soldiers quietly evacuated the Bagram air base on the night of July 4, the US national holiday. The next day, at dawn, a unit of Afghanistan’s National Army, barely aware of this departure, found that the base had been completely emptied of its occupants and most of the military equipment left behind, as if meant to feed those preparing to take power in Kabul. This brutal abandonment was a signal to the Taliban that they could begin their rampage around the capital with foreign terrorists, auxiliaries of many intelligence services of different countries. Despite this, Americans, diplomats, and Western analysts continued to believe that the city would hold.

			My advisors and helpers are now aware of the peril. Foreign intelligence services believe that the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan can survive six months after the departure of the last foreign soldier. But we know very well that this timeframe is seriously over-estimated. As if it were necessary to play the comedy to the end, to make the international opinion believe that the baton of relay between the Westerners and the legitimate authorities of Afghanistan could be passed…

			Yet all the indicators have been in the red for weeks and months.

			  

			First, there was the fall of the northern provinces into terrorist hands, including Badakhshan, the rear-front of the resistance led by my father, Ahmad Shah Massoud, hero of the war against the Soviets and then against the Taliban and al-Qaeda. Then came the capture of the eleven main border crossings by the terrorists. The Taliban, with the help of regional advisors, focused their objective on these two points: the capture of the northern regions and control of the borders, before ordering the final assault on the capital.

			The night is barely cool in midsummer, despite the location of Kabul, set on seven hills at an altitude of 1,800 meters and bordered in the distance by the Hindu Kush mountains. If the course of history was being turned upside down, my own destiny was also about to undergo a dramatic upheaval. For the past two years, I have been trying, with my supporters, to rally whole provinces to the cause of freedom. Despite the risks, I have crisscrossed the provinces and besieged regions, by helicopter or 4x4, to meet young people, clerics and religious scholars, intellectuals, women, local politicians and maliks, the village chiefs. I made a point of going to the most remote places, so as not to overlook anyone, any ethnic group, social, or professional category. The Taliban, al-Qaeda henchmen, and Daesh terrorist networks threatened anyone on the road or in the villages, but my bodyguards protected me. So did God.

			Some of my father’s companions were previously assassinated, including General Mohammad Daoud, deputy minister in Hamid Karzai’s government, General Abdul Rahman Sayedkhili, Kunduz province’s police chief, and President Burhanuddin Rabbani, before many of my relatives, friends, advisors, and soldiers suffered the same fate. But I must persevere. If the risk proves too great, I change my route and rearrange the schedule. Death has become a necessary partner in my life. I continue on my path, which nothing can derail. At every step, I measure the enthusiasm raised by hopes in the resistance and in our will to fight against injustice, oppression, corruption and compromise. As I have seen on previous tours of the provinces, the vast majority of Afghanistan’s people reject the extremist ideology of the Taliban and are fed up with being crushed by misfortune.

			“We want to defend our dignity, our honor, and our people! The time has come for the followers of my father, Commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, this fighter for peace, to usher in a new era. The old and the young are the second fighting force. They are the resistance! But they need military equipment to fight alongside the country’s army.” Even in the districts targeted by the Taliban, the welcome was warm, but also worried. Each time, I sensed the determination of these men to fight and their desire to remain free, to counter the growing power of the extremists—and their deep and real desire to establish a democratic government.

			  

			But the skies have darkened over the past two years, when the US government, by sidelining the government of Afghanistan from the talks, decided to negotiate directly, in Qatar, with the Taliban—who didn’t deserve such political legitimacy and who were put on a pedestal for reasons we still don’t understand. The man in charge, President Ashraf Ghani, has put obstacles in my way for the past two years, particularly during my visits to the provinces, when he has gone so far as to forbid some of my men from visiting the provinces.

			As head of the armed forces, he has helped to considerably reduce their strength and fighting spirit in the face of the Taliban, whose despotic project is well known to us since they ruled the country from 1996 to 2001. Their obscurantist program flouts the principles and values of Islam.

			The titular president and his administration, still in office in August 2021, has encouraged corruption and set an example by plundering public funds to feed his foreign accounts, turning the country into a magnet for international aid and allowing some to enrich themselves at the expense of others. Bank transfers from public administrations abroad became commonplace, as did massive embezzlement. Corruption has spread to all levels of administration, from junior positions in the provinces to ministerial cabinets. Even government posts have been bought—that’s saying something! Everything is sold, and everything is bought with bundles of cash. Promotions for senior officers are politicized by Ashraf Ghani, to the detriment of competence, which will have serious consequences when the Taliban rise to power. International aid has become a providential windfall, with no safeguards or control mechanisms. All you have to do is dip into the till. Everyone is turning a blind eye; first and foremost is the president of the Republic, who is already multiplying his compromises with the Taliban. Predators are just waiting for this. Becoming a senior official is a guarantee of rapid fortune. The mission of a politician in power is not to serve the country but to enrich himself personally. Bank assets and real estate purchases are against the interests of the people.

			For the 2019 presidential election, Ashraf Ghani’s government purchased the support of influential individuals and committed industrial scale fraud. The electoral commission, which was under the control of Ashraf Ghani, employed force and intimidation to fulfill his objectives. And the examples are legion. As for the country’s economic and social development, it has long been a dead letter. This is the paradox of international aid: the elites get richer, while the population suffers. The gap between the haves and have-nots is widening at an astonishing rate. Yet the people of Afghanistan reject these unacceptable corrupt practices. Ashraf Ghani has done exactly what we, the reformists and democratic opposition of Afghanistan, and now the freedom fighters against the Taliban, have been advocating: independence, the modernization of society, democracy, pluralism, the rule of law, justice, equality, the promotion of the role of women, and the merciless fight against Islamist extremists and the interference of foreign powers.

			From that point on, Afghanistan’s gradual decline became unavoidable, in spite of our urgent warnings. These warnings were issued from both inside the country and internationally, and were amplified by our friends. I knew that the state would disintegrate. I warned Afghanistan’s politicians and the international community before anyone else of the risk that the state would rapidly collapse. As the days went by, the gap between the people and the government widened, and Ghani’s divisive policy damaged both the military and civilian administration. Pakistan, for its part, has continued its strategy of duplicity, allowing the Taliban to challenge the government. Time and again, we have had the impression of preaching in the desert, despite the imminence of the announced defeat. What the US administration negotiated, with its representative for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad, was not a peace agreement but a withdrawal agreement. The American envoy even imposed the departure of troops from countries present on Afghanistan’s soil, without consulting them.

			Khalilzad and many Westerners then propagated a misleading narrative that the Taliban had become moderate, and that once in power, they would act in respect of human rights and the Constitution of Afghanistan along with the Republic. This rhetoric, which is still propagated by many people to normalize a terrorist group, particularly in Western countries, has led to many mistakes and will have serious consequences for global security in the years to come.

			What’s hardest to understand is the paradox that these countries agreed to intervene in 2001—after my father’s assassination on September 9 and the attacks on New York and Washington two days later—in order to eradicate al-Qaeda from its bases and fight against its protectors, the Taliban.

			And then, twenty years later, almost to the day, we hand over the keys to Kabul and the country to the same Taliban! They are terrorists bearing the same deadly ideology, mixing racism and radicalism. The Taliban remain unchanged, except in their propaganda efforts and their blatant lies, which have increased. This propaganda has become increasingly influential, misleading some journalists and politicians. Their background of radical Islamism is the same as it was, if not worse, and their sense of omnipotence has increased since they are now almost certain that Western countries will not intervene in the region.

			This is a double betrayal of the people of Afghanistan: by NATO countries and by President Ashraf Ghani, who had duly prepared to flee abroad.

			My men and I quickly became aware of this slide towards defeat, but we could only act with words, despite the increasingly important mobilization of volunteers and remnants of government forces.

			“The enemy is making a gross mistake in believing that he has already won and that anything is possible for him because Massoud is no longer there.” I repeated this to the young and old I met in the field during my tours outside Kabul.

			But a lion never dies. The Lion of Panjshir is eternal.

			It was only dormant, and now it can awaken in the hearts and souls of hundreds of thousands of young patriots in Afghanistan. They are this new Massoud generation with whom I will build the new free Afghanistan!

			To these young people, I dedicate these words of my father: “It’s about fighting to survive, because the right to be free is not acquired; it must be won.”

			The message was widely heard, and the momentum was incredible, even unexpected. For the program is much more than political. It’s an ethical and philosophical project for a better world against extremism, a fight for universal values, a struggle to restore the most elementary human rights, and above all, the rights of women, who have been reduced to a state of slavery. But we are sorely lacking in resources and weapons. This is all the more so as Pakistani army advisors and agents of their secret service, the ISI, are maneuvering ever more effectively behind the Taliban.

			Islamist extremists have no scruples, and more than ever, they despise the values of the Qur’an. They even bombed Kabul on the holy day of Eid al-Adha in July 2021, including the presidential palace where many people were gathered, even though our religious principles demand a halt to fighting during this sacred period. I immediately issued a statement to the people of Afghanistan condemning such actions, which demonstrated the impiety of those responsible, and all the more so, when one claims to fight in the name of God, the Clement, the Merciful. Like many believers, I was scandalized but hardly surprised, and denounced this despotic and threatening behavior towards the people of Afghanistan: “Today, during the Eid prayer, missiles were fired at the presidential palace. Fortunately, no one was hurt. But during the sounds of rockets exploding in the center of the city during this event, there was legitimate confusion and even fear within the palace. It is a justified and humanly understandable agitation when one is brutalized after peace negotiations have just taken place. This lamentable attack is odious and scandalous, since it took place during holy prayer.”

			What does this kind of aggression mean? How can worshippers want to kill other worshippers at prayer time? These are the same people who daily attack our countryside, towns, villages, and districts. They endanger our valleys by sowing death and plunder. What religion could justify such crimes? Does opposing the country’s legal government give the right to take part in these barbaric actions? Those who dared to commit these crimes deliberately targeted dignitaries, praying women, ambassadors of friendly Muslim countries, and other believers. They have always denied the moderate, rational Islam we advocate. Their sole aim is to terrorize and kill in the name of an extremist ideology and theology that has nothing to do with our holy religion. These so-called followers of purity are criminals who thrive on easy money, collaborating closely with Asian drug traffickers and regional mafias not only to finance their followers but also, quite simply, to enrich themselves personally.

			They are mortal enemies of Islam.

			How can we consider them otherwise when they flout its precepts? How can we trust them when we have agreed to dialogue and talk peace with them?

			The heresy they committed demonstrates the hypocrisy and dangerousness of these militiamen who respect nothing, not even the most elementary of religious obligations. The aim was to terrorize the population, as they celebrated this holy day commemorating the sacrifice.

			  

			In the early summer of 2021, I see the provincial districts falling one by one. Interference from some regional countries becomes more and more blatant and some Western countries were already preparing for an eventual Taliban takeover by quitting on Afghanistan’s people. I learn that war has now struck Herat, the great city in the west, the pearl of the Persianate world. Rockets rain down on Kabul. The Taliban advance is inexorable. These unscrupulous people have kidnapped the daughter of Afghanistan’s ambassador to Pakistan. All of this adds to the sense of panic among the population.

			Organized terror, according to Taliban custom.

			To fight these fanatics threatening to take over the city, we need the means. And in numbers! “Help us, we can prevent the catastrophe from happening. We can still avoid the worst.” But Ashraf Ghani and his advisors turned a deaf ear to my pleas. They wouldn’t listen to our program. It was too democratic for them, this goal to reinvent Afghanistan and transform it into a free and modern country, and to free it from corruption. In fact, we received nothing from the government, not even a rifle.

			This has left us with two enemies: the Taliban, who threaten to take over the capital, and Ghani’s corrupt administration, which has accelerated the under-administration of the provinces and the decay of public services, encouraging widespread corruption at all levels of state and local government. Moreover, the ethnocentric policies pursued throughout Ghani’s presidential term have further weakened the Republic’s legitimacy, alienating the majority of Afghanistan’s population.

			My efforts were not aimed at exacerbating the war or declaring a new one. Like those of my father, they were always intended to bring about peace, a peace that would restore our dignity, and where justice, democracy, and freedom would be guaranteed for all citizens. We were looking forward to a peace process based solely on the interests of the country, leading to true reconciliation and lasting harmony. The elements that leaked out of the negotiations initiated by the Americans with the Taliban and Afghanistan’s government in 2018 did not seem to point in this direction. The legitimization of the Taliban by the Doha agreement in 2020 and Ashraf Ghani’s exclusionary policies throughout his rule made it difficult for us to take action and strengthen the republican institution. If there were a way to achieve peace without fighting, my people and I would never have taken up arms. War has always been imposed on us—and it has been imposed by those who are incapable of accepting the realities of Afghanistan and allowing everyone to coexist peacefully, with full and equal rights, as citizens of this country.

		

	
		
			PART ONE

		

	
		
			Chapter I

			A DEFEAT FOR THE WORLD

			This is what I’m thinking about in the dark night of Kabul, in the strange calm that precedes the storm: It’s clear that the American withdrawal negotiated in 2020 by the Trump administration but endorsed and implemented abruptly by his successor, President Joe Biden, is a serious strategic and political mistake. For months now, I have been denouncing the fact that a precipitous departure of American troops would not lead to the end of the war. I’ve said this in public statements, and I’ve reiterated it when I came to France in April 2021, including to President Emmanuel Macron. I’ve repeated it in the press around the world.

			It is a mistake made by the entire international community, tragic and fraught with consequences. A mistake that is also the result of the laissez-faire attitude of the donor countries of this massive aid, without accountability, without control processes, an infusion of assistance that has reinforced the poor governance and corruption of a government carried at arm’s length and with declining legitimacy for years.
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