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  For Angele, my paddling partner in life. Whether the seas are stormy or calm, you are always there, sometimes lending support and sometimes leading the way.




  




  Introduction




  Anticipation




  I’d never seen anything quite like it. Clouds started to stream in from the northwest around ten o’clock on Tuesday morning, and continued all day. What made them so unusual was that they remained in a very tight band with an unwavering edge all afternoon, moving neither east nor west of their line. By evening, they expanded all the way to the western horizon, blocking the sunset, yet the eastern edge had scarcely budged, still marking a clearly defined line about 45 degrees above the horizon. Some air mass was fixed there like an invisible guardrail on this weather front’s highway.




  If this pattern held through the night, these alto-cumulus clouds could provide a magnificent sunrise. Now, sunrise/sunset images have been so overdone as to go beyond cliché, and while I no longer make any special effort to photograph one, I do always try to be outdoors to enjoy the event. However, the potential of Wednesday’s daybreak was so strong that I loaded my cameras with film and set my alarm for three-thirty—midsummer sunrise comes very early to coastal Maine.
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