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For Piet and Margie, and now for Emma and Aidan





Cast of Characters



Miss Mallard: World-famous ducktective


innkeeper: Runs the gloomy inn


Julia Pintail: Secret agent who meets Miss Mallard at the inn


henchducks: Smugglers who are looking for secret agent Julia Pintail


farmer: Person who owns the farm where Miss Mallard seeks refuge


policeducks: Officers who arrest the smugglers





What’s in Miss Mallard’s Bag?



Miss Mallard has many detective tools she brings with her on her adventures around the world.


In her knitting bag she usually has:


• Newspaper clippings


• Knitting needles and yarn


• A magnifying glass


• A flashlight


• A mirror


• A travel guide


• Chocolates for her nephew
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Gloomy Inn
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While on a bicycle tour of Holland, Miss Mallard—the world-famous ducktective—took a wrong turn. She became separated from the other cyclists.


When she got back on the right road, the tour group was nowhere in sight.


All day Miss Mallard pedaled hard and fast to catch up, but she was still way behind. And she was so tired and hungry!


Finally she decided to look for a place where she could eat and spend the night. Soon she came to an inn.


Miss Mallard parked her bike in front and entered the inn. The inside was very gloomy, with dark woodwork and furniture. Everything lacked color. Even the flower vases were empty.
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“Oh well,” thought Miss Mallard. “It will do for one night.”


She signed her name in the guest book.


“I’ll pay for the room now,” Miss Mallard said to the innkeeper. “I’ll be leaving quite early in the morning. I’m hoping to catch up with my tour.”


“Your room is the first door to the left as you go upstairs,” said the innkeeper as he handed her a key. “Supper is now being served in the dining room.”
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