




Do you know . . .




1. What costume Josh wore for his first commercial?
2.What Josh did to his hair that threw the WB producers and execs into a total panic?

3. What girlish item Josh helped his sister buy?




Learn the answers to these intriguing questions and get personal with Josh inside!
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I’m a Goofball . . .





Whenever there’s tension on the set of the WB’s hit TV series Dawson’s Creek, the cast members know to keep their eyes on Joshua Jackson. Guaranteed he’ll be the one to crack a joke or flash a moon, just to ease the mood. (In fact, he drops trou so often that his costar Michelle Williams has been quoted as saying, “I’ve seen that boy’s butt more times than I can say. We don’t even notice it anymore.”) Like his TV alter ego, Pacey Witter, Joshua Jackson is the one the others count on for comic relief.

Being the Dawson’s Creek class clown is a badge jocular Josh wears proudly. “I’m a goofball,” he admits. “I enjoy laughing, having a good time. . . . I’m generally a boisterous, occasionally obnoxious, guy.”

While Josh readily confesses that he “always plays jokes on the grips and electrical guys,” he has discovered that the Dawson’s Creek crew has a sense of humor all its own. And they’re not above matching him gag for gag. As Josh recalled during an interview with E! Online, “In the ‘Breakfast Club’ episode [in which the show spoofed the famous eighties teen comedy], we run through the hall, and I’m supposed to come crashing through a door. But the grips had locked the door on me, and we did, like a Three Stooges thing with all of us like dominoes hitting the door. After I woke up from the concussion, I thought it was really funny.”

Of course, behind every clown’s smile is a more serious side. And Josh is no exception. Certainly, he’s seen his share of troubles—particularly his parents’ divorce when he was just a kid. That left him with some bitter feelings—which he still hasn’t shaken. But the divorce also left Josh with an undying sense of loyalty toward his mom and sister. He recently told one magazine that family and friends were definitely the most important things in his life. And that’s no joke.

Still, even though he’s got a totally sensitive side to him, Josh isn’t the kind of guy who likes to harp on his troubles, or expose his serious perspective too often. He’d rather be the one making people laugh. In interviews he’s always the guy with the quickie comeback. In fact, the articles about Josh often read like one giant stand-up routine. Take the time an unsuspecting reporter asked him if he and his Dawson’s Creek character Pacey Witter had anything in common.

“We look pretty much the same and we sound very similar,” he teased.

But eventually Josh had to admit that the similarities between Pacey and himself are a lot more than skin deep. “I was that guy at 15 and I am that guy now,” he says of Pacey. “I haven’t been acting for the last few months. I’ve just been showing up and being myself.”

Of course, that’s pretty far from the truth. Playing the multidimensional character of Pacey takes plenty of acting talent, and Josh is definitely up to the challenge. It’s just that part of what makes him such a phenomenal actor is that he’s able to draw from his own experiences to make the character seem so real.

And that’s not where the similarities end. Josh is also able to look into his own closet to find Pacey’s signature style. A lack of concern for fashion is something both Josh and Pacey share.

“Most people call my style of dress slovenly—I call it extremely casual,” Josh insists.

Dawson’s Creek costume designer Alonzo Wilson has picked up on Josh’s personal style and carried it into Pacey’s personal look. “Pacey would probably put together an outfit from a thrift store,” he told Teen People . “There’s no way it would be straightforward. He’d want something that would set him apart.”

Of course these days Joshua Jackson doesn’t need clothes to set him apart. With a starring role in a hit TV show, and nearly twenty movies already under his belt, Josh is without a doubt the hottest rising star of the new millennium. In fact, in March 2000, he was named Superstar of Tomorrow at the annual Young Hollywood Awards. That was no small feat, considering he was up against such talented actors as Mark Wahlberg and Freddie Prinze, Jr.

But Movieline  magazine, which sponsored the Young Hollywood Awards, did make one mistake when handing the trophy to Joshua Jackson. After all, as his millions of fans will tell you, why wait until tomorrow? Josh is a superstar right now!
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In the Beginning





Joshua Carter Jackson was born on June 11, 1978. By all accounts he was a total cutie. When his proud parents would push him in his stroller through the streets of his native Vancouver, British Columbia, Josh would wave and smile brightly to everyone he saw. This, naturally, would prompt perfect strangers to stop and admire the beautiful baby boy. (If you’re thinking that that still happens to Josh today—minus the stroller thing of course—you’re right! Once a ham, always a ham.)

Though he may have looked angelic, little baby Josh was anything but. He gave new definition to the term terrible twos,  throwing his food on the floor, tossing his toys at people, and generally getting himself into toddler-sized trouble. Whenever he would get caught doing something he wasn’t supposed to, Josh would use his secret weapon to get him out of scrapes. It seemed that all he had to do was flash that wide grin, and his parents would scoop him up in their arms and give him a tight hug.

Josh wasn’t even of school age when his family made the move south of the border from Canada to Northern California. The move didn’t seem to faze Josh—instead it offered him the opportunity to charm a whole new group of people in another country.

In 1983 the Jackson three became the Jackson four, when Josh’s little sister Aisleagh (pronounced “Ashley”) was born. The five-year age difference between them brought a new maturity to Josh—at least when it came to his newborn sister. From the instant he met Aisleagh, Josh was determined to be her protector, confidant, and friend. It’s a relationship he continues to this day—Aisleagh was the first of his relatives to visit him on the North Carolina set of Dawson’s Creek (she spends her summer vacation there with him), and she continues to use her big brother as a sounding board when she’s got trouble with boyfriends.

“I believe open communication is the best way to deal with sex,” Josh confided in Total TV  about his conversations with his sister. “My . . . sister is getting into the dating game now and it’s uncomfortable, but I talk to her about it. . . . She’ll tell me about some boy she dated over the weekend and kissed, and I’m like, ‘Aisleagh, jeez!’ ” (If you think talking to your little sister about her love life is true brotherly love, consider this—Josh took Aisleagh to buy her first bra!)

Despite his commitment to his younger sister, Josh remained pretty much the same little troublemaker he always was. He never did anything mean or vindictive; he just seemed to be attracted to mischief. (Or mischief was attracted to him, it’s hard to tell which.) Either way, Josh’s parents eventually decided that what Josh needed was a positive afterschool activity that would help him develop an interest he could pour his seemingly endless stream of energy into.

Happy little Josh was always singing around the house. (In fact his adorable—and on key—voice worked as a warning system: Hide the fine breakable china, Josh is nearing the vicinity!) Knowing how much her son loved music, Josh’s mom, Fiona, decided to arrange for an audition for her son with the highly acclaimed San Francisco Boys Chorus.

Fiona’s decision to send Josh on an audition for the chorus was not completely musical. While the San Francisco Boys Chorus was a performing group, it was dedicated to much more than the musical development of its participants. The information sent to all applicants made it clear that the group saw itself as a place where developing selfesteem, discipline, and leadership were all seen as equally important to the music. Those were the kinds of characteristics Fiona wanted to nurture in her son.

The San Francisco Boys Chorus holds only three auditions a year, so the number of boys who show up for each of the tryouts is huge. Being up against so many other kids made Josh’s chances for being accepted into the prestigious group pretty slim. And when Josh heard the other boys warming up their voices (something Josh had never learned to do, as he had no professional training), he assumed he was already out of the running.

Never assume! When the finalists’ names were called, Joshua Jackson’s name was on the list. He’d made the chorus after all. The judges obviously recognized his natural talent.

Despite his reluctance to give up his leisure time to go to rehearsals, Josh couldn’t help but be proud to have been asked to join the San Francisco Boys Chorus. After all, the chorus was well known in the Bay Area—at the time it had been around for almost forty years! The chorus was also respected by some of the most well-known classical musicians in the country, since besides giving performances as a choral group, lots of boys from the San Francisco Boys Chorus went on to perform in productions given by the San Francisco Opera company. Being accepted into the San Francisco Boys Chorus was a major deal.

It was also a big commitment. Like all new members, Josh started his work with the chorus in the Apprentice group, where he was taught the basics of reading and singing music. He quickly moved on to the Intermediate chorus, which met Mondays and Wednesdays, from 4:30 to 6:30. Josh was happy to have made the step up, but he was eager to join the Concert Chorus. The Concert Chorus was the San Francisco Boys Chorus’s performing group, giving concerts in December and June, as well as singing for special civic events like welcoming visiting dignitaries to the Bay Area.

At first, adjusting to the discipline required by the choral masters was hard on Josh. But eventually he began to go with the flow. Before he knew it, Josh found himself actually looking forward to Monday and Wednesday afternoons. He was especially focused on getting into the Concert Chorus and performing onstage.

But Josh’s joy at being part of the chorus lasted little more than two years. By the time he was eight years old, Josh’s mother told him that the family would be returning to Canada. Fiona had found a job as a casting director for the ABC-TV show MacGyver. The show was filmed in Vancouver, and the family had to relocate.

To say that Josh was unhappy with the idea of moving back to Vancouver would be a huge understatement. Josh was very happy living in California. He’d made a lot of friends—especially in the Chorus, where he was on the verge of making that major breakthrough into the Concert Chorus. It was easy to understand why he was angry, even resentful, at the idea of heading back up over the border.

Unlike most children, who eventually would give in to their parents’ wishes, Josh stood his ground, demanding that his parents allow him to continue being part of the San Francisco Boys Chorus. Eventually a compromise was worked out. Josh would move with his family, but he would commute back and forth by plane between Vancouver and the Bay area so that he could continue with the chorus.

At first, the arrangement worked well. Josh loved the idea of becoming one of the world’s youngest frequent flyers. But the travel time grew wearisome, and eventually Josh decided he’d had enough of being a choral commuter.

But Josh had gotten a taste for the applause and recognition that comes with performing. And although he knew that being part of the chorus was too much for him, he still longed for the spotlight. It was as though he needed the stage or the camera as much as he needed food or shelter. He didn’t have to be a singer, but he did have a desperate need to perform. That’s when a plan began to hatch in his cute little head.

“I always thought acting looked like a lot of fun. As a little kid I wanted to do it. I don’t even know why,” he recalls today.

Now that Josh knew what he wanted to do, he had to find a way to fulfill his destiny. Before long he realized that the answer to his problems was right there in front of him. (As Dorothy learns inThe Wizard of Oz,  there’s no place like home!) All he had to do was ask his mother—the casting director—to give him an entry into showbiz.

But getting Fiona to fulfill her son’s new passion was easier said than done. As a casting director, Fiona had seen showbiz swallow child actors whole. She had no desire for her son to become part of such a cutthroat world. Initially she turned down her son’s request for her help in getting him an entry into the field.

But the very stubborn streak that got Josh that commuter pass to California when he was in the San Francisco Boys Chorus was victorious once more. He pleaded day in and day out for his mother’s help. He never let up. Eventually Fiona caved and sent Josh out into the world of auditions.

Josh went through only a few casting calls before landing his first role—in a commercial pushing tourism for British Columbia. Josh was dressed as a Canadian cowboy in the ad—how cute is that?! The commercial aired solely in the States, which didn’t give Josh much bragging rights with his friends. But it did give Americans their very first glimpse of the blue-eyed wonder known as Joshua Jackson.

A shoot for a thirty-second commercial can take a long time—sometimes as long as two or three days. Many kids get fidgety and cranky with the stop-and-start schedule. But not Josh. He spent his days learning about the behind-the-scenes work needed to put a commercial on the air. He was fascinated by the whole process.

After being around the flurry of activity that makes up a commercial shoot, Josh found life at home extremely boring. Going to school, doing homework, watching TV (all typical kid stuff) seemed dull after the lights, camera, action he’d just experienced. He longed to go back to the makeup room, put on a costume, and listen as the director worked with the crew to get just the right shot. In short, Josh was hooked.

Lucky for Josh, by the early 1990s Canada had become a beacon for TV and advertising production companies. Vancouver in particular was slowly developing into the Hollywood of the north. There were plenty of casting calls for Josh to attend. Some of them were successful, others weren’t. But Josh wasn’t shaken when he lost a part to someone else. Nor did he go on a major ego trip every time he got a commercial job—like the one he did for Keebler potato chips. No matter what the situation, Josh managed to go with the flow.

When he wasn’t making commercials, Josh split his time between performing as an extra on MacGyver  (it helps to have a mom who’s the show’s casting director!) and going to school. As you may have guessed, Josh far preferred working to schooling. Josh adored spending time on sets, whether it was for commercials or MacGyver. 

Josh felt completely content with his life. He loved acting. It seemed to center him and give him a real sense of purpose. He had lots of friends both on and off the set, and was doing okay in school. Life was good for Joshua Jackson.

But Josh’s idyllic world was about to be thrown for a loop.
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