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Introduction

Shortly before the start of World War II Adolf Hitler was talking persistently in terms of a German Master Race that would rule over a “Thousand-year Reich.”


The nineteenth-century philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche had prophesied the evolution of such a race. His contemporary, the composer Richard Wagner whose German folkloric operas so enraptured Hitler, designated the Germans as the people who would comprise this super race (although Nietzsche disagreed), saying its advent was imminent.1


As though to prove his belief in Wagner’s prophecy, Hitler went to war. Driven by what appeared to be an uncanny instinct and unwavering certainty, the Nazi leader, who had ignored the advice of his generals about starting and pursuing the war, personally gave the orders for its conduct. As a consequence he forced astonishing victory after victory throughout 1939–40.


The western European nations having been conquered or subjugated, he turned on his temporary ally Russia, and with further victories in the East he set about creating a slave nation that would do the bidding of its Master Race rulers.


By mid-1942 Hitler had reached the height of his hegemony: sole ruler of an immense land mass, from the Arctic circle to the desert sands of Africa, from the western Atlantic shores of France to the Caspian Sea. Above this empire flew the Nazi’s talisman of power, the swastika.


But even as he gloated the gods appeared to become sated by his excesses and turned on their prodigal in a way that would have done a Wagnerian plot proud. Russia halted the German army, then began winning back its lost lands. The major bastion of democracy, the United States, came to the rescue of Western civilization. In North Africa, the Rommel Korps was defeated and the Allies turned their growing power to the recovery of Europe. Sicily was invaded, then Italy itself. In the greatest amphibious operation in history, in June 1944 an Allied armada successfully landed an overwhelming force on the heavily fortified coast of France. In the east Soviet forces fought their way across Germany to Berlin, to the bunker whose thick concrete walls had become the shrunken boundaries of that great empire of a few short years before.


Hitler’s “Thousand-year Reich” ended with his suicide in the bunker on 30 April 1945. The illusion that the Germans were a Master Race over all others died with Hitler. But by then millions had perished in the total war he had unleashed. They included both combatants and civilians—men, women, and children.


Millions more were systematically enslaved, deported, tortured, and slaughtered. Behind this subjugation of an entire race and others who appeared to oppose the regime—or were deemed unfit to serve it—were tens of thousands of “ordinary” people who had been convinced by the Hitler myth to debase and destroy their fellow humans in a manner and with a ferocity and scale never before seen in history. These controllers of Hitler’s living hell, the mass murderers, executioners, and guards were not made up of the dregs of humanity. There were many professionals among them, including doctors who carried out appalling experiments, planners who organized the deportation to the death camps, engineers who designed and built the ovens and gas chambers, and members of the legal system.


If there is one thing that sets the Hitler regime apart from the Stalin regime in which millions also died, it is the Holocaust. The equally brutal Stalinist system used extermination as a means to an end, the Nazis used extermination as an end in itself.


For all intents and purposes Hitler had been transfixed through the compulsion of his adoration for Wagner to stage an obscene version of one of the composer’s works using the world as his stage. His own stupendous version of Gottedammerung (the twilight of the gods) saw fire, blood, and slaughter (extermination) without mercy and without any sense of human perspective. As chancellor, Hitler had averred that the seeds of Nazism had been sown at the first Rienzi he had attended as a teenager in his home town of Linz. In this Wagner work the hero unifies a divided people.2 Hitler had also said that to understand national socialism Germany must first know Wagner.3


As the false Wagnerian climax faded the world awoke to a new dawn. It was a time for hope and also a time of questions. How could one man alone have created this monstrous regime which he alone ran until the very last moment of his life? From where had he come? Where did he draw his power; his Nietzschean will; his certainty of action; his ability to mesmerize people, masses, and nations? What primitive and dark core had he struck in those “normal” people who had operated the death camps where the destruction of the European Jewish race and modern civilization had come so close to being a reality? Was he a product of some occultic force? As we shall see, Hitler alluded to some ill-defined force directing him, which he called Providence.


And what of the lesser Nazis, his close disciples who did his bidding? They, too, were brutal and without mercy. Stripped to their essence their crimes were outlined at the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal as inhuman acts against the civilian population in occupied territories; persecution of people for political, racial, and religious reasons; and contravention of the law of war and the conventions of war. Were they a result of mental aberrations? Or were their actions affected by the occult such as the black magic rites allegedly indulged in by SS leader Heinrich Himmler; the arcane practices and beliefs that so intrigued and compelled Hitler’s deputy Rudolf Hess; or Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels’s beliefs in fate, destiny, and reincarnation? Goebbels claimed that in every one of Hitler’s previous lives he, too, had been reborn along with Hitler.4


At this stage we should pause to consider the meaning of “occult.” It is a broad term but in essence it means that which is beyond the bounds of ordinary knowledge. Magic rituals, for example, are generally considered occultic. The occult is the unknown, the mysterious. It is often found intermingled with folklore as a part of a national mythology which speaks of magic, potions and spells, ogres, superhuman heroes, and the like. Such stories inspired Wagner.


In a perverse way placing Hitler and the Nazi elite into the world of mystery brings a certain comfort to many who find it difficult even today to acknowledge the Hitler hegemony as a chapter in the history of humanity.


We cannot argue against the proposition by using personal testimony because those who would have provided it—Hitler, Himmler, Goebbels, and the like—did not survive. Hess spent the post-war years until he died as a political prisoner, condemned to silence for his intriguing role in the war (see chapter 20).


Stories claiming Hitler was under the influence of some occultic force or forces have been around since the 1920s, that is, early in the days of the Nazi era. Following the war these claims gathered strength with the publication of more books that appear to detail occultic links with Hitler and the Nazis. Today the claims are accepted in some quarters as an integral, even an explanatory part, of the story of Hitler.


The life of Hitler from his birth in an Austrian village on 20 April 1889 is examined in detail in the chapters of this book. The point needs to be made here that he came to adulthood in the dying days of the Austro-Hungarian empire and the reawakening of the Pan-German movement in Austria. While the old empire faded, Germany across the border was growing in stature. By World War I it was one of the most advanced industrial nations in Europe. It presented a beacon to draw the admiration of idealistic German-speaking peoples such as Hitler.


However, there was a more sinister attraction which he would also have had difficulty ignoring: “Over this hard-working country seemingly so sure of its future, with rapidly growing metropolises and industrial areas, there arched a peculiarly romantic sky whose darkness was populated by mythic figures, antiquated giants, and ancient deities. … A good deal of professional obscurantinism and Teutonic folklorism was involved.”5


Politically Hitler was imbued early with the ideals of German nationalism and Anschluss, the ancient German dream of unification. He was also, as we shall see, a voracious reader of an indiscriminate variety of subjects which may have generated incipient thoughts of his own importance and his early belief in his glorious destiny.


Hitler was inspired by both the music and the philosophy of Wagner. Wagner was anti-Semitic. He believed the virtues of the Teuton tribes had atrophied with the coming of the industrial revolution; that courage and will had been poisoned or emasculated by capitalism and race pollution; that the Jews were responsible for the enervation and enslavement of the German spirit; and that a new Siegfried must arise to lead the Germans to an awareness of their greatness.*


A strong undercurrent of anti-Semitic strains ran in the Viennese society in which Hitler spent his late teenage and early adult years. It would have taken a far more singular-minded lad, seeking but largely failing to make a place for himself, not to have been influenced by those strains, although his personal experiences with Jews had been cordial.


When World War I erupted in 1914, Hitler rushed to enlist in the German army. He fought well and with the conviction that Germans as the superior race must win. He won the Iron Cross, First Class. But Germany lost to the military superiority of the Allies. It was a blow which he and millions of other Germans could not accept. Many claimed they had not been beaten on the field of battle but stabbed in the back—like Siegfried—the treacherous person in this case being their own leaders who had capitulated.


Many of those Germans who would not acknowledge the reality created by the war organized into a fantastic swarm of racist-nationalist parties, clubs, and free corps. Some attracted the petty bourgeois elements, others the peasants, yet others the working class.6 These were generally conservative groups, opposed to the changing face of Europe. They saw the Jew as a threat to their largely imagined idyllic past with its stability and values. The Jew was behind communism; he was the greedy face of capitalism; he was the voice urging the suppression of the Teutonic traditions.


One of these organizations was the German Workers party. Its origins were not a result of a spontaneous action by members of the working class. Rather it had been founded by the Thule Society, largely made up in the immediate post-war period of members of the upper echelons of Bavarian society. “Thule” in folklore is the mythical north Atlantic island from which came the first members of Nordic civilization.


As we shall see in chapter 11, occult writers claim that some of these latter-day Thuiists believed they were direct descendants of this early Northern race. Some members, it is alleged, practiced bizarre magic rituals. Hence a direct link between Hitler and the occultists is supposedly drawn. In September 1919 Hitler became a member of the Workers party. While still in the army he had been assigned to infiltrate the party. At a meeting he had demanded to speak when a member had argued for the annexation of Bavaria from Germany to Austria. The oratorical skills displayed in his strong opposition to the proposal led to the party leaders inviting him to join. Hitler was to write later of his decision to accept as the turning point in his life. There are suggestions he believed he had arrived at this point by predetermined destiny, the guiding hand of Providence. An objective examination would suggest he was affected more by chance than convergence.


On 16 October 1919, a month after his “spy” mission, Hitler addressed his first public meeting on the party’s behalf. Hitler biographer Joachim Fest describes it:



In a bitter stream of words, the dammed-up emotions, the lonely man’s suffocated feelings of hatred and impotence burst out, like an explosion after the restriction and apathy of the years, hallucinatory images and accusations came pouring out; abandoning restraint, he talked until he was sweating and exhausted.


Wildly acclaimed by his audience, Hitler had discovered that he could wield “the magic power of the spoken word.”7




As news of his oratorical abilities spread, each meeting drew more followers. Hitler came to the attention of influential Bavarians who encouraged and backed him, finding funds from wealthy members of society and Russian emigres afraid of the spread of Communism. Hamburg, the Bavarian capital, was one of the cities that had fallen to the Communists in the thwarted revolution of 1919. It was recovered in a bloody counterattack in which the Thule society supplied arms to the counterrevolutionaries. A number of Thulists had been captured and executed by the Reds.


Hitler soon took control of the party. In 1920 he changed its name to the National Socialists, which became abbreviated to the Nazis. As we have seen there were many such parties where beer drinking seemed to be one of the reasons for their gatherings. What then made Hitler’s Nazis stand out and survive? Undoubtedly it was in large part due to the personality of Hitler himself.


He was articulating the passions and frustrations of party members—and a great many other Germans—in the voice of a working-class hero. He spoke for those who felt disenfranchised and alienated, and he did it brilliantly.


There were setbacks. A 1923 coup attempt by party members resulted in the jailing of Hitler and other Nazis. However, Hitler turned the incident into a plus with a stirring address to the judges in which he concluded, “I consider myself not a traitor, but a German who wanted the best for the German people.” His words were greeted with applause from the crowded courtroom. The trial itself was front-page news in every German newspaper. By its end Hitler had become a national figure.8


Among the leaders of Bavarian society who had given Hitler and the Nazis protection were Munich Chief of Police Ernst Pohner, his political adviser Wilhelm Frick, and Bavarian Minister of Justice Franz Gurtner. All were allegedly Thulists and shared Hitler’s nationalistic rightist views. Both Frick and Gurtner joined the party and were given ministries when Hitler became chancellor. Although Hitler was sentenced to five years, largely through the influence of these future Nazis he spent less than nine months in jail. He used the time to write his turgid autobiography Mein Kampf (My Struggle), which was to become the Nazi “bible.”


At the helm once again, Hitler set about introducing some “color” into the grey blanket of German politics. He used bright red in banners and on posters—a direct steal from the parties of the Left. He sent disciplined paramilitary forces—old soldiers, new Nazis—through the streets on trucks and in parades. He organized torchlight processions and the strains of Wagner’s music were heard at rallies.


He also took trouble over the introduction of some simple but effective symbols, including the raised arm, open-handed salute that was linked with the traditional German greeting “Heil,” to become the alliterative “Heil, Hitler.” He adopted the eagle, an ancient heraldic device, as the party’s official symbol, and, of course, the swastika (see chapter 12). As public relations gimmicks they were highly successful in creating a fascination with the party and Hitler among a people used to a blander presentation of the political “product.”


Hitler added another touch by growing his own version of the by-then celebrated moustache of Charlie Chaplin. Even today a black oblong is all that is needed to put many people in mind of both men. It was rumored in Germany that Hitler’s seemingly bizarre action had been to cash in on Chaplin’s popularity.9 Harry Geduld of Indiana University, professor of comparative literature, points out that the Nazis denounced Chaplin as a “Bolshevik Jew,” so he finds Hitler’s motivation in taking on the famous “trademark” of a man who exemplified all that he most abhorred a mystery.10 However, Hitler was capable of borrowing from any source. He picked up his tactics and aims “from all the bushes along the road of life,” writes Fest.11


The symbolism became a part of the Hitler myth. To bolster the myth further, Hitler set about redefining his past. In the beginning he had “nothing at all to back [him], nothing, no name, no fortune, no press, nothing at all, nothing whatsoever.”12


Many of those who had known and worked with him in the early days were either silenced through execution or, if they were fortunate enough to escape death, through censorship or intimidation. An appropriate example is Lanz Von Liebenfels, a defrocked monk who was deeply involved in astrology and racism. The significance of their relationship is dealt with in chapter 2. In 1938 Hitler forbade this eccentric racist philosopher to publish.13


It is argued by some of the occultic writers we meet in these pages that by jailing or otherwise disposing of occultists as he did in many cases, Hitler not only hid his past connections with them but ensured that his was the only occultic force in power. Against that we have the fact Hitler never moved in any substantial way against the nation’s greatest repository of occultic lore and influence—the church.


The Hitler myth rose to new heights under Joseph Goebbels, who became the Nazi propaganda chief. “The power of the myth derived precisely from the fact that it was a combination of genuine, popular belief and sophisticated manipulation,” Bullock writes. “Hitler was both presented and seen by the party and by millions of Germans outside it as the embodiment of Volksgemeinschaft [national unity] standing above sectional interests; the architect of Germany’s recovery, personally incorruptible. A fanatical defender of German honor and Germany’s just rights against both internal and external enemies—yet a man of the people.”14


Polls showed that from about the mid-1920s on Hitler enjoyed enormous popularity. Part of the reason may well have been the lack of well-defined policies and ideologies, allowing people to see in Hitler what they wanted to see.


Even so, it is worth remembering that the Nazis initially came to power not through some mysterious process or even a coup, but through the ballot box. At the 1930 elections the Nazis gained 107 seats in the Reichstag—mainly from the moderates—to become the second largest party in government. In 1933 the Nazis and their allies, the Nationalists, gained slightly more than half the seats. Hitler, who had been appointed chancellor by President von Hindenburg earlier that year at a time of political crisis, demanded and was given the right to rule by decree for four years to restore order.


Once the power was in his hands, he refused to relinquish it. His next steps were to gather the German people under one banner. United, the Master Race would fulfill its “historical destiny.” In 1938 Austria was annexed, and then the German-speaking parts of Czechoslovakia. The race was one, Anschluss achieved.


At this stage Hitler had no need to believe in anything except himself or feel that he was under the control of any power but his own. He had hypnotized a people and gone on to do the same thing with much of the world. In the process he had dabbled in many ideas and philosophies. He had used and discarded people and organizations who had looked to him as the man who could work miracles, even making people believe they were on the point of living in an idyllic society of Teutonic order and values in which the lesser races would do their bidding. One of the few things that Hitler remained loyal to was the music of Wagner and the composer’s prognostications on German mythology and the Jewish people.


Apart from providing a background for the rest of this book, the purpose of this introduction has been to show in as rational a way as possible a thread of the occult in the story of Hitler. It is a subtle, pervasive, troubling, even fascinating thread which for the sake of historical truth must be examined more closely than some of the proponents of the view that the occult was a major influence on Hitler are willing to do.
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Part One

Hitler and the Occult







1

Springtime for Hitler

Adolf Hitler was born in the Austrian border town of Branau on the River Inn 20 April 1889. At the time his birth was not hailed as the nativity of the leader of the master race, the coming of the Volkisch* Messiah. Wise men did not congregate.

However, one writer asserts he may have literally drunk in occultic powers with his earliest milk. The same woman who wet-nursed Willi Schneinder, one of the noted psychic mediums of the time, also wet-nursed Hitler. Another who was also born in Branau was Madame Stockhammes.1

Occult historian Michael FitzGerald asks: Did Hitler grow up hearing stories about strange and scary powers—and decide to master them himself?2 There is no strong body of evidence to support the assertion. However, the date of his birth was to take on an astrological significance, as we shall see.

Young Adolf’s parents, Klara and Alois, were considered not so much normal as “ordinary” people. The father, an Austrian customs official, was apparently well respected in the community. Products of the late Victorian era, they observed the conventions of the time. Their child had to respect his elders and be loyal to his king and country. Clinical psychologist Edleff Schwaab, who specializes in abnormal psychology, finds that both parents were without apparent malice or inherent evilness in the way they brought up their son,3 nor did Hitler himself show any early signs of possessing a sadistic streak.4 In fact, Hitler’s childhood is often dismissed as not worthy of lengthy analysis or comment in the context of what he was to become. For example, the prominent German psychoanalyst Alexander Mitcherlich says it did not provide any clues for the “monstrous development” of Hitler as a man of ruthless political suppression and murder.5

Bradley Smith, a war scholar who studied Hitler’s early life, almost invites our sympathy when describing Adolf at this time: “[He] is a very human little boy … whose chief faults were his personal laziness and his passion for romantic games. He is someone we all know because we all have felt similar urges and experienced many of the same frustrations.”6

Psychoanalyst Alice Miller paints a very different picture, one of a child brutalized from an early age by an overbearing father to such an extent that it was to have the most profound effect on his life:


Little Adolf could be certain of receiving constant beatings; he knew nothing he did would have any affect on the daily thrashings he was given. All he could do was deny the pain, in other words, deny himself and identify with the aggressor. No one could help him, not even his mother, for this would spell danger for her too, she was also battered.7



Few of his biographers make much of the beatings the young Hitler received, accepting it as normal corporal punishment for the time. There appears to be a further reasoning to this: if a father’s harsh discipline was blamed for Hitler’s future behavior, why the world would be full of Hitlers! However, Miller’s argument is that the beatings must not be seen in isolation but as part of a unique set of circumstances and timing relating specifically to Hitler.

As for his education, one of his teachers recalled in 1923 that Hitler had a high intelligence and definite talents but lacked discipline. He was, in fact, “notoriously cantankerous, willful, arrogant, and irascible.”8

By the time Hitler entered secondary school in the Austrian provincial town of Linz, where the family had moved, his “attitude” had become a major problem. He continued to escape from anything resembling work in order to indulge his passion for playing war games and reading adventure novels.9 His school reports continued to describe him in disparaging terms: idle, willful, and disrespectful.10

There has been speculation that at some stage of his childhood Hitler suffered a bout of epidemic encephalitis.11 The form of this disease is known as encephalitis lethargia and it is now rare. Its cause is not known for certain. However, as its name suggests, it is colloquially called the “sleepy sickness” (as opposed to the “sleeping sickness”).12 The symptoms are fever, headache, irritability, and lethargy. In cases that recover there are residual deficiencies which improve only slowly and there may be permanent mental and neurological changes.13 The child victim may become unmanageable14 (which would account in large part for the descriptions of the young Hitler’s behavior). In later years some patients develop symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, which makes their limbs stiff in movement and shaky at rest.15 This describes some of Hitler’s physical problems toward the end of his life that are often attributed to other causes. Even if he did not reach the completely unmanageable stage, a bout of encephalitis would almost certainly have dramatically affected the character and personality of Adolf and also account for his difficulties at school.

Some contemporary occultic writers raise intriguing questions that they claim remain valid even now, fifty years after Hitler’s death. How did he come to have such a formidable memory? Where did his intuitive powers originate? What was the source(s) of his mesmerizing oratory?

Hitler’s memory was indeed impressive. According to his secretary, he could quote Arthur Schopenhauer by the page and other German philosophers who emphasized the power of will, including Friedrich Nietzsche, whose works were often on Hitler’s lips.16 Years later he could recall the serial number of the motorbike he rode during the First World War, and detailed facts and figures of military equipment such as tanks and ships with such assurance that senior officers were left dumbfounded—and impressed.17

However, there may be a more mundane—and very human—reason for his “extraordinary” mental powers: It is possible that Hitler had another potentially mentally crippling handicap, dyslexia.18 Schwaab insists there is much evidence to indicate that Hitler was troubled by this severe learning disability.19 If so, it can be assumed that Hitler sought to compensate in a way that many dyslexics do: by consciously developing oratorical skills. A naturally developed phenomenal memory is another compensatory gift often found in dyslexics. The evidence is not, however, conclusive, and Schwaab deals with it long after the deaths of those individuals who could personally confirm or deny it. However, it does challenge the view of Hitler being demoniacally gifted in these senses.

Alice Miller does not mention Hitler’s physical problems in her thesis on his malformed character. Rather, she produces further evidence to show that his father was the root cause. When he was nearly eleven (the age at which he began to do poorly at school), Miller claims Adolf was almost beaten to death by his father when he tried to run away from home.20 Having failed, he hit upon another way of rebelling: deliberately failing to achieve at school.21

Miller’s assertion contradicts Joachim C. Fest, who argues that Hitler’s poor academic performance had nothing to do with his relationship with his father, but was rather a result of increased academic demands in Linz. Fest asserts that the description of the allegedly prolonged conflict between Hitler and his father, which Hitler dramatized as a grim struggle between two men of iron will, has been exposed as pure fantasy.22

At secondary school Hitler was a total failure; in most subjects he scarcely received marks higher than “inadequate” or “adequate.”23 On the whole, his record was so poor that he left school.24

On 3 January 1903 Alois Hitler died suddenly from a stroke. Contrary to Fest’s findings, Schwaab claims that Hitler, then thirteen, was upset at the loss of “what had been a strong, guiding influence in his life.”25 As a result he came to show signs of increasing self-isolation, inactivity, and depression.26 On the other hand, Alan Bullock, another Hitler biographer, appears to back Fest’s assertions when he says the death made no difference to Hitler’s behavior, which had already been going from bad to worse.27

The secondary school in Linz may have been where he first tasted the bitter potion of racism, mixed with a decidedly nationalistic temper.28 Pupils wore in their buttonholes the blue corn-flower of Georg Ritter von Schonerer’s Pan-German League, which was popular among German racist groups who also preferred the black-red-gold of the German unity movement rather than the Austrian colors. They greeted one another with the Germanic Heil!29

The school’s history teacher, Dr. Leopold Potsch, is the first of a great number of racist-tainted persons said to have “deeply influenced” the young Hitler. Fest says unequivocally that Hitler’s fundamental anti-Semitic attitudes undoubtedly came to him through Potsch.30

Although turn-of-the-century Vienna was a hotbed of anti-Semitism, hatred of Jews thrived to a lesser but still virulent degree in the provinces of the dying Austro-Hungarian Empire. Fanning those feelings in Linz was a largely satirical magazine specializing in attacks on Jews, papists, and other groups such as suffragists and members of parliament,31 Der Scherer Illustrierte Tiroler Monatsschrift für Politik und Launte in Kunst und Leben (Illustrated Tyrolean Monthly for Politics and Entertainment in Art and Life).

The magazine may have the dubious distinction of providing Hitler with his initial idea for the symbol that was to become so uniquely and chillingly identified with his future Nazi party. It carried the swastika on its masthead to denote its empathy for the German volkisch (that is, racist and nationalistic attitudes).32

Whatever the reasons—illness, brutalization by his father, a warped personality, a too-high intelligence, a percipient nationalism having its basis in racism—Hitler as a teenager was drifting on troubled waters, sustained only by an overactive and unrealistic imagination.
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2

Hitler’s Erratic Search

In mid-1907 Hitler persuaded his mother that he should seek a new direction by becoming a student at the Vienna Academy of Arts. As his father had once done, he set out from his home village for the city vowing not to return until he had made something of himself.1

However, instead of sitting for the admission exams he became a dropout, aimlessly enjoying the Austrian capital, indulging his imagination, and giving free rein to his passion for escaping any responsibilities. He did not usually rise until noon, then he would saunter the streets or parks and visit museums, art galleries, and the like. At night he would often attend the opera.2 He dressed as a young man of leisure carrying an ivory-topped black cane, giving every indication he was a university student.3

Hitler in this period painted only occasionally, water colors filled with finicky detail that betrayed nothing of the forces raging within him.4 He spent far more time indulging in extravagant daydreams of how he would one day overwhelm the world with his deeds.5 His friend August Kubizek from Linz, a music student who lived in lodgings with Hitler for a while in Vienna, found him to be completely out of control: states of exaltation alternated with moods of deep depression in which he saw nothing but injustice, hatred, and hostility directed against him. In his depressions he would rail against the whole of humanity; it did not understand him, would not accept him; it persecuted and cheated him and set snares for the sole purpose of preventing him from getting somewhere.6

Nevertheless he illogically believed that destiny had a special future role for him—at first it was to be that of an artistic genius. However, when he did finally sit for the art school exams, “full of confidence and self-assurance,” he failed.7 The school records note: “The following gentlemen submitted unsatisfactory drawings or were not admitted to the examination … Adolf Hitler, Branau a. Inn, 20 April 1889, German, Catholic, Father civil servant, upper rank. Four grades of Realschule. Few heads. Sample drawing unsatisfactory.”8 Hitler notes that, “I was so convinced I had been successful that when I received my rejection it struck me as a bolt from the blue … a lightning flash.”9

No doubt, based at least partly on the examiner’s terse report, the cause of Hitler’s failure is given by a number of his biographers, including Alan Bullock, as the fact that he was not good enough, even that the very idea of his applying was another of his grandiose notions without foundation. Bullock says Hitler continued to delude himself throughout his life that he was an artistic genius, frequently lamenting what the world had lost when, out of a sense of duty, he was forced to turn to politics.10

In fact the entrance standard was high: only 28 of the 120 applicants who sat had been accepted. The German author Wulf Schwarzwaller* says it would be completely wrong to conclude that Hitler was less talented than the successful applicants: the decision to accept or reject an applicant was at times arbitrary and subjective. Many of the applicants who were originally accepted for being “highly talented” later sank into obscurity while some of those who failed the same examination—as Hitler did—went on to make a name for themselves as professional artists.11

Hitler’s sketches contained outstandingly rendered details of streets and buildings but there was an almost total absence of people or animals; where he did depict them they looked more like puppets, while the trees were more plastic-cast scenery than living organisms.12 It can be assumed that one important reason the judges were put off was the absence of life forms in his work.

Hitler sought an interview with the school director over his rejection. It was suggested that his talents lay in architecture, not painting. However, Hitler did not bother to follow up on the suggestion.13 Instead, he turned his seething mind to other areas that could do with the help of his unrecognized genius.


He developed a scheme for a nonalcoholic drink; he looked for substitutes for smoking or drew up plans for the reform of schools. He composed theses attacking landlords and officials (and) outlines for a “German ideal state.”14



Hitler also read a diverse range of books and attended lectures on all sorts of subjects including the occult. According to August Kubizek, a friend of the young Hitler, Hitler’s interests included Oriental religion, astrology, yoga, hypnotism, and other aspects of occultism.15 Other writers, such as Francis King (Satan and Swastika), Gerald Suster (Hitler: The Occult Messiah), and Trevor Ravenscroft (The Spear of Destiny), obviously hoping to tie Hitler closely to the occult, specifically add numerology, magic, the paranormal, psychokinesis, water divining, graphology, numerology, physiognomy, and many other offbeat subjects.
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