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  Born and raised in New Mexico and West Texas, Megan Eaves is proud to call the Southwest home. She began traveling at a young age, finishing her B.A. at the University of New Mexico and going on to earn her M.A. in Intercultural Studies from Dublin City University in Ireland. In between, Megan spent a significant amount of time in Asia and there penned her first book, This Is China: A Guidebook for Teachers, Backpackers and Other Lunatics (Lulu Press, 2009).




  After years abroad, Megan recently returned home to the sunny Southwest and, newly married to a wonderful man from Ireland, she is enjoying exploring her old stomping grounds with new eyes. When not working furiously on guidebooks, Megan is a freelance writer and publishes a number of articles and blog entries on the Web about the many places around the world that she has visited. Megan is especially fond of El Paso for its unique cultural mix and great food.




  Visit Megan Eaves online at her Web site, www.meganeaveswriting.com, where you can check out her personal blog, follow her daily musings on Twitter (@megoizzy) or catch up with her via Facebook.
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  PREFACE




  I am a travel writer. My job is not to make places sound good; it is to uncover whatever the most unique and wonderful aspects of a place are and report on them. It is to find out how a city breathes and describe the inhalations and exhalations for others. It is to pinpoint the rare corners of the world and bring them to life on a page.




  When I first started writing this book, my knowledge of El Paso was shallow: a few good restaurants, the main tourist sites, the bridges to Juárez (and why not to cross them), the best areas of town for shopping. But through this process, I have come to understand that El Paso is not like Santa Fe (my hometown) or Tucson or even Los Angeles. Its charms bubble far below the surface and you have to dive deep to see them. El Paso is not a shallow city—it is not a place of glowing magnetism and it certainly isn’t a tourist trap. What I have uncovered here is the lifeblood of a true American city. If you ever want to understand the earliest beginnings of this country or get a sense of what life in the Southwest is really about, minus the turquoise jewelry and faux Navajo rugs, then you absolutely must spend some time getting to know El Paso.




  If you’ve picked up this book or even casually flipped through the pages in a bookstore, you have at least some interest in the Sun City. Maybe you are passing through on your way to somewhere else (as many of El Paso’s visitors are). Perhaps you are being relocated here or stationed at Fort Bliss. You might even be an incoming college student enrolling at UTEP. And you might be simply interested in learning about the American Southwest through its last authentic outpost. If you are of that last group, congratulations, for you are a rare and important breed. No matter what brings you to El Paso, though, you will find something in this book to help you get around, from relocation advice to accommodation listings and sightseeing spots.




  Despite spending the better part of four months every day living and breathing El Paso, I’m still not sure I completely understand it, for it is a city that takes an incredible length of time to reveal itself. The layers of culture, heritage, background, socioeconomics, politics, and language here are so thick that it would perhaps take a lifetime of living here to really get El Paso. But that doesn’t mean that the average visitor can’t experience some of the city’s finest and most authentic aspects, whether they be shopping for cowboy boots or discovering the nation’s oldest churches, on even the most casual of trips.




  I hope you will find this book useful and inspiring on your journey into El Paso, and I truly hope that you can, as I did, find something here worth writing home about.
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  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK




  




  Welcome to the Insiders’ Guide to El Paso. This book has everything you’ll need to know before setting out to discover all the fantastic things that the Sun City has to offer. Within these pages, you’ll find a selection of listings, stories, and general information to help you get around, whether you’re visiting for a short weekend or staying in El Paso for awhile. What makes this book different from a visitors guide or tourism pamphlet is that we are allowed to have opinions. All of the information presented in this book was gathered from personal experience, and the author allowed herself to remain anonymous while doing this research, seeing the city just like you—as a visitor. The end result is a set of travel guidelines that do not pander to specific businesses, but rather present a true-to-life collection of listings that will help you make your decisions about how to best experience El Paso.




  Where you start reading this book will depend largely on your purpose in El Paso. If you are coming for a vacation, you’ll find an excellent overview of the accommodations, restaurants, and sightseeing opportunities on offer here. If you are relocating or being stationed at Fort Bliss, you can dive into the relocation-specific chapters toward the back of the book. One of the wonderful things about this guide is that you can start almost anywhere you like—you don’t necessarily need to begin at the beginning.




  The chapters at the front of the book will get you started in your vacation plans. Before you jump in the car or head to the airport, you might want to take a look at the Getting Here, Getting Around chapter, which will give you an idea about how El Paso is laid out and help you find your way through the city when you first arrive.




  The Accommodations and Attractions chapters should be your next stop as you begin to decide where you’d like to stay and what you’d like to see while you’re here.




  If you’re sitting on a plane or in an airport lounge, I would recommend diving into the History chapter, for understanding El Paso’s history is one of the keys to understanding the city itself. This chapter is presented in summary form and includes the major events that shaped El Paso from its founding in the 1500s. With such a long span of time to cover, this is also the densest chapter in the book and you may find yourself needing to take your time and read it section by section.




  For a quick cultural overview of El Paso, you’ll want to check out the Borderlands chapter, which describes the Sun City’s unique collection of cultural backgrounds, heritages, and languages, and describes a bit about what life is like along the U.S.–Mexico border.




  There are also chapters about El Paso’s restaurants and nightlife, and a family-friendly chapter entitled Kidstuff with lots of great places that are sure to keep the young ones entertained. All of these chapters are presented in listings format, with information about the part of the city in which each business is located. If you are here on business or have a specific part of town in mind, you’ll be able to pinpoint the perfect hotel or place to eat nearby; otherwise, you can use the maps at the front of the book to help you decide in what part of El Paso you might like to stay. Shopping is one of the most delightful things to do in El Paso, and so the Shopping chapter covers everything from modern malls to Mexican mercados.




  The Sun City’s beautiful weather makes outdoor recreation and sports a joy here. The Franklin Mountains, the Rio Grande, and the Chihuahuan Desert come together in providing a plethora of unique and beautiful places to spend the day outside. The Parks and Recreation chapter will tell you all about El Paso’s many city parks, as well as where to go bicycling, mountain biking, hiking, camping, and more. And if you’d like to take in a game, the multitude of spectator sports on offer in El Paso are listed here, too.




  El Paso is also an artistic city, so you won’t be surprised to find specific chapters dedicated to The Arts and Annual Events and Festivities, and from these pages you can begin to explore the many art museums, galleries, bookshops, and cultural activities available here throughout the year. The Annual Events and Festivities chapter presents a month-by-month listing of some of El Paso’s most popular events, from rodeos to film festivals.




  Fancy an overnight soak in the hot springs of New Mexico or a quick weekend ski trip? You’ll find a wealth of places to explore within a day’s drive of El Paso in the Day Trips and Getaways chapter. Many of the places covered delve deeper into Southern and Central New Mexico, as well as nearby areas to the east in Texas, such as Guadalupe National Park and Big Ben. It would take weeks to explore them all, so if you are relocating to El Paso, take your time and go through each one. Those just traveling through may have some tough decisions to make about which of these numerous amazing nearby spots to visit.




  Moving to El Paso or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, retirement, education, health and wellness, and media. If you have children, you’ll want to take a look at the Education and Child Care chapter, which provides an overview of the city’s daycare options, school systems, and colleges. Likewise, the Health and Wellness chapter will point you toward the wonderful hospitals and care centers in El Paso, as well as a number of spas and gyms.




  Of course, this book is not a phonebook, so the information here is just a choice selection of places to go and things to see. We encourage you to stray from these pages, particularly as regards restaurants and nightlife—El Paso has so many wonderful places to eat and drink that it would be impossible to list them all. One of the best parts about traveling is discovering things for yourself, so by all means, blaze new trails, using this book as your starting point.




  It must be said that businesses come and go with El Paso’s rapid expansion, so information can change quickly. Even Web sites can be wrong if they aren’t updated regularly. As such, the information provided here has been kept to generalities rather than specifics, and it is always a good idea to call beforehand to confirm the hours of operation or entrance fees.




  The Insiders’ Guide to El Paso will be updated regularly, so if on your explorations you find some of the information within to be wrong, or if you have suggestions of your own about El Paso’s best and most interesting, we would love to hear from you. You may write to us at Globe Pequot Press, P. O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437-0480 or at editorial@globepequot.com.
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  AREA OVERVIEW




  




  Welcome to El Paso, the sixth largest city in Texas and a true western frontier town and vibrant modern city in the sunny Southwest. For many, just the name “El Paso” conjures up images of Old West gunfights, saloon brawls, and rattlesnakes, and though there are plenty of the latter that lurk in the desert mountains surrounding the city, with a population of more than 600,000, El Paso is truly a modern metroplex with all the amenities and amusements on offer in any of America’s best cities. Make no mistake, though, El Paso is one of America’s oldest towns. Decades before the British landed on Plymouth R3ock, El Paso was already an established settlement and burgeoning trade center along the Spanish Camino Royal. Once a part of Spain, then Mexico and finally the United States, El Paso has seen its share of tumultuous battles, devastating natural phenomena, and of course, saloon brawls. And while Santa Fe and Tucson have unceremoniously sold their souls to the turquoise masses, El Paso retains its authentic flavor that is rustic, outlawish, and just a little bit gritty.




  The fact that El Paso has changed hands a number of times, being at one time Spanish, then Mexican, New Mexican, and finally Texan, means that El Pasoans carry on that heritage. The mix of cultures here is as diverse as anywhere you’ll find in the United States, and people here are proud of their colors and backgrounds. Spanish flows freely on El Paso’s streets and sidewalks, and vivid murals flash portrayals of local flavor and history around the city as colorful as the spicy dishes served in the best of its restaurants.




  El Paso has a unique “live and let live” policy that distinguishes it from the rest of Texas. Indeed, El Paso is closer to Santa Fe than its own capital city, Austin, and sometimes the locals joke that El Paso should secede from Texas and join New Mexico. Considering the shared heritage—the fact that El Paso was at one time part of New Mexico and that it is the only city in Texas operating on Mountain Time—it’s a notion that isn’t difficult to fathom. You might find that Paseños aren’t as openly friendly as people in other West Texas towns, but give it time and you’ll soon come to find that the locals will open up to you in a very real and welcoming way.




  ENVIRONMENT




  El Paso’s environment is striking and unusual. Known as the Sun City, El Paso sees more than 300 days of sunshine a year and gets only about 9 inches of rainfall annually. While this presents unique challenges, especially regarding water conservation and water supply, of which there is almost always a shortage, it also makes El Paso an absolutely beautiful place to visit or live. Golf is understandably popular here; so is outdoor recreation of all kinds.




  El Paso’s winters are fairly mild, dropping to an average low of about 35°F at night, but staying at a mild 55°F on most winter days. The city sees a few snows during the winter, which rarely last long and often melt off once the sun begins to shine again—usually within half a day. The summers can be scorchingly hot at around 90°F during the day, but the dry heat makes that temperature much more tolerable than in other locations with humidity. It will only take one summer day’s heat inside your car and a nearly melted steering wheel scalding your hands before you invest in a cheap but oh-so-necessary windshield shade.




  

    

      What’s Your Pleasure?




      There is something for everyone in this outpost town, and here, so far away from the fancy suits of Washington and the hippie shops of San Francisco, almost anything goes. Whatever your lifestyle and interests may be, you’ll find an outlet in El Paso. Outdoorsy types will discover plenty of mountain biking and camping to keep them busy year round, and the amazing sunshine here helps make that possible, too. Culture vultures will go for El Paso’s museums, from which there are more than a dozen to choose, ranging from art galleries to modern art museums, history museums, and more. If you’re a foodie, welcome to paradise—El Paso has an absolutely unparalleled underground food scene that includes mom ‘n’ pop joints, tiny Mexican holes-in-the-wall, and upscale gourmet bistros. And down home sports fans can pull up a stool in one of El Paso’s scores of homey sports bars to catch a game or cheer on the local UTEP Miners college athletics.


    


  




  Another aspect of El Paso’s environment is its altitude. At slightly under 3,800 feet, it is just high enough to be arid but rarely presents a problem for newcomers. El Paso also sits at the very northern edge of the Chihuahuan Desert, so it is home to a wonderful array of flora and fauna, including the aforementioned rattlesnakes, as well as coyotes, mountain lions, and scorpions, which can be both beautiful and dangerous.




  i If you are bitten by a snake or attacked by a wild animal, contact 911 emergency response and/or the West Texas Regional Poison Center at (800) 764-7661 immediately.




  When hiking or enjoying the numerous outdoor activities around El Paso, several things are important to keep in mind. First, always wear sunscreen and protective clothing, especially in the summer when you might sunburn. It is very easy to become a victim of heat exhaustion, dehydration, and sunstroke, so always be sure to drink extra amounts of water, especially as you are newly adjusting to El Paso’s climate. When walking or camping in the wilderness, there are several amazing but deadly creatures that you might encounter, including rattlesnakes and scorpions, so stay away from small holes and underbrush.




  The Rio Grande flows right through the middle of El Paso and creates the international boundary between the United States and Mexico. Traditionally, the river has been the lifeblood of the area and it created a lush, fertile valley where it was possible to farm a number of produce and fruits. Some of the earliest settlers here were vintners from Spain who found the area to be ideal for growing grapes. As such, El Paso was the first winemaking region in the United States.




  One thing is for sure: El Paso is stunningly beautiful. The Franklin Mountains, which jut south into the city and curve El Paso into a horseshoe shape, comprise the largest urban park in the United States and provide a stunning backdrop to downtown El Paso’s skyline. They are also the masters of creating blazing sunsets that light up the sky almost nightly in beautiful hues of orange, pink, purple, and violet. And if you still aren’t convinced, just spend an evening sipping a margarita on one of the city’s obligatory patios watching that sunset and you’ll be on board. ¡Bienvenidos!




  EL PASO NEIGHBORHOODS




  Central




  The area known as Central El Paso is the oldest part of the city and includes the downtown district and the University of Texas at El Paso, as well as South El Paso, which is a less economically developed area of the city. While Central has arguably some of the most beautiful and historic neighborhoods in the city, in recent years, many El Pasoans have opted to move to the newer developments on the East and West sides, favoring more modern homes in suburban developments over the compact and historic feel of Central El Paso.




  If you are looking for a historic, centrally located place to live in a vibrant, colorful, and multicultural district, then Central El Paso is the place. The streets here comprise a diverse array of distinct neighborhoods, some of them unfortunately neglected, and all of them once part of a lively city center atmosphere of a bygone era. Central, too, is the leafiest district of El Paso, with large lumbering tree-lined streets and an interesting variety of unique brick architecture. Most of the homes in Central were once prized mansions, and though many are now inhabited by the older generations of El Pasoans still clinging to a time in the city’s past, this can be an absolutely charming, convenient, and not all too expensive area to live in.




  

    

      Visitor Information




      El Paso Convention & Visitors Bureau




      One Civic Plaza




      (915) 534-0600




      (800) 351-6024




      www.elpasocvb.com




      You can request free information about El Paso, including a welcome packet and an official visitors guide, from the El Paso Convention and Visitors Bureau. Likewise, stop in to their offices downtown once you arrive for a free map, pamphlets, and lots of great advice about what to do and where to go in the Sun City.




      Texas Welcome Center




      I-10 at Exit 0 in Anthony




      (915) 886-3468




      This tourist office is located right at the Texas–New Mexico border in Anthony as you cross the state line. If you’re driving into town from the west or north, this makes an easy stop for a few maps or pamphlets.




      Airport Welcome Center




      El Paso International Airport




      (915) 534-0658




      Fort Bliss Visitors Center




      Inside the PX Mall




      (915) 534-0657




      Juárez Tourist Center




      Avenida Lerdo




      Just south of the Bridge of the Americas.


    


  




  Eastside




  The fastest growing area of El Paso is the Eastside, a sprawling swath of city bordered on the north by US 10/62 and on the southwest by I-10. The Eastside’s flat desert land was ideal for affordable housing construction, which allowed many large developers to move in over the past decade, resulting in a massive boom of new subdivisions here, and the Eastside now accounts for more than half the city’s new homes each year. In 1999, the City of El Paso annexed nearly 2,400 acres of land on the Eastside, which continues to be developed into suburban neighborhoods by large housing companies. Most of the homes and neighborhoods on the Eastside are modern suburban housing complexes and subdivisions, as well as some gated communities. The Eastside thus has become one of the most expensive places in terms of El Paso real estate, with homes selling for upwards of $200,000 in subdivisions like Vista Hills and El Dorado. If you are looking for a modern home built within the past 10 years in a cutely sculpted suburban area with good schools, the Eastside is an ideal choice, as homes here are not as expensive as those in similar developments on the Westside.




  Northeast Side




  The laid back lifestyle of the Northeast Side is popular with nature lovers and retirees for its beautiful views and proximity to Trans-mountain Road and the Franklin Mountains. This narrow district is bordered to the east by US 54 and Fort Bliss and backed by the mountains to the west, and is easily accessible via Loop 375 and US 54. The Transmountain Road provides very scenic access to the Westside in about 20 minutes. At Cohen Stadium, you can take in an AA baseball game or a summer concert. Also, because the area is not far from Fort Bliss, many military families and retirees choose to reside here. Homes on the Northeast Side are not old, though the area is not expanding at the rate of the East- or Westside. Homes here are much more reasonably priced, averaging around $122,000 and top-ping out at $225,000 in the luxurious Angel’s Triangle neighborhood, probably because the area is further afield from downtown. However, it is still well-served with plenty of shops, grocery stores, churches, and fast food restaurants.




  Lower Valley




  The Lower Valley is made up of a series of independent communities that are among the oldest in the area. Comprised of Ysleta, Socorro, and San Elizario, the Lower Valley is a string of once-thriving farming communities where most businesses still carry a family name and it is not unusual to farm chickens in your backyard. Life in the Lower Valley is a unique combination of rural and urban, being only a few minutes’ drive from downtown and yet still characterized by pecan orchards and family farms. Most of the homes in the Lower Valley are older, some with expansive backyards, gardens, and facilities for livestock. Though certainly not the most pristine or modern part of El Paso, the Lower Valley has a charm and culture all its own, as a mixture of well-established Native American and Mexican cultures comprise the breadth of the population here. The community rests between I-10 and the Border Highway, with the Rio Grande running along the southern strip of the valley, creating natural border between El Paso and Juárez. The Tigua Indian reservation, one of the El Paso’s biggest tourist attractions and site of the Ysleta Mission, built in 1680, is located within the Lower Valley.
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    Kern Place




    Considered by many to be El Paso’s earliest suburb, the beautifully historic Kern Place neighborhood, which sits to the east of the UTEP campus, was created in 1914 by a local entrepreneur by the name of Peter Kern. When Kern arrived to El Paso in the 1880s, he established his own business in the jewelry trade and eventually bought a large piece of land in what was, at the time, the very outer limit of El Paso. It wasn’t until after his return from an extended trip to Alaska in 1914 that Kern, together with New York engineer W. I. Rider, began drawing up plans for the unique neighborhood that would become Kern Place.




    No longer a suburb, Kern Place is now deeply set in Central El Paso and is recognized for its lawns and gardens, historic homes, lush parks, and a lively entertainment district. The houses and architecture of Kern Place are unlike any in El Paso. Among the most recognized homes in the neighborhood is Paul Luckett’s house at 1201 Cincinnati Ave., which is constructed of rock gathered from the area and is fondly referred to as “The Castle” because of its round walls and crenellated rooftop. The Hoover House at 711 Cincinnati Ave. is another well-known home in Kern Place. The Hoover House was originally built for El Paso Mayor Richard M. Dudley and was eventually bought by businessman Robert Thompson Hoover, whose wife later deeded the house to UTEP. Since 1965, the Hoover House has been home to the university’s presidents.




    By far, the neighborhood’s most popular spot is the Cincinnati Avenue Entertainment District, located at the intersection of Mesa Street and Cincinnati Avenue just east of the UTEP campus. The city’s greatest concentration of bars, clubs, and restaurants is located here along Cincinnati Ave., and it is a popular nightlife spot among El Paso’s younger set, especially UTEP students.




    Kern Place is also home to a number of green spaces. Among them, Madeline Park, which was named after Peter Kern’s estranged daughter, is located off of Kern Drive and Baltimore Drive. With a lovely gazebo, children’s playground, and basketball court, this oblong-shaped park is a great place to take in a picnic or get outdoors on a sunny El Paso afternoon. Just east of Kern Place is Arroyo Park, a natural desert open space with a large arroyo (dry riverbed) running through it. Arroyo Park is popular with nature walkers and mountain bikers and offers a lovely view of downtown and Ciudad Juárez from the base of the Franklin Mountains.


  




  Many of the homes in the Lower Valley are priced below $70,000, representing an incredible value for an area that is more rural than economically underdeveloped. There are also a few pockets of new development along the far eastern ends of the valley, where higher value homes are being built. The Lower Valley is served by Ysleta Independent School District, which offers both traditional schools and magnet school programs with specialized curricula in fine arts, science, and technology.




  Westside/Upper Valley




  The Westside (also known as the Upper Valley) is a rapidly expanding concoction of modern homes, shopping malls, chain restaurants, and department stores that extends north and west of downtown, bordered by the Rio Grande and Mexico to the west and the Franklin Mountains to the east. The most pricey real estate area in El Paso, homes on the Westside average in the $300,000 to $400,000 range, with the most expensive on the market peaking out at upwards of $600,000 in posh neighborhoods like Country Club and Festival Hills. Particularly the area south of Mesa Street/Country Club Road and west of I-10, homes are spread out onto larger tracts of land in open, leafy neighborhoods that are less cramped than the tightly packed new subdivisions of the Eastside. Like the Eastside, though, the Westside is one of the fastest growing and most sought-after real estate markets in the city, and is well served with all types of shopping and dining options.




  TEXAS SUBURBS




  Canutillo




  Canutillo (pronounced can-uh-tee-yo) is a community on the east bank of the Rio Grande and on US 80 and 85 about 12 miles northwest of downtown El Paso in northwestern El Paso County. The community also was on the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway and was the site of the historic homestead of Joseph Magoffin in the 1800s. Sandwiched between the river and the mountains, Canutillo represents an interesting mix of urban El Paso and the surrounding rural communities. Here you will find slightly older homes built on suburban style streets and surrounded by a similar rural desert quality of the Lower Valley, but lacking the charming farms and scenic pecan groves of some of the New Mexico suburbs.




  Homestead Meadows




  Homestead Meadows is an eastern suburb of El Paso and is split into two sections by US 180/62: Homestead Meadows North and Homestead Meadows South. Neither area is particularly well developed; at present, it is a sparsely populated ranching community with large tracts of desert land that have yet to be built upon. Life in Homestead Meadows is a pleasant and quiet alternative to the bustle of the more suburban and central areas of the city, while still only a short drive to downtown El Paso. Homestead Meadows is served by the Clint Independent School District, a small district with three high schools, three middle schools, and three elementary schools. This as yet mostly untapped suburban community will, no doubt, see a lot of growth during the coming decade.




  Horizon City




  Listed as one of CNN Money’s 2007 best places to live, Horizon City is located around 20 miles east of El Paso in El Paso County and has a population of around 15,000 people. This tidy suburban town has a number of beautiful parks, extremely low crime rates, and good schools served by the small Clint Independent School District. Horizon City has comparably low home prices averaging at just over $100,000 for most places, and it is an ever-expanding suburb (much like the rest of East El Paso) where many of the homes are newly built within the last 10 years. Horizon City is located a few miles off I-10 along Horizon Road.




  NEW MEXICO SUBURBS




  Anthony




  Known locally as “the best little town in two states,” Anthony is located literally on the border between Texas and New Mexico. It is a quiet small suburban town located about 15 miles north of El Paso. As of July 1, 2010, Anthony is officially incorporated as its own town with an elected mayor, a city council, and a judge. Anthony has a similar rustic feel not unlike the Lower Valley of El Paso, which is dotted with pecan orchards, farms, cotton fields, and horse ranches. Like much of New Mexico, Anthony is noted for scenic sunsets with views of the desert mountains. The main part of town is characterized by little adobe (mud) storefronts lined up one next to the other in a multitude of yellows, browns, and reds. On the Texas side, Anthony is served by its own Independent School District, while students on the New Mexico side attend schools in the Gadsden ISD.




  Chaparral




  Eleven miles across the mountain through Anthony Gap east of Anthony is Chaparral, another small rural suburb of El Paso. In Place Names of New Mexico it is described as a “rural subdivision whose name means ‘overgrown with scrub oak,’” a fairly apt description of Chaparral, which is characterized by a scrubby desert landscape. Many manufactured homes and mobile homes are scattered over a wide expanse of land here and housing is cheap, though it is certainly not the most modern or beautiful area of El Paso. Because the eastern boundary of Chaparral is Fort Bliss, some military personnel choose to live here. There is some business in Chaparral, but it is primarily a “bedroom community” for El Paso and Las Cruces workers. Chaparral is served by the Gadsden Independent School District of New Mexico.




  Sunland Park




  Formerly known as Anapra, Sunland Park was renamed for its most popular attraction, the Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino. Sunland Park sits northwest of downtown El Paso under the watchful eye of Mount Cristo Rey, a huge Christ statue located on a mountain peak a few miles from town. The racetrack is, of course, the biggest draw to Sunland Park, as well as the recently relocated Western Playland Amusement Park, where many El Paso families come for a bit of roller coaster excitement during the summer. Sunland Park, like the other nearby New Mexico suburbs, is served by Gadsden Independent School District and is considered part of the Las Cruces municipal area, even though it is much closer to El Paso. Sunland Park is a quiet, clean little suburb with rows of affordable homes tucked onto several neatly gridded streets.




  LANGUAGE




  While neither Texas nor El Paso has an official language, both Spanish and English are used here on a regular basis. Of course, English tends to be the language of choice for most daily activities and most El Pasoans are native English speakers. However, you are certain to encounter Spanish, as El Paso is home to one of the largest Spanish-speaking populations in the U.S., and one of the most literate Spanish populations at that. The city has also developed its own unique combination of the two—a kind of “Spanglish” combination of both Spanish and English words, chosen at will for whichever word is most appropriate at the time. If you plan to stay awhile or are relocating, you’ll certainly want to brush up on your Spanish—it will endear you to the locals and provide you some of the best meals on offer in El Paso.




  In addition to English and Spanish, you might also hear a number of other languages around the city. Thanks to Fort Bliss, each year El Paso plays host to a number of German soldiers undergoing Air Force training here. There are also quite a few Chinese, Thai, and Vietnamese people in the city, many of whom are second and third generation family members of railroad workers who arrived in the 1880s.




  i Piñata Publishing, which produces the El Paso Visitors Guide magazine, also maintains a useful visitors’ Web site with plenty of helpful information at www.elpasosouthwest.com.




  TIME ZONE




  El Paso operates as part of the Mountain Time zone, quite apart from the rest of Texas, which uses Central Time, so El Paso is always one hour behind Houston, Austin, and Dallas. This time zone includes two Texas counties—El Paso and its neighbor to the west, Hudspeth—and the rest of the state operates as usual on Central Time. The change of time zone can be a little confusing if you are driving through or traveling between Texas cities, so once you reach El Paso, be sure to move your clock one hour behind Central Time or one hour ahead of Pacific Time. Conversely, if you are coming from Arizona or anywhere in New Mexico, you’ll keep your clock on the same time zone.




  i Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 a.m. on the second Sunday in March and reverts to Standard Time at 2 a.m. on the first Sunday in November. El Pasoans set their clocks one hour forward in March and back one hour in November.




  CURRENCY AND ECONOMY




  Being so proximal to Mexico presents unique challenges for El Paso’s economy. Prior to the 1994 signing of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), much of El Paso’s economy relied on industrial manufacturing, as many large companies had factory headquarters here. However, NAFTA changed all of that, allowing free trade across both the Mexican and Canadian borders. Many of El Paso’s longtime economic contributors then chose to move their factories south of the border, where they found less expensive operating costs and a plethora of cheap labor. Known as maquiladoras, or assembly factories, many of these plants are now located in Ciudad Juárez and have taken on a controversial reputation for employing underpaid, overworked (mostly women) laborers. And of course, these relocations adversely affected many El Paso workers, putting hundreds of people out of jobs. This, in turn, has spurred the establishment in recent years of several dozen technical colleges and trade schools that formed to educate displaced workers, arming them with technical skills for a newly developing jobs market.




  Nonetheless, El Paso is a working town and some of its biggest employers continue to be manufacturing facilities and industrial plants. Western Refining, for instance, has offices in El Paso, as do a number of mechanical parts companies, such as Boeing, Hoover, and Delphi auto parts. Perhaps surprisingly, the city’s largest employer is El Paso Independent School District, with Fort Bliss taking an unsurprising second-place seat, employing some 6,800 civilian workers. Other major employers in the city include the other school districts and the University of Texas at El Paso, as well as the city itself.




  i Did you know that Fort Bliss is the largest air defense center in the world? More than 8,000 people live and work on Fort Bliss, and the base contributes around $2 billion every year to the local economy.




  Being firmly a part of the United States for more than 150 years, El Paso of course operates on the U.S. dollar. However, its proximity to Mexico means that there is a presence of the Mexican peso and plenty of bureaus de change and banks where one can exchange currency, especially downtown near the international bridges. On the Mexican side, of course the peso is in full use, but most shops and markets in Juárez will gladly accept U.S. dollars, too.




  CITY HIGHLIGHTS




  To orient yourself in El Paso, the first thing you must remember is that the city is almost split in two by the Franklin Mountains. The Westside is El Paso’s most affluent and quickly developing area, with lots of large, beautiful homes, expansive new shopping centers, and chain restaurants going up in spades. The Eastside is home to the Texas sprawl, which is fitting considering that it is the area most closely connected to the rest of the state. The downtown area is a narrow, hilly strip that falls at an incline from the foothills above the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) down to the Rio Grande and the international bridges. Most of downtown operates on a grid, luckily, with many of the streets traveling as one-ways either east or west. The rest of the city is fairly easy to maneuver, with several major roads and highways providing access to both sides of the city in a matter of minutes. Thus, El Pasoans don’t hesitate to skirt across town for a quick bite to eat or an evening out.




  Many of the city’s highlights are concentrated in the downtown area, including the major museums, great shopping, international flavor, beautiful hotels, tasty restaurants, and good nightlife. In the event that you are just passing through or have arrived by bus or train, you should have no problem exploring the main sites on foot, and there are upscale hotels, cheap motels, and even a backpacker hostel to accommodate all types of travelers.




  One of the Sun City’s main tourist draws is its history, most of which is concentrated outside of downtown in the Lower Valley along the Mission Trail. Here, you can visit a series of historic churches that were among the first buildings erected in the area some 350 years ago. Here, too, you can visit the only Native American pueblo in Texas. The Ysleta del Sur pueblo is home to the Tigua Indian tribe, one of three federally recognized Native American tribes in the state. In addition to taking in the historic beauty of the mission churches here, you can also get to know the rich traditions of this Native American culture at the Tigua Indian Cultural Center.




  If it’s outdoorsy delights that you are after, you’ll have no trouble spotting the massive, craggy Franklin Mountains from pretty much any vantage point in the city. In this, the largest urban park in the nation, you’ll find plenty of campsites, hiking paths, and mountain biking trails to explore. If you prefer the comfort of your car, Transmountain Road runs a circular loop through the Franklins providing amazing views of the city below. And the Wyler Aerial Tramway will take you from the foothills to the peaks in just a matter of minutes, with an interesting guided talk as you soar your way up.




  

    Vital Statistics




    

      Founded: 1659 (incorporated 1873)

    




    

      Area codes: 915, El Paso; 432, El Paso County; 575, nearby New Mexico

    




    

      Population: 751,296 (2009 estimate); Ciudad Juárez, 1,512,354

    




    

      County: El Paso County

    




    

      State capital: Austin

    




    

      Area cities: Ciudad Juárez, Mex.; Las Cruces, NM; Horizon City, Socorro, Ysleta, Sunland Park, Anthony, Canutillo, Homestead Meadows

    




    

      Area: 250.9 sq. mi.

    




    

      Elevation: 3,762 ft.

    




    

      Nickname: The Sun City

    




    

      Average temperatures:

    




    

      January: 55°F (high); 28°F (low)

    




    

      July: 95°F (high)

    




    

      Annual rainfall: 8.75 inches

    




    

      Average days of sunshine: 302

    




    

      Colleges and universities: University of Texas at El Paso, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso Campus, Park University Fort Bliss, Texas Tech College of Architecture at El Paso, El Paso Community Colleges, Doña Ana Community College, Texas Tech University—Paul Foster School of Medicine

    




    

      Time zone: Mountain Standard Time, Mountain Daylight Time

    




    

      Major area employers: El Paso Independent School District, Fort Bliss, Ysleta Independent School District, City of El Paso, University of Texas at El Paso, Socorro Independent School District, Sierra Providence Health Network, El Paso Community College, Wal-Mart, El Paso County, Las Palmas and Del Sol Regional Health Care System, Echostar

    




    

      Famous Paseños: Eddie Guerrero (pro-wrestler), Vikki Car (singer), Debbie Reynolds (singer), Stevie Nicks (singer), Jeff Bingaman (senator), Patrick G. Forrester (NASA astronaut), Sandra Day O’Connor (retired Supreme Court Justice), George S. Patton (U.S. Army general), John J. Pershing (U.S. Army general), Pat Garrett (Western lawman), Thomas Haden Church (actor), Anthony Quinn (actor), Sam Donaldson (former ABC news anchor), Jack Handey (comedian), Frank Castillo (MLB player), Don Haskins (UTEP basketball coach), Lee Trevino (professional golfer)

    




    

      Major airports: El Paso International Airport

    




    

      Public transportation: Sun Metro (700-A San Francisco St.; 915-533-3333; www.ci.el-paso.tx.us/sunmetro)

    




    

      Military bases: Fort Bliss Driving laws: Seatbelts are mandatory for all passengers. No open alcohol containers are allowed in vehicles. Children up to four years must be in a child safety seat. New drivers must obtain a Texas driver’s license within 90 days of arrival. Young drivers must be 15 years old to obtain a Hardship License.

    




    

      Alcohol laws: The drinking age in the state of Texas is 21 years. Open alcohol containers are prohibited from motor vehicles and streets and sidewalks in the central business district, and public intoxication is a fineable offence. Last call at bars across Texas is 2 a.m.

    




    

      Tobacco laws: The minimum age for the purchase of tobacco products is 18 years. In 2002, El Paso instituted a stringent smoke-free indoor air ordinance that banned smoking in all workplaces, restaurants, and bars. Many businesses have outdoor patios for smoking.

    




    

      Daily newspapers: El Paso Times, El Diario de El Paso (Spanish language)

    




    

      City sales tax: 1.0 percent

    




    

      State sales tax: 6.25 percent

    




    

      Time and temperature: (915) 532-9911

    




    

      Important phone numbers: 911 emergency; (915) 779-1800, Crisis help line; (800) 764-7661, West Texas Regional Poison Center; (915) 772-8894, weather service

    




    

      City web site: www.ci.el-paso.tx.us

    




    

      Chamber of commerce: Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce (10 Civic Center; 915-534-0500; www.elpaso.org); El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (2401 East Missouri Ave.; 915-566-4066; www.ephcc.org)

    


  




  El Paso is a city that reveals itself in folds and not one that can be easily understood in a few short hours. Though its charms are not always present at first glance, as you come to a greater understanding of this truly authentic Southwestern city, you will begin to love it more and more. Take your time. Explore everything. Do some reading about El Paso’s amazing history. And use this book as a jumping off point from which to begin your explorations. If you truly invest the time to understand this little corner of the world, you will learn that it is one of the most unique and authentic places left on earth.




  i Compared to other U.S. cities of its size, El Paso has a considerably low cost of living. El Pasoans pay only 94 percent of the national average for all items, and pay no state, county, or city income tax.




  SAFETY




  In their 2008/09 City Crime Rankings study, CQ Press ranked El Paso as having the third lowest crime rate among cities of 500,000 people or more, and with only about three murders a year on average, it is easily one of the safest places to live in the United States. This is often surprising to people, given the city’s locale along the border. El Paso’s low crime rate stands in stark contrast to its neighbor across the border, Ciudad Juárez, which is now considered the most dangerous city on earth. Increasing drug cartel violence over the past decade has transformed Juárez’s reputation as a seedy-but-loveable border town into an all out war zone. The more than 2,000 homicides in 2009 combined with Ciudad Juárez’s population of 1.5 million give it an estimated murder rate of 133 per 100,000 people—and it is believed that more people die in Juárez a year than do soldiers stationed in Iraq. When compared with El Paso’s three murders per year, the situation in Juárez is both appalling and shocking, and has led to many El Pasoans’ unwillingness to cross the border—an activity that, just a few years ago, would have been a regular Sunday outing.




  The effects of Juárez’s drug war, though, have really only touched El Paso through reputation, and it is honestly a safe, clean city that lives quite apart from the raging violence to the south. Of course, a large portion of Mexican drug trafficking does occur through the El Paso/Juárez ports, but it seems that once on U.S. soil, most traffickers are keen to keep their heads down and noses clean. And so the violence, for the moment, appears to be confined to Mexico.




  Certainly, El Paso suffers from the types of petty crime that plague most American cities—theft and robbery being among the worst that go on here. While shopping in the downtown areas, it is smart to keep a watch on your wallet or purse, as pickpockets may target tourists, especially in crowds. It is wise to always keep your doors locked and to avoid leaving tempting items inside your car overnight, as auto break-ins and theft are not uncommon.




  For the most part, though, you will find El Paso a safe place to be. The Westside and Eastside, where rapid urban development is occurring, are particularly suburban, while downtown sees its share of cross traffic. The lowest income areas of the city are in the Lower Valley, which sadly does correspond to crime rate in most cases, and several rough neighborhoods lie just along the border between downtown and the Lower Valley, including Chihuahuita, or “Little Chihuahua”—a group of streets right near the border crossings south of downtown. No matter where you are, you will want to avoid walking around late at night, especially in areas that may seem or look unsavory.
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  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  




  El Paso has long been a transportation hub. Starting as early as the 16th century, El Camino Real (“The Royal Road”), a busy trading route that connected Mexico City to Santa Fe, New Mexico, brought traffic to the El Paso region. Situated smack dab in the middle of El Camino Real, El Paso, which was officially founded in 1659, served as a halfway point along the route, where traders, conquistadors, politicos, and the Spanish army could rest and refuel. In modern history, El Paso’s air industry has often been at the forefront of technology. In 1968, El Paso International Airport was the first in the United States to install a 130-foot air traffic control tower; in 2000, it was the first airport in the country to begin utilizing the high-tech STARS radar system.




  Despite its historic role as a connecting place, El Paso is uniquely situated as the western-most point of Texas along a domestic boundary with New Mexico and an international border with Mexico. This rare geographic placement has helped form El Paso’s identity as a binational, multicultural city. Additionally, El Paso’s far west location dictates that it has always been a bit of an outpost. It is the only major city in Texas that operates on Mountain Time (the rest of Texas is on Central Time), and the city’s rich Spanish heritage, mix of Hispanic cultures, and a shared history mean that El Paso often identifies more with its neighbor state, New Mexico, than with Texas. Indeed, New Mexico’s capital city, Santa Fe, is only 328 miles from El Paso, while its own state capital, Austin, is a whopping 618 miles away.




  Since the founding of El Paso in the 17th century, the city’s layout has been shaped largely by the natural surroundings. Running mostly on an east-west axis, El Paso forms a U shape around the Franklin Mountains, which make up the southern tip of the North American Rockies. The stark desert mountains rising behind the El Paso skyline give the city a striking backdrop and a number of fantastic outdoor recreational areas, and make it the only major metropolitan area in Texas with a mountainous cityscape.




  OVERVIEW




  As most El Pasoans will tell you, it is pretty much impossible to get lost in the Sun City. I-10 forms the major east-west artery through the city, and the U.S.–Mexico border, comprised of a concrete ditch through which the Rio Grande flows, makes up the city’s southern boundary. The general rule of thumb is: if you come to a bridge, you’re leaving the United States!




  Generally speaking, El Paso is a driving city. There is a fairly extensive public transport network, Sun Metro, which utilizes buses and trolleys, but most locals opt to drive. Parking is rarely a problem, even in the central areas, and it is also possible to walk, as long as you stick to the downtown and University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) areas of town. Walking across the bridges to Ciudad Juárez in Mexico was a popular pastime among tourists (although in recent years, tourism numbers to Juárez have dwindled because of the city’s increasing crime rates). A combination of taxis, shuttle buses, and city buses transports travelers to and from El Paso International Airport, which is a mere 6 miles from downtown. Across the board, El Paso is an extremely easy and scenic city to maneuver and offers visitors the chance to explore the special Borderlands culture unique to the area.




  BY PLANE




  EL PASO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  6701 Convair Rd.




  (915) 780-4749




  www.elpasointernationalairport.com




  Situated just 6 miles from downtown along US Highway 180/62, El Paso International Airport is a bustling transportation hub that sees more than 60 commercial flights a day. In operation three quarters of a century, El Paso International Airport was originally opened as a small municipal airport in 1928. Since then, the airport has gone through multiple changes of name and location.




  Today, El Paso International Airport, abbreviated as ELP, sits on 6,800 acres and is home to 15 gates in two concourses. Gates A1 and A2 service American Airlines, which runs nine flights a day to and from Dallas and Chicago. In Concourse B, the rest of the gates are shared between US Airways, Continental, Delta, Frontier, New Mexico Airlines, Southwest, and United Express/SkyWest. By far, the largest commercial carrier operating at El Paso International Airport is Southwest Airlines, with 34 flights a day to nine destinations including Albuquerque, Austin, Dallas–Love, Houston–Hobby, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Phoenix, San Antonio, and San Diego. In 2008, El Paso International served more than 3 million passengers on its two carrier runways.




  Having undergone major renovations over the past decade, El Paso International is well set up to accommodate travelers with a range of services. A variety of restaurants and lounges is available in the airport, including Burger King, Starbucks, a snack bar, and three restaurants. There are also several gift shops throughout the airport, both before and after the security checkpoints. A Travelex business center, located on the lower level next to the Information Booth, provides currency exchange, fax and photocopying services, and postage, and sells phone cards and travel insurance. There is also Wi-Fi Internet coverage provided by Opti-Fi throughout the airport, with fees of $7.95 for a 24-hour period or $21.99 a month. Travelers that don’t have a laptop or other wireless device can get online at the Travelex Business Center in the main lobby.




  Commercial Airlines




  AMERICAN AIRLINES




  (800) 433-7300




  www.aa.com




  US AIRWAYS




  (800) 428-4322




  www.usairways.com




  CONTINENTAL AIRLINES




  (800) 523-3273




  www.coair.com




  DELTA AIRLINES




  (800) 325-1999




  www.delta.com




  FRONTIER AIRLINES




  (800) 432-1359




  www.frontierairlines.com




  SOUTHWEST AIRLINES




  (800) 435-9792




  www.southwest.com




  Regional/Commuter Airlines




  NEW MEXICO AIRLINES




  (888) 564-6119




  www.flynma.com




  UNITED EXPRESS/SKYWEST




  (800) 864-8331




  www.unitedexpress.com




  i There is a courtesy hotel phone bank located directly in front of the baggage claim area. Use this phone to contact local hotels to arrange ground transportation.




  From the Airport to the City




  Car Rentals




  Driving is the easiest way to get around El Paso and there are several major attractions located some distance apart, so a rental car is one of the best ways to travel during your visit. Car rental desks are located in the baggage claim area on the lower level of El Paso International Airport. The rental car companies operate free shuttles to and from the terminal to the car pickup points, which are located off-site.




  ALAMO




  (800) 462-5266




  www.alamo.com




  AVIS




  (800) 831-2847




  www.avis.com




  BUDGET




  (800) 527-0700




  www.budget.com




  DOLLAR




  (800) 800-3665




  www.dollar.com




  ENTERPRISE




  (800) 736-2260




  www.enterprise.com




  HERTZ




  (800) 654-3131




  www.hertz.com




  NATIONAL




  (800) 227-7368




  www.nationalcar.com




  THRIFTY




  (800) 847-4389




  www.thrifty.com




  Airport Shuttles




  There are several bus and shuttle options operating between El Paso International and the surrounding areas. Shuttle companies provide ground transport ranging from service to nearby Las Cruces, New Mexico, to private charters farther afield in Texas, Arizona, and California. Twenty-four-hour courtesy shuttles run between the airport terminal and the long-term parking lot every day. In addition, many local hotels operate free shuttle services to and from the airport to their locations throughout the city.




  

    

      Hotels Offering Airport Shuttle Service




      • Camino Real Hotel, (915) 534-3000; www.caminoreal.com (see p. 47)




      • Chase Suites Hotel, (915) 772-8000; www.chasehotelelpaso.com (see p. 50)




      • Comfort Inn, (915) 594-9111; www.comfortinn.com (see p. 46)




      • Hampton Inn & Suites, (915) 833-7000; http://hamptoninn1.hilton.com (see p. 48)




      • Hawthorn Inn & Suites, (915) 778-6789; www.hawthorn.com (see p. 52)




      • Holiday Inn Airport, (915) 778-6411; www.hielpasoairport.com (see p. 53)




      • Howard Johnson Inn, (915) 591-9471; www.hojoelpaso.com (see p. 48)




      • Hyatt Place, (915) 771-0022; www.elpasoairport.place.hyatt.com (see p. 53)




      • La Quinta Inn, (915) 585-2999; www.lq.com (see p. 48)




      • Marriott Hotel, (915) 779-3300; www.marriott.com (see p. 54)




      • Radisson Suite Hotel, (915) 772-3333; www.radisson.com (see p. 54)




      • Ramada Inn & Suites, (915) 591-9600; www.ramada.com (see p. 50)




      • Wyndham El Paso Airport, (915) 778-4241; www.wyndham.com/hotels/elpht (see p. 54)


    


  




  AMIGO SHUTTLE




  Sergio Camacho




  6869 Enid Ct., #11




  (915) 355-1739




  www.amigoshuttle.info




  Offering a wide range of services in and around El Paso and Ciudad Juárez, Amigo Shuttle is a private company that can be hired for just about anything, from basic airport ground transportation to local apartment hunting services and tours. Services offered in English and Spanish.




  LAS CRUCES SHUTTLE & TAXI SERVICE




  P.O. Box 3172




  Las Cruces, NM 88003




  (800) 288-1784




  www.lascrucesshuttle.com




  This extremely reliable shuttle van service operates regular schedules between El Paso International Airport and downtown, as well as several destinations across southern New Mexico, including Las Cruces, Deming, Silver City, and Anthony. Reservations are required and can be made by calling their reservation line. A one-way fare between El Paso and Las Cruces runs $43, while trips further afield to Deming and Silver City cost $60 and $80 respectively. Discounts are offered for companion fares, as well as same-day trips and bulk ticketing.




  Public Transportation




  Public bus Route 33, run by the municipal bus company, Sun Metro, services passengers between El Paso International and downtown, with stops at Five Points Terminal, where passengers can transfer to a wide variety of other lines, as well as Bassett Place Mall. Buses depart from the airport Mon to Fri from 5:40 a.m. to 8:45 p.m., Sat from 6:40 a.m. to 8:45 p.m., and Sun and holidays from 7:50 a.m. to 6:40 p.m.




  At the airport, you can board the bus outside of baggage claim on the lower level of the terminal building, near the taxi rank. At the Downtown Transfer Center, Route 33 boards at Bay 14. The journey takes approximately half an hour, but be sure to take potential traffic problems into account when planning your journey, and leave at least two hours in advance of your flight to avoid mishaps.




  Taxis and Limos




  Several taxi and limousine services operate at El Paso International Airport, giving visitors a range of options for travel to and from the city. All taxis are licensed by the city and metered, and taxi ranks are located just outside the terminal building near the baggage claim area. Taxi services operate 24/7, but it is up to the individual limo services to decide their hours of operation.




  ADVANCED LIMOUSINE SERVICE




  4720 Dyer St.




  (915) 562-5466




  www.advancedlimos.net




  Offering the largest fleet of SUVs and stretch vehicles in El Paso, including a stretch Hummer, Jaguar S-Type, Rolls Royce Phantom, and Excalibur Classic Conversion, this service has a wide range of interesting vehicles for hire. Standard airport pickup/dropoff services are available; otherwise a basic hire of two to three hours is required.




  CITY LIGHTS LIMOUSINE SERVICE




  (915) 590-5944




  www.citylightslimo.com




  

    

      Taxi Fare Information




      Some specific destinations in and around El Paso have set taxi fares as follows:




      • From El Paso International Airport to Ciudad Juárez (excluding Colonias, Juárez Bus Terminal, and Juárez Airport): $42 per carload




      • From El Paso International Airport to Juárez Bus Terminal: $48 per carload




      • From El Paso International Airport to Juárez Airport: $60 per carload




      • To zones within the city limits, the fare is either $10 per carload, or the fare shown on the taxi meter, whichever is higher.




      There are three taxi companies with permits to service El Paso International Airport:




      • Border Cab Co., (915) 533-4245




      • Sun City Cab Co., (915) 544-2211




      • United Independent Cab Co., (915) 590-8294, www.590taxi.com


    


  




  This extensive car service has a huge fleet of vehicles, including basic limousines, stretch limos, luxury SUVs and sedans, executive sedans, passenger vans, and limo buses. They offer hourly rates and have several vehicles dedicated solely to airport transfers. Advance reservations are required.




  L & M LIMOUSINE




  P.O. Box 547




  Organ, NM 88052




  (800) 786-0518




  www.landmlimo.com




  This private car service offers both limousine and private car hire 24 hours, every day of the year, including airport transfers. In addition to their several new model limos, they also keep a fleet of vehicles that includes luxury SUVs and sedans. Reservation bookings are accepted by phone or via their Web site.




  BY CAR




  Driving is far and away the easiest way to get into and around El Paso and the city is set up for cars. Most El Pasoans drive to get where they’re going, rather than relying on mass transit, which is only offered on a fairly limited basis. You will also find that many of the attractions and listings in the El Paso area are fairly spread out, so having or renting a car will benefit you in getting to some of the more out-of-the-way spots.




  I-10 and I-25




  The city’s main interstate highway is I-10, which runs in an east-west swath across the city, cutting El Paso directly in half before jutting north to Las Cruces, New Mexico, where it intersects with I-25, the major north-south thoroughfare. I-10 provides direct access to Phoenix, Arizona and Los Angeles in the west, as well as San Antonio and Houston, Texas, New Orleans, and Jacksonville, Florida in the east. On 1-25, you can cruise due north to Albuquerque and Santa Fe, New Mexico, and further afield to Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana.




  Main Roadways




  Several highways provide access to El Paso from the surrounding areas. Highway 54, officially titled the Patriot Freeway and known locally as the North-South Freeway, runs north to the New Mexico destinations of Alamogordo and Ruidoso, while Highway 180/62 cuts east to the Guadalupe Mountains and Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico, and eventually, the Dallas/Fort Worth Metro-plex.




  Within the city, Loop 375 encircles El Paso, providing quick access to most of the city, as well as connections to I-10 and the Patriot Freeway/54. Most notably, in its southernmost stretch, Loop 375 runs along the U.S.–Mexico border, where it is more commonly referred to as the Cesar E. Chavez Border Highway. It is across here that several major bridges provide easy access between El Paso and Ciudad Juárez, by car and on foot.




  International Crossings




  Four bridges connect the El Paso metro area with Ciudad Juárez and Mexico. Highway 62, or Santa Fe Street as it runs through downtown, crosses into Juárez via the Paso del Norte International Bridge, where visitors can either drive or walk across the border. The nearby Good Neighbor International Bridge connects South Stanton St. with Lerdo in Juárez. Further east, the Bridge of the Americas connects El Paso’s Paisano Drive with Parque Chamizal on the Juárez side. The fourth and final cross-border bridge is located in the southern suburb of Ysleta. Known as the Ysleta-Zaragoza International Bridge, this crossing can be accessed easily by heading southeast on Loop 375.




  Parking




  El Paso is a surprisingly easy place to park. The heavy amount of urban sprawl has allowed the construction of ample parking lots at most large stores and malls. Downtown, there is plenty of metered parking, as well as several large private parking garages that offer decent daily rates. The parking meters downtown only accept quarters, so you will need to have a supply of change on hand in order to pay for your parking time. If you work or do business downtown, or plan to be parking there often, you can buy a SMART Card, which acts as a debit card that can be used in all downtown parking meters. SMART Cards can be purchased from any Sun Metro ticket office, at the municipal cashier on the first floor of City Hall, or from the Central Business Association located at 201 East Main on the 16th floor. Cards cost $4 to buy and can be filled in increments of $25, $50, $75, or $100.




  BY TRAIN OR BUS




  UNION DEPOT




  700 San Francisco Ave.




  (915) 545-2247




  www.amtrak.com




  El Paso’s train station, Union Depot, is a beautiful historic building that is worth seeing in its own right, even if you aren’t in transit through it. Although this stately red stone building was once the region’s most bustling transport center, it is now mostly quiet: The weekly train service saw only about 9,605 rail passengers in 2008. Designed by architect Daniel H. Burnham, who also designed Washington D.C.’s Union Station, El Paso’s Union Depot opened 1906 and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1971. Amtrak services El Paso with two railroad lines running east and west: Sunset Limited and Texas Eagle (www.amtrak.com). Service east toward Chicago goes weekly on Tues, Wed, and Sat, while service west to Los Angeles runs Sat, Sun, and Mon. Local Sun Metro buses stop nearby, and there is ample parking, both in the short term parking lot near the station, as well as long term parking, which is available at El Paso Civic Center around the block.




  i Local legend says that Pancho Villa used the Union Depot bell tower as a lookout point during an attack on Ciudad Juárez during the Mexican Revolution.




  GREYHOUND




  200 West San Antonio Ave.




  (915) 533-5921




  www.greyhound.com




  TNM&O merged with Greyhound, limiting long distance bus service in and out of El Paso. The Greyhound bus station is located downtown, around the corner from El Paso Convention Center and just down the street from several museums, cafes, theaters, and hotels, making it a convenient stop for those passing through to see a bit of El Paso.




  SUN METRO




  (915) 533-3333




  www.elpasotexas.gov/sunmetro




  The city’s mass transit system, Sun Metro, operates an extensive network of public buses and trams throughout El Paso, including the suburban community of Sunland Park, New Mexico. Standard one-way bus fare is $1.25 and must be paid in exact change upon boarding the bus. Discounts are offered to seniors and those with student or military ID cards. Prepaid passes are available on a monthly, weekly, and daily basis and provide unlimited rides. Daily and weekly passes can be purchased directly on board any Sun Metro bus, but monthly passes must be purchased at a Sun Metro ticketing office (these are main bus stops, transfer centers, and terminals), through the post, or at any public library in El Paso.




  It costs an additional 25 cents to transfer bus lines. If you need to transfer, be sure to request a transfer slip upon boarding your first bus and use the transfer within two hours.




  i Routes 4 and 9 are free downtown circulator routes. Route 4, known as the Golden Horseshoe Circulator, goes around Union Plaza, while Route 9 goes from Anthony Street to the Downtown Transfer Center every 35 minutes.




  WALKING AND BICYCLING




  Despite the creeping suburban sprawl that is slowly expanding El Paso’s borders, the downtown areas of the city are extremely walkable. Many of the main attractions and museums can be reached on foot or bicycle. That said, the city is not a bike-friendly place and most El Pasoans opt to drive rather than bike. There are a few bike paths dotted around the city, with plans to construct more over the next few years, but commuting by bicycle is very difficult, as the traffic is heavy and drivers aren’t conscientious of cyclists. However, mountain biking is an extremely popular pastime and a lovely way to enjoy the Franklin Mountains, if you are so inclined. More information about recreational cycling, including where to rent bicycles in El Paso, can be found in the Parks and Recreation chapter of this guide.
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