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Foreword

Everyone knows about Babe Ruth’s illustrious “called shot” home run during Game 3 of the 1932 World Series at Wrigley Field. Everybody is familiar with Joe Namath’s memorable “guarantee” three days before leading the New York Jets to victory in Super Bowl III.

Although on a much smaller scale, I own a modest piece of the “guarantee-gone-good” pie. The date was September 23, 1979. I was hosting my weekly radio show, “All-Pro Jazz,” on “The Buzzard,” the legendary WMMS-FM 100.7. The next evening, we, recently dubbed the “Kardiac Kids” due to three nail-biting wins to start the season, would take an unblemished 3-0 record into a Monday Night Football clash with the also unbeaten, and heavily favored, Dallas Cowboys—“America’s Team”—in mammoth Cleveland Stadium.

My guest on the radio show that night before the game was none other than Howard Cosell, who, along with Frank Gifford and “Dandy” Don Meredith, would call the game for ABC. I made a prediction to the living legend on air. I told him, “Howard, I’m gonna intercept a pass tomorrow night.”

That was quite a bold statement I made. After all, Dallas quarterback Roger Staubach had not thrown a pick in his last 154 passes dating back to the previous season. But the next evening, with us already leading 13-0 early on and the Cowboys at their own 35-yard line in front of more than 80,000 howling fans, Roger “The Dodger,” out of his usual shotgun formation, fired a pass over the middle intended for Ron Springs. I stepped in front of the Dallas running back, intercepted the ball, and returned it 39 yards for a touchdown that not only upped our lead to 20-zip before the Cowboys had gained even a single first down, but also brought the huge stadium to a deafening din. That place was rockin’! The electricity in the stadium that night was unbelievable. It was certainly one of my finer moments. To top things off, after the pick-six, Cosell told the entire nation about my prophecy the previous evening. We went on to beat Dallas 26-7.

Another reason I will never forget that momentous interception I made? I grew up a Browns fan. I was born and raised in Sandusky, a little more than an hour west of Cleveland. I was ecstatic when they selected me in the first round of the 1972 draft out of the University of Michigan.

From my rookie season in 1972 when in the playoffs we nearly upset the soon-to-be undefeated Super Bowl Champion Miami Dolphins, to the unforgettable Kardiac Kids days toward the end of my career, I cherished my time as a Cleveland Brown—even the down years. Playing in front of those loyal fans in that huge, old stadium was quite a thrill.

Speaking of thrills, So You Think You’re a Cleveland Browns Fan? is full of them, along with some heartbreaking memories as well. Browns fans new and old will enjoy flipping the pages from beginning to end while either reliving, or learning about, historical players, coaches, games, and much, much more.

I can only hope success is right around the corner for the present Browns. In fact, because I seem to be such a gifted prognosticator, almost forty years after my fearless forecast rang true against the Cowboys, I’m going to give it another shot: The Browns will win the Super Bowl by 2020.

No fans deserve it more than Cleveland fans.

—Thom Darden

*Safety, Cleveland Browns, 1972-74, 1976-81


Preface

I’m embarrassed, ashamed even, to admit that on the afternoon of January 4, 1981, I was rooting for the Browns to lose—yes, LOSE!—to the Oakland Raiders. It was the “Red Right 88” game, the infamous AFC Divisional “Polar” Playoff in Cleveland. The Browns lost a heartbreaker 14-12 when Mike Davis intercepted a pass by Brian Sipe with less than a minute to go. Davis’s pick closed the book on what had been a thrill-a-minute Kardiac Kids season for Cleveland. The Raiders went on to win Super Bowl XV.

From the time I was nine years old, I had taken after my older brother Bruce and rooted for the Cleveland Indians and Cleveland Cavaliers. But, for some reason, Bruce would not become a Browns fan until a couple of years later, leaving me without an NFL team for which to root. Early in the 1976 season I decided that I needed to have a favorite pro football team. I thought “Oakland Raiders” sounded really cool. I also liked their silver and black colors. I came to idolize quarterback Ken “The Snake” Stabler, who remains my all-time favorite athlete.

I was on cloud nine when Oakland won the Super Bowl in that 1976 season and almost returned to the Big Game the next year. While the Raiders missed the playoffs in 1978 and 1979, Bruce was becoming a big Browns fan. He and I would argue about who was better, the Browns or the Raiders, Sipe or Stabler (who actually had been traded by Oakland prior to the 1980 season). It was an ongoing battle, especially on days when the league statistics were published in the newspaper.

“Sipe’s got more touchdown passes,” Bruce would say, doing his best to irritate me.

“Yeah, he’s also got more interceptions,” I would retaliate.

Our little family feud came to a crashing climax the Sunday of the 1981 Browns-Raiders game, an afternoon in which Northeast Ohio, along with the entire northeastern region of the country, was in a deep freeze. The tension inside 907 Twenty-fourth Street NE in Canton likely rivaled that inside enormous Cleveland Stadium some 60 miles to the north, where the wind chill made the one-degree temperature feel like minus-37 at game time.

Not only were Bruce (who was home from college for winter break) and I on opposite ends of the rooting spectrum, we were on opposite ends of the house that day, me upstairs in our bedroom, him in the basement. Had we watched NBC’s telecast together, it would have been not only an unpleasant situation but quite possibly an unhealthy one. The scene could have turned ugly—especially for me—due to the final result. My brother, five years my senior, could have inflicted serious damage on my frail thirteen-year-old body.

The game was not surprisingly a defensive struggle. With little more than two minutes left, Oakland was up by two points and had a fourth down and a yard to go for a first down deep in Browns territory. The Raiders chose to eschew a field-goal try and instead went for the clincher. All they had to do was gain one yard—actually, less than that … inches—and the game, for all intents and purposes, would be over. The much-maligned Cleveland defense stopped Oakland, though, and the Browns gained possession of the ball on their own 15-yard line. Sipe, the NFL MVP in 1980 elected by both the Pro Football Writers Association and The Sporting News, drove his team to the Raiders’ 13-yard line in what the entire city of Cleveland hoped would turn out to be yet another Kardiac victory.

The Browns called timeout with 49 seconds remaining. By this time, my nerves were gripping me. This tension, though, was different than most kinds. Here it was, with less than a minute to go, my beloved Raiders up by two, and … he’ll kill me if the Browns lose. Football clearly wasn’t the only thing on my mind. Knowing full well Bruce would be in a nasty mood if the Browns lost, and even more so since he knew I was pulling for the Raiders (or was I?), decision time had arrived. It boiled down to this: If the Browns won, my team would have been eliminated but I’d live; if the Raiders won, my team would have advanced to the AFC Championship game a week later in San Diego, but I might not have been around to see it. After Sipe’s errant pass, I was numb, terrified to leave the room. I was unsure of my emotions. I did know one thing, though—silence was the word of the day.

I have come a long way since that fateful, freezing afternoon in the winter of 1981. With Stabler long gone from the silver and black and the Raiders having relocated to Los Angeles, by December 1982 I had become a full-fledged Browns fan. From “The Drive” to “The Fumble” to “The Move” to the reincarnation of the team in 1999, and to the horror show the franchise has been ever since, I have remained loyal to the orange and brown. In fact, I’ve become so loyal that when I was presented with the opportunity to write So You Think You’re a Cleveland Browns Fan?, I couldn’t resist. Hopefully, this book—in which I present a grab bag of 100 trivia questions and answers that become more difficult with each passing chapter—will test your knowledge when it comes to the history of this fabled franchise. From Otto Graham’s exceptional exploits to Jim Brown’s greatness to the first Monday Night Football game to Tim Couch’s two Hail Mary prayers answered, it’s all here.

Perhaps one of these days the Browns will play in a Super Bowl. I know, I know, first they have to find a quarterback. Then they have to surround that quarterback with some talent. Finally, they must qualify for the postseason, something they haven’t done in 15 years. Then, at least, they’ll have a shot. If they do make the playoffs, however, chances are they’ll lose in heartbreaking fashion, not unlike the Red Right 88 defeat to the Raiders and the agonizing postseason defeats that followed.

If that happens, at least this time I’d be sure of my emotions … how do I get to the 480 Bridge?


FIRST QUARTER

PRACTICE SQUAD LEVEL

Even if you’re just a casual Browns fan, you should have no problem answering these 25 questions correctly. Ready, se-e-e-et, hike!

  1.   Bernie Kosar was a first-round selection in the 1986 supplemental draft. True or false? Answer on page 5.

  2.   I was the first player ever signed by the Browns. I attended Northwestern University and quarterbacked Cleveland to 10 straight championship games from 1946-55. Who am I? Answer on page 7.

  3.   The Browns were members of the _____ from 1946-49. Answer on page 8.

a.   All-America Football League

b.   All-American Football Conference

c.   All-National Football Conference

d.   All-America Football Conference

  4.   What three seasons was the city of Cleveland without the Browns after they relocated to Baltimore? Answer on page 10.

  5.   The first head coach of the Browns was _____. Answer on page 10.

  6.   Eric Metcalf returned two punts for touchdowns in a 28-23 victory over the _____ on October 24, 1993, in Cleveland Stadium. Answer on page 11.

  7.   Match the head coaches on the left with the years they coached on the right. Answer on page 14.








	
Nick Skorich


	
1984-88





	
Butch Davis


	
1975-77





	
Marty Schottenheimer


	
1971-74





	
Forrest Gregg


	
2001-04







  8.   I was a 13th-round draft pick in 1972 from San Diego State University. I passed for 4,132 yards in leading the Browns to the 1980 AFC Central Division title. Who am I? Answer on page 16.

  9.   What running back from Syracuse University, who would spend nine remarkable seasons with the Browns, did the team select in the first round of the 1957 draft? Answer on page 18.

10.   I quarterbacked the Browns to the 1964 NFL Championship. Who am I? Answer on page 19.

11.   When the Browns became members of the AFC Central Division in 1970, what were the other three teams in the division? Answer on page 20.

a.   Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Buffalo

b.   Cincinnati, Houston, Pittsburgh

c.   Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Cincinnati

d.   Houston, Baltimore, Pittsburgh

12.   The Browns shut out the _____ 27-0 in the 1964 NFL Championship game. Answer on page 22.

13.   What University of Kentucky quarterback did the Browns select with the No. 1 overall pick in the 1999 draft? Answer on page 23.

14.   The Browns defeated the New York _____ 31-21 on September 21, 1970, in the first Monday Night Football game on ABC in front of a Browns home-record 85,703 fans. Answer on page 25.

15.   What current AFC North team embarrassed the Browns 43-0 in their nationally televised expansion debut on September 12, 1999, in Cleveland Browns Stadium? Answer on page 25.

16.   From what university did 2005 draft choice Charlie Frye come? Answer on page 26.

a.   Kent State University

b.   University of Toledo

c.   University of Cincinnati

d.   University of Akron

17.   What former New York Giants defensive coordinator was the Browns head coach from 1991-95? Answer on page 28.

18.   What current NFC North team did the Browns oppose in the NFL Championship game four times in the 1950s? Answer on page 29.

19.   I was chosen with the third overall pick in the 1970 draft after the Browns traded Paul Warfield to the Miami Dolphins for the right to draft me. I had starred as a quarterback at Purdue University from 1967-69. Who am I? Answer on page 32.

20.   Chris Palmer was the Browns’ head coach from 1999-2001. True or false? Answer on page 33.

21.   The Browns crushed the Pittsburgh Steelers in the 1989 season opener at Three Rivers Stadium by the score of _____. Answer on page 33.

a.   31-0

b.   41-0

c.   51-0

d.   61-0

22.   I am the Browns’ all-time leader in receptions with 662. Who am I? Answer on page 34.

23.   To what team did the Browns lose three AFC Championship games in 1986, 1987, and 1989? Answer on page 35.

24.   What quarterback with the initials B.N. led the Browns to NFL title-game appearances in 1968 and 1969? Answer on page 38.

25.   What Boston College product with the initials W.G. led the Browns in rushing yards and rushing touchdowns in his rookie season of 2002? Answer on page 40.



PRACTICE SQUAD LEVEL – ANSWERS

1. False. The Browns chose Kosar in the first round of the 1985 supplemental draft out of the University of Miami. They had traded with Buffalo for the rights to draft him. He had gone public with his desire to play for the Browns, the team he rooted for while growing up in nearby Boardman.

Kosar fumbled his first snap in a home game against New England on October 6, 1985, after starter Gary Danielson was injured in the second quarter. However, he completed his first seven passes en route to a 24-20 victory. He and the oft-injured Danielson, who had been traded from the Lions during the off-season to stand in for the rookie until he was ready, shared the starting duties as the Browns won the AFC Central Division title despite an 8-8 record. In a divisional playoff they squandered a huge lead and, with Kosar passing for just 66 yards in a run-oriented attack, lost 24-21 to the heavily favored Dolphins in Miami.

It took a while, but new offensive coordinator Lindy Infante opened up the offense in 1986. Kosar’s true coming-out party occurred when he threw for 401 yards in a Monday night revenge win over the Dolphins. Two weeks later he hung up 414 yards in a 37-31 overtime win against the visiting Steelers. With Kosar passing for a career-high 3,854 yards, the Browns finished 12-4 and won the AFC Central again. He engineered an incredible comeback victory at home over the New York Jets in the divisional playoffs by passing for an NFL playoff record 489 yards.

Kosar and the Browns fell to the Denver Broncos a week later in the AFC Championship in “The Drive” game. Kosar had his finest season—his only Pro Bowl year—in 1987, throwing 22 touchdown passes and just 9 interceptions in 12 games and leading the AFC with a 95.4 passer rating. He and his teammates again advanced to the conference title game but again lost to the Broncos in “The Fumble” contest.

Kosar suffered an arm injury in the 1988 season opener at Kansas City, which sidelined him until he made a triumphant return in a Week 8 win over the Cardinals at Phoenix. He got injured again—this time the left knee, ending his season—during a December Monday night loss to the Dolphins in Miami. Despite fighting a late-season arm injury, he led the Browns back to the AFC title game in 1989, but they fell to the Broncos again.
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Bernie Kosar. (AndersonsClevelandDesign.com)

Kosar struggled—and was even benched for a game—along with the team in a disastrous 3-13 1990 season, but he rebounded with a solid season the next year, Bill Belichick’s first as head coach. The Browns finished just 6-10, though. A broken foot caused Kosar to miss more than half of the 1992 season that ended with a 7-9 record. After playing musical quarterbacks with ex-college teammate Vinny Testaverde during the first half of the 1993 season, and with tensions bubbling over between himself and Belichick, Kosar was released on November 8 of that year. In his nine seasons, he completed 1,853 of 3,150 passes for 21,904 yards with 116 touchdowns and 81 interceptions.

2. Otto Graham. I signed as a free agent and led the Browns to four AAFC championships from 1946-49 and to six NFL championship games from 1950-55, three of which we won. We defeated the New York Yankees 14-9 for the AAFC title in 1946 in Cleveland. The winning score came on a 16-yard touchdown pass from myself to Dante Lavelli late in the game. We beat the Yankees again, this time 14-3, for the 1947 AAFC championship in Yankee Stadium. We finished 14-0 in 1948 and buried Buffalo 49-7 for the conference title. We went 9-1-2 in 1949, beat the visiting Bills in a playoff and defeated San Francisco 21-7, again at home, for the title.

Although I was not the starter in the Browns’ very first game, my first four seasons went extremely well. I threw 86 touchdown passes and just 41 interceptions from 1946-49 and won the AAFC passing title three times. It wasn’t quite as easy, but I continued my prowess upon the Browns entering the NFL in 1950. In the league championship game that year, I threw four touchdown passes in leading my team past the visiting Los Angeles Rams 30-28, a contest in which we battled back from an eight-point deficit late in the game.

I continued to pass the Browns to victory after victory the next three seasons, but we fell short in the championship game each year, the Rams the culprits in the first year and the Detroit Lions the culprits in the last two. I led the Browns to their second and third NFL titles in 1954 and 1955. We routed Detroit 56-10 in the 1954 game at Cleveland and did the same to the Rams by a 38-14 score at Los Angeles in 1955. Against the Lions I passed for three touchdowns and rushed for three. Against the Rams I threw for two touchdowns and ran for two. I retired after the season. Overall, I completed 1,464 of 2,626 passes for 23,584 yards with 174 touchdowns and 135 interceptions. I was a Pro Bowler from 1950-54. I was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1965.

3. d. All-America Football Conference. They were in the Western Division, which also originally consisted of the Chicago Rockets, Los Angeles Dons, and San Francisco 49ers. The Eastern Division originally consisted of the Brooklyn Dodgers, Buffalo Bisons, Miami Seahawks, and New York Yankees.

It was a sign of things to come when, in their very first game on September 6, 1946, in Cleveland Municipal Stadium, the Browns annihilated Miami 44-0. Including the postseason, the Browns would go on to finish with a four-year AAFC record of 52-4-3, a winning percentage of .907.
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Browns in action, 1946. (The Cleveland Press Collection, Michael Schwartz Library, Cleveland State University)

In that first season of 1946 the Browns posted four shutouts and concluded the regular season with a 66-14 blowout of Brooklyn at Ebbets Field to win the Western Division with a 12-2 record. They beat the New York Yankees 14-9 for the AAFC title in Cleveland, with the winning score coming on a 16-yard touchdown pass from Otto Graham to Dante Lavelli late in the game. The next season the Browns rolled again, winning the Western Division with a 12-1-1 record and defeating the Yankees again 14-3, this time in Yankee Stadium, for the championship. The Browns outdid themselves the following season by winning the Western Division crown with a perfect 14-0 record. They routed the Buffalo Bills 49-7 in Cleveland for their third consecutive conference crown.

With the AAFC down to seven teams and the two-division format scratched, in 1949 the Browns finished 9-1-2, including a 61-14 destruction of the Dons at Los Angeles, and in first place. They beat the fourth-place Bills 31-21 in a playoff at home after tying them twice during the regular season. A week later, again at home, they wrapped up their fourth straight—and the AAFC’s last—conference title by defeating the 49ers 21-7.

4. 1996-98. On June 12, 1996, the city of Cleveland and the NFL announced terms of a historic public-private partnership that would continue the Browns franchise and guarantee a new state-of-the-art stadium in Cleveland in 1999. On March 23, 1998, at a league meeting in Orlando, Florida, NFL owners agreed that the Cleveland Browns would be an expansion team in 1999. On September 8, 1998, the NFL awarded majority ownership of the franchise to Al Lerner.

The Browns did not have much time, but they spent months putting together a team through free agency, the expansion draft, and the regular draft, the latter in which University of Kentucky standout quarterback Tim Couch was their top pick and the first overall selection.

5. Paul Brown. Brown held the position from 1946-62. He is the only NFL coach after whom a team has been named. He led Cleveland to four straight championships in the AAFC from 1946-49 and six consecutive title-game appearances in the NFL from 1950-55, three of which his team won—in 1950, 1954, and 1955. His last title-game appearance was in 1957.

An innovator when it came to the game of football, Brown was the first head coach to hire a full-time coaching staff, utilize classroom study to such a broad extent, use intelligence tests, grade his players from individual film clips, and develop a messenger-guard system so he could call plays from the sideline. He had much to do in inventing, or improving, plays such as the screen pass, draw play, and trap plays. He also invented the first single-bar facemask.

Brown’s days as head football coach and athletic officer at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center had much to do with his firing by Art Modell on January 9, 1963. Toward the end of his reign as head coach, many players were growing tired of his military-like approach. They also believed the game was passing him by, that his play-calling had become too conservative for the changing times. He was constantly in disagreement with Modell over how the team should be run. His overall record was 158-48-8. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1967.

6. Pittsburgh Steelers. This was a battle for the AFC Central Division lead as both the host Browns and Steelers entered the game with 4-2 records. With the Browns leading 7-0 in the second quarter, Metcalf returned a Mark Royals punt 91 yards for a touchdown. By the time there were less than two-and-a-half minutes to go in the game, the Steelers had forged ahead 23-21. Metcalf received another Royals punt and raced down the right sideline for an electrifying 75-yard return for the winning touchdown, bringing the house down in becoming the first player in NFL history to return two punts for touchdowns of 75 yards or more in the same game. Metcalf’s gem turned out to be the last truly thrilling moment in Cleveland Stadium, which would be demolished three years later.

Although his claim to fame came as a return man, Metcalf was used out of the backfield as well. He inherited many of the skills his father Terry possessed as a superb running back and return man himself in the 1970s and early 1980s. The younger Metcalf was Cleveland’s first selection—the 13th overall pick—in the 1989 NFL draft. The number “13,” however, did not turn out to be unlucky for the former University of Texas Longhorn, who accumulated 1,748 combined net yards in his rookie year of 1989, a season that included several amazing plays.

One occurred in an early-season game at Cincinnati on a Monday night in which Metcalf took a screen pass from Bernie Kosar and jitterbugged his way into the end zone, completely faking out two Bengals defenders along the way. His finest performance of the year may have come on November 5 in Tampa. Late in the first quarter, he turned a simple swing pass from Kosar into a 24-yard touchdown reception in which he sidestepped cornerback Rod Jones before cutting into the end zone, tying the score at seven. Metcalf put the finishing touches on an explosive day all-around for the Browns early in the fourth period with a picturesque 43-yard touchdown run off a fake reverse that gave them a 42-24 lead on the way to a 42-31 victory. On Saturday night, December 23, in a season-ending, nationally televised showdown with the Houston Oilers for the Central Division title in the Astrodome, he took a short pass from Kosar and raced down the right sideline for a 68-yard touchdown, a key play in Cleveland’s memorable 24-20 come-from-behind victory.

Metcalf’s forte, though, came on special teams, and two weeks after the Oilers game he became the first (and remains the only) Brown to score on a kickoff return in postseason play; he sprinted 90 yards for a third-quarter touchdown in a 34-30 triumph over Buffalo in an AFC Divisional Playoff. He continued to show his brilliance in the return game in the coming years. He returned two kickoffs for touchdowns in 1990—one for 101 yards against the Oilers—and scored on a 75-yard punt return against the Bears two years later before his double whammy against the Steelers in 1993, a year in which he led the NFL in all-purpose yards with 1,932. The next year he burned the Bengals twice on punt returns, scoring on a 92-yarder in a season-opening victory and a 73-yarder that helped seal a 37-13 win on October 23.
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Eric Metcalf. (AndersonsClevelandDesign.com)

Metcalf was traded to the Atlanta Falcons on March 25, 1995, but left behind an indelible mark in his six years in the orange and brown. Overall, he returned 127 punts for 1,341 yards with the five touchdowns. He returned 139 kickoffs for 2,806 yards with the two touchdowns. He also had 592 rushes for 2,229 yards with 11 touchdowns and 297 receptions for 2,732 yards with 15 touchdowns. He was a Pro Bowler from 1993-94.

7. Nick Skorich was the Browns’ head coach from 1971-74, Butch Davis was their head coach from 2001-04, Marty Schottenheimer was their head coach from 1984-88, and Forrest Gregg was their head coach from 1975-77.

After seven seasons as an assistant coach, Skorich began his tenure as head coach by leading the Browns to a 9-5 record and the AFC Central Division title in 1971. His 1972 team finished 10-4 and qualified for the playoffs as the AFC’s wild card entrant. Both years, the Browns were ousted in the divisional playoffs, the latter year a near-miss against the eventual unbeaten Super Bowl Champion Miami Dolphins. The 1973 Browns looked to be headed for the playoffs again until losing their last two games to finish 7-5-2. Skorich’s 1974 team fell to 4-10 and last place, the franchise’s first losing season in 18 years. He was fired with one game left but finished the season in a loss at Houston. Until Eric Mangini in 2009, he was the only Browns head coach who had prior NFL head-coaching experience (with the Philadelphia Eagles from 1961-63). His overall record was 30-24-2 with the Browns.

Davis, fresh off a successful six-year run as the head coach at the University of Miami, took a team that won five games combined the previous two seasons to a 7-9 record in 2001 and a 9-7 mark and a playoff berth in 2002. The 2002 team blew a 24-7 third-quarter lead and fell 36-33 to the Steelers at Pittsburgh in an AFC Wild Card game. Davis’s 2003 Browns fell to 5-11 and his 2004 squad was 3-8 when he resigned Thanksgiving weekend. His overall record was 24-35.

Schottenheimer spent four-and-a-half seasons as defensive coordinator before taking over the head-coaching duties for Sam Rutigliano, who was fired halfway through the 1984 season with the Browns’ record 1-7. He led them to a 4-4 finish. They won AFC Central Division titles from 1985-87 and were a wild card team in 1988. They lost heartbreaking playoff games to Miami in 1985 and Houston in 1988, which were sandwiched around excruciating AFC title game defeats—that featured “The Drive” and “the Fumble,” respectively—to Denver. Philosophical differences with Art Modell led to his resignation following the 1988 season. His overall record was 44-27.
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Forrest Gregg watches the game as Mike Phipps hangs his head, 1975. (The Cleveland Press Collection, Michael Schwartz Library, Cleveland State University)

After spending 1974 as an assistant coach, Gregg in 1975 lost his first nine games en route to a 3-11 last-place finish. The Browns improved to 9-5 after a 1-3 start the next year and had a chance to qualify for the playoffs heading into the final week. They began the 1977 season on fire, winning five of their first seven games before faltering and finishing 6-8 and in last place, prompting Modell to fire Gregg with one game left, although his departure was announced publicly as a resignation. His overall record was 18-23.

8. Brian Sipe. I completed 337 of 554 passes in 1980 and was picked for the Pro Bowl in becoming just the second quarterback in NFL annals to pass for 4,000 yards in one season. I had 30 touchdown passes, which tied San Diego’s Dan Fouts for most in the AFC, and just 14 interceptions. I was the league’s passing leader with a 91.4 rating. It was a magical Kardiac Kids ride that came to a sudden, unfortunate conclusion when I was intercepted by Mike Davis in Oakland’s end zone with less than a minute to go in a 14-12 divisional playoff defeat—Red Right 88—in frozen Cleveland Stadium.
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