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MOVIES AND TV:
THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOOK OF ANSWERS
♦  ♦  ♦


INTRODUCTION

This is a sequel to The Book of Answers, a collection of over one thousand questions and answers inspired by the world-famous New York Public Library Telephone Reference Service (Tel Ref). The aim for any sequel is to be vastly different from and yet in the same spirit as its original. This is what we have tried to do with Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers.

In The Book of Answers, we addressed questions in twenty-seven different subject areas, from American History to Who Was Who, to provide a flavor for the breadth of information handled by Tel Ref. For sequels to The Book of Answers, we decided instead to focus on the depth of information that the New York Public Library (NYPL) can provide.

Why choose movies and television for the first sequel? There are several reasons.

First, people like movies and television shows. They know them. They are part of our history. People remember that first sight of Bogart in a trenchcoat or Liz Taylor in a slip, the debates about how the Red Sea was parted, the times when their father was Archie Bunker. This common knowledge makes movies and TV shows rich sources for friendly arguments and office bets, and as a result, they are among Tel Ref’s most popular subjects. (These subjects also happen to be broad enough to sustain a book. Presidents Who Have Served in the Armed Forces is a popular Tel Ref topic, but a book about it might get tedious after a few pages.)

Second, despite the many reference books on the subjects, there are still questions that most TV and movie books leave unanswered. What was the last picture show in The Last Picture Show? Where was the stagecoach headed in Stagecoach? Who played Gentle Ben?

The third reason is simpler: the authors like this subject area. Long before we became coauthors (or spouses), our first date was a movie, a double bill of Anthony Mann’s The Far Country and Wim Wenders’s Kings of the Road. In talking about movies and TV, we have the same arguments and lapses of memory as our readers. What was the name of the dinosaur bone in Bringing Up Baby? What did Gomer Pyle do before he entered the Marines? As researchers, we have found the best way to find the book we need is sometimes to write it.

The first Book of Answers contains only questions that could be answered by the New York Public Library’s general reference service. This book and those that follow will go deeper, drawing on the resources of the entire New York Public Library system. Some of the questions in this book are the kind that the general reference service would refer to the NYPL Arts Division. Some would only be answered by your sitting with the books themselves. In short, this book may save you and the librarians a lot of work.

To make Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers easy to use, we have separated the book into three parts: “Movies,” “Television,” and “Movies and Television.” “Movies” contains sections like Westerns; Remakes and Sequels; and Oscars and Other Awards. “Television” contains Situation Comedies; Soap Operas and Game Shows; and Commercials. “Movies and Television” covers the connections between the two media—in actors, subject matter, and content. (What was the first movie based on a TV series? What movie about a genie featured Barbara Eden?) Also included in this part of the book are sections carried over from the first Book of Answers, including Omnibus (in how many movies did Elvis die?); the Question and Answer Hall of Fame (who played Carlton the Doorman?); and Trick Questions and Popular Delusions (who sang for Lauren Bacall in To Have and Have Not?).

Although Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers can be neither as comprehensive nor as sober as an encyclopedia, it is entirely factual and provides an impressionistic history of each form. Each section of the book moves in chronological order—from Chaplin to Selznick to Schwarzenegger in “Movies”; from Milton Berle to Mary Tyler Moore to Ted Turner in “Television.”

As with its predecessor, Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers leaves some mysteries unsolved. (What attracted Julia Roberts to Kiefer Sutherland? How could Ben Cartwright have three sons who did not resemble him or one another?) But a wide variety of entertainment answers are provided—like the names of Arnold Ziffel’s parents and whether Krakatoa is east of Java. These are the facts; the arguments about them are left to you.

—Melinda Corey and George Ochoa


PART I
♦  MOVIES  ♦ 



ACTION AND ADVENTURE
♦  ♦  ♦

What was “Little Caesar” ’s real name?

Caesar Enrico Bandello, played by Edward G. Robinson in the 1930 film.

What was the first Fu Manchu movie made as a sound feature?

The Mysterious Dr. Fu Manchu (1929), starring Warner Oland.

In how many swashbucklers did Errol Flynn and Basil Rathbone cross swords?

Two—Captain Blood (1935) and The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938). The two also acted together in The Dawn Patrol (1938).

What historical event does Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo (1944) commemorate? 

It depicts the first American air raid on Japan, staged in 1942 by Lt. Colonel Jimmy Doolittle (played by Spencer Tracy). The movie was based on the book of the same name by Ted Lawrence, a pilot on the raid (Van Johnson). The air strike was important in lifting American morale early in World War II.

Who directed Around the World in 80 Days (1956)?

Michael Anderson. Mike Todd produced.

Who wrote the score?

Victor Young. The score won an Oscar.

Who wrote the screenplay?

S. J. Perelman. John Farrow and James Poe were
 uncredited contributors.

Where was gladiator-film star Steve Reeves born?

In Glasgow, Montana, in 1926. The bodybuilding champion became famous in Italian mythological epics beginning with Hercules (aka Le Fatiche di Ercole) in 1957.

John Ford’s The Wings of Eagles (1957) is based on the life of what famous flyer?

World War I aviator Frank “Spig” Wead, who after a debilitating accident, became a screenwriter. The screenplays he wrote included Air Mail (1932), The Citadel ( 1938), and They Were Expendable ( 1945).

In what movie did Vincent Gardenia play gangster “Dutch” Schultz?

Mad Dog Coll (1961).

What does hatari mean?

It is Swahili for “danger.” Hatari! was a 1962 film starring John Wayne and Elsa Martinelli.

What is the name of Dr. No’s island in Dr. No (1962)?

Crab Key.

What does “SPECTRE” in the James Bond films stand for?

“Special Executive for Counterintelligence, Terrorism, Revenge, and Extortion.”

Who has played Miss Moneypenny in most of the James Bond films?

Lois Maxwell.

Who has played M?

Bernard Lee until his death in 1979; Robert Brown since then.

Who has played Q?

Desmond Llewelyn.

Whom did private eye Matt Helm work for?

Played by Dean Martin, he was a secret service agent for ICE (Organization for Intelligence and Counter-Espionage). The four Matt Helm movies were: The Silencers (1966), Murderer’s Row (1966), The Ambassadors (1967), and The Wrecking Crew (1969). The character is taken from a series of novels by Donald Hamilton.

Who was Shaft in the movie of the same name. (1971)?

John Shaft, “the black private dick that’s a sex machine to all the chicks,” was played by Richard Roundtree. The Oscar-winning “Theme from Shaft” was by Isaac Hayes.

Who was the inspiration for Jimmy “Popeye” Doyle in The French Connection (1971)?

New York City policeman Eddie Egan.

Why did “Dirty Harry” say he was called “dirty”?

Because he does “every dirty job that comes along.” Clint Eastwood played Harry Callahan.

How many “Dirty Harry” movies have been made?

Five: Dirty Harry (1971), Magnum Force (1973), The Enforcer (1976), Sudden Impact (1983), and The Dead Pool (1988).

What was the name of the Russian boxer faced by Rocky Balboa (Sylvester Stallone) in Rocky IV (1985)?

Drago (Dolph Lundgren).

How many times has the story of Baron Munchausen been filmed?

Three, with these actors starring as the Baron:

Baron Müenchhausen (1943, Germany)—Hans Albers The Fabulous Baron Munchausen (1961, Czechoslovakia)—Milos Kopecky

The Adventures of Baron Munchausen (1989)—John Neville

What actors preceded Warren Beatty in the role of Dick Tracy (1990)?

Ralph Byrd played the part in the Republic (and later RKO) series beginning with Dick Tracy (1937). Morgan Conway played the police detective in two RKO films, beginning with Dick Tracy (1945).

Who played Robin Hood’s sidekick Little John in The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938)?

Alan Hale, alongside Errol Flynn as Robin.

Who played the part in Robin and Marian (1976)?

Nicol Williamson, alongside Sean Connery.

In Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves (1991)?

Nick Brimble, alongside Kevin Costner.

What is the time setting of Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)?

1936.

What about Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984)?

1935.

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989)?

It opens in 1912, then shifts to 1938.



ANIMALS AND CHILDREN
♦  ♦  ♦

What was the first Mickey Mouse cartoon?

The first one produced was Plane Crazy ( 1928). The second was Gallopin’ Gaucho ( 1928). The third was Steam-boat Willie ( 1928 ), the first Mickey Mouse sound cartoon.

Who invented “Felix the Cat”?

An artist named Otto Messmer who worked for silent cartoon animator Pat Sullivan. Messmer developed Felix for Paramount’s Screen Magazine in 1919. Paramount producer John King gave Felix his name. The first Felix cartoon in 1919 was called Feline Follies; the second was called Musical Mews.

How old was Judy Garland when she made The Wizard of Oz (1939)?

Sixteen.

What was Elizabeth Taylor’s screen debut?

There’s One Born Every Minute in 1942. Taylor was nine at the time.

When did the “Dead End Kids” become the “East Side Kids”?

In 1940, when producer Sam Katzman brought some of the kids to Monogram Pictures. The kids (who eventually included Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall, Bobby Jordan, Billy Halop, and others) had started out as the “Dead End Kids” in Dead End (1937, Samuel Goldwyn). They had gone on to work for Warner Brothers and Universal. Their first Monogram film was East Side Kids (1940).

When did they become the “Bowery Boys” ?

In 1946, with In Fast Company, also at Monogram.

There were a total of seventy “East Side” and “Bowery Boys” films.

What was the name of Gene Autry’s horse?

Champion, the Wonder Horse.

What ever happened to Bonzo of Bedtime for Bonzo (1951)?

The chimp died in a trailer fire in the early 1950s, along with his four stand-ins, on the day he was scheduled to help present the first Patsy Awards for animal achievement.

When was the Warner Brothers cartoon short Duck Dodgers in the 24½Century released?

July 25, 1953. Chuck Jones directed; Daffy Duck and Porky Pig starred.

Who played the infant Moses in The Ten Commandments (1956)?

Charlton Heston’s son, Fraser.

What ever happened to Fraser Heston?

Fraser Clarke Heston went on to write the screenplay for The Mountain Men ( 1980), a film starring his father. He also wrote and produced Mother Lode ( 1982), again starring his father. Charlton Heston also codirected the latter film, with Joe Canutt, son of Western actor Yakima Canutt.

Who played Flipper in Flipper (1963)?

Mitzi, Susie played the dolphin in the sequel, Flipper’s New Adventure ( 1964), and in the TV series “Flipper” (NBC. 1964-68).

Who wrote the book on which Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (1968) is based?

James Bond creator Ian Fleming.

Who did the voice of the dog in A Boy and His Dog (1975)?

Tim McIntire gave his voice to the telepathic dog Blood in this post-apocalyptic science fiction movie. Blood himself was played by Tiger of TV’s “The Brady Bunch” (ABC, 1969-74).

Which Clint Eastwood movies featured an orangutan?

Every Which Way But Loose ( 1978) and Any Which Way You Can (1980). The orangutan’s name was Clyde.

What actress grew up into Whoopi Goldberg in The Color Purple (1985)?

Desreta Jackson, who played Celie as a child.

Where is Rin Tin Tin buried?

The canine silent movie star is buried under a black onyx tombstone inscribed “The Greatest Cinema Star” in Cimetière du Chiens in Paris, France.



BOOKS INTO FILM
♦  ♦  ♦

Who played Ahab in the original film version of Moby Dick (1930)?

John Barrymore.

Who played Ishmael?

No one. The character was cut out of the screenplay, which differed heavily from Herman Melville’s novel.

Who plays Percy Shelley and Lord Byron in The Bride of Frankenstein (1935)?

In the prologue that frames the story, Douglas Walton plays Shelley and Gavin Gordon plays Lord Byron. Elsa Lanchester plays Mary Shelley ( author of the novel Frankenstein), as well as the monster’s bride.

What Alfred Hitchcock movie is based on a Joseph Conrad novel?

Sabotage (1936, UK; released in the U.S. as A Woman Alone). It was based on Conrad’s The Secret Agent. It is not to be confused with Hitchcock’s The Secret Agent, released earlier that year and based on Somerset Maugham’s novel Ashenden.

Who wrote the screenplay for the original film version of Pygmalion (1938)?

The play’s author, George Bernard Shaw, who won an Oscar for his adaptation.

Whom did author Margaret Mitchell suggest to MGM to play Rhett Butler in Gone With the Wind (1939)?

Groucho Marx, but only in jest.

On what book is The Heiress (1949) based?

Washington Square, by Henry James.

On what book was A Place in the Sun (1951) based?

An American Tragedy, by Theodore Dreiser.

Who wrote Shane, the book on which the 1953 movie is based?

Jack Schaefer.

Who wrote A Summer Place, the book on which the 1959 movie is based?

Sloan Wilson, author of The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit.

Who played Raskolnikov in Crime and Punishment USA (1959)?

George Hamilton played Robert Cole, a character based on Raskolnikov, in this strange version of Feodor Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment set in Santa Monica, California. It was Hamilton’s screen debut.

What was the first in the series of films produced by Roger Corman and American International Pictures (AIP) that were “inspired” by the works of Edgar Allan Poe?

House of Usher (1960; aka The Fall of the House of Usher). Like most of the films in the series—which also included The Masque of the Red Death (1964) and The Pit and the Pendulum (1961)—it starred Vincent Price.

Who wrote the short story on which Alfred Hitchcock’s The Birds (1963) is based?

Daphne du Maurier.

On what work was Dr. Strangelove (1964) based?

A novel. Red Alert, by Peter George.

Who wrote Summer of ’42, the book on which the 1971 movie is based?

Herman Raucher.

How many of his own novels has William Goldman adapted for the screen?

Four: Marathon Man (1976), Magic (1978), Heat (1987), and The Princess Bride (1987).

Was there ever a movie adaptation of Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World?

There was never a theatrical movie version, but there was a 1980 TV movie starring Keir Dullea, Bud Cort, Julie Cobb, and Ron O’Neal.

What Stephen King work is the basis for Stand by Me (1986)?

The Body, a novella.



COMEDY
♦  ♦  ♦

When was the first movie pie fight?

It was in 1913, for a Keystone Studio comedy. Mabel Normand tossed a workman’s lemon meringue pie at Ben Turpin to get him to laugh. He did; Mack Sennett saw it and the pie scene became a favorite bit in Keystone Kop comedies—and in many other comedies as well.

Who was the “King of Daredevil Comedy”?

Harold Lloyd, whose best-known movie is Safety Last (1923).

What was the feature film debut of radio’s “Amos ‘n’ Andy”?

Check and Double Check ( 1930) was the first film to star Freeman F. Gosden as Amos and Charles V. Correll as Andy. The two white actors played the roles in blackface.

Who were the “Three Stooges”?

Making their debut in Soup to Nuts (1930), they were Moe Howard, Larry Fine, and a string of actors in the third role: Shemp Howard, Jerry “Curly” Howard, Joe Besser, and Joe De Rita.

Which Marx Brothers movie featured Groucho singing “Hooray for Captain Spaulding”?

Animal Crackers (1930). Groucho’s character was Captain Jeffrey Spaulding, the African explorer.

What was Zeppo’s last film with the Marx Brothers?

Duck Soup (1933).

What were the names of the mythical countries in Duck Soup (1933)?

Freedonia and Sylvania.

What was the mythical country in Million Dollar Legs (1932)?

Klopstokia.

What was the mythical country in The Mouse That Roared (1959)?

The Duchy of Grand Fenwick.

To whom did the million-dollar legs belong in the 1939 movie Million Dollar Legs?

To a racehorse by the same name. Betty Grable’s legs and the rest of the actress appeared in the movie too.

Where was the dinner at eight held in Dinner at Eight (1933)?

At the Park Avenue home of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Jordan.

Who were supposed to be the guests of honor?

Lord and Lady Ferncliffe. They never showed.

How many times did Ralph Bellamy play the “other man” with whom Gary Grant had to compete for the heroine’s affections?

Twice—in The Awful Truth (1937), where Irene Dunne was the woman; and in His Girl Friday (1940), where Rosalind Russell was the woman.

What was the name of the dinosaur bone lost by David Huxley (Gary Grant) in Bringing Up Baby (1938)?

An intercostal clavicle.

What was the award-winning coffee slogan devised by Dick Powell in Preston Sturges’s Christmas in July (1940)?

“If you can’t sleep at night, it isn’t the coffee—it’s the bunk.”

For what magazine did Macauley Connor work in The Philadelphia Story (1940)?

Spy magazine.

What was the name of director John L. Sullivan’s (Joel McCrea’s) “serious” film that he wanted to research in Sullivan’s Travels (1941)?

Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? was the film in planning that set him on the road. He had become famous doing popular movies like Hey Hey in the Hayloft and So Long, Sarong.

How many of Bob Hope’s movies have the word favorite in the title?

Three: My Favorite Blonde (1942), My Favorite Brunette (1947), and My Favorite Spy ( 1951 ).

In what film did Ava Gardner appear with the Bowery Boys?

Ghosts on the Loose (1943), which also starred Bela Lugosi, Leo Gorcey, and Huntz Hall. Gardner played Huntz Hall’s sister.

What was the miracle in Miracle of Morgan’s Creek (1944)?

It was the birth of sextuplets to Trudy Kockenlocker (Betty Hutton), a woman who got married and pregnant without remembering it after drinking too much at a World War II servicemen’s dance.

What movie gave Ma and Pa Kettle their debut?

The Egg and I (1947), about a city woman (Claudette Colbert) who marries a chicken farmer (Fred MacMurray). Ma and Pa Kettle were supporting characters played by Marjorie Main and Percy Kilbride. They went on to star in the same roles in their own movie series.

How many movies did Boris Karloff make with Abbott and Costello?

Two: Abbott and Costello Meet the Killer, Boris Karloff( 1949), and Abbott and Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ( 1953). Karloff did not appear in Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein (1948), where Glenn Strange played the Frankenstein monster.

How many parts does Alec Guinness play in Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949)?

He plays all of the eight members of an aristocratic family killed off in this dark comedy.

How tall was Harvey the Rabbit?

Playwright Mary Chase placed Harvey, the invisible rabbit companion of Elwood P. Dowd, at six feet, one and a half inches tall. Elwood P. Dowd was played by James Stewart in the movie version of Harvey (1950).

How tall is James Stewart?

Six feet, three and a half inches tall.

What was the name of the ship in Mister Roberts (1955)?

The USS Reluctant.

What was the last movie Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin made together?

It was Hollywood or Bust (1956). It ended a successful string of seventeen releases, beginning in 1949 with My Friend Irma.

In Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter (1957), what product brought adman Rock Hunter (Tony Randall) to sudden fame?

Stay-Put Lipstick, which was endorsed by sex symbol Rita Marlowe (Jayne Mansfield).

How many “Carry On” films were produced in Great Britain?

Twenty-nine, beginning with Carry On Sergeant (1958), and ending with Carry On Emmanuelle (1978).

Who moved like “Jell-O on springs” and in what movie?

According to Jerry/Daphne (Jack Lemmon), it was Marilyn Monroe as Sugar, in Some Like It Hot (1959).

Who starred in the 1939 Some Like It Hot?

Bob Hope and Una Merkel.

In The Apartment (1960), what does the “C. C.” in C. C. Baxter stand for?

Calvin Clifford. The character was played by Jack Lemmon.

What were the names of the dual characters played by Jerry Lewis in The Nutty Professor (1963)?

Professor Julius Ferris Kelp was the nutty professor. Buddy Love was his suave, lounge-singing alter ego.
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