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IF YOU ENJOY OUR PUZZLES, HERE’S MORE TO EXPLORE.

Simon & Schuster has been publishing outstanding crossword puzzle books every year since 1924—a grand tradition that continues into the twenty-first century.

The world’s first and longest-running crossword series continues its tradition of all brand-new and totally original puzzles, constructed by top experts in the field. Editor John M. Samson promises a prime collection of cruciverbal wizardry for the new millennium.

Savage Crosswords, our new series of ultrahard original crossword puzzles, promises to break your brain and leave you smarting for more. Constructed by James Savage and edited by John M. Samson, Savage Crosswords provides a truly fearsome challenge for the truly fearless solver.

So get out your pens or pencils, sharpen your wits, and get ready for months of mind-teasing fun!
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For Simon & Schuster’s weekly on-line crossword, visit us at www.simonsays.com
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FOREWORD

Dear Reader,

Since you are holding this book, I assume you are, at least to some small degree, a fan of cryptic crosswords. I further assume that you have some idea of all the gimmickry that a cryptic puzzle entails. In the unlikely event that you are new to the game, though, it behooves me to present to you a brief explanation of the various types of wordplay that you may encounter.

First, bear in mind that every clue will contain two things: a definition of the answer (which may be rather vague—e.g., the answer MARY may be defined simply as “woman”), and some wordplay, often based on the letters of the answer, along with some sort of indicator(s) to tell you how to handle the letters. For example:

TYPES OF WORDPLAY

ANAGRAMS: An anagram will give you the letters in the answer, but rearranged to spell something else. The accompanying indicator may be a synonym for “altered,” “wrong,” “broken,” “wild,” “crazy,” “drunk,” “maneuver,” “mix,” “repair,” or some such. This is one of the more common types of wordplay—examples abound, e.g., 10 and 19 Across in Puzzle 3.

DOUBLE DEFINITIONS: The clue consists of two meanings for the same answer. Ideally, these meanings will be etymologically unrelated; failing that, they will be so dissimilar that you may not realize they’re related. Occasionally they will define two words that are spelled alike but pronounced differently, such as LEAD (the metal) and LEAD (to begin); or perhaps a word and phrase, such as INVOICE and IN VOICE. A double-definition clue appears at 1 Down in Puzzle 4.

CHARADES: Charades involve breaking an answer into sequential pieces and cluing each piece. Thus, REINVEST may be defined as REIN + VEST and WINDOW SEAT as WIN + DOWSE + AT. Examples appear in Puzzle 3 at 14 Down and 17 Down.

CONTAINERS: Containers are similar to charades, except that one piece is found inside another. Thus, BERATE is read as RAT instead of BEE, and SPUNKY as SKY outside of PUN. Be on the lookout for indications of inside/outside or filling/holding. Puzzle 3′s examples include 1 and 5 Across.

REVERSALS: The answer spelled backward gives another word or phrase. More often than not, this device occurs in tandem with another type of clue, since so few words are by themselves reversible. Perhaps part of a charade or container will be reversed. Look for words implying backward (in any clue), leftward or westward (in an Across clue), upward or northward (in a Down clue). See puzzle 3, clues 9 Across and 8 Down for examples.

 HOMOPHONES: The homophone is the only clue-type that doesn’t depend on the answer’s letters, but rather on its sound. Punsters like myself thrive on homophones. Watch for words indicative of speech, sound, or hearing. Puzzle 11 uses a homophone clue at 8 Down.

 HIDDEN WORDS: The answer will be right there in front of you, but you’ll have to find it. Indicators include “part of,” “some” “during,” or just “in.” There are variations on this idea—an answer’s letters may not be hidden consecutively. If they aren’t, the indicator will tell you which letters to use. An answer may be hidden peripherally (as WOOLEN in WOOdy alLEN), backwards (as CANE in greeEN ACres), or in the odd or even positions (as LENT in aLtErNaTe). There’s a hidden answer at 3 Down in Puzzle 3.

 DELETIONS: Answers are often formed by taking a word or phrase and removing one or more letters from it. These removed letters may be indicated by their identity (“man without a” is MN; “artless party” is PY) or by their location (“behead” means drop the first letter; “lose heart” means drop the middle letter(s); “detailed” means drop the last letter, i.e., the word is “de-tailed”; “with seconds to go” indicates no even-numbered position letter is used). The clues for 3 and 8 Down in Puzzle 9 involve deletions of some sort.

 & LIT: This is short for “and literally so.”—a rarity among cryptic clues, but these elegant clues are most rewarding. As I said earlier, a clue contains both a definition and some wordplay. In an “& lit.” clue, the two parts are one and the same; the entire clue is the definition (albeit probably a contrived one), and the entire clue is also the wordplay. Such a clue will usually end with an exclamation point.

 These are the basics, but only a small number of clues will use only one type of wordplay. Generally, two or more types must be combined to get the answer. Perhaps there will be an anagram inside a container, or a reversal as part of a charade—but fear not; all necessary indicators will be given.

For you more experienced solvers who want an extra challenge, this book includes variety cryptics, à la those featured in the Atlantic Monthly and Harper’s. These puzzles will employ unusual diagrams, frequently with their answers separated by black bars rather than black squares. There will also be special instructions with each puzzle, explaining any oddities regarding the clues or their answers.

Whew! That should cover it all. Please forgive me for anything I may have neglected to tell you. I wish you the utmost enjoyment as you wend your way through this book, and I feel obliged to warn you—cryptics are addictive. Take it from one who knows.

Happy Solving,
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PUZZLE 1

ACROSS

1 Risqué portion of Johnny Carson’s retrospective (4)

3 Saturating hairdo with stuffing? (10)

10 Laughing Bull receives a piece of chicken (9)

11 Tea ring snatched by small dog (5)

12 Wind is nastier around start of December (7)

13 City count’s in error (6)

15 Angler provided retreats for general (9)

16 Eastern European sounds Scotch (5)

17 Clumsy writer turns over in it (5)

19 Everything’s in water—it’s not so deep (9)

22 Two-fifty in car (6)

24 Chicken roll contains trace of arsenic (7)

26 Due to succeed in Olympic Games, initially (5)

27 Debut of the French writer: “Everything for the Bride” (9)

28 Corrupt, perverse character from Greece broke a promise (10)

29 Lives on the French parcel of land (4)

DOWN

1 Urchin seen in tabloid with a gem (10)

2 Robes put back into containers (7)

4 Saying one farm animal is eaten by another, from the bottom (7)

5 Heavyweight magneto explodes? (7)

6 Most of a relish in jelly mold (5)

7 One foul smoker is boring (7)

8 G. Kelvin, sideshow performer (4)

9 I started off after everyone else (8)

14 Graph to make further use of color (10)

16 Failure to make a cop sell crack (8)

18 Running away to stick pin in back of Yule log (7)

19 Wrestle with problem heat (7)

20 Parrot I let fly to terminal (7)

21 Horse’s shoulder area gets shriveled (7)

23 Propaganda suppresses irreligious person (5)

25 Nice to leave before party gets a boost (4)
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PUZZLE 2

ACROSS

1 Sail west round bend for a small treasure (5)

4 Opening of “Love Poetry”—quality is something attractive (9)

9 Mexican dish upset Chilean lawyer (9)

10 Scuttled boat carries British religious man (5)

11 Light verse—a symbol, in part (4)

12 President lived—nothing unusual (10)

14 Country seen by father, about one in the morning (6)

15 Cashbox hidden in foundation of prison (8)

18 Sound made by rodent a lion maimed (8)

20 Go with or against dog (6)

23 Former First Family has to write builders (10)

24 Relative of a horse shoe (4)

26 In trouble, I bail out (5)

27 Recite Hebrew prayers left in sofa (9)

28 Old building standard formerly in operation (9)

29 Dictatorial lad seizes ship (5)

DOWN

1 Apiarist put added scratch in paging device (9)

2 Small flags over southern city (7)

3 One ingredient in ammunition (4)

4 Article borne by small climbing animals (6)

5 Plays to receive church money (8)

6 State of being stuck in deer country (10)

7 Took the bait during exam—going around in circles? (7)

8 Had lunch in British school, you say? (5)

13 Finished interrupting mischievous beggar (10)

16 Settle in beforehand, with all sincerity (9)

17 Mother’s to dress as old beast (8)

19 Class adopts stray dog (7)

21 Raccoons eating up order blanks (7)

22 Cowardly Canadian bird (6)

23 Bite the winner (5)

25 Boss appears among work nobility (4)
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PUZZLE 3

ACROSS

1 Bounder, taking part, sang (7)

5 Confined a small pest inside cap (7)

9 Health resort turns away the unsophisticated (5)

10 Mexican misses erroneous assertion (9)

11 Most unfounded prejudice leads to banishment (9)

12 Rub piece of herring in restaurant (5)

13 Fault in your economizing (7)

15 Neighboring house is filled by audience (7)

16 Briefly, first letter maintains the woman’s come by (7)

19 Filthy diapers? Give up (7)

22 Top of sofa replaced with soft bag (5)

23 Crippling me, a helper is not apt to last long (9)

25 Film director is opposed to eating pungent vegetable (9)

26 In two days, diamonds cut into cubes (5)

27 Woodman’s boy wraps 500 as gift (7)

28 What I have running through hose is a sleeping aid (7)

DOWN

1 Brave man in bed with cigar (7)

2 Roll stuffed with one lark (7)

3 Woman seen in motel in Davenport (5)

4 Appropriately having to glide downhill with little light (7)

5 Football players cover me in cloth (7)

6 Group in Casablanca complains about croc set loose (9)

7 Find the solution’s strength and let loose a titter (7)

8 Something sweet is locked up? (7)

14 Small coins—remote items (9)

16 I’m initially parrying every charge (7)

17 City hospital cashier operating (7)

18 Ump enrolled in work club (7)

19 In cruise, had raised flowers (7)

20 Far off, I stop Egyptian, for example (7)

21 Timekeeper pens “party” up in directory (7)

24 Computer hookup writes poetry, accepted by masses? (5)
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PUZZLE 4

ACROSS

1 Confusion caused by madder fellows involved in risk (12)

9 Solicitor sneaking around bravely (7)

10 To get frisky about a victory dance (7)

11 Set aside cracked Easter egg (9)

12 Building manager misplaced purse (5)

13 Ceremony includes college discussion group (5)

15 Breakfasted in Philadelphia—it’s a hobby (9)

17 “Religious woman eaten by fish”—queer riddle (9)

18 Tightwad is found in foreign sea (5)

19 Actress harbors performing bats (5)

21 Landmark in Michigan, on steel base (9)

25 Hefner’s jiggling vamp (7)

26 Court officer fabricated alibi very loudly (7)

27 Ex-President haphazardly arranged loan (6,6)

DOWN

1 Statuary breaks (5)

2 Grown bananas by mistake (5)

3 Permit a word with a talk-show host (9)

4 Ninety maples will conceal roots (5)

5 Man on each end of seating arrangement has attractive quality (9)

6 No large, timeless stars (5)

7 Plugs a ghost story occurring aboard ship (8)

8 Rat in server overcome by brew (8)

13 Renovation of catalog set up, in fact (8)

14 Operated a remarkable diner, initially got back with money (8)

15 Desire to burn secret agent, cover blown, on European land (9)

16 It’s a crime to agitate for peace (9)

20 Boor picks up eggs and grass (5)

22 Low, bottomless foundation having round parts (5)

23 Due to ring on extension (5)

24 Bilingually, the end of the fairies? (5)
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PUZZLE 5

ACROSS

1 Bent forward—it hurts in bed (5)

4 Film star is grateful to admit ring master (3,5)

9 U.S. newspaper item describes unending prejudice (9)

10 A prostitute returns to Oklahoma city (5)

11 Makes an impression among Scout groups—about time (7)

12 A phony editor should be guilty (7)

13 Lizard gets $1,000 for processed coke (5)

15 Stupid fool written about (3-6)

17 With angry frown, Rose committed perjury (9)

18 City pastor’s group is detailed (5)

20 Pressure inhibits leader of Balkan nation (7)

22 Apparently catch a disease (7)

24 Heavy material in these books from the East (5)

25 Getting ready for excellent banter (9)

26 Angers with fragrances (8)

27 Unqualified, say (5)

DOWN

1 Resisting athletes from Tampa Bay and Sacramento (7)

2 Enticed author Oscar to change the ending around (5)

3 Commands party puppets (9)

4 Tell stories in formal attire (5)

5 Island fellow, Cap Brown (9)

6 A desire to write a letter (5)

7 Measure Cockney’s home, in proper condition (9)

8 Pa, talk about a foreign capital (6)

14 Source of something sweet in Caribbean—one is replaced by egg (5,4)

15 Fumbles fish (9)

16 I’m on time to cover school improvisation (9)

17 Bird and calf, gaily running (6)

19 Startle good-hearted veteran (7)

21 French city captivates English girl (5)

22 Bill’s partner’s announced masterstrokes (5)

23 Boundless sex is to prevail (5)
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PUZZLE 6

ACROSS

1 Box is suited to hold $1,000 heroin (5)

4 He brings meat for Bambi to eat (9)

9 Wrestling to smuggle box back into carriage (7)

10 Reprimanded fop, getting on in years (4,3)

11 Otherwise set up back burners? (9)

12 Five hundred kiss, smashing records (5)

13 Athletes’ broken promises (8)

15 Big sandwich contains piece of tomato—a small piece (4)

19 Unescorted swimmer (4)

20 Unsavory building with busted doorbell (8)

23 Stranger came to receive $100 in holy city (5)

25 Most elegant girls in court (9)

27 Sculpture I put in horses’ quarters (7)

28 Dealer’s opening canopy, starting the day (7)

29 Measure taken to prevent getting make-over (9)

30 Stretches ties (5)

DOWN

1 Grow like ground grain? (8)

2 Man’s greed corrupted police (9)

3 Brute mashed potato (5)

4 Princess, a major star, upset no one displaying cleavage (8)

5 Boy, checking article, did some woodworking (6)

6 Confirmed victory for boxer with old hat (9)

7 Cheers one’s ancestry (5)

8 Say no to garbage (6)

14 Element in concert hall (9)

16 “Party Time” enthralls fashionable dancer (9)

17 Think about mother’s potpourri (8)
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