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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible; however, many things can change after a guide is published—regulations change, facilities come under new management, and so forth.

We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to falconeditorial@rowman.com.

Thanks for your input!
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Introduction

The popular image of Washington State, outside of the Pacific Northwest, is of a rain-soaked wilderness somewhere near Alaska. People know of Seattle, its Starbucks coffee, Costco, and high-tech industries like Amazon, Expedia, Boeing, Microsoft, and Google, but they also tend to think the state is chock-full of mountains and forests with a few roads cut through the trees. In some parts of the state, that is true. For example, the famed North Cross State Highway, now known as the North Cascades Highway, opened as recently as 1972. However, it closes every winter, usually from November to March or April, because the mountain snows get too deep to plow and early-spring avalanches still cover the highway. Washington has about 84,432 miles of federal, state, and local roads, including 764 miles of interstate highway. Federal lands make up nearly 30 percent of the state’s total 71,303 square miles.

In 1942, when the immense Bonneville Dam and Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River were completed, the Bonneville Power Administration produced a movie for Pacific Northwest residents in rural areas. The film encouraged them to electrify their homes and farms with the dams’ newly generated power. Folk singer Woody Guthrie wrote twenty-six songs for the movie for about $10 per song. The most famous of them is “Roll On, Columbia, Roll On.”

Washington’s mountains lack the height of the Rockies, but they excel by any standard of grandeur. Swift-moving streams fall away on all sides, rock walls jut straight up from the roadside, forest canopy hangs entirely over the road in some places, and in fall the changing of the leaves in the mountain passes creates a near-neon glow.

The scale of the mountains is enormous, their contrasting terrain is striking, their gorges and river valleys seem sculpted by giants, and their perpetually snow-and ice-covered peaks appear as beacons to everyone within 100 miles.

Western Washington’s rain, in spite of its distressing reputation, is not really all that heavy. Seattle gets about 38 inches per year—less than New York City. In the “rain shadow” of the Olympic Peninsula, the town of Sequim (pronounced skwim) gets nearly 17 inches of rain per year, and some of the San Juan Islands get around 22 inches per year. Cactus grows on at least one of the islands. Of course, the mountains that cause this dryness, the Olympics, absorb the southwesterly brunt of Pacific storms and receive up to 160 inches of rain per year. A two-story rain gauge behind the Quinault Lodge in Olympic National Forest measures the rainfall in FEET!

A popular activity for some hardy people is winter storm-watching on the coast of the Olympic Peninsula. The experience is an actual tourism draw, as travelers pull their rigs into coastal campgrounds and Seattle weekenders rent cottages and lodge rooms—all for the sake of experiencing the brute beauty of a winter storm.

Two states border Washington: Idaho on the east and Oregon on the south. The Canadian province of British Columbia is to the north; the straits, Puget Sound, and the Pacific Ocean are to the west. A series of interlaced channels, the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Georgia, along with Haro Strait, separate the state from Canada’s Vancouver Island.

The geographic center of Washington is the town of George. The Columbia River Gorge Amphitheater is nearby, a national-caliber concert venue during summer. Check out nearby campground #252, Ginkgo Petrified Forest/Wanapum Recreation Area State Park.

Forest covers about half of Washington’s land area. The temperate rain forest extends down the western side of the Olympic Peninsula south to the Columbia River. It has a high biomass of spruce, cedar, and hemlock. The forest floor is dense with ferns and mosses.

The more heavily logged area from Puget Sound into the western Cascade Range contains cedar, hemlock, and Douglas fir. Higher in the Cascades, the forest tends toward silver fir and Douglas fir. The eastern slope of the Cascades is ponderosa pine habitat. Douglas fir is the most common tree in northeastern Washington. The central Columbia Plateau is actually a steppe covered by short grasses, while much of southeastern Washington is a prairie of taller grasses.

Washington’s major attractions are outdoor wonders. They include three national parks (Mount Rainier, Olympic, and North Cascades), three national recreation areas (Lake Chelan, Lake Roosevelt, and Ross Lake), three national monuments (Mount St. Helens, San Juan Islands, and Hanford Reach), eight national forests (Mount Baker-Snoqualmie, Okanogan-Wenatchee, Olympic, Gifford Pinchot, Colville, Idaho Pan-handle, Umatilla, and Kaniksu), and the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. On the Olympic Peninsula alone, there are nearly a million acres of forest. Readers of one of America’s top travel magazines recently voted all three of Washington’s national parks onto their top 25 list: Olympic National Park, Mount Rainier National Park, and North Cascades National Park.

Not to make your eyes glaze over or anything, but here are the statistics on just some of Washington’s outdoor recreation possibilities:


	142 state parks

	11 state forests

	24 state wildlife refuges

	1 state wildlife management area

	31 state wilderness areas

	99 state fish hatcheries

	3 national parks

	8 national forests

	30 national historic landmarks and areas







Camping in Washington

During the continuing health issue of COVID-19, it’s crucial that we make wise choices in all regards to keep ourselves, our families, friends, other campers, park rangers, and first responders safe and out of harm’s way. The CDC offers guidance to help people prevent the spread of infectious diseases at its website, www.cdc.gov. When recreating, please follow local area health orders, which may include social distancing, wearing masks, avoiding high-risk activities, and staying home if you’re sick. The various parks’ administrations in Washington continue to monitor park functions to ensure visitors adhere to CDC guidelines, but your best advice is to check directly with the campgrounds and areas you plan to visit.

According to The Nature Conservancy: “A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse gasses (including carbon dioxide and methane) that are generated by our actions.” Right now, with our planet under threat of global warming linked to each of our individual actions, a camping vacation in your own state or one nearby causes a minimal carbon footprint when compared to the carbon impact of flying or cruising to a tourist attraction or faraway country. Complicated studies have been done, but simply and obviously put, campers create a much lower number on the carbon footprint charts.

Campgrounds in Washington are as diverse as the landscape. They include sites in the rain forest of the Olympic Peninsula; on the beaches of the Pacific Ocean, Hood Canal, and Puget Sound; in alpine forests and meadows; and, in some eastern sections of the state, in desertlike conditions. The vast majority of campgrounds are at the edge of a body of water; Washington is splashed with lakes and laced with rivers.

A high percentage of campgrounds are open year-round, offering access to both summer and winter recreation. Some parks close their campsites but remain open for day use through the winter. Also, because of varying weather conditions, before your visit, call or check online campground sites for possible alerts or closures.

The Discover Pass for state parks and more—annual moorage permits, boat-launch permits, disability passes, and senior citizen passes—are available by calling the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (360–902–8844) or by visiting www.parks.wa.gov.

The Washington State Parks system is one of the ten largest in the nation in terms of acreage managed (458,450 acres) and visitation (close to 44 million visits in 2021). Nearly all public parks in Washington have some degree of wheelchair accessibility (Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA]), and almost all allow leashed pets. Pets must be on a leash no longer than 8 feet and under control at all times. Alcohol is allowed in some designated campgrounds and picnic areas, but prohibited in others. Marijuana is also prohibited in some campgrounds. Check each website.

During the busy summer months, you can reserve a campsite, a yurt, a cabin, a rustic structure, a vacation house, a group camp, or a group day-use facility in more than sixty Washington state parks. Drop-ins are welcome on a space-available basis. Reservations can also be made through email. Instructions are posted on the parks commission website: www.parks.wa.gov.

The National Recreation Reservation Service (www.reserveamerica.com) is a one-stop reservation service for the USDA Forest Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, National Park Service, and Bureau of Land Management.

Dispersed camping is also available in many areas. This is camping anywhere outside of a designated campground. Since there is no fee, services and facilities are not provided and reservations are not taken. A few of these dispersed areas have been included here.

Some of the campgrounds covered in this guide are accessed by tricky roads. The Washington Trails Association suggests a few helpful tips on how to navigate these potentially difficult areas, and we share an abbreviated list here to help keep you safe.


	Check recent trip reports before heading out for rough road conditions, flooding, etc.

	Pay attention to signs. Posted routes using white horizontal numbers on a brown background indicate routes better for passenger cars than are roads marked with vertical numbers.

	Go slow and keep right to reduce pothole damage and allow time to stop for oncoming vehicles.

	Give uphill drivers the right of way by pulling over, even backing up.

	Never tailgate.

	Park well off the road, ensuring emergency vehicles and larger trailers can pass.

	Always keep headlights on.

	Carry a detailed map and extra supplies in case of flats or other mechanicals. Don’t count on cell service or Google.



Since circumstances at each campground are always subject to change depending on weather, budgeting, and health conditions, our best advice is to check the individual website of each campground before you visit. URLs are included in each description.

Please note if you are camping in a federal campground: The Washington State law that allows recreational use of marijuana has no bearing on federal laws, which continue to identify marijuana as an illegal drug and prohibit its use.

Also note: If you make a campsite reservation and must cancel, you may incur a hefty fee. Check with the park where you reserved to find out their cancellation policies.

Washington State Parks has a volunteer Park Host program for those who have their own RVs, are interested in staying in the parks for at least thirty days, enjoy the outdoors and helping campers, and are willing to perform a range of duties in the park. Visit www.parks.wa.gov/275/Park-Host-Program for more details.

Campground etiquette is really common sense with an eye toward the fact that campers have a lot of nearby neighbors, often just a few feet away. People go camping for a lot of reasons, and finding peace and quiet is chief among them. Honoring quiet hours is essential, and that includes voices, music, generators, and pets. Roads and paths need to be kept open, and stay limits should be honored, as should the number of both people and vehicles allowed per campsite.

The Discover Pass

It is no secret that financial hard times have hit Washington’s outdoor recreation budgets—more than a few state-owned parks have shortened their open seasons, been deeded to municipalities, or simply closed. In response, the state legislature came up with the Discover Pass. Sort of a park user tax, as of publication the price was set at $35 per year ($11.50 for a one-day pass). This pass is now required for motor-vehicle access to millions of acres of state parks and recreation lands managed by the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The pass is transferable between two vehicles.

The happy exception for campers is that the pass is not required for camping in state parks: Your camping reservation stub or camping fee receipt will serve as your permit for the duration of your stay in the park where you have paid for a campsite, a vacation house, an environmental learning center, a yurt, or a cabin. If you visit other state parks in the area, you will need to purchase an annual or a one-day Discover Pass. You will need a pass if you are camping on lands managed by the DNR or WDFW.

The Discover Pass is available by phone at (866) 320–9933, or visit https://discoverpass.wa.gov.
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How to Use This Guide

Camping Washington is designed for quick and easy reference. You should be able to find what you are looking for at a glance, whether by location on one of the many campground locator maps or in the quick-reference Campgrounds At-a-Glance Charts for each subregion.

We have divided Washington into three broad regions, corresponding to the state’s designated tourism regions, and each of these is further divided into several subregions:

The Coastal Region includes the entire Olympic Peninsula south to the border with Oregon. The Coastal Region contains the rain forest, coastal beaches, Hood Canal/Kitsap Peninsula, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

The Western Region includes everything else in western Washington eastward to the crest of the Cascade Mountains. This region is divided into three subsections: North Puget Sound, the San Juan Islands and Island County, and South Puget Sound—from Everett north to the Canadian border, and from Seattle south to the Oregon border. The state’s volcanoes—Mounts Baker, Rainier, St. Helens, and Adams—are all in the Western Region.

The Eastern Region stretches from the crest of the Cascades eastward to the Idaho border. It includes the North and South Cascades, the Columbia Plateau, the northeastern highlands, the rolling Palouse, and the Blue Mountains in the state’s southeastern corner.

There are 315 campgrounds described in this guide. All of them are publicly owned, and all are accessible by car. A four-wheel-drive vehicle is not necessary to reach any of them. However, you may not be able to tow trailers to a few of the campgrounds, notably those in the Harts Pass area near Winthrop. When that is the case, the text will say so. Everything you need to know about any particular campground before setting out is discussed in this guide. Complete driving directions are given from a nearby city, as are the number of campsites, RV length restrictions, a comprehensive list of amenities, ADA compliance and wheelchair accessibility, nightly fee, elevation and GPS coordinates of the campground, alcohol and marijuana restrictions, cell phone service, the managing agency, things to do in the vicinity, and a narrative description of the campground.

Each campground description will tell you at a glance whether a campground offers tent sites, RV sites, ADA-accessible sites and facilities, group sites, yurts, cabins, or vacation houses. Most offer both tent and RV sites, but many require RVs to be self-contained. The “Sites” listing will tell you when that is the case. In each campground entry, “partial” or “utility” mean the site has water and electricity; “full” hookups means all three are available at the site. (In the quick-reference charts, the letters W, E, and S refer to water, electricity, and sewer.) “Standard” sites have no hookups. They’re usually for tents and self-contained RVs.
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Although we have listed ADA-accessible facilities, for more detailed ADA features, use the link here to all Washington State Parks (only) for a comprehensive ADA map showing the features in which you are interested: www.parks.wa.gov/156/ADA-Recreation.

For easy comparison with other campgrounds in a subregion, the Campgrounds At-a-Glance gives the information in chart form. For example, if your camping style requires a restroom with showers, just scan the “Showers” column to find the campgrounds for you. From that point, turn to the page of a campground you are interested in and read the complete description.

Since camping fees frequently change by a few dollars or more, and vary regarding type of vehicle, we have indicated overnight costs with dollar signs for comparative purposes. Please see individual campground websites for exact dollar amounts as the costs included in this guide reflect “last price paid” as of publication. Our easy reference key is as follows:


	$ = $10 or less

	$$ = $11 to $20

	$$$ = $21 to $30

	$$$$ = $31 to $40

	$$$$$ = $41 and higher







Five Best Campgrounds in Six Categories

Families with Small Children

Fort Worden Historical State Park (in Port Townsend)

This campground is easily accessed and offers beach walking, kayaking, biking and hiking trails, dining in Port Townsend for local cuisine, and a historical walk back in time. Vacation houses and other buildings are also available by reservation.

Sol Duc, Olympic National Park (40 miles southwest of Port Angeles on the Soleduck River)

Sol Duc Campground is close to the hot spring pools, a freshwater swimming pool, and Sol Duc Falls. Its lack of cell phone service makes it a great place to check out of the daily rat race and create family memories.

Ocean City State Park (1.5 miles north of Ocean Shores)

The park is popular because of its flat, seasonally drivable, sandy beach, easy accessibility, and proximity to shopping and restaurants in the town of Ocean Shores, just 1.5 miles south.

Lincoln Rock State Park (9 miles north of Wenatchee on the Columbia River)

With 94 sites and 11 family cabins, Lincoln Rock is like a spread-out village. It has a good playground near the center of activities, lots of paved hike and bike trails, and even a little snack/gear rental shop. The 80-acre campground fronts the Columbia River for a half mile.

Lewis and Clark Trail State Park (130 miles south of Spokane on the Touchet River, near Walla Walla)

This 367-acre campground is on the Touchet River, which eventually joins the Walla Walla River on its way to the Columbia. Homesteaders used this site to hold post-harvest picnics and games. Today park rangers host campfire interpretive programs in summer. There is a 1-mile interpretive trail and a 0.75-mile birding trail in the camp.

Families with Teenagers

Moran State Park (15 miles from the ferry landing on Orcas Island)

Comprising more than 5,000 acres with five lakes, 30 miles of foot trails, and 300 acres of old-growth forest, Moran State Park has more to offer than most parks, plus it is easy to set up multiple-family compounds in the camping areas. We know three extended families who have camped here together for more than fifty years running.

Grayland Beach State Park (20 miles southwest of Aberdeen)

On a hot summer day, you would swear this was a southern California beach—until you touched the water, which is a good 15 to 20 degrees colder here. Sand dunes stretch for a few miles to the south. This is a popular park, and families appreciate the large campsites within walking distance of the ocean.

Pacific Beach State Park (29 miles northwest of Hoquiam on the Long Beach Peninsula)

The unusual, in-town location of this park makes it very popular with campers who like the best of both worlds. There is plenty of clam digging, fresh-and saltwater fishing, kite flying, beachcombing, birding, kayaking, and surfing. Waterfront tent sites, yurts, and RV hookups are a big draw for families with teenagers,

Lakeshore RV Park (in Chelan on Lake Chelan)

This park is also located in town and is the center of family recreation for waterskiing, boating, Jet Skiing, sailboarding, and so much more. The small, friendly town of Chelan is just a stroll away from campsites and features grocery stores, restaurants, and shopping. Reservations are a must in the summer months.

Gifford (90 miles northwest of Spokane on Franklin D. Roosevelt Lake, near Gifford)

This large, nice campground sometimes seems like a waterskiing camp for children. It is an excellent facility for boaters. The Gifford–Inchelium Ferry, just 1 mile south of camp, offers free passage every half hour across the Columbia to the Colville Indian Reservation.

Loners Who Really Want to Get Away from It All

Ozette, Olympic National Park (75 miles west of Port Angeles on Ozette Lake)

Open year-round, the campground is primitive, isolated, and very appealing because of the pristine lake. Cedar walkways lead 3 miles through dense forest to the beaches of the Pacific where, during whale migration, gray whales can be spotted.

Cottonwood (35 miles northwest of Yakima on the Naches River)

Set on the banks of the Naches River, this wooded campground is just right for sitting around with or without a fishing rod and maybe taking a hike or two. The campground is open from April through November.

Boundary Dam (103 miles north of Spokane on the Pend Oreille River, near Metaline Falls)

Twenty-two year-round sites are located on 1,000 acres of wilderness terrain in northeastern Washington. The campground is in a beautiful, forested setting on the west bank of the Pend Oreille River, which is hemmed in by precipitous rock walls that rise 100 to 200 feet. The Salmo Priest Wilderness is on the east side of the river.

Alder Thicket (131 miles south of Spokane, near Pomeroy)

Located, of course, in an alder thicket in the middle of the proverbial nowhere, this campground is quite rustic, bordering on primitive. The choices are to kick back and commune with nature or go hiking and commune with nature. The campground has five tent sites available free of charge.

Western Lake (6 miles north of Naselle)

The Washington Department of Natural Resources knows how to build small, primitive campgrounds in the middle of nowhere, and this is one of the best and most private. The wooded site is located near tiny Western Lakes on the way up to Radar Ridge. The campground is open year-round.

Anglers

Bumping Lake (56 miles northwest of Yakima on Bumping Lake)

The 1,300-acre lake holds kokanee salmon and rainbow and cutthroat trout. Some campsites are right at the water’s edge. There are also some backpacking routes and day-use trails in the area that lead into the William O. Douglas Wilderness.

Bogachiel State Park (6 miles south of Forks on the Bogachiel River)

With 2,800 feet of shoreline frontage along the Bogachiel River, this is a good location for steelhead fishing and an excellent base for touring the western Olympic Peninsula.

White Pass Lake (Leech Lake) (55 miles west of Yakima on Leech Lake)

The campground is at the White Pass summit across from the White Pass Ski Area. Fly fishing is good when the water warms a bit, but that is also when the mosquitoes swarm at this altitude (4,500 feet). The site also offers trailhead access to the Pacific Crest Trail.

Cape Disappointment State Park (3 miles southwest of Ilwaco on the Long Beach Peninsula)

With 8 miles of park shoreline on the Columbia River and Pacific Ocean, nearby Lake O’Neil, and fishing gear available right at the campground, what more could you ask for? Salmon and crab are favorite catches here.

Howard Miller Steelhead Park (38 miles east of Burlington on the Skagit River in Rockport)

This is steelhead country, and the fishing is reputed to be good here. The campground, located on the Skagit River, which is designated a Wild and Scenic River, is open year-round. This lush park is 45 minutes from Anacortes and close to North Cascades National Park.

Heart o’ the Hills, Olympic National Park (6 miles south of Port Angeles)

This is the closest campground to Hurricane Ridge and offers good access to the “rain shadow” side of Olympic National Park. The campground is in an old-growth forest.

Beacon Rock State Park (35 miles east of Vancouver on the Columbia River)

Serious hikers can take the steep 1-mile trail to the top of the monolith, Beacon Rock, but there are 14 miles of gentler hiking trails, many shared with equestrians and mountain bikers, on these remains of an ancient volcano.

Mount Rainier National Park: Ohanapecosh (121 miles southeast of Olympia on the Ohanapecosh River)

One of the most popular campgrounds for hikers in the state, Ohanapecosh, on the slopes of Mount Rainier, has arguably the best day hikes right outside your tent flap or RV door. You can hike among 1,000-year-old trees, over a thundering gorge, and to the base of a giant waterfall. The 378-acre campground itself is one of the best in Washington.

Iron Creek (102 miles southeast of Olympia on the Cispus River, near Randle)

This 32-acre campground is very popular because of its proximity to the east side of Mount St. Helens and its easy RV access.

Mount Spokane State Park (30 miles northeast of Spokane on Mount Spokane)

A ski area in winter, Mount Spokane offers 100 miles of trails for hikers and 79 miles for mountain bikers and equestrian riders. It also affords sweeping views of the Inland Empire. Cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and snowmobiling tracks are also available.

Wildlife Viewers

Salt Creek Recreation Area (15 miles west of Port Angeles on Crescent Bay)

The wildlife here is on land, in the air, and in, under, and on the sea—the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The tide pools and diving are considered some of the best in the Northwest. Depending on the time of year, campers can see gray whales, harbor seals, river otters, orcas, sea lions, bald eagles, and more.

Big Meadow Lake (99 miles north of Spokane on Big Meadow Lake, near Colville)

Other than a wildlife-viewing platform, this campground does not have much in the way of amenities, and the road may give your passengers fits, but the location is idyllic. The campground sits at the edge of 70-acre Big Meadow Lake, where rainbow trout can be abundant.

Deception Pass State Park (18 miles west of Burlington on Whidbey and Fidalgo Islands)

The state park features three campgrounds, saltwater beaches, a few lakes, some old-growth Douglas fir forests, marshland, sand dunes, and a few smaller islands. Black-tailed deer are common, and bald eagles nest in the treetops. It is Washington’s most popular and most visited state park, by both local and international travelers alike.

Pearrygin Lake State Park (4 miles northeast of Winthrop on Pearrygin Lake)

Mountain lions and bears are spotted here from time to time, but deer, groundhogs, and ospreys are the usual wildlife enjoyed by campers. The campground is open in all seasons.

Millersylvania State Park (10 miles south of Olympia on Deep Lake)

Wildlife you may see here includes foxes, black-tailed deer, coyotes, red-tailed hawks, wood ducks, and porcupines. Two swimming beaches grace the 3,300 feet of freshwater shoreline on Deep Lake.


[image: Icicle Creek runs through Icicle Canyon west of Leavenworth. Seven national forest campgrounds are strung alongside the creek throughout the canyon.]
Icicle Creek runs through Icicle Canyon west of Leavenworth. Seven national forest campgrounds are strung alongside the creek throughout the canyon.
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Fort Ebey, on the Western side of Whidbey Island, was built as a coastal defense fort during World War II. Now, this state park enjoys the bonus of a friendly, informative welcoming committee in the person of park aide Zack Stenson, who has been working here for a few years and “loves his job.”
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Just in case you don’t have cell coverage, this moss-covered device will link you to the world outside the mystical Olympic Rain Forest.







Coastal Region

There is a lot of watching to be done on the Olympic Peninsula: storm watching, whale watching, storm watching, bird watching, storm watching. From July through September, the region is relatively dry and temperatures get into the 70s. But the Olympic Peninsula is basically a temperate rain forest (nearly a million acres of it), and much of what there is to do there concerns water: fishing, boating, river rafting, beach walking, and oyster harvesting. Even just going for a walk can mean wet feet. Good, water-resistant boots and rain gear will keep you a happy camper.

US 101 is the only way around the peninsula. The road makes a loop, starting just west of Olympia, but there are enough side trips to keep you busy for days.

Westport is well known for its charter fishing and whale watching, and Ocean Shores is a bit of a beach-resort paradise. On the north end of the peninsula, the community of Neah Bay attracts those interested in charter fishing, but the Makah Tribal Museum is another attraction well worth visiting. It exhibits the best of the Ozette archaeological digs and has a good gift shop offering local native artifacts and jewelry. No alcohol is allowed on Makah reservation land.


[image: No, it is not Disneyland; it is the remarkable Hall of Mosses Trail in the Olympic National Park rain forest. Take an umbrella and immerse yourselves in the mosses.]
No, it is not Disneyland; it is the remarkable Hall of Mosses Trail in the Olympic National Park rain forest. Take an umbrella and immerse yourselves in the mosses.



On the peninsula, it is sometimes hard to see the forest for the trees. Since there are only 38 miles of road in Olympic National Park, the best view of the park is from Hurricane Ridge, which is a 17-mile drive from Port Angeles on the north shore.

RV parks and campgrounds abound on the peninsula. There are nearly as many campsites in Grays Harbor County (2,046) as motel rooms. So take a long weekend, or even a week or more, to explore the possibilities. The beaches and forests seem endless.

In the Olympic National Forest, many campsites go begging because campers assume they will all be taken. Over one Labor Day Weekend, three-quarters of the campsites there were vacant, while all state park campgrounds were full. Even though no reservations are taken for Olympic National Forest campgrounds, be sure to call ahead and ask about campsite availability—do not assume they will be full.

Hood Canal is a long, narrow saltwater inlet that begins where the Juan de Fuca and Georgia Straits meet near Port Townsend. Hood Canal runs south along the eastern side of the Olympic Peninsula and bends northeast to the town of Belfair. US 101 runs most of the length of the western shore of the canal.

The Strait of Juan de Fuca separates the Olympic Peninsula from Vancouver Island. It is about 17 miles wide, and its shores collect an abundance of flotsam and jetsam during incoming tides from the Pacific Ocean.

Because of ongoing storm damage and budget shortfalls, some campgrounds in this region have been closed until further notice—Falls View, Altair, Elwah, and Kopachuck. Since access roads and areas of other campgrounds have also been closed and alternate access roads may be available, check before you go.


[image: The Spanish-style Admiralty Head Lighthouse, located in historic Fort Casey State Park, replaced the original 1861 wood, two-story structure, built to guide offshore U.S. ships and protect the entrance to Puget Sound and its shipyards. It was deactivated in 1922, but the iconic lighthouse is now open to the public and supports a small museum and gift shop.]
The Spanish-style Admiralty Head Lighthouse, located in historic Fort Casey State Park, replaced the original 1861 wood, two-story structure, built to guide offshore U.S. ships and protect the entrance to Puget Sound and its shipyards. It was deactivated in 1922, but the iconic lighthouse is now open to the public and supports a small museum and gift shop.







Rain Forest





	Number
	Name
	Total Sites
	Group Sites
	Hookup Sites
	Hookups
	Max RV Length
	Dump Station
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking Water
	ADA Compliant
	Fees
	Reservations





	1
	Big Creek
	65
	
	
	
	36
	
	V
	
	•
	
	$$
	



	2
	Bogachiel State Park
	36
	1
	6
	WE
	40
	•
	F
	•
	•
	•
	$$$$
	•



	3
	Brown Creek
	20
	
	
	
	20
	
	V
	
	•
	•
	$$
	



	4
	Campbell Tree Grove
	31
	
	
	
	16
	
	V
	
	
	•
	
	



	5
	Coho
	58
	1
	
	
	36
	•
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	•



	6
	Collins
	16
	
	
	
	21
	
	V
	
	•
	
	$$
	



	7
	Coppermine Bottom
	11
	
	
	
	30
	
	V
	
	
	•
	
	



	8
	Cottonwood
	10
	
	
	
	30
	
	V
	
	•
	•
	
	



	9
	Dungeness Forks
	10
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	V
	
	
	
	$$
	



	10
	Falls Creek
	31
	
	
	
	16
	
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	•



	11
	Gatton Creek
	5
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	V
	
	
	•
	$$$
	



	12
	Hamma Hamma
	15
	
	
	
	21
	
	V
	
	
	•
	$$
	



	13
	Hoh Oxbow
	8
	
	
	
	30
	
	V
	
	
	•
	
	•



	14
	Klahowya
	56
	
	
	
	30
	
	FV
	
	•
	•
	$$
	



	15
	Lake Sylvia State Park
	42
	1
	4
	WE
	30
	•
	F
	•
	•
	•
	$$$$
	•



	16
	Lena Creek
	13
	
	
	
	21
	
	V
	
	•
	
	$$
	



	17
	Minnie Peterson
	9
	
	
	
	30
	
	V
	
	
	•
	
	



	18
	Olympic National Park: Deer Park
	14
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	V
	
	
	•
	$$
	



	19
	Olympic National Park: Fairholme
	88
	
	
	
	21
	•
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	•



	20
	Olympic National Park: Heart o’ the Hills
	105
	
	
	
	35
	
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	



	21
	Olympic National Park: Hoh
	73
	1
	
	
	35
	
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	•



	22
	Olympic National Park: North Fork
	9
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	P
	
	
	•
	$$
	



	23
	Olympic National Park: Queets
	20
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	P
	
	
	
	$$$
	



	24
	Olympic National Park: Sol Duc
	82
	1
	
	
	35
	•
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$$
	•



	25
	Olympic National Park: Staircase
	49
	
	
	
	35
	
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	



	26
	Schafer State Park
	31
	1
	9
	WE
	40
	•
	F
	•
	•
	•
	$$$$
	•



	27
	South Fork Hoh
	7
	
	
	
	21
	
	P
	
	
	
	
	



	28
	Upper Clearwater
	6
	
	
	
	20
	
	V
	
	
	
	
	



	29
	Western Lake
	5
	
	
	
	25
	
	V
	
	
	
	
	



	30
	Willaby
	21
	
	
	
	16
	
	F
	
	•
	•
	$$$
	•






Hookups: W = Water E = Electric S = Sewer

Toilets: F=Flush V=Vault P=Pit

Maximum Trailer/RV Length given in feet.

Fee: $ = $10 or less; $$ = $11–$20; $$$ = $21–30; $$$$ = $31–$40; $$$$$ = $41 and higher.

If no entry under Fee, camping is free.
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1 Big Creek


Location: 9 miles west of Hoodsport, near Lake Cushman

GPS: N47 29.692' / W123 12.682'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, sheltered picnic tables, firewood, vault toilets, groceries, boat rentals, nature trails

Elevation: 731 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 53 single sites for tents or self-contained RVs, 12 tent-only sites

Maximum RV length: 36 feet

Season: Mid-May–mid-Nov

Fees per night: $$ $20

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47789

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: No

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, swimming, waterskiing

Finding the campground: From US 101 in the town of Hoodsport on Hood Canal, take WA 119 (Lake Cushman Road) west and then north for 9 miles to the campground.

The campground: At this 30-acre campground near Lake Cushman in Olympic National Forest, the big sites offer more privacy than you find at most public campgrounds. The lake, which is about 8 miles long, is 1.5 miles south of camp. Big Creek, a small stream, is adjacent to the campground. Hoodsport is the closest town.




2 Bogachiel State Park


Location: 6 miles south of Forks on the Bogachiel River

GPS: N47 48.826' / W124 18.811'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, fire grills, dump station, flush toilets (ADA), coin-operated showers, boat launch, kitchen shelter

Elevation: 310 feet

Road conditions: Paved to and throughout campground

Hookups: Yes

Sites: 26 sites for tents or RVs, 6 sites with partial hookups for RVs, 2 hiker/biker sites, 1 ADA site, 1 group site (up to 20 people)

Maximum RV length: 40 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: $$$$ $32 for standard sites

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, (360) 902–8844 (information); www.parks.wa.gov/478/Bogachiel

Reservations: https://washington.goingtocamp.com or call (888) 226–7688

Pets: Yes, on leash 8 feet maximum

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6:30 a.m.; generators OK 8 a.m.–9 p.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Allowed in designated campground and picnic areas; no bottles or cans on swimming beaches

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, hunting, rafting

Finding the campground: Bogachiel State Park is 6 miles south of the town of Forks on US 101.

The campground: This sizable campground in the Hoh Rain Forest in Olympic National Park covers 123 acres and features 2,800 feet of shoreline frontage along the Bogachiel River. It is a good location for steelhead fishing along the river or for hiking on 0.5 mile of marked trails nearby. “It isn’t the end of the world, but you can see it from here,” so goes a popular Northwest saying about this tip of the Hoh Rain Forest. The remote campground is located on both sides of US 101.




3 Brown Creek


Location: About 44 miles northwest of Olympia on the shore of the South Fork Skokomish River

GPS: N47 24.800' / W123 19.136'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water (in summer), picnic tables, 3 vault toilets (1 ADA)

Elevation: 650 feet

Road conditions: Unpaved Forest Service road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 8 tent sites, 12 sites for trailers and self-contained RVs (1 ADA); 6 sites open year-round

Maximum RV length: 20 feet

Season: Mid-May–late Sept

Fees per night: $$ $14

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=47795

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: Use a Forest Service map to find this remote campground. Drive west on US 101 from I-5 exit 104 at Olympia. Continue for 29 miles, then turn left onto Skokomish Valley Road and drive 5 miles. Take FR 23 for 9 miles, then FR 2353 for 0.75 mile. Turn onto FR 2340 and drive into the campground.

The campground: Brown Creek Campground encompasses 6 acres within Olympic National Forest and is located along the shore of the South Fork Skokomish River at the confluence with Brown Creek. It is rarely crowded because it is difficult to find and not many people know about it. Camping conditions are primitive. So is the access road, but four-wheel drive is not necessary, except perhaps in muddy weather conditions.




4 Campbell Tree Grove


Campbell Tree Grove

Location: 27 miles northeast of Humptulips, adjacent to the West Fork Humptulips River

GPS: N47 28.859' / W123 41.411'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, 2 vault toilets; no drinking water

Elevation: 200 feet

Road conditions: 12 miles of narrow gravel road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 21 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (5 ADA), 10 walk-in sites

Maximum RV length: 16 feet

Season: Late May–early Sept

Fees per night: None

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District–Quinault, (360) 288 2525; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47739

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: 5 ADA sites available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: From Humptulips on US 101, drive 5 miles north and turn right (northeast) onto Donkey Creek Road (FR 22). Continue for 8 miles and turn left onto FR 2204. Stay on FR 2204 for 14 miles to the campground. In April 2022, RV access was denied due to restricted road width. Phone (360) 288–2525 for current info.

The campground: This 3-acre riverside campground is in Olympic National Forest next to the Colonel Bob Wilderness. This is way out in the boonies but small, nice, and peaceful. There are good hiking trails in this beautiful, temperate rain forest.




5 Coho


Location: About 33 miles north of Montesano on the west shore of Wynoochee Lake

GPS: N47 23.412' / W123 36.303'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, 4 flush toilets (ADA), boat docks, boat launch, dump station

Elevation: 900 feet

Road conditions: 2-lane gravel Forest Service road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 46 sites for tents or self-contained RVs, 8 walk-in tent sites, 3 yurt sites, 1 walk-in group site (up to 12 people)

Maximum RV length: 36 feet

Season: Mid-May–early Oct

Fees per night: $$$ $25

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, (360) 765–2200; (888) 502–8690 (park information); www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47807

Reservations: www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233384 or call (877) 444–6777

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing, canoeing, boating, swimming

Finding the campground: From Montesano, 37 miles west of I-5 on WA 8/US 12, turn north onto Wynoochee Valley Road (FR 22). After 32 miles, bear west on FR 22 for 0.25 mile, then north on FR 2294 for just over 1 mile to the campground.

The campground: Wynoochee Lake is about 4 miles long and more than 0.5 mile wide. A hiking trail goes all the way around it. The campground is at the southern end of the lake on the west shore, near Wynoochee Dam. When the weather is nice, Coho is a wonderful campground for relaxing and exploring this part of Olympic National Forest. There are no commercial services at Coho. Motorists should have sufficient fuel for the return trip.




6 Collins


Location: 26 miles north of Hoodsport on the Duckabush River

GPS: N47 40.950' / W123 01.182

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water nearby, picnic tables, vault toilets

Elevation: 200 feet

Road conditions: Paved Forest Service road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 6 sites for tents only, 10 sites for tents or self-contained RVs

Maximum RV length: 21 feet

Season: Mid-May–Sept

Fees per night: $$ $14

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=47809

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: No

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing, swimming

Finding the campground: From Hoodsport on Hood Canal, drive 21 miles north on US 101. Half a mile south of Duckabush, turn left (west) onto Duckabush Road (FR 2510) and drive 5 miles to the campground.

The campground: Collins Campground is small, shady, and nicely situated on the shore of the Duckabush River in the Olympic National Forest. The river has swift currents, rapids, and waterfalls and is not floatable.




7 Coppermine Bottom


Location: About 64 miles north of Hoquiam on the Clearwater River

GPS: N47 39.327' / W124 11.295'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, tent pads, vault toilets, group shelter, boat launch; no drinking water

Elevation: 620 feet

Road conditions: 1-lane gravel road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 11 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: None; Washington State Discover Pass required (available at https://discoverpass.wa.gov)

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, (360) 374–6131; www.dnr.wa.gov/OlympicPeninsula

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA site available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Fishing, boating

Finding the campground: From Hoquiam, drive north on US 101 for about 50 miles. At milepost 147, midway between the towns of Amanda Park and Queets, turn north onto Hoh Mainline/Clearwater Road and drive 12.6 miles. Turn right onto C-1010 Road and continue for 1.5 miles to the campground, on the left. The last 1.5 miles are on a one-lane gravel road.

The campground: Well away from US 101, this secluded campground offers nice sites next to the Clearwater River. It is in the Olympic Experimental State Forest, also known as the Bert Cole State Forest.




8 Cottonwood


Location: About 18 miles south of Forks on the Hoh River

GPS: N46 57.0' / W103 31.56'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, fire grills, tent pads, vault toilets (1 ADA), boat launch

Elevation: 160 feet

Road conditions: Gravel road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 10 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: None; Washington State Discover Pass required (available at https://discoverpass.wa.gov)

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, (360) 374–6131 (information); (541) 338-7869 (park office); www.dnr.wa.gov/OlympicPeninsula

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, river rafting

Finding the campground: About 15 miles south of the town of Forks, between mileposts 177 and 178 on US 101, turn west onto Lower Hoh Road (also called Oil City Road). Drive for 2.3 miles and turn left onto H-4060, a gravel road. Continue 0.9 mile to the campground.

The campground: The Hoh is a swift, wide, and wondrous river, and this campground sits just above its bank. The camp is primitive but pleasantly isolated and peaceful. It is in the Olympic Experimental State Forest, also known as the Bert Cole State Forest.




9 Dungeness Forks


Location: About 12 miles south of Sequim at the confluence of the Dungeness and Gray Wolf Rivers

GPS: N47 46.735' / W124 17.537'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, vault toilets; no drinking water

Elevation: 1,000 feet

Road conditions: Steep, 1-lane, unpaved road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 10 single tent-only sites

Maximum RV length: N/A

Season: Mid-May–Sept

Fees per night: $$ $14

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47821

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: No

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: From Sequim, drive 3 miles southeast on US 101 and turn right (south) onto Palo Alto Road. Follow it for 7 miles, and then turn right (west) onto FR 2880. Continue 1.5 miles to the campground.

The campground: Situated in Olympic National Forest, Dungeness Forks Campground is comfortable, shady, and quiet. It is located at the confluence of the Dungeness and Gray Wolf Rivers, in the rain shadow of the Olympic Mountains. That means it is drier than campgrounds on the west side of the Olympic Peninsula. Trailers and motor homes are not recommended due to the steep, one-lane, unpaved road access.




10 Falls Creek


Location: About 45 miles north of Aberdeen on the south shore of Lake Quinault

GPS: N47 28.174' / W123 50.724'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, flush toilets (some ADA), nearby boat rentals, docks, boat launch

Elevation: 200 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 21 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (some ADA), 10 walk-in tent sites

Maximum RV length: 16 feet

Season: Memorial Day–Labor Day

Fees per night: $$$ $25

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District–Quinault, (360) 288–2525; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=47745

Reservations: www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/251365 or call (877) 444–6777

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and sites available

Cell service: Minimal to none

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, swimming

Finding the campground: From Aberdeen, drive 42 miles north on US 101 to the Quinault turnoff (South Shore Road). Turn right (northeast) and drive 2.5 miles to the campground on the east shore of Lake Quinault.

The campground: Falls Creek Campground is located in Olympic National Forest, where Falls Creek flows into Lake Quinault. It is near the Quinault Ranger Station and Lake Quinault Lodge. There is a boat launch and a rocky beach. The lake is part of the Quinault Indian Nation, so a tribal fishing permit and boat decal are required. Both may be purchased at local merchants. The swimming is good in the warmer months of July and August. Signed nature trails go near and through the campground.




11 Gatton Creek


Location: 45 miles north of Aberdeen on the south shore of Lake Quinault

GPS: N47 28.430' / W123 50.267'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, firewood, vault toilets (1 ADA), nature trail; no drinking water

Elevation: 200 feet

Road conditions: Paved to and throughout campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 5 walk-in (from adjacent parking lot) tent sites

Maximum RV length: N/A

Season: Mid-May–Sept

Fees per night: $$$ $25

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District–Quinault, (360) 288–2525; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recreation/recarea/?recid=47749

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, swimming

Finding the campground: From Aberdeen, drive 42 miles north on US 101 to the Quinault turnoff (South Shore Road). Turn right (northeast) and drive 3 miles to the campground on the eastern shore of Lake Quinault.

The campground: Gatton Creek Campground was named for the creek that runs into Lake Quinault at this site. Situated in Olympic National Forest, the camp is small but lovely and peaceful. Signed nature trails pass through the nearby rain forest.





12 Hamma Hamma


Location: About 22 miles north of Hoodsport on the Hamma Hamma River

GPS: N47 35.712' / W123 07.367'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, vault toilets (ADA); no drinking water

Elevation: 570 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 15 single sites for tents or self-contained RVs

Maximum RV length: 21 feet

Season: Late May–mid-Nov

Fees per night: $$ $14

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47841

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and trail available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing, swimming, mountain biking

Finding the campground: From Hoodsport on Hood Canal, drive 13 miles north on US 101. Continue 2 miles past Eldon, turn left (northwest) onto Hamma Hamma River Road (FR 25), and drive 6.5 miles to the campground.

The campground: This 5-acre primitive camp is located in Olympic National Forest, just below the spot where Cabin Creek enters the Hamma Hamma River. The fishing is fine here on the “dry” side of the Olympic Mountains. The Living Legacy Trail leaves from a trailhead in the campground. The first quarter mile is accessible and overlooks the Hamma Hamma River.




13 Hoh Oxbow


Location: About 15 miles south of Forks on the Hoh River

GPS: N47 48.679' / W124 15.049'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, tent pads, vault toilets, boat launch; no drinking water

Elevation: 196 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 8 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: None; Washington State Discover Pass required (available at https://discoverpass.wa.gov)

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, (360) 374-6131; www.dnr.wa.gov/OlympicPeninsula

Reservations: www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/247592 or call (877) 444–6777

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA site available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, kayaking, river rafting

Finding the campground: The campground is about 15 miles south of the town of Forks between mileposts 176 and 177 on US 101. It is on the east side of the highway between the road and the Hoh River.

The campground: Hoh Oxbow, named for the oxbow made by the river here, is popular with anglers. The campground is very primitive and there is no drinking water, but it is an easy trip north to Forks for supplies. This campground has a kayak/canoe launch onto the Hoh River, and is in the Olympic Experimental State Forest, also known as the Bert Cole State Forest.




14 Klahowya


Location: About 20 miles northeast of Forks on the Soleduck River

GPS: N48 03.841' / W124 06.317'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, 5 vault and flush toilets (ADA), boat launch

Elevation: 800 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 35 sites for tents, 21 sites for self-contained RVs (2 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Mid-May–Sept with full services; limited services rest of the year

Fees per night: $$ $17

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District–Forks, (360) 374–6522; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47709

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and sites available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, mountain biking

Finding the campground: From the town of Forks, drive 20 miles northeast on US 101. The campground is right next to the highway. Watch for brown park signs.

The campground: This 32-acre campground in Olympic National Forest is quite popular because of its easy access from US 101 and its thickly forested surroundings. It is nicely situated on the comparative flats of the Soleduck River Valley next to the river. Accessible features include all five restrooms, two campsites, Pioneer Path—a nearby 0.3-mile accessible interpretive trail—and the amphitheater.




15 Lake Sylvia State Park


Location: About 2 miles north of Montesano in Grays Harbor County on Lake Sylvia

GPS: N47 00.000' / W123 35.400'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, fire grills, dump station, flush toilets (ADA), coin-operated showers, store, boat launch, boat rentals, playground

Elevation: 125 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: Yes

Sites: 31 standard sites for tents or self-contained RVs, 4 partial hookup sites, 4 primitive walk-in sites, 2 hiker/biker sites, 1 group site (up to 50 people) (some ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: $$$$ $32 for standard sites

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, (360) 902–8844 (information); (360) 249–3621 (park office); www.parks.wa.gov/534/Lake-Sylvia

Reservations: https://washington.goingtocamp.com or call (888) 226-7688

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6:30 a.m.; generators OK 8 a.m.–9 p.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Allowed in designated campground and picnic areas; no bottles or cans on swimming beaches

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and sites available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, swimming

Finding the campground: From US 12 in Montesano, head north at the sign for Lake Sylvia State Park. Drive 1.5 miles through town to reach the park.

The campground: Lake Sylvia State Park encompasses 233 acres and features 15,000 feet of shoreline, 270 feet of which are a developed swimming beach. Other attractions are a swimming float and 5 miles of hiking trails. The lake was formed when Sylvia Creek was dammed for log impoundment and power production. The power operated a downstream lumber mill for sixty years beginning in 1871.





16 Lena Creek


Location: 21 miles northwest of Hoodsport on the Hamma Hamma River

GPS: N47 35.898' / W123 09.082'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, 1 vault toilet

Elevation: 700 feet

Road conditions: 2-lane gravel Forest Service road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 13 single sites for tents or self-contained RVs

Maximum RV length: 21 feet

Season: Mid-May–Sept

Fees per night: $$ $14

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, (360) 765–2200; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47861

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: No

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: From the town of Hoodsport on Hood Canal, drive 11 miles north on US 101 to Eldon. Continue 2 miles north on US 101 and then turn left (northwest) onto Hamma Hamma River Road (FR 25). Drive 8 miles to the campground.

The campground: This 7-acre campground is very basic, good for roughing it if you are so inclined. Save some energy for the 1.5-mile hike up Lena Creek past the Mason/Jefferson County line to Lena Lake. The lake is about 0.5 mile long; 1 mile beyond the lake, the trail crosses from Olympic National Forest into Olympic National Park. From there, it is another 3 miles to Upper Lena Lake.




17 Minnie Peterson


Location: About 18 miles southeast of Forks on the Hoh River

GPS: N47 48.679' / W124 15.049'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, tent pads, vault toilets (ADA); no drinking water

Elevation: 120 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 9 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 30 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: None; Washington State Discover Pass required (available at https://discoverpass.wa.gov)

Maximum stay: 10 days

Management: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, (360) 374–6131; www.dnr.wa.gov/OlympicPeninsula

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating, river rafting

Finding the campground: From Forks, drive about 13 miles south on US 101. Turn left (east) between mileposts 178 and 179 onto Upper Hoh Road. Drive 4.5 miles to reach the campground, on the left.

The campground: This campground sits at the edge of the Hoh Rain Forest in the Olympic Experimental State Forest (or Bert Cole State Forest), just outside the boundary of Olympic National Park. It is primitive and free, and the sites are nicely placed along the riverbank.




18 Olympic National Park: Deer Park


Location: About 22 miles southeast of Port Angeles in Olympic National Park

GPS: N47 56.838' / W47 56.838'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, vault toilets (ADA); no drinking water

Elevation: 5,400 feet

Road conditions: Last 9 miles are gravel and not suitable for RVs

Hookups: No

Sites: 14 sites for tents only

Maximum RV length: N/A

Season: June–mid-Oct, depending on snow

Fees per night: $$ $15

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565–3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking

Finding the campground: From US 101, 4 miles east of downtown Port Angeles, head south into the park on Deer Park Road. Continue for 18 miles to the campground.

The campground: The steep, narrow access road to Deer Park is not suitable for RVs or trailers. Access to alpine hiking trails is the main appeal of this primitive campground for tents only. Its elevation of more than a mile allows you to get acclimated before tackling the trails. Unseasonable snows can close the winding, dirt access road.




19 Olympic National Park: Fairholme


Location: About 22 miles west of Port Angeles on Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park

GPS: N48 04.074' / W123 54.978'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, boat launch, fire grills, dump station, flush toilets (ADA)

Elevation: 580 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 88 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA)

Maximum RV length: 21 feet

Season: Apr 22–Sept 26

Fees per night: $$$ $24

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565-3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm

Reservations: Summer, www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/259084 or call (877) 444–6777

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: Minimal

Activities: Hiking, fishing, boating

Finding the campground: From Port Angeles, drive 22 miles west on US 101 to the western end of Lake Crescent. Turn right (north) onto North Shore Road. The campground is on the right within 0.5 mile.

The campground: Lake Crescent is a study in just how sublime a remote subalpine lake can be—except that it sits right next to the highway at a low elevation. Plenty of boaters use the lake; there is even a paddle wheeler for tourists. But if the lake were not in Olympic National Park, there would be subdivisions all around it. Fairholme’s amenities make it one of the more comfortable campgrounds in the park.




20 Olympic National Park: Heart o’ the Hills


Location: 6 miles south of Port Angeles in Olympic National Park

GPS: N48 02.040' / W123 25.560'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, flush toilets (ADA)

Elevation: 1,800 feet

Road conditions: Paved to and throughout campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 105 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (some ADA)

Maximum RV length: Mostly 21 feet, a few up to 35 feet

Season: Year-round (walk-in only during heavy snowfall)

Fees per night: $$$ $24

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565–3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and sites available

Cell service: Yes

Activities: Nature program, hiking

Finding the campground: From US 101 in Port Angeles, head south toward Hurricane Ridge on Mount Angeles Road. Continue 6 miles to the campground.

The campground: Heart o’ the Hills covers just 35 acres, but it offers good access to the “rain shadow” side of Olympic National Park. The campground is surrounded by old-growth forest. The paved road continues to Hurricane Ridge, an alpine and cross-country ski area with excellent winter programs. Heavy snow can close Hurricane Ridge Road.




21 Olympic National Park: Hoh


Location: 33 miles southeast of Forks in Olympic National Park

GPS: N47 51.606' / W123 56.262'

Facilities and amenities: Drinking water, picnic tables, fire grills, flush toilets (ADA)

Elevation: 500 feet

Road conditions: Paved to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 72 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (1 ADA), 1 group site

Maximum RV length: 21 feet, a few up to 35 feet

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: $$$ $24

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565–3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm

Reservations: www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/247592 or call (877) 444–6777

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities and 1 site available

Cell service: No (some Verizon)

Activities: Nature program, hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: From the town of Forks, drive 14 miles south on US 101. Turn left (east) onto Hoh River Road and continue for 19 miles to the campground.

The campground: Hoh Campground, in the Hoh Rain Forest, can be one of the wettest places on Earth, but the surreal surroundings make this a very popular site, and no one seems to mind the rain. The visitor center even loans umbrellas. Visitors are surprised by how many shades of green can be found in this one place and by how big the plants grow here. There are two barrier-free loop trails nearby: One is 0.25 mile long, the other 1.25 miles. The Hall of Mosses Trail is a 0.75-mile loop that begins and ends at the visitor center. Do not miss it, even if it is pouring—it’s well worth the experience.




22 Olympic National Park: North Fork


Location: 17 miles north of Lake Quinault in Olympic National Park

GPS: N47.56799' / W123.65220'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, pit toilets (ADA); no drinking water

Elevation: 520 feet

Road conditions: Gravel road to campground

Hookups: No

Sites: 9 sites for tents

Maximum RV length: RVs not recommended

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: $$ $20

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565–3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on 6-foot leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: ADA facilities available

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: Going south from Queets on US 101, turn left (east) at the northwest corner of Lake Quinault onto North Shore Road and continue 17 miles to the campground.

The campground: North Fork Campground, at the end of a gravel road on the Quinault River, ranks A-1 for solitude. Among the most rustic of campgrounds in Olympic National Park, it is also the smallest.




23 Olympic National Park: Queets


Location: 75 miles north of Aberdeen on the Queets River in Olympic National Park

GPS: N47 37.554' / W124 00.864'

Facilities and amenities: Picnic tables, fire grills, pit toilets; no drinking water

Elevation: 350 feet

Road conditions: Dirt road access

Hookups: No

Sites: 20 tent sites

Maximum RV length: RVs not advised

Season: Year-round

Fees per night: $$$ $24

Maximum stay: 14 days

Management: Olympic National Park, (360) 565–3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm and www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/queets-area-brochure.htm

Reservations: No

Pets: Yes, on leash

Quiet hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Alcohol restrictions: Age 21, follow state laws

ADA compliance: No

Cell service: No

Activities: Hiking, fishing

Finding the campground: From Aberdeen, drive 61 miles north on US 101, passing the turnoff to Lake Quinault. Just past the Jefferson County line, look for the campground sign on the right. Turn right here onto Lower Queets River Road, which is dirt, and drive 14 miles along the Queets River to the campground at the end of the road.

The campground: The 2-acre Queets Campground is located as far into the Queets Rain Forest as you can drive. It is popular, nevertheless, for the rustic experience it offers. Due to flood damage, the campground may be accessible only from Upper Queets Valley Road. A river ford is required for hikers to access the Queets Campground from the trailhead, which can be difficult or impassable during periods of heavy rain or snowmelt. Be sure to check with the ranger’s office (360–565–3130) for current access directions.
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