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Chapter 1

THE SPEECH

“Can I read it to you?” asked Lucy.

“Again?” Phoebe whined.

“Lucy, we’ve heard this speech about twenty million times.” Jane was exaggerating, but they had heard Lucy recite her graduation speech a lot.

“I know, but I’m really nervous. Also I changed some of it and want to see what you think,” Lucy explained. She had spent the last week reworking and revising the speech. Lucy was nervous about standing on stage and reading what she’d written in front of the large crowd. She wasn’t a fan of speaking in public. The only time she had to be on stage was when she helped her friend Adam at the school talent show, acting as his assistant. Lucy remembered it that it hadn’t been as bad as she had thought it would be, but she still preferred to work behind the scenes.

“Lucy, we know you’re going to do a great job with the speech. That’s why Victoria chose you to be the class speaker. You’re going to be amazing,” Phoebe declared.

“That’s nice of you to say, but that still doesn’t change the fact that I’m really nervous.” Lucy held the paper she had written her speech on tightly.

Jane sighed. “Okay, we’ll listen to it.”

“Don’t sound so excited,” Lucy replied sarcastically.

Phoebe looked at Lucy. “Honestly, just read it already.”

Lucy began to recite the speech. “I remember my first day at Minecrafters Academy and how nervous I was—”

Kaboom!

Lucy looked up from the speech and rushed to the window. “What was that?”

“Maybe it was a creeper?” suggested Phoebe.

“It didn’t sound like a creeper. It sounded like a TNT explosion.” Jane stood next to Lucy, looking out the window and inspecting the campus for smoke.

“I don’t see anything.” Lucy clutched the speech.

Jane nodded. “I think we should go outside and look around.”

Lucy placed the speech in her inventory. She took out her armor and a sword. “We have to be safe.”

Her friends agreed, and they put their armor on and grabbed swords from their inventories. They ran down the stairs and into the center of the campus. As they ran out of the building, they spotted Maya and Debbie.

“Maya!” Jane called out.

Maya hurried toward them. “Did you hear that explosion?”

“Yes,” Lucy replied. “We were trying to find out where it came from.”

“Us, too,” Debbie said. She held her diamond sword.

“Let’s search together,” said Phoebe.

Kaboom!

“Another explosion!” cried Jane.

The gang looked around, but there were no signs of smoke. They were dumbfounded.

“Do you think this is some sort of trick?” asked Maya.

“I don’t know. Maybe it’s part of a class?” suggested Lucy.

“Or a fireworks display they are practicing for graduation day?” added Debbie.

Lucy looked up at the sky. “It’s doubtful that it’s a fireworks display. I don’t see anything.”

The gang walked around the campus. When they reached the Main Hall, Adam called out to them from where he stood next to the entrance, “Over here!” The group ran over to Adam. When they reached him, he told them, “The Overworld is in the middle of an attack. There have been TNT explosions all around the villages and various biomes.”

“How do you know?” asked Lucy.

“Our friend from back home, Steve, is here. He says he needs help. Someone has been blowing up houses and shops in our home village. He asked me to leave the academy in order to help them.”

“Steve?” Lucy was shocked to hear this news. “Where is he now?”

“He’s meeting with Victoria the headmaster. He wants to assemble a team from Minecrafters Academy to help in the battle,” explained Adam.

“Who is behind this attack?” asked Debbie.

Adam sighed. “Steve doesn’t know, either.”

Lucy was upset. It had been a while since the academy and the Overworld had last been under attack. She had been happy during this peaceful period, and now it was about to end. She didn’t want to be part of another battle, but she didn’t have a choice. If the Overworld was under attack, she would fight to save it.

Phoebe asked, “But what about the explosions we heard on campus?”

“Someone blew up the Great Hall,” Adam said and started to walk in the direction of the building.

“The Great Hall!” Lucy gasped.

“But that’s a new building!” added Phoebe.

The Great Hall had been designed and constructed by the students of Minecrafters Academy. It had taken them an entire school year to finish the project, and it was where the school had been planning to hold the graduation ceremony.

The group walked across the campus toward the Great Hall. Since it was a new building, it wasn’t in the center of the campus like the older buildings. As the friends approached the Great Hall, Lucy could see the side of the building was marred by a large, gaping hole.

“Oh, no!” Lucy cried. “I hope we can fix this before the graduation ceremony. It’s only a few days away.”

The Great Hall also had a section with rooms for visitors. The group noticed that portion of the building, in particular, was completely destroyed. Phoebe stood in front of the rubble and asked, “Where are our friends going to stay when they come for graduation?”

Adam shook his head. “This is awful. But I don’t think we should worry about graduation when the entire Overworld is under attack.”

Lucy knew Adam was right, but she was still upset. They had all worked hard to pass their classes at the academy, and it was disappointing to know they wouldn’t have a place to graduate. Lucy was also devastated that building they had spent an entire year designing and constructing had been destroyed by TNT in just a few minutes.

Phoebe walked around the building. “This isn’t an easy fix. Whoever did this caused a lot of damage.”

Lucy agreed and said, “I’m afraid to see what damage they have caused to the Overworld. I bet Adam and I won’t even recognize our village.”

Adam said, “We have to help save the Overworld.”

As Adam spoke, the group looked across the campus. Steve and Victoria were running toward them.

“We have important news,” Victoria called out to the group.

Before they could hear the news, thunder boomed throughout the campus and it began to rain.

A skeleton spawned and shot an arrow at Lucy. “Ouch!” she cried out. Lucy didn’t have a moment to fight back. Within seconds a horde of skeletons spawned and shot a barrage of arrows at her, destroying her.


Chapter 2

NEWS FROM THE OVERWORLD

It was still raining when Lucy respawned in her dorm room. She grabbed a bow and arrow from her inventory and raced to the window to aim at the skeletons.

“Bull’s-eye!” she exclaimed as she struck a skeleton with a few arrows, obliterating it.

“Lucy!” Steve rushed into the dorm room.

“Steve, what’s going on? Is the academy under another skeleton attack?” Lucy questioned breathlessly as she focused on destroying skeletons with her bow and arrow.

“This is serious. We have to get out of this building, fast,” Steve warned her.

“But I can destroy skeletons from my window, and I’ll be shielded by the building.” Lucy shot another arrow at a skeleton.

Kaboom!

The building shook. Lucy held onto the wall. “Steve, are you okay?”

“Yes.” Steve dusted some rubble off of his armor. “But they found tons of TNT all around this building. If we don’t get out now, we will be destroyed with this building.”

Lucy’s voice shook. “And I’ll have no place to respawn!”

Steve and Lucy dashed out of the dorm. As they exited the building, there was another explosion. They leapt away from the rubble that fell from the dorms.

“The dorms!” Lucy cried as they ran toward their friends.
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