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Dedication

For my daughter, Lisa McQuerrey, herself a magazine writer and book author, whose son Jack, age 11, already has taken two deer.


Preface

It was in 1972 that I saw the publication of my first feature magazine article. It was a piece about whitetails, bought by Field & Stream, and for many weeks after, I found it curious that my favorite hunting hat no longer fit. In the years since, I’ve been fortunate to see the publication of more than 1,900 additional magazine articles, virtually all of them illustrated with my own photography. Moreover, this is my eighteenth book on assorted outdoor subjects.

Obviously, since the Field & Stream article appeared, I’ve come to know countless editors in the outdoor publishing world.

This particular aspect of my career has been somewhat paradoxical. It was Socrates who observed that one does not accomplish much without having his words and ideas regularly honed by flinty critics, and this is especially true in the world of publishing. In fact, most of the editors I’ve had the privilege of working with over the years have repeatedly demonstrated their skill with very sharp pencils. However, in the final analysis, I’ll also confess that virtually all of these talented editorial technicians—but especially Jay Cassell, who edited the book you’re now holding—have made me look a lot better in print than I do when trying to figure out the nuances of computers and other office electronics.

The point of all of this personal background is to set the stage for this book and make it clear from the outset that one cannot possibly see the publication of almost 2,000 magazine articles and numerous books without having lived the words one has put down on paper. One must have experienced the topics one writes about and have traveled extensively. And perhaps most importantly, one must have worked alongside many experts in the tremendously diverse field of deer hunting. To me, this is typically more rewarding than actually stringing together an assemblage of words because my travels have taken me in pursuit of whitetails in nearly every state where the species lives. I’ve also hunted most of those Canadian provinces that whitetails call home. I’ve even reveled in the experience—in laboratories under the supervision of biologists—of bottle-feeding abandoned newborn fawns, artificially inseminating does, and doing blood cultures.

But when it actually comes to the pursuit of whitetails, I’ve rarely hunted alone. I’ve always been in the company of someone from whom I’ve been able to soak up information like a sponge. The list of these individuals is lengthy and includes many of the country’s foremost deer biologists associated with research institutions, universities, and state and provincial wildlife departments. On the list are also the innovated designers of hunting equipment, including all of the major deer call manufacturers, archery equipment makers, ballistic technicians, and design engineers associated with centerfire rifle, slug, shotgun, and blackpowder arms companies. I’ve also shared deer camps with owners of major camo manufacturers, most of whom first began work on their revolutionary clothing designs at kitchen tables, using Magic Markers to experiment with patterns on bed sheets. I’ve met researchers from deer scent and decoy companies; these truly display inventive minds. Finally, and often the most memorable, there are the unvarnished woodsman types—among them, guides and outfitters—who have a special knack for living in the outdoors. Most of them can slip and slide as unobtrusively as a wisp of wood smoke; they don’t at all mind bathing out of a bucket for weeks at a time; and they often have the uncanny ability to know where a big buck will show up and when—often before the buck itself knows. You’ll meet many of these individuals in the coming chapters and will become privy to their insights and skills. So no matter where you live, how you like to hunt, or with what specific type of equipment, I am confident that the knowledge and insight of my frequent field companions will be highly beneficial to your success.

John Weiss

Chesterhill, Ohio

September 4, 2013


Introduction

I have been hunting whitetails for thirty-six years. My articles about deer hunting have appeared in Deer and Deer Hunting, Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Field & Stream, Petersen’s Hunting, and a host of other magazines. For the past thirty years, I have been hired by many outdoor show promoters to appear as their featured whitetail-hunting lecturer. My long-time column in Whitetail Hunting Strategies, “The Deer Doctor,” has generated thousands of letters from readers over the years. My book Whitetail Strategies is considered “the last word” about common sense deer hunting tactics. In other words, I know quite a bit about whitetail deer and how to hunt them. The reason I have sung my own accolades above was not to brag about myself, but rather to advise you, the reader, of my expertise in this area. It’s because of my extensive knowledge of whitetails that I wanted to write this foreword for John Weiss’s newest book and to acknowledge him as a premier whitetail deer hunter and communicator.

John Weiss is the author of fifteen books, including classics such as The Deer Hunter’s Bible, The Whitetail Hunter’s Guide, and The Venison Cookbook. He has written countless deer hunting articles that have appeared in hundreds of magazines. He is a profound outdoor communicator. Still, John is not only a seasoned outdoor writer and hunter; he is a qualified whitetail expert who has a unique understanding of his quarry. Few other experts can bring the type of sharp focus to an article or book that John can. John writes articles and books that readers find interesting and useful; the type of tactics that you can apply on your very next deer hunt—successfully. He shares this vast and extensive knowledge in an easy-to-read and understand manner within the pages of this book. With a down-to-earth approach, He provides readers with practical hunting information, which will help every hunter see and take more bucks the next time afield.

John takes his whitetail hunting seriously with gun or bow. He hunts deer with a passion. When he’s afield, John knows the importance of being flexible and prepared, and he readily takes advantage of every changing situation. He’s a deer hunter’s deer hunter. John Weiss is dedicated to sharing his in-depth hunting knowledge and skills with others in order to help them become more successful deer hunters, too.

As you read this book, you’ll soon discover you’re going to benefit greatly from John Weiss’s expertise and down-to-earth approach to deer hunting. Don’t be surprised if this book becomes a very important deer-hunting source in your outdoor library. You’ll want to soak in its information over and over again—I did.

—PETER FIDUCCIA, The Deer Doctor


Introduction to the 2017 Edition

Strange as it may sound, there is nothing entirely new in the world of Artiodactyls, which deer biologists otherwise know more colloquially as whitetail deer.

According to research scientists at the noteworthy Wildlife Management Institute in Washington, DC, whitetails evolved during the Eocene Epoch roughly thirty-six to fifty-eight million years ago. As a cloven-hoof species, whitetail deer are actually distant relatives of dinosaurs, pigs, and hippopotamuses.

All one has to do is thumb through any of today’s popular deer hunting magazines or mail-order catalogues to find himself or herself confronted with a plethora of gear and gadgets, and read the myriad, insightful ways today’s hunters are now using that equipment in conjunction with a working knowledge of whitetail behavior to improve their success and enjoyment afield, as each trek takes you in search of whitetails.

We’ve come a long way since the days when our early cavemen ancestors threw spears with atlatls and Plains Indians used rudimentary stick bows and arrows tipped with flint-knapped broadheads.

Allow the 800 tips and tactics in this book to serve as your 2017 refresher course before heading afield this year and each coming year. Hunt safe and good luck.

—JOHN WEISS


CHAPTER

1

40 Opening-Day Hunting Tips

Sixty percent of the nation’s annual deer harvest takes place on the first two days of the season. Are you ready?
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Call in sick, tell your wife you’re planning a special vacation for her, but never miss opening day.

  1.   If there’s one day of the year to be on stand earlier than usual, opening day of the firearms season is it. Try to arrive at your chosen hunting location at least a full hour before daylight, well before other hunters begin stirring in the woods.

  2.   Try to know in advance where other hunters will be parking their vehicles and entering the woodlands. If you know where they are going to be, you can select a stand location or plan a stillhunting maneuver that may cause them to unwittingly push deer in your direction. I call this “the double whammy”: Not only may your own scouting for sign and trails pay off, but you’ll have drivers working for you as well.
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Know in advance where other hunters will be setting up their hunting camps, so you’ll know the directions they’ll likely be taking on opening morning.

  3.   Whenever you’re hiking to or from a stand in darkness, always use a flashlight. Even though a full moon may provide enough illumination for you to see by, a light identifies you as a hunter. Otherwise, another hunter seeing your shadow slipping through the woods may mistake you for a deer. Even the irresponsible hunter who might be tempted to fire a round in your direction knows that deer don’t carry flashlights. As long as you don’t pan the flashlight’s beam through the woodlands, but keep it on the ground, it won’t spook deer.

  4.   Whether you’re bowhunting or firearm hunting, get into the habit of packing a lunch and staying on stand nonstop from sunrise to dark, at least for the first two days of the season. Deer will be reacting to the suddenly increased human presence in their habitat by endlessly circling those hunters, which may eventually bring them into your stand area.

  5.   In regions not subjected to intense hunting pressure, try to scout for signs as close to opening day as possible. If you scout too early, the sign you find may no longer be relevant when the season opens.

  6.   An excellent opening-day strategy is to perch in a tree stand overlooking a prime feeding area. But beginning on the second day, move your stand back deeper into woodland areas because deer will no longer be spending time in open fields and crops, except after dark.

  7.   A savvy hunter has several stands in place for opening day, but doesn’t decide which one to occupy until he checks the wind direction before leaving camp in the morning.
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On the first morning of the firearms season, hunting a feeding area is likely to pay off. But as the hours and days wear on, move your stand farther into deep cover. Deer will no longer enter open areas until after dark.
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Savvy hunters always have several stands in place. They don’t decide which one to hunt from until they awaken in the morning and check the wind direction. These successful hunters did just that.

[image: images]

Antler rattling and grunting are effective early in the season when the rut is on. Firearm sessions generally are scheduled later after the rut is concluded.

  8.   If you awaken on opening morning to strong wind or hard rain, dress for the weather and go to your stand anyway. Other hunters have waited for this day all year, and even the most unfavorable weather will not keep them out of the woodlands, so deer will remain on the move. It’s later in the season, when hunters are tired, that bad weather keeps them home.

  9.   If you’re hunting farmland where deer commonly hear and see tractors, ATVs, and pickups, have someone drive you directly to your stand. This activity is less likely to alarm deer in the area than is the sight of a human being hiking down a woods road, crossing an open field, then sneaking through the forest.

10.   If you’re sitting on stand and another hunter bumbles noisily through your area, don’t become discouraged and abandon your stand. He’ll undoubtedly keep on moving, and any deer that are around will circle and give him a wide berth, never realizing that another hunter—you—is there, waiting motionlessly.

11.   If you wear fluorescent orange during firearms season, you can become less conspicuous to deer—yet still highly visible to other hunters—by wearing several smaller orange garments. In other words, wear an orange vest and orange hat rather than dressing yourself head to toe in a solid-orange jumpsuit.

12.   Whether you’re hunting with a bow or firearm, opening day is not the time to take the first legal animal that comes along. There’s plenty of time left in the season, so enjoy the hunt, be relatively picky, and take the opportunity to look over several animals. It’s during the waning days of the season that most hunters begin lowering their standards.
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Don’t become discouraged if you hear shots ring out repeatedly in the distance. Have confidence in your stand. Your buck may be about to appear.

13.   Scrape hunting on opening day of the bowhunting season can be highly productive. This is not the case on opening day of gun season because most states schedule their firearm seasons to begin after the rut is concluded.

14.   Waiting on stand all day can be tiring, so periodically stretch in slow motion, and alternate between periods of sitting and standing. Also, engage in some “think periods” to help time pass more quickly. For example, you might ponder your upcoming Christmas shopping list, classroom material that needs to be prepared, or subjects to be covered in your next business meeting. A tiny notepad and pencil stub can be used to inconspicuously jot down these reminders.

15.   Opening day of the firearms season sometimes sounds as if there’s a war going on. If you’re not seeing deer, don’t become discouraged and abandon your stand to go investigate an unfamiliar area where you’re hearing lots of shots. Have confidence in the stand location you’ve selected; a big buck may be about to step into view any minute.

16.   Especially when you’re in public hunting areas such as national forests, be wary of open fields and meadows at the ends of access trails and logging roads. When you scout such areas before opening day, you may find that they’re hotbeds of deer activity, with plenty of rub-lined trails entering the feeding area. But on opening morning, that easily accessible place may suddenly be transformed into a parking lot for other hunters’ vehicles.

17.   If you don’t have the energy to wait in your bow stand overlooking a scrape from sunlight to dark, it’s okay to take a midmorning break to eat and catnap. Just make sure you get back to your stand shortly after noon. Recent research has revealed that the peak time for bucks to revisit their scrapes is 2:00.

18.   Whether you’re a bowhunter or a firearm hunter, don’t worry if you’re unable to do any preseason scouting. There’s still one hot spot you can go to on opening morning: the stand you occupied last year! Succeeding generations of deer commonly use the same trails from one year to the next. And even if you killed a buck over a scrape last year, chances are that another buck has since taken over the area and made a scrape there itself. Hang your stand in the same tree as last year in the predawn darkness, and there’s an excellent chance you’ll score again.

19.   Deer quickly abandon their normal routines on opening day of the firearms season, especially if there’s intense hunting pressure. Because of this, you’re unlikely to have much success grunting in a buck, using rattling antlers, or hunting open feeding areas. Instead, take a stand on elevated terrain that overlooks a heavy-cover funnel or travel corridor the animals will be using to elude hunters who have infiltrated their domain.

20.   If no one in your group is seeing bucks by the second afternoon of the season, they’ve undoubtedly gone nocturnal. Don’t continue to be a diehard stand hunter. Now’s the time to shift gears and begin staging cooperative stillhunts through bedding areas, or to gather your partners and stage drives.

21.   When opening day of bowhunting season arrives, bucks are likely to be hanging tight with does that are just about to enter estrus. In this type of situation, your chances of calling a buck to your location are between slim and none. Try using a fawn bleater to call in does instead; any bucks tending them will follow.

22.   If you scout for a stand location within only one or two days of opening morning, don’t unnecessarily prune too many branches on your chosen tree. And don’t cut too many shooting lanes. Deer will recognize these overnight changes in their living room and avoid the area.

23.   Remain flexible in your hunting style. If you’re stillhunting and see other hunters beginning to stage a drive on a far hillside, quickly evaluate your immediate area for a narrow drainage, saddle, or other terrain configuration worth watching for the next half hour. Deer that evade the drivers will use various terrain contours to execute their escape, and you may very shortly have a nice buck dumped right into your lap, courtesy of the other hunters.

24.   On opening day of the firearms season, one hot spot where you can depend upon large numbers of other hunters pushing deer toward you is a public campground bordering a large wooded area. You know where the hunters will predictably enter the woodland. So in predawn darkness, drive around to the opposite side, hike in several hundred yards, and wait until first light. Then, quickly pick a place that gives you a commanding view in two or three directions, and begin waiting. Before the sun clears the horizon, many deer will have passed your location.

25.   In the Deep South, the opening days of the bow and firearm seasons are likely to be extremely hot. The region you’re hunting may even be experiencing a drought. When this is the case, a prime location to watch at the crack of dawn is the lushest meadow you can find. Deer commonly satisfy their need for water by spending the entire night in such meadows, licking the dew from the vegetation, and then leaving for bedding areas before the morning sun clears the horizon.

26.   When you’re scouting an enormous tract of land for an opening-day stand location, search for whatever is least plentiful because deer will be attracted to it. For example, if thick cover stretches for miles and miles, but there are only one or two prime food sources, hang a stand overlooking one of those food sources. Conversely, if you see one acorn-carpeted ridge after another but thick security cover is in scant supply, forget about the food; deer can feed almost anywhere. Instead, place a stand overlooking the cover.

27.   If you plan to hunt a farm where hunting pressure is light or nonexistent, and you know the locations of several prime food sources such as soybean or cornfields, ask the landowner to tell you his intended harvest dates. You don’t want to scout a cornfield a week before opening day, hang a stand, and then return on opening morning to find the corn gone!

28.   If you take a bow or rifle shot at a buck on opening day and miss, should you consider your stand ruined and relocate elsewhere? Not necessarily. It all depends upon your previous scouting and determination of how many bucks are in the vicinity. If all indications are that numerous bucks are around, stay put. If you’re overlooking a well-used trail, there’s a good chance another buck will eventually come by.
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Use an aerial photo to find the demilitarized zones—places at least one-quarter mile from the nearest road. Most hunters won’t penetrate any farther than this, so the deer won’t be subjected to as much hunting pressure.

29.   Prior to opening day, scout areas that are free from intrusion and shooting activity by other hunters. Most hunters don’t venture farther than one-quarter mile from the nearest road. Take your topographic map or aerial photo, and use a colored pen to shade in all the terrain within 1,500 feet of either side of all county and township roads. Then concentrate your scouting on the interior, unshaded terrain. The deer there won’t be subjected to undue hunting pressure on opening day. You’ll also see recently arriving bucks that don’t normally live there but have been pushed out of the 3,000-foot-wide zones bordering the roads.

30.   If there’s snow on the ground on opening day, the best time to begin following tracks is early morning. By late afternoon, the deer that made the tracks might be miles away; there won’t be enough remaining daylight to catch up to it.

31.   In most states, fall turkey seasons coincide with the deer bowhunting opener. When you scout for a stand, keep an eye out for turkeys or signs of their presence. Turkeys and deer both eat many of the same foods, and because turkeys have excellent senses of vision and hearing, deer feel comfortable being around them.

32.   Because the opening of most states’ firearms season occurs in late fall or early winter, weather conditions can vary from one extreme to another. Make sure you have stands in several distinctly different locations, so you’re prepared for whatever nature throws your way. I like to have one or two stands overlooking prime nice-weather feeding areas, one or two stands overlooking feeding areas that deer prefer during inclement weather, and one or two stormy-weather bedding-area stands.
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Ignore tracks discovered late in the day. You have little chance of catching up with the animals that left them before darkness sets in.

33.   The opening day of bowhunting season is often accompanied by warm, muggy weather and swarms of insects. Be sure to use an insect repellent, so you’re not continually swatting at mosquitoes, blackflies, or no-see-ums. Equally important, make sure it’s a scent-free bug dope, so deer don’t spook at the odor.

34.   Especially in the North, the opening day of the firearms season may see a combination of inclement weather and bitter-cold temperatures. This means that freezing rain, snow, and ice may accumulate on trees, which makes it extremely dangerous to climb into tree stands. Prepare for this possibility by having one or two ground-level blinds, which you can use until warmer weather arrives.
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The longer you can remain afield, the better your chances of scoring. This means your clothing choices are just as important as any other factors.

35.   The longer you can remain afield on opening day of the firearms season, the better your chances of success. The best advice on this that I’ve ever heard is: “Dress like you’re going to spend the day sitting in a duck blind in December in northern Minnesota.”

36.   Many states have late-season blackpowder hunts; if you hunt with a muzzleloader, there are two important things to keep in mind about opening day. First, the deer will have already been subjected to several months of bow- and gun-hunting pressure, so mature bucks will have long since gone nocturnal. Concentrate your hunting efforts in and around the heaviest cover you can find. Second, the circadian rhythm of deer (the hours in which they engage in most of their activities) changes in winter, causing them to be most active from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.
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On opening day of a late-season blackpowder hunt, the best strategy is to hunt heavy cover from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.

37.   If you wake up on opening morning to discover an unexpected blanket of deep snow on the ground, reconsider which stand to hunt from. Sudden snowfall initially makes deer nervous because their territory has undergone a dramatic change; they usually remain in thick cover for a day or two before acclimating to the change and feeling safe again. Don’t follow through with your original plans to hunt a travel corridor or feeding area, but go to your bedding-area stand instead.

38.   Many hunters traditionally gather in roadside diners for breakfast well before first light on opening morning of the bowhunting and firearms seasons. Because the air in such eateries is filled with odors and grease, decline an invitation to join your pals, and you may ultimately be the only one in your group to fill your tag that day. Instead, bring a thermos of coffee and a couple of muffins from home, and eat in your truck. If you have opt to go to a diner anyway, don’t wear your hunting clothes. You can change afterward. That way you’ll remain relatively scent-free.

39.   You won’t know exactly what color and pattern of camo to wear on opening day of bowhunting season until it actually arrives. Because changes in the color and density of cover can occur almost overnight, make sure you have several different outfits to make a last-minute garment change, if necessary.

40.   A week before opening day, hang your portable tree stand in your backyard, wash it with an unscented detergent, rinse it with a garden hose, and then allow it to air-dry. This will rid it of any odors that may have accumulated during the offseason while you stored it in your garage or basement. If this isn’t convenient, hang the stand in the woods (with a cable lock), and allow rain and fresh breezes to clean the stand of human-related odors.
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If you ordinarily hunt alone, take a young, first-time hunter with you. It’s how memories are made.


CHAPTER

2

48 Little-Known Facts About Deer

These unusual scientific facts about America’s favorite big-game animal not only are intriguing, but they may help you fill a tag, too.
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A fawn’s only defense against predators is that it’s born completely odorless. The newborn is actually safer when it’s periodically left unattended by its mother than when it’s in her company.

  1.   A mature whitetail buck makes an average of 225 antler rubs on saplings every fall.

  2.   Fawns are born completely odorless, which for the first month of life, is their major defense against predation.

  3.   Deer are ruminants, possessing four-chambered stomachs. This enables them to feed without much chewing, so that they can quickly return to the safety of heavy-cover bedding areas. There, the animals can regurgitate the food for further mas tication.

  4.   Using radio-telemetry equipment, biologists have determined that east of the Mississippi, a whitetail buck’s home range is 2.5 square miles and oval-shaped. West of the Mississippi, in those regions where there are wide expanses of open ground separating the cover configurations, home ranges may be as large as seven square miles.

  5.   In a nationwide study of whitetail stomach contents, it was determined that the animals regularly feed upon 614 different varieties of plants.
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  6.   Not only is venison delicious, but nutritionists have found that it’s higher in protein and lower in fat and cholesterol than any other domestic meats.
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Deer are ruminants, with stomachs containing four compartments. They’re able to eat quickly and then retreat back into security cover.
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This radio-tracking plat map depicts the home ranges of five different bucks. The blackened areas are their core bedding regions. In the East, most such home ranges are oval-shaped and 2.5 square miles in size.
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In the summer, bucks restrict their activity levels because their rapidly growing, velvet-covered antlers are fragile and tender.

  7.   The hollow hairs comprising a deer’s winter coat are equal in their insulating qualities to the most sophisticated high-tech fibers mankind has ever developed.

  8.   Bucks restrict their movements in spring and early summer because their rapidly growing antlers are rubbery, tender, and very susceptible to damage.

  9.   Just because you find occasional piles of deer pellets when you’re scouting doesn’t mean there are plenty of deer in your area. Scientists tell us that a whitetail defecates an average of thirteen times every 24 hours.

10.   The “Minnesota Giant” taken by James Rath in 1977 is one of the country’s rarest trophy whitetails because it made the Boone & Crockett record book in both the typical and nontypical categories, scoring 1996/8 and 2312/8, respectively.

11.   There are more than thirty known subspecies of whitetails in North and Central America, all of which are believed to have evolved from the “type” species. This primary strain is the Virginia whitetail (Odocoileus virginianus).

12.   No one knows why, but studies have shown that deer respond most frequently to grunt calls and antler rattling when doing so means that they must travel uphill or at least remain on level ground. They seldom respond if it’ll require downhill travel.
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Unlike humans, deer have a supranuclei ganglion in their brains, allowing them to bed, fall into a restful sleep, then snap to instant alertness in only a third of a second.

13.   Ninety percent of all antler rubs are made on aromatic or resinous tree species, such as cedar, pine, spruce, shining sumac, cherry, dogwood, or sassafras. The reason is that the oily cambia of these species will retain the buck’s forehead-gland scent for longer periods of time, even during inclement weather.

14.   Research by Georgia deer biologist Larry Marchington has revealed that during a given year, a buck will make from 69 to 538 antler rubs on trees, with a mature buck averaging 300.

15.   Deer possess a supranuclei ganglion—also known as an internal sleep clock—in their brains. The mechanism allows them to fall into restful sleep just as humans can. But unlike humans, deer can spring into total alertness in only a third of a second.

16.   The size of a scrape is a reliable indicator of the size and age of the buck that created it. Mature bucks paw scrapes that are minimally eighteen inches in diameter, and sometimes up to four feet.

17.   Deer are excellent swimmers and will not hesitate to cross rivers or lakes any more than you’d hesitate to cross a street.

18.   The greatest deer-research breakthrough in the past 25 years may be the finding that deer are not limited to black-and-white vision but can see a wide range of colors, including ultraviolet light, which is invisible to humans.
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Many believe the biggest deer-research breakthrough of the last two decades is the finding that, in addition to seeing in black and white, deer can see a wide range of colors.

19.   By the conclusion of the rut, an average mature buck will have lost as much as 25 percent of his body weight.

20.   Radio-tracking studies have shown that the largest bucks make the largest antler rubs on trees, and they begin engaging in their rubbing behavior a full month before younger bucks do. Tip: Find the big, early rubs, and you’ll have found your trophy.

21.   The widest record-book buck rack ever taken is known as “Big Red.” Taken in Kentucky in 1982 by Dennis Nolen, the rack scores only 1724/8 but has an incredible 37½-inch outside spread.

22.   Hunters who are skeptical about the effectiveness of deer calls should consider that biologists using sophisticated audio-recording equipment have identified fifteen distinct vocalizations that whitetails make to communicate with each other.

23.   For generations, hunters believed cold air temperatures triggered the rut. We now know it’s shorter day length and reduced amounts of sunlight entering the eye that cause changes in a deer’s endocrine system, spurring the onset of breeding.

24.   Many hunters have long wondered why they’ve never found shed antler velvet in the woodlands. The reason is that bucks eat most of it; what remains on the ground quickly disintegrates. Biologists studying penned deer commonly observe this behavior but have no explanation for it.

25.   The largest body weight ever achieved by a whitetail is 511 pounds (a Minnesota deer taken in 1976). This is followed by deer of 491 pounds and 481 pounds from Wisconsin in 1980.

26.   Laboratory studies of deer suggest their sense of smell is at least 10 times more acute than that of humans, and that they are able to separate and analyze seven different odors simultaneously.

27.   Can you examine a pile of deer pellets and learn anything from them? Yes! The largest individual pellets are most likely from a buck because mature bucks are larger in anatomical body size than mature does. Moreover, New Jersey biologist C. J. Winand’s research has revealed that a mature buck will leave a pile of seventy-five pellets or more.

[image: images]

The largest deer pellets are left by the largest deer. Each pile that a mature buck drops will number seventy-five pellets or more.

28.   When looking at distant objects, the human eye uses binocular vision whereas the whitetail eye uses wide-angle vision. This is why we are less adept at spotting movement around the periphery of our visual scope than deer are.

29.   When running, does are far more likely than bucks to “flag” with their tails. This behavior enables the doe’s offspring to follow their mothers in dim light or when the mother is fleeing through cover.

30.   Eons ago, when North America was largely swampy, deer walked flatfooted with five toes. As the habitat dried, the deer evolved. One toe disappeared entirely, two toes migrated to the rear and became dew claws, and the remaining two toes hardened and became pointed into hooves.

31.   When making rubs, mature bucks deposit priming pheromones from their forehead glands. These pheromones induce late-estrus does into coming into heat and also chemically intimidate younger bucks into submission, so that they are less inclined to attempt to breed.

[image: images]

The bucks in this bachelor group are on full alert, having detected a foreign odor within 300 yards.

32.   In bitter-cold weather, deer feed heavily upon staghorn sumac. They instinctively know that this plant is higher in fat than any other native food and thus helps generate body heat.

33.   Deer have a so-called odor comfort zone of 300 yards. Beyond this distance, foreign odors are not likely to alert or alarm them because the scent molecules comprising that odor have become diluted and are no longer capable of triggering the chemoreceptors of the animals’ olfactory system.

34.   A whitetail’s tarsal glands carry its unique “signature,” just as fingerprints do among humans. A doe released into a pen with fifty fawns can thus instantly find the one that’s hers.
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