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CHAPTER 1 Did Someone Say “Craft Fair”?
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“Bye, Dad!”

Maddie Wilson bounced out of the car in front of Mason Creek Elementary School. Before she had gone two steps, she spotted her three best friends—Bella Diaz, Sam Sharma, and Emily Adams—standing together out front.
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At the sight of them, Maddie practically started cheering. Most weekends, they all got together to work on projects at their craft clubhouse, which they’d created in the shed behind Bella’s house. But this weekend, family plans and homework had kept them apart for two whole days!
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“Hi, guys!” called Maddie, sprinting over to join her friends. As she approached, she noticed that Sam was wearing his favorite paint-spattered pants, Emily had on her faded overalls, which had holes in the knees, and Bella sported a robotics team T-shirt. Maddie glanced down at her own outfit—a top she’d tie-dyed and a skirt she’d made out of some fabulous tulle her mom had left over from a job. Maddie’s mom was a seamstress, which was where Maddie got her interest in fashion and sewing from. Maddie looked back up at her friends and smiled. Who would have guessed that four kids who dressed so differently could become such close friends?
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“Hi, guys!” called Maddie, joining the group. “How was everyone’s weekend?”

“Great!” Sam told her. “My parents finally let me paint my room.”
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“Wow,” said Emily. “Which color did you choose?”

“All of them!” Sam smiled. “I couldn’t decide, so I did a mural of a rainbow.”

Just then the school bell rang. The kids walked inside together.

“I can’t believe the school year is winding down already,” Bella said wistfully.

“I know,” agreed Maddie. “Like they say, time flies when you’re having fun.”
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Bella smiled. “Totally! I’m so glad I moved here and met you guys.”

“Me too,” said Sam. “I mean, I’m glad you moved here, Bella. And I’m also glad I got to know all three of you.”

Emily nodded, remembering. “That’s right! When school started, Maddie and I didn’t know you very well. We just thought of you as that kid who loved to draw.”

“I still do,” said Sam, pulling out his sketchbook. The friends gathered around to see Sam’s latest drawings.

Before long, Ms. Gibbons called the class to order. Maddie tried to focus, but her thoughts kept drifting back to those early days. She remembered when Bella first stood before the class, looking shy but smart and determined. She remembered when Emily first got a peek at the amazing creations inside Sam’s sketchbook. And she thought about the day they all went over to Bella’s house and explored the shed that would become their beloved craft clubhouse.
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Just then Maddie’s ears perked up at the sound of two words.

Craft fair?

She looked around. Had she imagined that because she was thinking about the clubhouse?

Or had Ms. Gibbons actually said something about a craft fair?
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