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OUR “REGULAR” READERS RAVE!

“Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader has added a new dimension to my bathroom visits. Thank you.”

—Mitchell A.

“I have never in my 71 years had a book that I carry with me at all times. Since I’ve had a copy of the Bathroom Reader, I don’t even watch a lot of TV!”

—Robert T.

“I would just like to thank you for making me laugh. Since discovering your great series, I find myself visiting my bathroom more often. There is need of a new invention: Armrests in the toilet!”

—Caroline Q.

“I think these books are the best in the world. I take them to school and show all my friends. Thank you for making my visits to the bathroom fun.”

—Bobby R.

“You guys are the funniest I’ve ever read!”

—Suzanne P.

“Just thought I’d let you know what a great job you’re doing. My whole family enjoys your books and our tradition has been to buy one, then two books at Christmastime for reading the next year. You’ve become so popular that we now have at least three new books in the bathroom, and it’s only June!”

—Martha O.

“I absolutely love your books. But oddly, I’ve never read them in the bathroom. As soon as I get one, I have to read it cover to cover. Keep up the good work!”

—Leanne P.
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“If one cannot enjoy reading a book over and over again, there is no use in reading it at all.”

—Oscar Wilde


CONTENTS

Because the BRI understands your reading needs, we’ve divided the contents by length as well as subject.

Short—a quick read

Medium—2 to 3 pages

Long—for those extended visits, when something a little more involved is required

* Extended—for those leg-numbing experiences

PUBLIC LIVES

Short

Does Fiona Eat Apples?

Medium

Uh, Excuse Me, Sir, But Your Microphone Is On

Billy Mitchell’s Battle, Part I

Diva of the Desert

Gentleman George

Long

Billy Mitchell’s Battle, Part II

Billy Mitchell’s Battle, Part III

BATHROOM LORE

Short

More Bathroom News

Uncle John’s Stall of Fame

Medium

Uncle John’s Stall of Fame

Bathroom News

Toilet Tech

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Short

Know Your Produce

We All Scream

What’s in Your…

Mmm…Candy

Medium

Food Origins

Spicy Stories

Peruvian Punch

Long

The Nutmeg Wars

*The Über Tuber

A BLUNDERFUL LIFE

Short

A Few Dogs Short of a Kennel

Medium

Oops!

It Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time

Hello, 911?

Bad Press

Taking the Low Road

Vote For Me!

Ethically Disabled

LIFE IS STRANGE

Short

Animal Houses

Natural Gas Report

That’s Amore?

Revenge!

Modern Mysteries

It’s a Weird, Weird World

Rare Conditions

Medium

Too Risky for Guinness

Just Plane Weird

Lottery Row

High Anxiety

Amazing Luck

I’ll Trade You a…

Ironic, Isn’t It?

It’s a Weird, Weird World

The Doctor Is Out (of His Mind)

Shockers!

POP SCIENCE

Short

Forgotten Firsts in Robot History

Let’s Do a Study!

Medium

Aaaah! Robots!

Q&A: Ask the Experts

Z-z-z-z-z-z-z-z

Bamboo: One Incredible Plant

The Cure for What Ails Ye

How to Build an Atom Bomb

It’s Radioactive!

Death Defiers?

Why Your Mom Says, “Wash Your Hands!”

Q&A: Ask the Experts

Why You Get Motion Sickness

Long

Bathroomio Readerus

FORGOTTEN HISTORY

Medium

The Pilgrims, Pt. I: A Church Divided

What Won’t They Tax?

Upside-Down Pangborn

The Pilgrims, Pt. II: Exodus from England

The Reivers

The Pilgrims, Pt. III: Sailing to America

Long

Betty Freeman’s Day in Court

Bingham’s List

*The Pilgrims, Pt. IV: The New World

WORD & PHRASE ORIGINS

Short

Word Origins

Medium

Jargon.com

Familiar Phrases

Word Origins

Deliciously Familiar Phrases

LAW & ORDER

Short

State v. Big Hair

Medium

Strange Lawsuits

Dumb Crooks

Dumb Kops

The Black Panties Bandit Strikes Again

Creative Crooking

Strange Lawsuits

Legally Speaking

I’ve Got a Cunning Plan

Dumb Crooks

SPORTS & AMUSEMENT

Short

Pig Out

Medium

Life’s a Gamble

Long

Card Sharks, Part I

Roller Derby

Card Sharks, Part II

AMERICANA

Short

$pirit of ’76

Forever Mankind

Can You Pass the U.S. Citizenship Test? (Easy)

Can You Pass the U.S. Citizenship Test? (Medium)

Can You Pass the U.S. Citizenship Test? (Hard)

Medium

Beulah Land, Part I

State Nicknames

Beulah Land, Part II

Lincoln’s Duel

Long

Building the Wall

The Great Boston Fire

*Vaudeville

THAT’S DEATH

Short

Died on the John

Death Customs

Exit, Stage Right

Medium

When You Gotta Go…

Reading Tombstones

The Two Graves of Mad Anthony Wayne

Long

Talk to the Sword

The Niagara Falls Mummy

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Short

What World City…?

False Friends

Medium

Tha Fas Bouketo

Turkmenbashi

When in Rome…

Flag Trivia

The Culture Club

Rally ’Round the Flag

Long

The Glomar Explorer

MOUTHING OFF

Short

Dumb Jocks

Famous Last Words

Feelin’ Lazy

Colbert’s Retorts

Washington’s Posts

Believe!

He Slud Into Third

Pema Chödrön

Everybody’s a Critic

Matt’s Musings

More Dumb Jocks

BUSINE$$

Short

Bennies from Heaven

Zero-Sum Expansion

Weird Pitches

Medium

Inventive Advertising

Office Personalities

Sneaky Corporations

CANADIANA

Short

Canadian Namin’

Medium

The Avro Arrow

War Plan Red

Weird Canada

Destination: Canada

“The Greatest Canadian”

POP-POURRI

Short

You’re My Inspiration

Research Shows

A Punch in the Arm

Life Imitates Art

Uncle John’s Page of Lists

Nudes & Prudes

LOL (Love On-Line)

Medium

Lost Attractions

The Mustache Report

Make Your Own Origami Rubber Duck

Mile-High Comedians

Is It Art?

Collect It? Protect It!

Class Acts

Beauty Secrets From the Good Old Days

Long

The 1¢ Magenta

Make Your Own (Origami) Toilet

*How to Find Your Way Home

FADS & FLOPS

Short

Odd-O-Mobiles

Medium

Toy Fads

Like, Totally ’80s Fads

Dude, Your Pants Are Falling Down

WORDPLAY

Short

Bierce-isms

I Toast You!

I Curse You!

Ol’ Jay’s Brainteasers

He’s a Curly Wolf

Movie Review Haiku

Amazing Anagrams

Riddle Me This

Honk if Anything Falls Off

Geezers and Rodneys

Tom Swifties

Medium

Boodle and Bingo

MUSIC

Medium

It’s a Hootenanny!

The Who?

The Music Man

Sing Along With JFK

Behind the Hits

Hey, Ho, Let’s Go!

Long

The Bristol Sessions

CREATURE FEATURES

Short

Divine Bovine

Cute…and Evil

Medium

Snakes On A…

Weird Animal News

Odd Dogs

REEL LIFE

Short

Ben Kingsley’s Hair

Medium

Box Office Bloopers

Making The Godfather, Pt. I

Video Treasures

Lebowski 9:29

Superman, Starring James Caan

Making The Godfather, Pt. II

Oscar’s Bloopers

Long

*Making The Godfather, Pt. III

MYTHS AND LEGENDS

Short

Weird Ghosts

Myth-Conceptions

Medium

Modern Mythology

THE PRINTED WORD

Short

Warning Labels

Flubbed Headlines

The Naked Truth

Medium

Ghostwriters

Power of the Pen

POLITICS

Short

Poli-Talks

Bureaucracy in Action

Medium

If Elected, I Promise To…

Acts of Sedition!

The Rankin File

Long

More Acts of Sedition!

TV OR NOT TV

Short

Game Show Goofs

TV of the 1940s

Medium

G.E. College Bowl

Weird Star Trek News

G.E. College Bowl

Long

America’s Most Wanted

SCAMS & HOAXES

Medium

“Bunga Bunga!”

April Fools!

Oh, Martha!

Scam-o-Rama

Long

The Great Diamond Hoax of 1872, Part I

The Great Diamond Hoax of 1872, Part II

ON THE RADIO

Short

10-4, Good Buddy!

Got Your Ears On?

Shake the Trees and Rake the Leaves

Medium

The Golden Age of Radio, Part I

The Golden Age of Radio, Part II

Audio Treasures

Audio Treasures

Long

Join the (Citizens) Band

ORIGINS

Short

Random Origins

Mothers of Invention

Medium

Random Origins

Founding Fathers

Boxers or Briefs?

Random Origins

Long

Dustbin of History: Al Gross

The Ice Age

Answer Pages

*        *        *

DO NOT CALL IN EVENT OF EMERGENCY

The Office of Homeland Security operates a secret emergency hotline that connects to the governors of all 50 states. In 2006 the number was placed on the national “Do Not Call” registry. Reason: the line was being barraged by telemarketers. Wisconsin governor Jim Doyle says the phone rang once during the early days of the Iraq War. In a panic, he grabbed the phone, thinking he was about to hear instructions or grave news. Instead, he was asked if he was unhappy with his long distance service.


GREETINGS FROM “CURIOSITY CENTRAL”

Annnnnnnnd…we’re back!

Wow! It’s hard to believe it’s time to write another introduction, but here it is—Uncle John’s Curiously Compelling Bathroom Reader, our 19th edition (we’ve already rented our tuxes for next year’s 20th anniversary celebration).

But there’s plenty of reason to celebrate this year. Our insatiable curiosity has taken us to new heights in our continuing quest to bring you obscure knowledge and eye-popping trivia.

If you’re an old friend, welcome back. If you’re new, welcome to the family. And speaking of family, our little team at the BRI is tighter and happier than ever. We truly had a great time putting this Bathroom Reader together. Sure, it was a lot of work, what with all of the researching and compiling and writing and revising we’ve done over the last 12 months. But every single day one of our crackpot staffers would crack the rest of us up. That’s especially important during the final push to get the book to press, or “crunch time,” as we affectionately call it. Our little red schoolhouse becomes a bunker: the kitchen table is covered with (somewhat) healthy junk food; we drink gallons of coffee; John D. brings his cot to zonk out on in the back room; and Uncle John groans a lot.

So what compelling topics do we have in store for you? Too many great ones to list, but here are some of our favorites:

• Long-lost history: Lincoln’s duel, the first trans-Pacific flight, and roving gangs of robots.

• Music, music, music: the two weeks in 1927 that put country music on the map, and the shrieking birth of punk rock.

• Follies, flubs, and fabulous hoaxes: stupid campaign promises, the college kids who beat the Vegas casinos at their own game, and “Bunga Bunga!”

• Humanity’s fascination with food: how nutmeg brought the world together and how the potato nearly ripped it apart.

• Canadian lore: The United States government’s top secret plans to invade its friendliest neighbor. (Really!)

• Helpful hints: how to store your collectibles, why you should wash your hands, and how to get home safe if you’re stranded in the wilderness.

And now, before I sign off, let me send a big Bathroom Reader thank you—

• To our inhouse writers, John D, Thom, Brian (our robot pirate zombie), and Jumpin’ Jay.

• To our outhouse team featuring the writing talents of Malcolm and Jahnna, Jolly Jeff, Gideon, Kyle, Jef, Matthew, and to Angie, who keeps finding those amazing running feet (the little facts at the bottom of every page).

• To our production staff featuring the amazing Amy, whose calm demeanor and editing prowess helped make this book the best ever. To our mystical Julia, who somehow manages to manage it all. To our number-one reliever, Jeff A., copyeditors Sharilyn, Claudia, and Kristen, shipping diva Shobha Grace. And to Michael B., whose covers keep getting better!

• To Sydney, JoAnn, and the friendly folks at Banta.

• And last but most, TO YOU! You’re the reason we make these books, and we’ll bring you them with a smile year after year.

Keep on reading. And as always,

Go with the Flow!

Uncle John and the BRI Staff

P.S. Porter the Wonder Dog says…nothing. (He’s a dog!)

It’s not a typo: It’s www.bathroomreader.com


YOU’RE MY INSPIRATION

It’s always interesting to find out where the architects of pop culture get their ideas. These may surprise you.

ELVIS PRESLEY. Most of the King’s biographers attribute his singing style to black gospel and country music. But Elvis wanted to reach a wider audience, so he based his early vocal stylings on pop crooner Dean Martin. (For evidence, listen to Elvis’s first recording of “Love Me Tender.”)

THE MICHELIN MAN. In 1898 André Michelin’s brother reported seeing a stack of tires that strangely resembled a human figure. That inspired Michelin to commission French artist O’Galop to paint a man made of tires. (The first Michelin Man was named Bibendum. He was much fatter than today’s version and smoked a cigar.)

SHELLEY WINTERS. Born Shirley Schrift, the actress—who starred in more than 70 films, including Lolita (1962) and The Poseidon Adventure (1972)—changed her name when she got to Hollywood in 1943. Her mother’s maiden name was Winter, and she took the first name from her favorite poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley.

COLUMBIA PICTURES LOGO. In 1993 Columbia hired New Orleans artist Michael Deas to update their logo—a woman in a toga, holding a torch (the original 1924 model was rumored to be actress Evelyn Venable). So who’s the new model? Actress Annette Bening has claimed it’s her…but it’s not. The real model: a 31-year-old Louisiana woman named Jenny Joseph. “When I go to the movies,” she says, “I get my 15 minutes of fame. The kids get a kick out of it.”

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA. The title character in Ernest Hemingway’s 1952 novella was inspired by a Cuban fisherman named Gregorio Fuentes. In the 1930s, Hemingway hired Fuentes to watch over his boat, and the two formed a friendship that lasted 30 years. Ironically, Fuentes outlived the author by many years, dying in 2002 at the age of 104. In all those years, he never read The Old Man and the Sea.

A two-hour movie uses about two miles of film.


Being on a game show may look easy from the comfort of your living room, but under those hot television lights, contestants’ mouths sometimes disconnect from their brains.

Anne Robinson: What insect is commonly found hovering above lakes?

Contestant: Crocodiles.

—The Weakest Link

Alex Trebek: If a Japanese isha (doctor) asks you to stick out your shita, he means this.

Contestant: What is…your behind?

—Jeopardy!

Anne Robinson: Who is the only Marx brother that remained silent throughout all their films?

Contestant: Karl.

—The Weakest Link

Todd Newton: Bourbon whiskey is named after Bourbon County, located in what state?

Contestant: England.

—Press Your Luck

The Puzzle: TOM HANKS AS _ORREST GUMP

Contestant: Tom Hanks as Morris Gump.

—Wheel of Fortune

Richard Dawson: Name something a blind man might use.

Contestant: A sword.

—Family Feud

Eamonn Holmes: Name the playwright commonly known by the initials G.B.S.

Contestant: William Shakespeare?

—National Lottery Jet Set

Steve Wright: What is the capital of Australia? And it’s not Sydney.

Contestant: Sydney.

—Steve Wright Radio Show

Bob Eubanks: What is your husband’s favorite cuisine?

Contestant: All in the Family.

—The Newlywed Game

Kevin O’Connell: What moos?

Contestant: A car.

—Go

Richard Dawson: Name an occupation whose members must get tired of smiling.

Contestant: Game show host.

—Family Feud

Sean Connery has a tattoo that says “Mum and Dad.”


RANDOM ORIGINS

You know what these are…but do you know where they came from?

HAMSTERS

The natural habitat of Golden or Syrian hamsters, as the pet variety is known, is limited to one area: the desert outside the city of Aleppo, Syria. (Their name in the local Arabic dialect translates to “saddlebags,” thanks to the pouches in their mouths that they use to store food.) In 1930 a zoologist named Israel Aharoni found a nest containing a female and a litter of 11 babies in the desert and brought them back to his lab at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The mother died on the trip home; so did seven of her babies. Virtually all of the millions of domesticated Golden hamsters in the world are descended from the four that survived.

MAIL-ORDER CATALOGS

In September 1871, a British major named F.B. McCrea founded the Army & Navy Cooperative in London to supply goods to military personnel at the lowest possible price. Its first catalog was issued in February 1872…six months before an American named Aaron Montgomery Ward put his first catalog in the mail.

ALUMINUM

The Earth’s crust contains more aluminum than any other metallic element, yet it was not discovered or extracted until the mid-1820s—when it was so expensive to extract that it was actually considered a precious metal. Then, in 1886, two different inventors—Charles Hall, an American, and Paul Héroult, a Frenchman—discovered a process by which aluminum could be extracted much more cheaply using electricity. The Hall-Héroult process reduced the price of aluminum to less than 1% of its previous cost. But it wasn’t until World War I, when German designer Hugo Junkers started building airplanes out of metal instead of the traditional wood and fabric, that aluminum came into its own. Today the world uses more aluminum than any other metal except iron and steel.

In Hot Springs, Arkansas, it is illegal to gargle in public.


WHAT WORLD CITY…?

Some facts to consider before your next vacation.

Has the most billionaires? Moscow, with 33.

Has the most people? Tokyo. Population: 34 million.

Is the most densely populated? Manila, the Philippines, with 108,000 people per square mile.

Has the most skyscrapers? New York City—it has 47 buildings that are more than 600 feet tall.

Is the deadliest? Caracas, Venezuela, reportedly has the highest murder rate in the world: 100 per 100,000 people a year.

Is the highest? Potosí, Bolivia, at an elevation of 13,000 feet. The lowest is Jericho, Israel, at 1,000 feet below sea level.

Eats out the most? Paris has about 8,000 restaurants—more than any other city.

Has suffered the most hurricanes? Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, which has been hit 61 times since 1871.

Is the oldest? Byblos, Lebanon. It was founded around 5000 B.C. Brasilia, Brazil, founded in 1960, is the world’s youngest major city.

Has the worst air? According to Guinness World Records, Mexico City has the most air pollution.

Costs the most? Oslo, Norway, has the highest cost of living.

Is the most cultured? Amsterdam, the Netherlands, has the most museums per square mile.

Drinks the most? Per capita, Maun, Botswana, consumes the most alcohol.

Drives the most? Suva, Fiji, has 668 cars for every 1,000 people.

Has the most bridges? Hamburg, Germany—more than 2,300.

Is the most wired? Seoul, South Korea, has the most Internet traffic.

Is the most “wired”? Wellington, New Zealand. It has the most coffee shops per capita.

What about pepper? Salt is mentioned more than 30 times in the Bible.


OOPS!

Everyone’s amused by tales of outrageous blunders—probably because it’s comforting to know that someone’s screwing up even worse than we are. So go ahead and feel superior for a few minutes.

STICKIN’ IT TO ’EM
“One of Britain’s most prestigious art galleries put a block of slate on display, topped by a small piece of wood, in the mistaken belief it was a work of art. The Royal Academy included the chunk of stone and the small bone-shaped wooden stick in its summer exhibition in London. But the slate was actually a plinth—a slab on which a pedestal is placed—and the stick was designed to prop up a sculpture. The sculpture itself—of a human head—was nowhere to be seen. The Academy explained the error by saying the parts were sent to the exhibitors separately. ‘Given their separate submission,’ it said in a statement, ‘the two parts were judged independently. The head was rejected. The base was thought to have merit and was accepted.’”

—Telegraph (U.K.)

HOLY WATER

“People in Pope John Paul II’s hometown of Wadowice, Poland, believed a miracle had happened when water began spouting from the base of a statue of the Pontiff. Word soon spread across the country with pilgrims travelling from all over to the tiny town to fill up bottles with the liquid. But their belief in what they thought was a ‘godly experience’ was shattered by town mayor Eva Filipiak, who admitted the local water council had installed an ordinary water pipe beneath the statue. ‘We didn’t mean anything by it,’ said Filipiak, ‘it was just supposed to make the statue look prettier.’”

—Ananova

HITTING THE DUMB-FECTA

“Roger Loughran, a horse-racing jockey, stood tall and proud in the saddle of Central House at the end of the Paddy Power Dial-A-Bet Chase in December 2005, and waved his whip at the packed grandstand. He was celebrating his first win as a professional jockey. Just for good measure, he swung a looping underarm punch into the air. There was just one problem: they still had 80 meters to run. The 26-year-old had mistaken the end of a running rail for the winning post, and as he eased up on Central House, Hi Cloy and Fota Island galloped past, relegating him to third place. It was an extraordinary, humiliating error, which reduced the crowd to near-silence. Some catcalls followed, but as Loughran returned to the paddock to unsaddle, there was more sympathy than anger.”

—Buzzle.com

Hair is the second-fastest growing tissue in the body. The fastest is bone marrow.

PUT THE METAL TO THE PEDAL

“A Michigan man destroyed his car after putting his toolbox on the gas pedal. The accident occurred when the man, whose identity was not released, attempted to free his car from a muddy field by placing the toolbox on the accelerator, then getting behind the car to push it free. The man later said he was lost, and when he backed into a field to turn around, the car got stuck in the mud, said Lt. James McDonagh. ‘After several attempts to free the car, the man then placed his toolbox on the accelerator, exited the vehicle, and attempted to push it free,’ McDonagh said. The full-size Mercury sedan then accelerated across a cut soybean field with the man running behind. The car reached an estimated speed of 100 mph and traveled a half-mile, sometimes becoming airborne. The car then struck a tree, crushing it back to the windshield.”

—Battle Creek Enquirer

HOP-ALONG

“An artist who chained his legs together to draw a picture of the image was forced to hop 12 hours through the desert after realizing he lost the key and couldn’t unlock the restraints. Trevor Corneliusien, 26, tightly wrapped and locked a long, thick chain around his bare ankles while camping north of Baker, California. ‘It took him over 12 hours because he had to hop through boulders and sand,’ Deputy Ryan Ford said. Corneliusien finally made it to a gas station and called the sheriff’s department, which sent paramedics and deputies with bolt cutters. His legs were bruised but he was otherwise in good health. And the drawing? ‘He brought it with him,’ Ford said. ‘It was a pretty good depiction of how a chain would look wrapped around your legs.’”

—Breitbart.com

New York City has 722 miles of subway track.


WARNING LABELS

Some things in life should go without saying, but there’s always the occasional genius who needs to be told not to use a vacuum cleaner to pick up something that’s on fire.

On a bottle of dog shampoo: “Contents should not be fed to fish.”

On a baking pan: “Ovenware will get hot when used in oven.”

On a blanket: “Not to be used as protection from a tornado.”

On a fishing lure with a three-pronged hook: “Harmful if swallowed.”

On a 12-inch CD rack: “Do not use as a ladder.”

On a carpenter’s drill: “Not intended for use as a dental drill.”

On a knife set: “Never try to catch a falling knife.”

On a package of earplugs: “These earplugs are nontoxic, but may interfere with breathing if caught in windpipe.”

On a Japanese food processor: “Not to be used for the other use.”

On a cocktail napkin with a mini map of Hilton Head, South Carolina: “Not to be used for navigation.”

On an insect spray: “This product not tested on animals.”

On a box of birthday candles: “DO NOT use soft wax as ear plugs or for any other function that involves insertion into a body cavity.”

On a child’s scooter: “This product moves when used.”

Inside a six-inch plastic bag: “Do not climb inside this bag and zip it up. Doing so will cause injury or death.”

On a paint remover that heats up to 1,000°: “Do not use heat gun as a hair dryer.”

On a shower cap: “Fits one head.”

On a can of pepper spray: “May irritate eyes.”

On a toilet: “Recycled flush water unsafe for drinking.”

The shortest complete sentence in the English language: “Go.”


College: home of higher education, world-class research…and fraternities.

Students at Northwestern University in Illinois started a new fraternity named Zeta Zeta Zeta, better known by its Greek letters, ZZZ. Members say they are dedicated to “encouraging excellence through sleep,” and are open to both men and women “regardless of race, gender, or sleeping orientation.”

• Chi Omega, a sorority at Kent State University in Ohio, was placed on probation after the group held a formal dinner-dance where they gave a student an award for being the “blackest member” of the sorority. She was white. The sorority issued an apology, saying it was just a joke.

• California State University, Chico, began an investigation when someone reported (anonymously) that while watching a pornographic movie they recognized the room in which the “actors” were being filmed: it was the living room of the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity house on campus. Not only that, some of the “actors” were members of the fraternity. Officials at the school announced that all activities at the fraternity—whose motto is “Where Character Counts”—would be suspended.

• Student body president Mark Morice at Southeastern Louisiana University was arrested after he convinced his fraternity brothers to steal all the copies of the university newspaper before anyone could read it. The paper had an article critical of Morice’s handling of school funds and questioning his ethics.

• Three Kappa Alpha members at the University of Missouri–Columbia were arrested in 2006 after a fireworks prank resulted in a near-fatal explosion. The trio had loaded up a Civil War-era cannon with fireworks, expecting the blast to shoot out the end of the barrel, but instead, the entire cannon blew up. An eight-inch chunk flew across the street and crashed through the roof of an apartment building, finally coming to rest on a Ping-Pong table that was being used by visiting students from China.

Mercury boils at 674.11°F.


FOOD ORIGINS

When Uncle John was a kid, the basic food groups were meat, bread, vegetables, and dairy products. Uncle John always wondered why they left out the other basic food groups: coffee, candy, cold soup, fish sticks, corn dogs, and salad dressing.

CAPPUCCINO

In Vienna, a Kapuziner is a cup of espresso with a few drops of cream stirred in. The drink gets its name from the Catholic order of Kapuzin friars, who wore a brown habit or robe that was about the same color as the drink. (In English, the friars are known as Capuchins.) In the late 1800s, Austrian soldiers stationed in northern Italy introduced Kapuziners there; the Italians renamed them cappuccinos. When high-pressure espresso machines were introduced in 1906, the Italians put their own stamp on the drink by making it with steamed, foamy milk, and plenty of it, instead of just a little bit of cream.

VICHYSSOISE

Don’t let the French name fool you—this leek-and-potato soup (pronounced vi-she-swaz) is as American as apple pie. Louis Diat, the head chef of New York’s Ritz-Carlton Hotel, came up with this cold soup in 1917 while looking for something to serve to customers in the sweltering heat of New York summers.

FISH STICKS

Clarence Birdseye single-handedly invented the frozen-food industry in the late 1920s when he figured out how to freeze food without ruining its flavor, texture, or nutritional value (you have to freeze it quickly). His early machines worked best with food that was cut into slender pieces, and one of the first foods he came up with was a knockoff of a French delicacy called goujonettes de sole: sole fillets baked or fried in bread crumbs and a light batter. Birds-eye switched to cheaper fish (cod), fried it in a heavier batter, and scored a hit: If you had a freezer in the 1930s, more likely than not it contained a box or two of fish sticks.

There are roughly 1,300 kernels in a pound of corn.

LICORICE ALLSORTS

You might not recognize these candies by name, but you’d know them by sight—they’re the variety of licorice candies that are sold as a mixture of colors, shapes, and sizes. The candies were created by the Bassetts company of England in the late 1800s. The original plan was to sell each shape separately, but that plan was foiled in 1899 when a salesman named Charlie Thompson spilled a carefully arranged tray of the pieces during a sales call. The buyer actually preferred the candies all mixed up…and as it turned out, so did everyone else: The candies sold better as a mixture than they ever did individually.

WISH-BONE SALAD DRESSING

When Phillip Sollomi returned from fighting in World War II in 1945, he opened a restaurant in Kansas City, Missouri. The house specialty was fried chicken, so he named the restaurant “The Wish-bone.” In 1948 he started serving his mother’s Sicilian salad dressing; it was so popular that customers asked for bottles to take home. So he started bottling it…and soon demand was so strong that he had to make it in batches of 50 gallons at a time. In 1957 he sold the salad dressing business to the Lipton Tea Company, and today Wish-Bone is the bestselling Italian dressing in the United States.

CORN DOGS

Even if he wasn’t the very first person to dip a hot dog in corn meal batter and deep fry it, Neil Fletcher was the guy who popularized the dish when he began selling it at the Texas State Fair in 1942. Those early dogs were served on plates; it wasn’t until four years later that Ed Waldmire, a soldier stationed at the Amarillo Airfield, became the first person to put the corn dog on a “stick” (the first ones were actually metal cocktail forks, later replaced by wooden sticks).

*        *        *

Alternative energy: A 2006 study found that the average American walks about 900 miles a year. Another study found that Americans drink an average of 22 gallons of beer a year. That means that, on average, Americans get about 41 miles per gallon.

Mark Twain received a patent for “improved suspenders” in 1871.


LOST ATTRACTIONS

As a kid growing up in New Jersey, Uncle John often went to Palisades Amusement Park. Then one day they announced they were tearing it down to build an apartment complex. Many areas have an attraction like that—it’s an important part of the cultural landscape for decades…and then it’s gone.

ATTRACTION: The Hippodrome
LOCATION: New York City
STORY: When it opened in 1905, it was called “the largest theater in the world.” With a seating capacity of 5,300, only the biggest acts—in both size and popularity—performed there: Harry Houdini, diving horses, the circus, 500-person choirs. But the daily upkeep for such a mammoth theater, coupled with the cost of staging huge shows, forced a change. In 1923 it became a vaudeville theater and then, in 1928, it was sold to RKO and turned into a movie theater. It then became an opera house. Then a sports arena. The Hippodrome was finally torn down in 1939.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: An office building and parking garage.

ATTRACTION: Aquatarium

LOCATION: St. Petersburg, Florida

STORY: Housed in a 160-foot-tall transparent geodesic dome, the 17-acre Aquatarium opened in 1964. Tourists came from far and wide to visit this aquarium, which overlooked the Gulf of Mexico and was home to porpoises, sea lions, and pilot whales. But it rapidly started losing customers—and money—when the bigger and better Walt Disney World opened in nearby Orlando in 1971. In 1976 sharks were brought in and the site was renamed Shark World to capitalize on the popularity of Jaws, but it didn’t help.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: Condominiums.

ATTRACTION: Pink and White Terraces

LOCATION: Lake Rotomahana, New Zealand

STORY: Called the eighth wonder of the world, the Terraces were once New Zealand’s most popular and famous tourist attraction. They were two naturally occurring “staircases” of silica shelves that looked like pink and white marble. Each terrace (they were two miles apart) was formed over thousands of years. Geysers spouted silica-laden hot water which flowed downhill and then crystallized into terraces as it cooled. But on June 10, 1886, a nearby volcano—Mount Tarawera—erupted, spewing lava, hot mud, and boulders. The eruption destroyed the village of Te Wairoa, killing 153 people, and the hot magma completely destroyed the terraces.

2,200 people are quoted in Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations. Only 164 are women.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: Shapeless rock.

ATTRACTION: Jantzen Beach

LOCATION: Portland, Oregon

STORY: When it opened in 1928, this 123-acre amusement park on an island in the middle of the Columbia River was the largest in the United States. It housed a merry-go-round from the 1904 World’s Fair, four swimming pools, a fun house, a train, and the Big Dipper—a huge wooden roller coaster. More than 30 million people visited “the Coney Island of the West” over its lifetime. But after World War II, attendance started to decline and continued steadily downward until the park finally closed in 1970.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: A shopping mall.

ATTRACTION: Palisades Amusement Park

LOCATION: Cliffside Park and Fort Lee, New Jersey

STORY: Built on steep cliffs on the west side of the Hudson River, it began in 1898 as a grassy park for picnics and recreation. In 1908 it was renamed Palisades Amusement Park and rides and attractions were added. It boasted a 400-by-600-foot saltwater pool (“world’s largest”); the Cyclone, one of the biggest roller coasters in the country; and then in the 1950s, rock ’n’ roll shows. Attendance grew during that period because of heavy advertising on TV and in comic books. (There was a hole in the fence behind the music stage kept open to let kids sneak in to avoid paying the 25-cent admission fee.) By 1967, the park had gotten too popular. The city of Cliffside Park was tired of park-related traffic, litter, and parking problems, so it rezoned the site for housing (it has great views of Manhattan). The park was shut down for good in 1971. Plans to retain the saltwater pool were scrapped when vandals destroyed it.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: High-rise apartment buildings.

It cost $3 million to build the Titanic…and $100 million to make the movie.

ATTRACTION: Crystal Palace

LOCATION: London, England

STORY: This massive 750,000 square foot structure originally housed the Great Exhibition of 1851, then was moved from Hyde Park to south London in 1854. Designed to evoke ancient Greek structures, the Crystal Palace featured dozens of columns, girders, and arches made of iron, and 900,000 square feet of glass. The building and surrounding grounds housed artwork and treasures from all over the world, including 250-foot-high fountains (requiring two water towers), gardens, and life-size replicas of dinosaurs. The coronation of King George V was held there, as was the annual English soccer championship. But after 1900, attendance started to dwindle. The Palace was closed on Sundays, the only day most Londoners had off from work. Then, in 1936, the Palace caught fire. The blaze was visible for miles. The building wasn’t properly insured, so there wasn’t enough to pay for rebuilding. All that was left were the water towers, later demolished during World War II out of fear Germany could use them to more easily locate London.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: A sports-arena complex.

ATTRACTION: Old Man of the Mountain

LOCATION: Cannon Mountain, New Hampshire

STORY: In 1805 surveyors Francis Whitcomb and Luke Brooks discovered this rock formation in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. Viewed from the correct angle, it had the appearance of a man’s face. It jutted out 1,200 feet above Profile Lake and was estimated to be 40 feet tall and 25 feet wide. Nineteenth-century politician Daniel Webster and novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote about the Old Man and helped make it a state icon. The Old Man graces New Hampshire’s state quarter and a postage stamp. Signs of deterioration were first noted in 1906, and ever since, various methods—including cables and spikes—have been used to keep the face in place. But they didn’t work. In 2003, the Old Man finally collapsed and crumbled.

WHAT’S THERE NOW: A rocky cliff. Viewfinders looking at the former landmark superimpose an image of the Old Man when it was intact to show visitors what it looked like.

The main cluster of riders in a bicycle race is called a peloton.


DUMB JOCKS

Heinrich Heine once said, “There are more fools in the world than there are people.” We don’t exactly know what he meant by that. And chances are, neither do these sports stars.

“I have nothing to say, and I’ll only say it once.”

—Floyd Smith, Buffalo Sabres coach

“I’ve had to overcome a lot of diversity.”

—Drew Gooden, Cleveland Cavaliers player

“If the NBA was on channel five and a bunch of frogs making love were on channel four, I’d watch the frogs, even if they were coming in fuzzy.”

—Bobby Knight, college basketball coach

“Play some Picasso.”

—Chris Morris, New Jersey Nets player, to a pianist while trying to impress a date

“Most of my clichés aren’t original.”

—Chuck Knox, NFL coach

“If I go down, I’m going down standing up.”

—Chuck Person, San Antonio Spurs player

“The only thing that keeps this organization from being recognized as one of the finest in baseball is wins and losses at the Major League level.”

—Chuck LaMar, Tampa Bay Devil Rays GM

“I was in a no-win situation, so I’m glad that I won rather than lost.”

—Frank Bruno, heavyweight boxer

“We can’t have stupidity in our locker room and we can’t have stupidity on the ice. The stupidity has all been used up, plus some, in the NHL this year. The stupidity meter is broken.”

—Jeremy Roenick, Philadelphia Flyers player

“Therapy can be a good thing. It can be therapeutic.”

—Alex Rodriguez, New York Yankees player

“Surprise me.”

—Yogi Berra, when asked by his wife where he wanted to be buried

In Canada, milk is sold in plastic bags as well as in jugs.


AAAAH! ROBOTS!

If you think robots are a thing of the future, think again. Scientists have been coming up with new uses for robots for years and…they’re here.

WHAT IS A ROBOT?

The word “robot” conjures up images of the human-looking machines in sci-fi movies and TV shows, but it simply refers to “a machine that can perform physical tasks.” Although robots are programmed to do specific things or to react to their surroundings, which may give the impression of intelligence, they are always controlled by humans, either by programming or by direct control. And they seldom look human—they can look like almost anything, from a mechanical arm to a box on wheels. But robot technology is changing rapidly, and the “droids” and “replicants” of science-fiction may someday become reality. Until then, scientists are still on the lookout for new and inventive ways to use robots…like these:

TREASURE-BOT. In 1993 Chilean inventor Manuel Salinas built Arturito, a robot made up of a metal body on all-terrain wheels, with a probe and a tiny radar dish. Salinas planned to use the robot to get government work locating and destroying landmines—leftovers from border disputes with Bolivia and Peru. But since then, he’s used Arturito (a Spanish take on R2-D2 from Star Wars) in many other ways. In July 2005, Arturito led Chilean police to the missing body of a man under 12 feet of cement. Later that year, the robot found a stash of weapons and bombs hidden by a criminal gang, and then found buried treasure on an island off the Chilean coast. Arturito can also detect deposits of copper, water, and petroleum as deep as 600 feet underground.

CANCER-BOT. Enterix, an Australian medical technology company, has built a robot named Grace that can detect bowel cancer faster than conventional methods and at a 98% accuracy rate. It analyzes tissue samples in five seconds, reducing the need for invasive colonoscopies. Enterix estimates that if Grace were run 24 hours a day, Australia’s entire population could be screened for bowel cancer in just one year.

A lion’s roar is louder than a jackhammer.

SAVIOR-BOT. While filming The Passion of the Christ, actor Jim Caviezel (playing Jesus) risked hypothermia enduring 15-hour days hanging on a cross wearing only a loincloth. So filmmakers constructed a body double: a $220,000 robot that looked like Caviezel and was able to move its head and limbs convincingly.

BEER-BOT. Students at the Technical University of Darmstadt in Holland built a robot that can pour the perfect glass of beer. It takes the small, table-top robotic arm—“Hermann”—one minute, 11 seconds to pour, at the perfect angle, a proper mix of beer and froth. Amazingly, it cost less than $100 to build.

DIET-BOT. Researchers at MIT created a nuclear-powered robot dog to help dieters. It monitors a pedometer worn by the dieter, counting calories (based on a programmed meal plan) and recording how much the person has walked. At the end of the day, the user asks the robot, “How am I doing?” If the dieter ate well and exercised, the dog wags its tail and jumps up and down. If not, the dog whines and lays down.

BOTS GONE WILD

• In 1942 science-fiction writer Isaac Asimov proposed three “laws of robotics” to ensure the safety of humankind. The first law: “A robot may not injure a human being, or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.” In 2006 Japan made Asimov’s law an actual law. The country that gave us Godzilla is developing robot nurses (for elder care), but they fear robot rebellion. So all robots must now have sensors to prevent them from running into people, be made of soft materials, and include emergency shut-off buttons.

• Robot researchers at the Magna Science Center in Rotherham, England, were alarmed when one of their experiments, a robot that can “think” and act on its own, tried to escape the laboratory. Professor Noel Sharkey left the robot, “Gaak,” alone for 15 minutes in a small closet. Gaak apparently forced its way out, went down an access ramp and out the front door of the center, and made it into the parking garage before being struck by a car. “There’s no need to worry,” Sharkey said. “Although they can escape they are perfectly harmless and won’t be taking over just yet.”

James Polk’s 1845 presidential inauguration was the first to be reported by telegraph.


“BUNGA BUNGA!”

Sophomoric clown or a brilliant satirist of British imperialism? Either way, Horace de Vere Cole was responsible for one of the best pranks in history.

HIS MAJESTY REQUESTS…

In the years before World War I, Britain had the most powerful navy in the world. And the HMS Dreadnought, armed with 10 large guns and powered by a steam engine, was the pride of the fleet. Considered the superweapon of its day, the huge battleship lay anchored under the tightest security in Weymouth. Few outside the Navy’s top officers had ever stepped on board, much less toured its “top-secret” state-of-the-art weaponry.

On February 10, 1910, Sir William May, the ship’s captain, received a telegram from the Foreign Office, signed by Under-Secretary Sir Charles Hardinge, announcing the impending arrival of the emperor of Abyssinia and his court in England. The emperor was to receive the royal treatment, including a tour of the HMS Dreadnought. The captain immediately ordered his officers and crew to prepare to greet the emperor with all due pomp and circumstance. Guns were polished, decks swabbed, and uniforms washed and pressed in anticipation of the royal tour.

V.I.P. TREATMENT

But the telegram was a fake—it was sent by a practical joker named Horace de Vere Cole. A few days later, he and five co-conspirators (including author Virginia Woolf and her brother) blackened their faces and hands with burnt cork, glued false beards to their chins, donned long red robes topped with makeshift turbans (all rented), and took a cab to London’s Paddington Station. Brazenly declaring that he was a state official named “Herbert Cholmondley,” Cole talked the stationmaster into giving them a VIP train to Weymouth, where the delegation was met with a full honor guard and a brass band.

An Abyssinian flag couldn’t be found (no one knew what one looked like), so one from Zanzibar was used instead. And the band played the Zanzibar national anthem, since that was the only African anthem they knew. (The pranksters didn’t know the difference.) The Navy had no translator either: fortunately, the delegation supplied their own, and his translations were so eloquent that none of the navy officers noticed that the language spoken by the “Abyssinians” bore a striking resemblance to fractured Latin. And as they were shown all of the ship’s accoutrements, they shouted “Bunga Bunga!” in approval at everything they saw.

There are over 60,000 acres of shopping malls in the U.S.

There were a few anxious moments. One was when the pranksters realized one of the Navy officers knew Woolf. But the officer never caught on. Another came when their “interpreter” sneezed and almost blew off his whiskers. Again, no one noticed. Weather almost sank the prank, too: Rain began to fall as the delegation arrived at the Dreadnought; Cole managed to talk their way onto a lower deck just as their makeup started to run.

Finally, Cole decided it was time to get out. They refused lunch (they weren’t sure what dietary restrictions might go along with their made-up religion) and left quickly on the excuse that there were no prayer mats for their daily devotionals.

The delegation was given a military escort back to their train. Still in disguise and under Naval supervision, the “Abyssinians” requested that waiters serving them dinner wear white gloves. (The train stopped and was held up in Reading to purchase the gloves.)

SHIP OF FOOLS

Five days later a photograph appeared in the Daily Mirror, showing the “Abyssinian” delegation with their Naval hosts. In the accompanying article, Cole exposed the hoax and ridiculed the Navy for being so gullible. All over London, sailors were harassed with cries of “Bunga Bunga!” The Admiralty was furious, but its attempt to charge Cole and his party with treason (the delegation had seen top-secret areas of the ship) was hooted down in Parliament and the press. After all, as people pointed out, the only “treasonous” thing they’d done was make the Admiralty and its officers look like fools. Besides, the only actual crime committed was sending a telegram under a fake name.

The Navy decided to not press charges, but still felt that somebody had to be punished. As the pranksters were all upper class, they could get away with a symbolic act to settle the dispute as gentlemen. Naval officers visited Cole and gave him six symbolic taps on the buttocks with a cane. Cole insisted he be allowed to do the same to the officers. Amazingly, the officers agreed.

Meat Loaf is a vegetarian.


TOO RISKY FOR GUINNESS

Some world records are amazing, some are funny, some are ridiculous. Here’s a look at some folks who risked life and limb to make it into Guinness World Records…only to get tossed back out again.

BACKGROUND

When Ross and Norris McWhirter started keeping track of world records for the Guinness Brewing Company in 1955, they had to come up with guidelines for what kinds of records they’d allow in their book. Sex was out. So was anything having to do with crime or hard liquor (the book was sponsored by a brewery, so some beer-related records were permitted). They did allow many categories that were inherently dangerous, such as sword swallowing and fire eating, but as people attempted to break those records, the McWhirters became concerned that people might actually kill themselves in the attempt…and Guinness would be to blame. So in the late 1970s they started to “retire” (and later revive) some of the more dangerous categories. Here are a few examples:

HOT-WATER-BOTTLE BURSTING

Record Holder: Italian actor and bodybuilder Franco Columbu Details: Using only his lung power, in August 1979, Columbu inflated a rubber hot-water bottle to the bursting point (28.5 pounds per square inch of air pressure) in 23 seconds.

What Happened: Columbu’s name and record made it into the 1980 edition, but by the 1981 edition they were gone, replaced with the following notice: “Contests involving the bursting of hot-water bottles with sheer lung power are regarded as medically most inadvisable, and the category has been discontinued.”

Update: For a while Guinness replaced hot-water-bottle bursting with weather-balloon blowing, but today the hot-water bottles are back in. The current record holder is George Christen, who, in 2000, inflated a hot-water bottle to the bursting point in 52.68 seconds—almost 30 seconds slower than Columbu’s record.

Foreign rulers: French revolutionaries invented the metric system.

BURIAL ALIVE (VOLUNTARY)

Record Holder: Hendrick Luypaerts of Hechtel, Belgium

Details: In April 1974, Luypaerts climbed into a coffin 6'6" long, 33½" wide, and 25" deep, and was buried alive beneath almost 10 feet of dirt. He stayed there for 101 days and 37 minutes, with only a small tube for air, water, food, and…uh…bathroom needs connecting him to the surface. (Guinness says the record for involuntary burial alive is six years and five months, set by two Polish men who were trapped in a demolished World War II bunker from January 1945 until June 1951.)

What Happened: In 1979 the Guinness referees announced that future claims would be inadmissable “unless the depth of the coffin is a minimum two meters below ground with a maximum length of two meters, width of 70 centimeters, height of 100 centimeters, and a maximum aperture of 10 centimeters for feeding and communication.” Then the following year they dumped the category altogether.

Update: In 1998 a British man named Geoff Smith broke the record by staying underground for 147 days in honor of his deceased mother, who had set the European record of being buried alive for 101 days. But Guinness refused to recognize Smith’s attempt, saying the category was too dangerous. Smith had to settle for recognition from Ripley’s Believe It or Not, but says he doesn’t mind. “Although the feat is not recognized by Guinness, everyone in the world knows who I am now after what I’ve done,” he says.

Related Note: The category “Most Cockroaches in a Coffin” is still open. Any takers? (You have to get in the coffin with the cockroaches.) Current record: 20,050 cockroaches.

SWORD SWALLOWING

Record Holder: “Count Desmond” of Binghamton, New York

Details: Desmond set the record in 1981 by swallowing thirteen 23" swords, but injured himself in the process.

What Happened: Guinness officials acknowledged the attempt …then retired the category. “We don’t want Count Desmond trying any more, saying he cut his guts out for Guinness,” the book’s American editor, David Boehm, explained.

Frightening fact: Phobatrivaphobia is a fear of trivia about phobias.

Update: As of 1999, sword swallowing is back in, with a twist—literally. The new category is called “Most Swords Swallowed and Twisted.” Current record holder: Brad Byers of Moscow, Idaho. On August 13, 1999, he swallowed ten 27" swords and rotated them a full 180° in his esophagus. But, according to Guinness, “Brad says he once cut his epiglottis so badly that he couldn’t eat or drink for 48 hours.”

BICYCLE EATING

Record Holder: French entertainer Michel Lotito, also known as Monsieur Mangetout (“Mr. Eat All”)

Details: Between March 17, 1977, and April 2, 1977, Mangetout devoured one entire bicycle, including the tires, which he consumed by cutting them into strips and making a “stew.”

What Happened: Monsieur Mangetout’s category was closed, but unlike some other discontinued dangerous categories, Guinness continued to print the record in subsequent editions. Why? “The ultimate in stupidity—the eating of a bicycle—has been recorded since it is unlikely to attract competition,” the Guinness people wrote.

Update: Mangetout, who claims to devour two pounds of metal in a typical day, has blown past his old record: Since 1977 he has consumed a Cessna 150 aircraft, several televisions, shopping carts, and 17 more items. Today he’s listed under the category “strangest diet.” Is there anything Lotito won’t eat? “I don’t eat hard-boiled eggs or bananas,” he says. “They make me sick.”

NEW CATEGORIES

• Fastest Car Driven While Blindfolded: 144.75 mph, by Mike Newman at North Yorkshire, U.K., in August 2003.

• Scorpion Eating: 35,000 by Rene Alvarenga of El Salvador. He averages 25 venomous scorpions a day.

• Fastest Motorcycle Driven While Blindfolded: 164.87 mph, by Billy Baxter at Wiltshire, U.K., in August 2003.

• Most Rattlesnakes Held in the Mouth at One Time: Eight, by Jackie Bibby in Orlando, Florida, in May 2001.

The town of Levan—in the center of Utah—is “navel” spelled backwards.


FLUBBED HEADLINES

These are 100% honest-to-goodness headlines. Can you figure out what the writers were trying to say?

Man Eating Piranha Mistakenly Sold as Pet Fish

Nuns Forgive Break-In, Assault Suspect

MAN WITH ONE ARM CHEATS ON OTHER HALF

Home Depot Purchases Wallpaper, Blinds Retailers

NATION SPLIT ON BUSH AS UNITER OR DIVIDER

Man Is Fatally Slain

UTAH GIRL DOES WELL IN DOG SHOWS

Smithsonian May Cancel Bombing of Japan Exhibits

POLL SAYS 53% BELIEVE THAT MEDIA OFFEN MAKES MISTAKES

Some Pieces of Rock Hudson Sold at Auction

Blind Woman Gets New Kidney From Dad She Hasn’t Seen in Years

A REASON FOR ODOR FOUND AT SEWER PLANT

Judges Appear More Lenient on Crack Cocaine

William Kelly Was Fed Secretary

TV Networks Agree to Police Violence

Autos Killing 110 a Day, Let’s Resolve to Do Better

DEALERS WILL HEAR CAR TALK AT NOON

Bush Planning Mars Trip

ARAFAT SWEARS IN CABINET

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says

LANSING RESIDENTS CAN DROP OFF TREES

Sewer District Plans Emergency Backup

Man Accused of Shooting Neighbor, Dog Held for Trial

First actor to appear on the cover of Time magazine: Charlie Chaplin, in 1925.


BOX OFFICE BLOOPERS

Everyone loves bleepers…er, bloppers…er, we mean bloopers. Here are a few great ones from the silver screen.

Movie: Goldfinger (1964)

Scene: Dressed as Army soldiers, Goldfinger’s crew breaks into Fort Knox and disables personnel with nerve gas.

Blooper: They’re wearing Air Force insignias on their Army uniforms.

Movie: The Sound of Music (1965)

Scene: Maria (Julie Andrews) is riding on a bus singing “I Have Confidence in Me.”

Blooper: The bus is supposed to be moving…but the mountains in the background never change.

Movie: Free Willy (1993)

Scene: Randolph and Jesse are sitting inside by a window reading a book together.

Blooper: At the beginning of the scene, the sun is shining brightly. Two minutes later, it’s pitch black outside.

Movie: Crash (2004)

Scene: Officer Ryan (Matt Dillon) is talking on the phone about his father’s health insurance.

Blooper: Ryan is a patrolman, but he’s wearing sergeant stripes.

Movie: Annie Hall (1977)

Scene: The end credits.

Blooper: Christopher Walken’s name is listed as “Christopher Wlaken.”

Movie: 9 to 5 (1980)

Scene: Violet (Lily Tomlin) gets stopped by the police for a broken taillight.

Blooper: When the car pulls away, both taillights are working fine.

Nearly three-fourths of all the fresh water in the world is in Canada.

Movie: Napoleon Dynamite (2004)

Scene: Napoleon dances to a funk song after Pedro’s class president speech.

Blooper: During the dance, Napoleon’s shirt is tucked in, then it’s untucked, then tucked back in, then untucked, then tucked in again.

Movie: The Da Vinci Code (2006)

Scene: In a flashback scene, Mary Magdalene (Charlotte Graham) leaves Jerusalem. As she walks, the Dome of the Rock is clearly visible in the background.

Blooper: This landmark was built in the 7th century…about 700 years after Mary Magdalene died.

Movie: Charlie’s Angels (2000)

Scene: The Angels are fighting the Thin Man (Crispin Glover).

Blooper: Just before Dylan (Drew Barrymore) lifts up Alex (Lucy Liu) to kick the Thin Man, she calls her “Lucy,” not “Alex.”

Movie: Mr. and Mrs. Smith (2005)

Scene: Three BMWs chase Mr. and Mrs. Smith (Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie).

Blooper: The movie is supposed to take place in New York City. So why do we see a street sign reading “Los Angeles City Limits”?

Movie: 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)

Scene: The shuttle crew discovers the monolith on the moon. As they gaze at it, moon dust begins to blow around.

Blooper: There is no wind on the moon—it has no atmosphere.

Movie: Romeo + Juliet (1996)

Scene: Romeo (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Juliet (Clare Danes) lie dead.

Blooper: Romeo blinks.

Movie: A Night at the Opera (1935)

Scene: Mr. Driftwood (Groucho Marx) complains that his meal at a restaurant in Milan, Italy, costs $9.

Blooper: They didn’t use dollars in Italy…they used lire.

Johnny Depp played guitar on the 1998 Oasis album Be Here Now.


INVENTIVE ADVERTISING

The other day, we were eating delicious Cowboy Burgers at Applebee’s when Uncle John remarked that it seems like advertising is becoming more and more intrusive. Then he took a refreshing sip of his ice-cold Pepsi.

BEER-FOOT

When the town of Creston, British Columbia, couldn’t come up with the $20,000 needed to build a statue of Sasquatch, the Kokanee Brewing Company came to the rescue. But Kokanee’s contribution to the statue fund was contingent on one small change in the design. Now Bigfoot can be sighted in downtown Creston…carrying a 12-pack of Kokanee beer.

HOT CUP OF WHAT?

The advertising company Saatchi & Saatchi came up with a clever idea to help sell Folgers coffee: paint New York City manhole covers so they look like full cups of coffee viewed from above. As the manhole covers emit steam, they look like steaming cups of Folgers coffee. (You know it’s Folgers because the logo appears prominently on the street next to the cover.) One problem: The steam that rises out of the manholes doesn’t smell like coffee, but rather like something much worse and much less appetizing.

FAUX-LANTHROPY

In 2004 Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream responded to a plea from a group of nuns in Amsterdam, Netherlands, to help the homeless. Displaying incredible generosity, the company gave winter jackets to the city’s street people. But every jacket they donated bore the Ben & Jerry’s logo.

PIMP MY DRINK

In 2004 Seagram’s Gin “found” its way into popular songs from such hip-hop artists as Twista, Dem Franchize Boyz, and Kanye West. Another performer, Petey Pablo, scored the year’s second-most-played rap song, “Freek-a-Leek,” which features the lines: “Now I got to give a shout out to Seagram’s Gin / ’Cause I’m drinkin’ it and they payin’ me for it!”

Hedgehog urine was once believed to cure baldness.

AMERICAN GRAFFITI, INC.

Targeting their products to inner-city youth, Sony Music hired graffiti artists to spray-paint ads on walls in many American cities. The ads depicted caricatures of urban kids enjoying Sony music products. City officials, especially in San Francisco, were furious that a major corporation would advocate vandalism and ordered Sony to clean up the walls or face legal action. Sony denied involvement at first, but finally gave in and removed the ads.

SPAM SPAM SPAM SPAM SPAM SPAM SPAM SPAM!

British comedy troupe Monty Python, who routinely made fun of Spam on their 1970s TV show, was paid by Hormel Foods to display cans of the processed meat in Spamalot, their Broadway musical adaptation of the film Monty Python and the Holy Grail. (Spamalot also featured a paid mention of Yahoo!)

A NOVEL APPROACH

In her chick-lit book The Sweetest Taboo, British novelist Carole Matthews changed the car her heroine drives from a Volkswagen Beetle to a Ford Fiesta. Why? Ford paid her—plus they gave Matthews her own Fiesta (which she named Flossie).

JO$E, CAN YOU $EE?

In 2005 famed playwright Neil Simon approved a script change in his 1969 play Sweet Charity: The original version had the characters simply drinking “tequila.” Now they drink “Jose Cuervo’s Gran Centenario Premium Tequila.” And not only that, the Jose Cuervo logo was displayed prominently on some of the sets.

BODY LANGUAGE

In 2005 Karolyne Smith of Salt Lake City offered something unusual on eBay: advertising space…on her forehead. She did it, she says, to send her son to private school. GoldenPalace.com, an online casino, chose the “Buy It Now” option for $10,000, and Smith now has a tattoo of the casino’s logo on her forehead. “To me, $10,000 is like $1 million,” she said. “And it’s a small sacrifice to build a better future for my son.”

A tiger can cover about 30 feet in a single stride.


FAMOUS LAST WORDS

If you could choose your last words, what would they be?

“Curtain! Fast music! Lights!

Ready for the last finale!

Great! The show looks good!”

—Florenz Ziegfeld, Broadway producer, hallucinating on his deathbed

“It hurts.”

—Charles de Gaulle

“Dost thou think that I am afraid of it? This will cure all sorrows. What dost thou fear?

Strike, man, strike!”

—Sir Walter Raleigh, to his executioner

“I’m losing.”

—Frank Sinatra

“I am not going. Do with me what you like. I am not going. Come on! Come on! Take action! Let’s go!”

—Sitting Bull, to the police who were there to arrest him, just before being shot

“Vancouver! Vancouver! This is it! This is…”

—David Johnston, geologist who was killed in the 1980 eruption of Mt. St. Helens

“I’m tired. I’m going back to bed.”

—George Reeves, who starred as Superman in the 1950s, to his friends before shooting himself

“Wait until I have finished my problem!”

—Archimedes, Greek mathematician, to the Roman soldier who captured and killed him

“No.”

—Alexander Graham Bell, in sign language, to his deaf wife, who pleaded, “Don’t leave me.”

“Codeine. Bourbon.”

—Tallulah Bankhead

“Dammit…Don’t you dare ask God to help me!”

—Joan Crawford, to her housekeeper, who was praying for her

“Yeah.”

—John Lennon, to the cop driving him to the hospital, who asked, “Are you John Lennon?”

Think you know everything about Harry Potter? Okay—when’s his birthday? (July 31)


THE MUSTACHE REPORT

We found these stories right under our noses.

WHY THE LONG FACE?

In 2003 Bhupati Das, from the Indian state of West Bengal, announced his plan to break the world record in “mustache weightlifting.” The 48-year-old said he’d been inspired to try it six years earlier when he read about a man who had lifted a typewriter with his mustache. “I made up my mind,” Das said, “and started nursing my mustache.” He “nursed” it to a length of four feet, oiling it twice a day (he had to keep it tucked behind his ears and covered with a cloth while at work). Alas, it was all for naught: He failed to break the Guinness world record of 24kg (52.9 lbs.).

THE STRONG, SILENT TYPE

In 2005 Suzy Walker of Kirkland, Georgia, started going everywhere—even to restaurants and movies—with a life-size mannequin. And the mannequin sported a fake black mustache. She told reporters that she did it because the mannequin, so altered, looked exactly like her husband, a Navy sailor deployed on a submarine. “When I put the mustache on him, I couldn’t believe the resemblance,” she said. Her husband said he’d become the butt of jokes around the sub, but that he didn’t mind—he thought it was funny.

MUSTACHE PAY

In 2004 police in northern India were offered an extra 65 cents a month if they grew mustaches after a researcher found that officers with mustaches are taken more seriously. But superintendent Mayank Jain said that mustaches would be monitored…to make sure that they didn’t give any officers a “mean look.”

SPEED-O

In the 1972 Olympics, mustache-wearing Mark Spitz put on one of the greatest swimming performances in history, winning a record seven gold medals and breaking world records in all seven events. Years later he told Time magazine that a Russian coach at the Games had asked him about the mustache. Spitz jokingly replied that it “deflects water away from my mouth, allows my rear end to rise and makes me bullet shaped in the water, and that’s what had allowed me to swim so great.” The next year, Spitz said, “every Russian male swimmer had a mustache.”

First all-female fire department: Ashville, New York, in 1943.

A STASH OF ’STACHE FACTS

• In the 19th century it was illegal for British Army officers to shave their mustaches. The rule was repealed on October 6, 1916.

• According to the MGAA (Mustache Growers Association of America), October 6 is International Mustache Day.

• Medical researchers say mustaches first appear on adolescent males at the corners of the upper lip and then spread to cover the entire area above the lip.

• There are 27 words for “mustache” in Albanian. Madh describes a bushy one, posht is one that hangs down at the ends, and fshes is a long mustache with bristly hairs. (They also have 27 different words for “eyebrows.”)

• In 2006 author Dax Herrera (we’ve never heard of him, either) sold his mustache, called “the Captain,” on eBay for $105.

• A snood is a type of hair net used to protect and shape mustaches.

• Mustache quiz: How many of the Beatles have mustaches on the cover of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band? (Answer below.)

• During the Victorian era, wax was often used to keep large mustaches in shape. That created a problem for men drinking hot beverages—the heat would melt the wax into the drinks. In 1830 Englishman Harvey Adams invented the “mustache cup.” The cups had a “mustache guard” across the rim, with a small hole that allowed mustached men to safely sip their tea. Mustache cups became popular all over Europe and the United States, and are still made today.

• Quiz answer: All four Beatles have mustaches.

• In 1991 Barbara Mossner of Mount Clemens, Michigan, was ordered to pay her ex-husband $2,800 for damaging his record collection…and for drawing a mustache on his Frank Sinatra poster.

If this page were a nose, these words would be a mustache.


KNOW YOUR PRODUCE

Tired of apples and peas? Need a break from prunes and brussels sprouts? Here’s a list of unusual fruits and vegetables to look for next time you’re at the supermarket.

Burro Banana: A 3- to 5-inch long banana with square sides that tastes kind of lemony when ripe. (There’s also an Ice Cream Banana—a creamy banana with a blue skin.)

Medlar: A small fruit related to both apples and roses, the medlar is pale, freckled, and radish shaped. It takes so long to ripen that it also ferments, giving it a taste similar to wine.

Crosnes: A caterpillar-shaped tuber with a crunch and flavor similar to a Jerusalem artichoke.

Cherimoya: A green, bumpy tropical fruit that tastes like a cross between a banana, a pineapple, and a papaya.

Yuzu: A yellow Japanese fruit, similar in size and shape to a tangerine, but with a flavor that’s stronger than a lemon.

Lychee: The lychee looks so much like a nut that it’s also known as the lychee nut. Beneath the brown, bumpy shell is a clear or white fruit, said to taste like grapes and cherries drizzled with honey.

Durian: A green prickly fruit from Southeast Asia that looks like a hand grenade and smells like stinky feet. It tastes so good that it’s known as the “king of fruits.”

Celeriac: A root that looks like a turnip or a rutabaga, but tastes like celery.

Pomelo: A green thick-skinned cousin of the grapefruit. It’s not as juicy as a grapefruit, but it can grow as large as a basketball.

Scorzonera: A dark, almost black vegetable that has a taste and texture similar to an artichoke.

Chayote: A pear-shaped light-green vegetable that tastes like a cross between an apple and a cucumber.

Kiwano: Also known as the African horned cucumber and the jelly melon, the kiwano is a yellow-orange, oblong, spiky fruit with lime-green flesh that looks like kiwi fruit but tastes like a mix of lemon, banana, and cucumber.

Myth-information: The actual communication from Apollo 13 was “Houston, we’ve had a problem.”


RESEARCH SHOWS…

Unusual findings from the world of science.

FIDGETING MAKES YOU THINNER. In 2005 researchers at the Mayo Clinic put special movement sensors in 20 subjects’ underwear. Ten described themselves as “fidgety”; the other 10 were “couch potatoes.” Finding: Fidgety people are less likely to be obese; their extraneous movements burn an average of 350 calories a day, which could work off 10 to 30 pounds a year.

THINKING MAKES YOU STRONGER. Researchers at the Cleveland Clinic found that imagining doing exercises (but not doing them) actually boosted muscle strength. The study: They had one group of people imagining moving their pinky muscles for 15 minutes a day for 12 weeks, and another group doing nothing. At the end of the study the second group showed no change, but the first group had a 35% increase in pinky strength.

HELL ISN’T SO HOT AFTER ALL. A 2005 “study” determined the temperatures of Heaven and Hell. First, citing Isaiah 30:26, which says that in Heaven “the light of the Moon shall be as the light of the Sun and the light of the Sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days,” they did the math and found that heaven would be 525°C, or 977°F. For Hell they used Revelations 21:8, which describes a “lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” Their calculations determined that a lake of molten brimstone (sulphur) must be at or below its boiling point, around 445°C, or 833°F. The study’s conclusion: “Heaven is hotter than Hell.”

SPOONS HAVE LEGS. Scientists at the Burnet Institute in Melbourne, Australia, secretly numbered 70 teaspoons at the facility and tracked their movements over a five-month period. Result: 80% vanished. They said the teaspoons may have disappeared through counterphenomenological resistentialism, a belief that inanimate objects have a natural aversion to humans. Or, they said, the spoons may have slipped away to a planet populated by “spoonoid” life forms (they really said that). They also said that people could have simply taken them.


THE PILGRIMS, PT. I: A CHURCH DIVIDED

This article started as a short list of facts about the Mayflower, the ship that brought the Pilgrims to America in 1620. But after doing a little research, we found ourselves immersed in a much more fascinating story than we anticipated—the tale of the Pilgrims’ journey to the New World and religious freedom. Here’s Part I, which begins more than a century before the Pilgrims ever set sail.

UNHOLY ROMANS

Most modern democracies regard freedom of religion as a basic human right, but if you lived in Europe in the late Middle Ages, it was a very different story. The Roman Catholic Church was the state church in most of Western Europe. Although there were periods of tolerance for other religions scattered throughout the era, intolerance was largely the norm. But by the 16th century, things were beginning to change.

It all began with the Protestant Reformation, which traces its roots to the German monk Martin Luther, who in 1517 nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg. Sharply critical of the corruption in the Church, Luther’s writings (which spread throughout Europe thanks to another new invention, the printing press) ignited the growing contempt for the Church in other countries. By 1534 the discontent had spread to England, where King Henry VIII cut ties with Rome and founded the Church of England, also known as the “Anglican” Church.

REFORM

But Henry had a personal reason for the break. Luther and the other Reformers broke from Rome on religious principals—they wanted a Church without a pope or bishops, not to mention corruption. The bible was supreme, they said, and they wanted it translated into common German (instead of Latin) so that common people could read and interpret it themselves.

Henry’s reason: The Pope wouldn’t grant him a divorce. His aging wife, Catherine, hadn’t given birth to any male heirs, so the king wanted to divorce her and marry his “consort,” Anne Boleyn. Henry defied the pope: he divorced Catherine and married Anne anyway…and was promptly excommunicated. So in 1534, he created a new state religion, the Church of England, proclaiming himself as its leader.

A yo-yo cannot “sleep” in zero gravity.

PURITANS AND SEPARATISTS

Henry VIII also had the Bible officially translated into English for the first time. (Seventy years later, in 1611, King James I commissioned a new English version—now known as the King James Bible.) But having the Bible in English just added more fuel to an already growing fire of dissent. Now that people could read the Bible for themselves, they questioned why they needed religious leaders to explain the Scriptures to them at all. By then, some English Protestants had already banded together to “purify” the church from its Roman Catholic traditions. Called Puritans by their enemies, they were shunned—often brutally. Yet they remained loyal to the Church of England, hoping to change it from the inside.

A few of the Puritans, however, saw the attempt as hopeless. For them, the Puritan movement was becoming just as strict and oppressive as the Church of England. These people only wanted to worship as they pleased and be left alone. Seeing no other outlet, they decided to “separate” from both the Puritans and the Church of England, forming congregations in the countryside where they secretly practiced their faith in basements and farmhouses. The punishment for being captured: imprisonment, torture, and in some cases, public execution. This group of religious refugees has been known by—and called themselves—many names: Separatists, Saints, Outcomers…today we refer to them as Pilgrims.

Their first spiritual leader was Richard Clyfton, a parson from Nottinghamshire, England, who spoke openly against the Puritan movement. More importantly, he publicly defied the Church of England. Two young men who attended Clyfton’s sermons would one day play very important parts in the settling of America. One was William Brewster, who would lead the Separatists to the Netherlands; the other was William Bradford, who would lead them to America. But before any of that could happen, these “enemies of the state” first had to escape from England.

To discover more about the Pilgrims, sail over to page 215.

Cost effective? It costs 8/10 of a cent to mint a penny.


WEIRD GHOSTS

You might not want to read this page with the lights out.

WANDERING SOLES. Employees at a store in Cornwall, England, claim a ghost has taken up residence in the shop. And the ghost, they say, is obsessed with shoes. “I was standing at the counter,” says a salesclerk named Helen Honey, “when the top shelf of the display began wobbling. Then a pair of deck shoes jumped off the shelf and landed next to each other. I ran out of the shop, screaming.” Locals say the ghost is a former owner of the shop, a butcher, who died in the 1800s.

MOO! Residents of Culver, Oregon, have reported driving a winding section of Highway 97 at night and seeing phantom cows appear suddenly in front of them. The ghost cows have glowing green eyes, and the cars pass right through them. (Moo-ha-ha!)

SCARE-A-VISION. Tracey Taylor of Lower Ince, England, is convinced that her television is haunted. She took a picture of her two-year-old daughter Faith dusting the TV set, and when she got the photos developed, she noticed a mysterious “face” on the screen…even though the set was off. It wasn’t a reflection because there was nobody else in the room. Who was it? When Tracey showed the photo to Faith, the child said, “That’s Ben.”

POLTER-BARF. Indiana State University students report seeing a female ghost in their dormitory. What does it do? It throws up. According to folklore professor Nan McEntire, “Barfing Barb,” as she’s known, has been in the building for decades. Local legend says she’s the spirit of a student who died after a night of drinking.

MEDIUM RARE. Ercy Cardoso of Viamao, Brazil, was shot and killed in 2003. His girlfriend, Iara Barcelos, was charged with the crime but ultimately acquitted thanks to an unusual witness: a medium hired by Barcelos said Cardoso’s ghost appeared to him and dictated two letters swearing to Barcelos’s innocence. A spokesman for the court said the ghost’s testimony was accepted as evidence because the prosecution never registered an objection.

A spider sheds its skin as many as 15 times during its life.


THE AVRO ARROW

If you’re not from Canada, you’ve probably never heard of the Avro Arrow. If you are from Canada, you may never forget it. Here’s the story of the fastest plane that never was.

HERE WE GO AGAIN

When the Soviet Union tested its first nuclear weapon in 1949, just four years after the end of World War II, it began to seem like the next world war, this time a nuclear war, might be just around the corner. The Soviets were also developing long-range bombers—could they be planning to attack Europe and North America?

Canada’s response to the new threat was to develop jet fighters that could intercept and destroy any Soviet bombers before they could attack their targets. The first such aircraft, a jet fighter named the Avro CF-100 Canuck, entered service in 1953. By then, however, the Soviets were already working on a new generation of jet-powered bombers, which would be able to fly higher and faster than any they’d built before. The Royal Canadian Air Force felt they needed a supersonic jet fighter to counter the Soviet threat.

DO IT YOURSELF

Specifically, the RCAF wanted a plane that could fly at Mach 1.5 (one and a half times the speed of sound), climb to 50,000 feet in less than five minutes, and fly for 300 nautical miles without refueling. It also had to be able to fly day or night in any kind of weather. There were no planes in existence or even on the drawing board that could meet those specifications, so in December 1953 the Canadian government awarded Avro Canada Ltd., the builder of the Canuck, a $27 million contract to begin work on developing just such a plane. When completed, it would be the fastest fighter plane ever built.

Building the Arrow, as the plane was called, was problematic from the start. Avro’s plan was to design the airframe and then buy the engines, the weapons systems, and the other major components from outside suppliers. But when its first and second choices for jet engines were both discontinued, Avro decided to design the engines in-house. The company encountered similar problems with its choices of missile and firing systems. All these setbacks caused the cost of the Arrow to soar, but the RCAF remained committed to the project. While this was happening, the Soviet Union detonated its first hydrogen bomb and rolled out two different kinds of jet-powered bombers. There was no time to waste—in 1955 the Canadian government awarded Avro a $260 million contract to build five test planes, followed by 35 production aircraft.

In 1912 the Giants and Yankees played a charity game to raise money for Titanic survivors.

TURNING POINT

Avro had never built a supersonic aircraft before, yet it managed to design and build one of the world’s most sophisticated aircraft in just under four years. It had accomplished a great deal in a very short period of time, but the timing couldn’t have been worse: On the very day that the first flyable prototype was rolled out in front of 12,000 spectators in October 1957, the Soviet Union sent Sputnik, the world’s first artificial Earth satellite, into space. If the Soviets were launching satellites, could nuclear-tipped missiles be very far behind? For a time, defense planners wondered if combat aircraft would become obsolete in the missile age. Meanwhile, the Arrow’s cost kept climbing.

Earlier that year, Canada and the United States had formed the North American Air Defense Command (NORAD) and they’d already began to coordinate their air defense. Cost: $270 million. NORAD’s air defense system called for using Bomarc nuclear-tipped antiaircraft missiles, not fighter planes, to intercept enemy bombers. Could Canada afford both missiles and fighters?

In September 1958, the Canadian Department of Defense calculated that even after having spent $300 million on the Arrow, another $871 million was needed to finish the program. That was an astronomical amount of money in 1958, and Canada had far fewer taxpayers than the U.S. did to shoulder the cost. The government decided that rather than build 40 planes as planned, it would commit only to finishing the handful of airplanes currently under construction. The rest of the program was placed under review.

BLACK FRIDAY

Then, without warning, on the morning of February 20, 1959, the Canadian government announced it was scrapping the Arrow immediately. Avro employees learned of the decision 20 minutes later, and at 4:00 that afternoon it was announced over the P.A. system that all 14,525 of them were out of a job. Another 26,000 Canadians working for Avro subcontractors lost their jobs, too.

Conspiracy? Sugar was first added to chewing gum in 1869…by a dentist.

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

The irony of the cancellation was that in spite of all the problems, Avro had managed to produce a very sophisticated aircraft that had performed exceptionally well in flight testing. At the time the program was cancelled, the company was only two weeks away from fitting the aircraft with improved jet engines that would likely have made it the fastest fighter plane in the world.

Would the Arrow have broken the world speed record? We’ll never know for sure, because shortly after the program was cancelled, the Canadian government ordered everything associated with the program—aircraft, models, tooling, spare parts, even blueprints and photographs—to be destroyed to prevent the technology from falling into the hands of Soviet spies.

Canadian taxpayers had pumped more than $300 million into the project by then, but had literally nothing to show for it. Avro closed its doors; Canada lost its edge in defense aviation and never built another fighter plane. Many of Avro’s top designers and engineers went abroad to find work: Some went to Europe and worked on the Concorde, and more than 30 went to NASA and played leading roles in the effort to land American men on the moon.

JET SET

All that survives today are a couple of engines, a cockpit and nose cone, a few diagrams, odd parts, and some historical photos. This near-total destruction of the Arrow, combined with the fact that it was the most advanced fighter of its day, has elevated the plane to mythical status. “Arrow Heads,” as fans are known, build replicas, trade conspiracy theories, and dream of what might have been. Wishful thinkers look at the 1959 photo showing the jets lined up outside the factory to be destroyed and note that one plane, RL-202, is not in the picture. Does that mean it’s still out there somewhere, waiting to be found? University of Toronto historian Michael Bliss likes to tell his students it’s in a barn in Saskatchewan. “It’s taken out and flown once a year. By Elvis.”

Easternmost capital city in the United States: Augusta, Maine.


DIED ON THE JOHN

From the darker wing of Uncle John’s Stall of Fame, here are some people who took their last breaths in the bathroom. (Someday we’ll probably put Uncle John on the list.)

In 1016, 27-year-old King Edmund II of England was murdered in the bathroom. An assassin hid behind the primitive toilet and, as Edmund sat, the murderer stepped out and quickly shoved his sword twice “into the king’s bowels.”

• Another English monarch, King George II, died on the toilet in 1760 at the age of 77. He woke up at six that morning, drank some chocolate, and an hour later went to the bathroom, where he died of a ruptured aorta.

• Evelyn Waugh, one of the greatest English novelists of the 20th century (Brideshead Revisited, The Loved One) had just returned home from Easter Mass. In recent years, the 62-year-old had put on a lot of weight. He also drank a lot, smoked cigars, and rarely exercised. He died “straining at stool” in the bathroom, April 10, 1966.

• Perhaps the most famous death-by-toilet is Elvis Presley’s. A combination of weight gain and too many prescription drugs gave the 42-year-old singer a heart attack while he was “takin’ care of business.” (At the time of his death he was reading a book entitled The Scientific Search for the Face of Jesus.)

• Movie producer Don Simpson (Top Gun, Flashdance) died in 1996. While rumors persisted that he died of a cocaine overdose, the truth was more humble and embarrassing: He died of a heart attack while going to the bathroom.

• It’s commonly believed that Catherine the Great of Russia died after being “crushed” by a horse. True? Na-a-a-a-a-y. On that fateful day in 1796, she suffered a stroke while sitting on the toilet, but died in her bed several hours later.

Donald Duck’s “official” address: 1313 Webfoot Walk, Duckburg, Calisota.


Q & A: ASK THE EXPERTS

Everyone’s got a question or two they’d like answered—basic stuff, like “Why is the sky blue?” Here are a few of those questions, with answers from some of the nation’s top trivia experts.

TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF
Q: Why do leaves change color in the fall?
A: “The carotenoids (pigments in photosynthesizing cells), which are responsible for the fall colors, are always present in a tree’s leaves. During the growing season, however, those colors are eclipsed by the green of chlorophyll. Toward the end of summer, when the chlorophyll production ceases, the other colors of the carotenoids (yellow, orange, red, or purple) become visible.” (From The Handy Science Answer Book, by the Carnegie Library)

HOT, BUT NOT

Q: Why do people sweat when they eat really spicy food?

A: “Spicy foods, such as chili peppers, contain a chemical that stimulates the same nerve endings in the mouth as a rise in temperature does. The nerves don’t know what caused the stimulation; they just send a message to the brain telling it that the temperature near the face has risen. The brain reacts by activating cooling mechanisms around the face, and one of these mechanisms is perspiration.” (From Ever Wonder Why?, by Douglas B. Smith)

REALITY BITES

Q: How come you can’t feel a mosquito bite until it starts to itch?

A: “The female mosquito’s biting technique is so skillful that most humans cannot feel it. After a minute or two of resting on the skin, she presses her lancets into a nice, juicy capillary—the insertion takes about a minute. It’s barely noticeable because the mosquito lubricates her mouthparts with her own saliva before biting. Most of us become aware of the itching only after the mosquito is long gone—not because of the bite or the loss of blood, but because of the saliva left behind. It acts not only as a lubricant, but also as an anesthetic. For most people, the saliva is a blessing, since it allows us to be oblivious to the fact that our blood is being sucked. Unfortunately, it contains anticoagulant components that can cause allergic reactions—the itchy bumps that make us wonder why mosquitoes exist in this otherwise wonderful world.” (From Do Penguins Have Knees?, by David Feldman)

A human body decomposes four times faster in water than on land.

YECCH!

Q: Why do so many kids hate liver and Brussels sprouts?

A: Short answer: they’re disgusting. Long answer: “Liver and Brussels sprouts have unusual textures and odors as well as bland, gray-green coloring. But probably the biggest reason is the strong taste. Children’s taste buds are just developing, and haven’t matured enough to enjoy these two delicacies. Liver actually tastes more bitter to a kid’s taste buds than to an adult’s.” (From Funny You Should Ask, by Marg Meikle)

METER READERS

Q: How are TV ratings determined?

A: “The ACNielsen Corporation does them, sampling a cross section of households from all over the United States. Samples include homes from all 50 states and people of all ages, income groups, geographic areas, ethnicities, and educational levels—all in proportion to their presence in the population at large. Special meters, known as ‘set-top meters,’ are installed to capture information about what channel is being viewed in about 25,000 households. The data is automatically retrieved by Nielsen computers each night, then relayed via phone lines to the operations center in Florida, and processed that same night for release to the television industry the next day.” (Nielsen Media Research)

UNCLE JOHN’S WEIGHT-LOSS SYSTEM

Q: Every time you fart, do you lose a little weight?

A: “Actually, there is some reason to believe that after a good toot you weigh more—slightly. Two of the principal components of flatus are hydrogen and methane, which are both lighter than air. Thus it is conceivable that when you deflate, as it were, you lose buoyancy and add poundage. On the other hand, it is not clear what the ambient pressure of gas in the intestines is—a critical factor, since even a light gas under sufficient compression weighs the same as or more than air.” (From The Straight Dope, by Cecil Adams)

A group of hares is called a down. (A group of hairs is called a wig.)


BIERCE-ISMS

Author and newspaper columnist Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914) often peppered his articles with his own humorous—and cynical—definitions for common words. Here are a few of our favorites.

Dentist: A magician who, putting metal into your mouth, pulls coins out of your pocket.

Positive: Mistaken, at the top of one’s voice.

Acquaintance: A person whom we know well enough to borrow from, but not well enough to lend to.

Dog: An additional Deity designed to catch the overflow and surplus of the world’s worship.

Clairvoyant: A person who has the power of seeing that which is invisible to her patron—namely, that he is a blockhead.

Revolution: An abrupt change in the form of misgovernment.

Corporation: An ingenious device for obtaining individual profit without individual responsibility.

Admiration: Our polite recognition of another’s resemblance to ourselves.

Saint: A dead sinner, revised and edited.

Alliance: The union of two thieves who have their hands so deeply inserted in each other’s pockets that they cannot separately plunder a third.

Responsibility: A detachable burden easily shifted to the shoulders of God, Fate, Fortune, Luck, or one’s neighbor.

Appeal: In law, to put the dice into the box for another throw.

Coward: One who in a perilous emergency thinks with his legs.

Famous: Conspicuously miserable.

Friendship: A ship big enough to carry two in fair weather, but only one in foul.

Husband: One who, having dined, is charged with the care of the plate.

Meekness: Uncommon patience in planning a revenge that is worthwhile.

Outcome: A particular type of disappointment.

Love: A temporary insanity curable by marriage.

Geography fact: Brazil is larger than all 48 contiguous United States combined.


IT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA AT THE TIME

Life is constantly presenting us with interesting challenges. These challenges have many possible solutions…some good, some not so good, and some just plain bad. These belong in the third category.

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS

Challenge: A tourist at Montana’s Glacier National Park wanted to take a picture of a squirrel that had scurried away into its rocky den.

Bad Idea: Trying to coax the animal out of its lair, the man dangled his only set of car keys in front of the opening.

Outcome: The squirrel darted out, snatched the keys right out of the man’s hand, and disappeared back into the ground. Rangers tried to assist the frantic tourist, but the squirrel (and the keys) were nowhere to be found. The man had to call a locksmith out to the park and pay a hefty sum to get his car back on the road.

BACKFIRING BOOBY TRAP

Challenge: A 66-year-old Dutchman had some very important “stuff” in his garden shed and was afraid someone would steal it.

Bad Idea: Using some ropes, he devised a booby trap that hung a shotgun inside the door and set it to go off when the door was opened. Then he proudly opened the door to give his friends a demonstration.

Outcome: The man was shot in the stomach by his own gun and needed emergency surgery. After he recovered, he went to jail. (Police discovered the “stuff” he was guarding: 15 full-grown marijuana plants.)

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Challenge: A 29-year-old St. Paul, Minnesota, man, identified only as Robert, wanted to clean the grit out of his bathtub.

Bad Idea: He used gasoline to clean the tub, which left the bathroom smelling really bad. To mask the odor, Robert lit aromatic candles.

The cables on the Golden Gate Bridge contain 80,000 miles of steel wire.

Outcome: Robert blew up his apartment. He sustained severe burns, but survived. (The apartment did not.)

DROVE MY CHEVY TO THE LEVEE

Challenge: In 1993, 24-year-old James Scott lived on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River. His wife worked on the Missouri side. All Scott wanted to do was “party,” but his wife wouldn’t let him.

Bad Idea: Scott removed some sandbags from a nearby levee, hoping the river would wash out the road that his wife used to take home.

Outcome: Not only did Scott wash out the road…he also flooded 14,000 acres, destroying crops as well as dozens of homes and businesses, and causing a local bridge to be closed for more than three months. After bragging about his “success” to his friends, Scott was arrested and sentenced to life in prison (the maximum penalty for “causing a catastrophe”).

IN NEED OF A LIFT

Challenge: Somjet Korkeaw, a 42-year-old office worker from Bangkok, Thailand, was leaving work on a Saturday afternoon when he suddenly realized he’d forgotten something and had to return to his office on the 99th floor to get it. Unfortunately, the passenger elevators had already been turned off for the weekend and the stair doors were locked.

Bad Idea: He decided to take a small cargo elevator (designed to carry food and documents). It was small, so he had to crouch into a ball to fit, but it was the only way back to the office.

Outcome: Korkeaw weighed 150 pounds, far too heavy for the lift to carry. Result: It got stuck between floors. He had to wait, bent over and crammed inside the little box, for more than 40 hours until the building reopened on Monday morning.

SHELL SHOCK

Challenge: A 19-year-old man from Spokane, Washington, wanted to make a necklace out of bullets. The only way to string the necklace together was to punch holes in the live ammunition.

Bad Idea: He punched a hole in the live ammunition.

Outcome: He survived the explosion, but will never play piano again.

First horror movie: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1908).


FALSE FRIENDS

What do you call English words that look or sound exactly like words in other languages, but have entirely different meanings? Linguists call them “false friends” because they can get you into trouble. A few examples:

Kill (Mideast): Good friend

Fatal (Germany): Annoying

Lawman (Surinam): Lunatic

Sky (Norway): Cloud

City (Czech): Feelings

Slut (Sweden): End

Alone (Italy): Halo

Bless! (Iceland): Goodbye!

Fart (Turkey): Exaggerating

Bog (Russia): God

Arse (Turkey): Violin bow

Turd (Iran): Fragile

Chew (Ethiopia): Salt

Brat (Russia): Brother

Dad (Albania): Wet nurse

Blubber (Netherlands): Mud

Babe (Swaziland): Priest

Beast (Iran): Twenty

Santa (Mideast): Wart

After (Germany): Anus

Made (Netherlands): Maggot

Pasta (Portugal): Briefcase

Bizarro (Spain): Brave

Bank (Netherlands): Bench

Pies (Poland): Dog

Mama (Georgia): Father

Kiss (Sweden): Urine

Mist (Germany): Manure

King (Estonia): Shoe

Bean (Ireland): Woman

Sex (Sweden): Six

Billion (France): Trillion

Travesty (Greece): Transvestite

Big (Netherlands): Piglet

Flint (Sweden): Bald head

Ale (Finland): Discount

Four (France): Oven

Bimbo (Japan): Poor person

Groin (France): Snout

Helmet (Finland): Pearls

Bra (Sweden): Good

Air (Indonesia): Water

Coin (Scotland): Dogs

Cat (Indonesia): Paint

Shh! The word “listen” contains the same letters as the word “silent”.


SNAKES ON A…

Get these @*%$*%& snakes off this @*%$*%& page!

BED

A woman in Leith, Scotland, was cleaning her bedroom when she went to remove her son’s toy snake from the bed. Only problem: It wasn’t a toy. The snake lunged at her, then slid under the sheets. The terrified woman jumped up on a chair and called her fiancé, who rushed home and was able to catch the two-foot-long reptile. It turned out to be be a harmless corn snake. They don’t know how it got into the bed.

…CAN

In 2005 a woman in Florida required three days in the hospital after she was bitten on the leg by a venomous snake…in her toilet. Alicia Bailey said the snake—which disappeared and was not recovered—was a water moccasin, and a large one. She also said the incident had a lasting impact. “We’re currently very uncomfortable in our home,” she said, “and toilet shy.”

…STATUE

A 16-foot-long albino king cobra was found wrapped around a statue of the the Hindu goddess Amman in a Malaysian temple in 2006. King cobras are incredibly fearsome: They can make a third of their body length vertical (meaning one this large could look eye-to-eye with a human) and can deliver enough venom to kill an elephant. But seeing one is a good omen in Hindu mythology, and over the next two days more than 30,000 people passed through the temple to see the snake, leaving offerings of milk and eggs. After two days in the temple, the snake slithered away, having injured no one.

…ALLIGATOR

In 2005 rangers in Florida’s Everglades National Park were stunned to find a 6-foot-long alligator protruding from the stomach of a 13-foot-long snake. Both were dead. The Burmese python had swallowed the alligator whole, and the alligator had then apparently tried to claw its way out—its tail and back legs protruded from the snake’s ruptured belly. Burmese pythons thrive in the Everglades, but they aren’t native; they started out as escaped pets. Scientists call the find “an ominous sign” that the non-native snakes could dangerously disrupt the area’s ecosystem by replacing the alligator as the top predator. But maybe not: The python’s head was missing, causing one biologist to surmise that another alligator may have come along and bitten it off.

First state to list its Web site on its license plate: Pennsylvania.

…CAT

Another Burmese python made the news in 2006, when Interlachen, Florida, resident Nicole Salvatore walked into a friend’s house. The friend wasn’t home, but a 12-foot-long python was… and it was eating her friend’s cat. The cat was dead by the time the owner, Dianne Turner, arrived home. Amazingly, Florida Fish and Wildlife officials advised Turner that she was not allowed to kill the snake. “All we could do was stand there and watch that snake eat the cat,” Salvatore said. The python had escaped from its outdoor pen in a neighbor’s yard. (The kitty’s name: Burrito.)

…YES, A PLANE

Pilot Monty Coles of West Virginia was about to land his Piper Cherokee in Ohio in 2006 when a snake stuck its head out of the instrument panel. Coles was 3,000 feet in the air at the time. He swatted at the four-foot-long snake, causing it to drop to the floor near his feet. As it started to slither away, Coles grabbed it behind its head. “It coiled all around my arm,” he said after landing, “and its tail grabbed hold of a lever on the floor and started pulling.” Coles radioed for permission to make an emergency landing: “They came back and asked what my problem was. I told them I had one hand full of snake and the other hand full of plane.” He added, “Nothing in any of the manuals ever described anything like this.”
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