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Introduction


Hacking your way to financial independence is one of the best ways to get your life on track.


If you follow the hacks in this book, you’ll start to see results right away. In some cases, those results may be small at first, but a penny saved is a penny earned, and if you add up enough pennies…well, you can see where this is going. You’ll find that as your financial independence grows, other things in your life fall into place!


The 275+ hacks in Money Hacks will help you get started today with improving your money management. You’ll find information on everything from the basics of personal finance to more complicated questions such as investment and retirement planning. You’ll find simple but effective hacks that will save money and offer better ways to make it work for you.


Money Hacks will teach you how to:




	Make small changes that help you save money…without even noticing


	Stop overspending, even on things you think you need (like groceries)


	Choose the best repayment plan to finally tackle those student loans


	Make the most of your credit card by learning about rewards


	And more!





Whether you’re making your first budget, wondering how you’ll ever pay off your debt, or thinking about how to afford that one big thing you daydream about, Money Hacks has your back. And when you hit roadblocks along the way and need a boost of motivation, you can revisit any page for a quick refresher to help you get back on track.










CHAPTER ONE Curb Mindless Spending
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HACK 1 Avoid the Spending Trap!



How many times have you anxiously waited for your next payday, confused about where all your money went? Odds are, you’re not fully aware of your spending and what triggers it. And those small purchases add up quickly to eat away at your budget.


Take a look at your debit and credit transactions for the past month or so to identify your spending patterns:




	Do you pick up breakfast sandwiches on your way to work?


	Are your bar tabs all from happy hours that went later than planned?


	Can you never get out of a big-box store for less than $50?


	Do you keep picking up the bill for lunch with friends?





Once you know when, where, and why you’re spending more than you’re comfortable with on a regular basis, you can strategize how to pull back. Think about breakfast the night before to avoid the morning rush. Send your friend a Venmo request for their share of the bill while you’re still sitting at the diner. Set an alarm on your phone so you don’t order “just one more drink” after happy hour has ended. Head to the store after work—when you have less time to browse.


It’s hard to avoid spending traps when you have no idea what they are. Once you get intimate with your spending habits, you can restructure your time and activities—not necessarily to cut out those expenses completely, but to pull them back to a more comfortable place.





HACK 2 Make a Financial Bucket List



It’s possible to make a budget that doesn’t feel restrictive and severe. You just have to put your money in the right bucket.


Rather than make an extensive budget spreadsheet with lines for each and every way you’ve ever spent money, break your budget into just three buckets:




	Essentials bucket (50 percent)


	Savings bucket (20 percent)


	Everything Else bucket (30 percent)





Your budget will look like this:


FIRST, PLAN THE ESSENTIALS


Fifty percent of your budget should go to “needs.” This includes everything from your rent, to the parking garage at work, to your groceries and prescriptions. If it’s an expense that rolls around every month and is necessary for daily survival, it goes into this bucket.


NEXT, SAVE A LITTLE


Any money you put in your savings accounts—whether it’s short-term savings or contributions to a retirement account—goes into this bucket. If you’re paying off debt of any kind (credit cards, student loans, medical bills), put those monthly payments in the Savings bucket too. It should add up to about 20 percent of your take-home pay.



AND NOW FOR EVERYTHING ELSE


If it’s not essential, it’s not helping you save, and it’s not helping you get out of debt, then it goes into the Everything Else bucket. Some things that might fit here:




	Your gym membership


	Holiday gifts


	Concert tickets


	Magazine subscriptions





Having a hard time filling up that Savings bucket? See what expenses from Everything Else you can reduce or cut out completely.





HACK 3 Don’t Quit Cold Turkey—Cut Back



The idea of cutting out a budget category probably makes you nervous. But being mindful about your spending doesn’t have to be an all-or-nothing game. Instead of forcing yourself to go entirely without, reduce spending on that category by just 10 percent each month. You won’t see sudden, drastic change in your budget, but the shift will be a lot easier to stomach.


Say you spent $148 at coffee shops last month. The idea of never buying coffee is enough to make you want to hide from your budget forever, but what if you challenged yourself to spend just 10 percent less on coffee this month? That’s $14.80 less, for a total of $133.20. Then, next month, see if you can bring that expense down by 10 percent again to $119.88. By introducing incremental shifts instead of huge, radical changes, you’re more likely to stick with your new, moderately reduced habits.




HACK 4 Never Miss a Payment



While you may get reminders by email when your bills are due, don’t rely on them as the sole reminder of whom you owe money to and when. Whether you use a paper planner or the calendar on your phone, put the due date for every single bill—and the amount—on your calendar each and every month.


Don’t let yourself get lazy after a few months, thinking you’ve got all those due dates memorized. Having your bills noted on your calendar each and every month is a reminder of how much you’re spending on recurring costs month in and month out. If there’s an area that needs attention, it’ll be on your mind the minute you open your calendar.





HACK 5 Make a Wish List



The tricky thing about avoiding impulse buys is that it’s not the stuff that’s the problem—it’s our brains. When we’re feeling sad, stressed, or even bored, our brain searches for happiness. And from childhood, we learn that getting something new (a toy, candy, or some other reward) makes us happy—at least, for a little while.


But that immediate sense of happiness doesn’t last. If you buy something on a whim without thinking through whether you really want to spend your money on it, you can end up with buyer’s remorse (and often a headache-inducing return process, if you can even return the item). Instead of giving in to the urge to get something fun and new, resist impulse buying by instituting a cooling-off period whenever you want to make a purchase you haven’t already planned.


There are a few ways you can do this. One option is to make a wish list of all the items you want. Maybe it’s a new pair of boots, the new book by your favorite author, or those earrings you saw in a boutique window. Then wait a week. Revisit your list and see if you feel as excited about the items on it as you did when you first wrote them down. Don’t check the price to see if the item went on sale—just revisit your gut reaction. If you still want the item, go ahead and get it if your budget allows. But if your interest has waned, it’s a sign it just isn’t worth your money.





HACK 6 Do the 10/10 Rule



Don’t think you can last a week with that object from your wish list on your mind? Work up to it with the 10/10 rule from writer Kristin Wong. When you want to buy something, wait for ten minutes. Then, if you’re still thinking about the item and it costs less than $10, go ahead and get it. But if you’re still not sure after ten minutes and it costs more than $10, put it back. This rule gives your brain time to cool down from the initial excitement of potentially buying something, but you won’t agonize about it for too long. It helps curb impulse buys especially well when you have limited time to shop.




HACK 7 Simplify Your Coffee



Fancy coffee drinks can put a pep in your step…but can also drain your wallet. If cutting caffeine is out of the question, it’s time to be strategic about your order.


One option is to find a cheaper drink that tastes just as good. If you enjoy frosty blended drinks, maybe an iced coffee with a shot of your favorite flavor would hit the spot. If you like frothy milk, replace your latte with a café au lait. If you’re not sure what to try, ask your favorite barista if there’s a “simpler” version of your favorite drink.


Or strip down your order to the basics and customize on your own. Order your coffee extra-hot and wait until you get into the office to add a splash of almond milk!


Maybe this trick only saves you 50 cents—maybe a dollar. But over time, that amount can add to your savings without leaving you feeling sluggish.





HACK 8 Hack Your Spending with the Envelope Method



Controlling your spending doesn’t stop at making a budget and allocating your money to various categories. Next, you have to stick to the plan you create. One way to do that is to go old-school and spend more cash money instead of swiping all the time.


The envelope method, a favorite of personal finance expert Dave Ramsey, involves putting exactly the amount of cash you have budgeted for each category in a physical envelope. Your envelope categories might include:




	Groceries


	Toiletries and cosmetics


	Gas


	Pet food and care





That’s just to name a few. Make envelopes for each category that appears in your budget. When the envelope for that category is empty, you’re done spending in that category for the rest of the month. You can pluck cash from another envelope if you really need to make a purchase in that now-empty category, but you’ll have to make a sacrifice somewhere in the end.


The envelope method isn’t a great fit for recurring expenses you pay online or by mail, like housing costs and utilities. But for anything that varies—and any category that has potential for you to save money on the fly—the envelope method is a good option.


And don’t worry, you don’t have to carry a bunch of envelopes full of cash with you everywhere. Know you’re going out to dinner and a movie? Take your “restaurants” and “entertainment” envelopes and you’ll be all set for your night out.





HACK 9 Aim for Zero



Want to feel even more in control of your money each month? Try using a zero-based budget. With this method, every single dollar you bring home each month gets allocated to a particular category. The goal is to make your expenses for the month match your income to the penny.


That doesn’t mean you should spend every penny you make. It means that every penny is accounted for and assigned to a budget category. You’ll still determine how much money you want to go toward savings, credit card payments, student loan payments, eating out, and gifts. This method ensures that you aren’t underspending in areas that are priorities to you (like transferring money to savings or giving to charity), while also giving you strict limits for those discretionary categories you’re not as good at predicting each month (like groceries or entertainment).


If you find your total for the month comes to something below zero instead of zero exactly, you’ll have to decide which categories to adjust in order to hit that magic number. Working out the math can take time, and it might seem daunting, but if you want a strong foundation for your finances, it’s worth trying.


Be prepared to reallocate funds as needed throughout the month to maintain that perfect zero. It’s also a good idea to leave any leftover funds in a “miscellaneous” category for your first few tries to provide a safety net, just in case.





HACK 10 Carry Big Bills



When you open your wallet and see a couple of crumpled dollar bills, you probably don’t feel very rich. With enough of those dollars, you can visit the vending machine at work or grab a drive-thru dinner on the way home.


But how would you feel if you opened your wallet to find a crisp $20? Would you still feel compelled to spend it? Or would you want to hold on to it as long as possible?


Researchers have found that you’re less likely to spend a single large bill (like a $20 or $50) than the same amount in smaller bills. Once you break a larger bill into smaller currency, the likelihood that you’ll spend it increases. The next time you visit the ATM or request cash back, opt for $20s instead of smaller bills. You’ll probably find that you hold on to them a little longer.




HACK 11 Declutter Your Phone



Here’s how most shopping apps wind up on your phone—you’re browsing in a store, when you notice a sign that says you can get a discount on today’s purchase if you download the app and show it at the register. The app is free, it takes two minutes, and it’s a way better proposition than signing up for a store credit card. But before you know it, you have five or ten store apps on your phone, and you can’t figure out how to get them to stop sending you notifications about sales you shouldn’t miss.


Want to cut the clutter from your phone and get fewer distractions trying to separate you from your money? Simply delete the apps. If you change your mind down the road, you can always re-download the app.





HACK 12 Unfollow Your Favorite Brands



Some experts claim we see more than five thousand advertisements every day. That may seem extreme, but there’s no doubt that you see at least a few dozen when you’re scrolling through your favorite social media feed.


It’s easier than ever to keep up with your favorite brands, but that convenience also creates the temptation to make unnecessary purchases. And social media sites use your interests and activity to show you ads they think you’ll like, which increases that temptation.


Next time you feel yourself getting sucked into an endless scroll of picture-perfect ads, unfollow the businesses you’ve liked. You won’t be able to avoid ads completely, but you’ll be able to dodge those constant reminders of new items, “can’t-miss” sales, or limited-time offers that can derail your budget. It may feel extreme at first, but decluttering your social feeds is far less restrictive than trying to reduce your scroll time overall, and it’ll help you avoid the temptation to spend.





HACK 13 Keep Temptation Out of Your Inbox



What do you look at first when you pick up your phone or open your laptop in the morning? It’s probably your email inbox, which, by the time you wake up each day, is packed with promotional emails from businesses. Some of them are brands you enjoy and shop frequently, while for others, you may wonder how you even got on their mailing list in the first place.


Each company that emailed you wants the same thing: your money. And who can resist the pull of a 20 percent–off coupon, a clearance sale, or a buy-one, get-one-free offer?


You can. If you have a hard time resisting the temptation of all those promotional offers cluttering up your inbox, it’s time to unsubscribe. Many web-based email services make it easy to unsubscribe with a single click right when you open up that sale email. Or, if you need some help battling back the clutter, you can sign up for a free service like Unroll.me.


What about those times when you’re shopping for something specific and you don’t want to miss your chance to use a coupon code? Set up a new email account just for promotional emails, and only check it when you have a specific store or website in mind. Set up an email with an obvious name like stephanieshopping@emails.com to remind you of its purpose—and that it should be used sparingly.





HACK 14 Don’t Fall for the Free Shipping Trap



Free shipping on orders over $25. Over $35. Over $75! Some stores seem to make it impossible to get your online order shipped for free. And, of course, your cart somehow always tends to come in just a penny or two short of the minimum. So, you go hunting around for something inexpensive to buy to push you over the threshold to free shipping.


Unless you truly need another pair of socks, remove those extra items from your cart and stick to what you originally planned to buy before you looked at your total. Then check the price for shipping—yes, regular old full-price shipping. In most cases, you’ll find that the cost to have your order shipped is less than the cheapest thing you’ll find on the entire website.


Plus, looking at your cart with shipping fees added gives you one last opportunity to make sure you really want to make that online purchase. Are you willing to pay $5 to have that sweater arrive in a week or less? Are you willing to pay $9 for your new gadget to be delivered via priority shipping? If not, you might just be bored and shopping for the thrill of it. In that case, can you delete the whole cart and save your money? If you’re confident the cost of shipping is worth it for the item you’ve chosen, then it’s probably a well-planned purchase.





HACK 15 Streamline Your Subscriptions



When you subscribe to a magazine, streaming service, or makeup trial kit, you probably notice the cost per month. What’s $5 or $10 here or there? So, you start adding more streaming services, or a newspaper subscription, or another app, or you sign up for one of those companies that sends you a new pair of yoga pants every month.


But the cost of subscribing is more than just the monthly fee—you’re paying twelve times a year for that product or service. Do you really need that much of what you’re paying for?


Review your transactions from the past month to see what digital and physical subscriptions you’re buying. While you’re at it, check whether the monthly price is what you expect. Many subscriptions start you off at a lower introductory price, then increase it once you’re hooked. Or perhaps you signed up for a free trial, then forgot to cancel the service once your trial ended.


Auditing your subscriptions doesn’t mean depriving yourself of the content or products you enjoy. It simply requires you to take stock of where your money is going. Once you know, you can consider the cost per year for those subscriptions. You may discover a few you’re not enjoying as much as you hoped. If that’s the case, it’s time to cancel and put that money back into your budget, where you can spend it on something that matters to you.





HACK 16 Ditch the Shopping Cart!



This tip works best for people who get around on foot or by public transit, but even if you drive a lot, you can try it too. The next time you run into the store for “just a few things,” challenge yourself to purchase only what you can carry. In theory, that means you only purchase the things you set out to buy in the first place: toilet paper, dog food, a frozen pizza for dinner.


But the minute you pick up a basket—or worse, start pushing a cart—the more likely you are to find excuses to buy items that aren’t on your list. It’s hard to pass up a discount or walk past the item that jogs your memory of something you need.


But if you can’t carry it, it doesn’t come home with you—at least, not with this tactic. That means buying the appropriate size of what you need, rather than the extra-large package. It means telling the cashier you “just need one” when she tells you about a buy-one, get-one-half-off deal.


If you can’t easily get the items home in your own two hands (or that tote bag you always take with you), they don’t leave the store. If you’ve ever waddled home under the weight of overstuffed shopping bags and vowed you’d never do that again, you’ll find your load is a bit lighter in no time.





HACK 17 Write It Down



Want to keep a better eye on your money? Get a reality check by keeping a handwritten money ledger for an entire month. It doesn’t have to be fancy—you can keep your money log in a small notebook, inside your planner or agenda, or on a legal pad you keep at your desk.


The only thing you have to do is write down the amount you spent, where you spent it, and when. If you purchase a variety of items in one place—say you pick up groceries, an item of clothing, and some home improvement tools from a big-box store on Saturday—break down your receipt by category to get even clearer on where your money is going. Be sure to update your log each day, if not immediately after you make each purchase. At the end of the month, add up what you’ve spent in each category and think about how each one makes you feel. Does your spending seem lopsided? Do those purchases make you feel happy, sad, or neutral?


On its surface, keeping a handwritten log doesn’t prevent you from spending money. What it does help you do is reflect on what you’ve spent and how you’ve spent it. It can help you recognize patterns in your spending or categories where you may be spending too much. Then, you can use your ledger to help you make your budget or re-evaluate it to match your priorities.





HACK 18 Save 100 Percent



Window shopping is a fun way to pass the time, until a sign tempts you with an ad for 40 or 50 percent off. “I should take a look inside,” you might say. “I could save 40 percent.”


Do you know what’s better than saving 40 percent? Saving 100 percent. That’s how much you’ll save if you never walk into the shop in the first place. You probably don’t need anything there anyway (check your list of wants if you’re unsure).


Imagine your local gourmet food shop is going out of business. Cheese is 50 percent off, and bottles of wine are 40 percent off. Those ingredients would make a delicious low-cost picnic for you and a few friends. But if you’re not already planning that picnic, you’re just spending money to stock up. The cheese might even go bad before you have a chance to enjoy it.


Saving 100 percent is the ultimate money-saving hack: You can’t spend any money if you don’t go inside. You’ll keep 100 percent of your money in your pocket, maximizing your savings without spending a dime.





HACK 19 Reconsider Whether Membership Is Worth It



It’s not just Amazon Prime. So many retailers offer faster shipping and other perks for shoppers who pay for a membership. They can offer great savings if you’re a frequent shopper. But you might find that the perks aren’t enough to make your investment truly worth the cost.


Take a look at your membership accounts at e-commerce sites like Amazon, Sephora, or Barnes & Noble, as well as traditional shopping memberships like Costco or Sam’s Club. Are you really shopping there enough to make it worth the cost of paying up front for shipping?


One way to evaluate whether you need a membership for free shipping is to look at the total cost of each order you’ve made in the past few months. Do your orders typically exceed a spending threshold that provides free shipping anyway? Unless you’re spending small amounts of money on frequent orders, you can probably eliminate your need for the membership with a bit of planning before clicking “place order.”





HACK 20 Stop Those Free Trials



Who wants to pay for something before you’re really sure you want it? It’s so convenient to try a new product or service by taking advantage of a free trial.


But did you read the fine print on that free offer? Usually, a company will require you to save your credit card information so it can start charging you after your free trial ends. Some trials last a week, while some last two weeks, a month, or more. These different lengths make it hard for you to track what’s due when, and make it more likely that the free trial will wind up costing you money. Bankrate found that 59 percent of people who signed up for a free trial were later charged against their will!


Avoid being in that 59 percent by thinking twice before signing up for a free trial. If you truly want to try a product or service before paying, take note of the day your free trial will end and what the balance will be if you don’t cancel. Then put a note on your calendar for three to five days prior to that expiration date to make sure you don’t miss your chance to cancel in time.


If you want another layer of protection, use a prepaid card or a one-time-use virtual credit card number when you sign up for your free trial. Some services won’t allow you to use a prepaid debit card to sign up for a free trial, but many will.





HACK 21 Make a List



No matter how well you budget for those month-after-month expenses, the irregular ones can trip you up. Maybe your car insurance is due twice each year, your alumni association fees are due in May, your magazines all renew in July, and the domain for your personal website renews each October. Sure, you can mark those due dates on your calendar, but how can you plan ahead for them instead of stealing from other categories during the month when the bill arrives?


It’s all a matter of division. Make a list—consider an online spreadsheet so you can keep it updated—of every single yearly, biannual, or quarterly bill you’ll pay this year. Add them all up, then divide the result by 12. That’s how much money you need to put aside each month so you’re prepared when these irregular but scheduled expenses roll around. You might call this line in your budget “subscriptions and dues,” referring to your list when you want further details.


When it’s time to switch things up—maybe you decide to quit one professional association that’s not serving you and, instead, join a different one—you can do the math on your separate worksheet, then make a change to a single line of your monthly budget.


Just don’t forget to put that monthly allotment somewhere you can access when you need it—and somewhere that won’t tempt you in between bills. If you have a savings account linked to your checking for stashing short-term savings, that would be an ideal spot for it.





HACK 22 Check Your Bank Account



How much money is in your checking account right now? If you don’t know the answer, it’s time to set aside a few minutes each day to check on your money.


Many banking and finance apps make this easier than ever: You can set a notification to pop up at the same time each day with your balance. Start every morning with a reminder of your balance, and you’re more likely to keep that amount in mind as you go about your day. If money is tight, you get a reminder not to overdraw your account; if your balance is flush, you can feel comfortable for the day or maybe challenge yourself to save a bit extra today. A little awareness each day—especially when you don’t even need to manually log in to your bank account to check your balance—can go a long way in providing financial peace of mind.




HACK 23 Never Start a Tab



“Do you want to start a tab?” It’s the most innocent question you’ll hear at a bar or maybe even at your local café. Why wouldn’t you want to just pay one bill at the end of your visit? Because it’s too easy to ignore how much money you’re spending until it’s too late.


If you pay round by round, you’ll see and feel the money leaving your hands (or at least, imagine it leaving your card), leave a tip, and think a bit harder about whether you really want another drink. By making it harder to order a drink knowing you have to take the extra step of paying right away, you’re less likely to complete the process a second or third time.





HACK 24 Think Big with “Bonus” Money



How you manage your money depends in part on how often you get paid. You’ll budget differently if you get paid once per month versus twice per month, and so on.


But if you get paid every other week, pay attention to the calendar: You get twenty-six paychecks a year. Typically, you’ll get two paychecks per month for a total of twenty-four. But twice a year, you’ll get a third paycheck at the very tail end of the month. When it happens depends on your pay schedule and the calendar, so look ahead to count out the months when you can plan to receive an “extra” paycheck.


What you do with that “extra” money is up to you. The thing that matters more than having this “bonus” check is that you decide ahead of time how you’ll use it.




	If you’ve had some unexpected expenses, now’s the time to pay them off.


	If your expenses for the next month are already covered, you might throw that money into an extra debt payment (more on that in Chapter 3).


	If you’re planning ahead, you might choose to stash that third paycheck into savings for when unexpected expenses crop up.


	If the rest of your budget looks good, you could use the extra cash to boost your retirement account.





However you choose to allocate that third paycheck, make sure you have a plan for that money so you can avoid the temptation of spending all of it on one fun weekend.





HACK 25 Frame a Positive Narrative



So often we explain our choices around how we manage our finances as negatives. “I can’t afford that right now,” we say when friends ask us to join them for a night out. Or we scold ourselves: “I really need to cut back on my grocery spending” or “Ugh, I really shouldn’t have agreed to get this coffee.”


All that sort of language is going to do is make you feel even worse about the choices you’re making (or should be making). Instead of framing your financial decisions in the negative, state them in a positive way. That doesn’t mean you have to be a Pollyanna, or fake positivity. Simply give yourself credit for the actions you’re taking.


A few examples to help you get started:




	“I can’t afford that right now” becomes “I’m prioritizing other parts of my budget this month, so I’ll have to skip this time and join you for the next night out.”


	“I need to cut back on my grocery spending” becomes “I’m challenging myself to reduce my grocery spending. This week I’m going to try a new recipe that uses a lot of ingredients I already have.”


	“I can’t believe I spent $5 for this latte” becomes “Hmm, maybe this isn’t where I truly want to spend my money. I’ll enjoy this treat today and experiment with other ways to reward myself next time I want to get out of the office.”








HACK 26 Stop Trying to Be Perfect



Do you know the phrase “The best is the enemy of the good”? If you’re constantly striving for perfection, you can work yourself into a frenzy and end up not accomplishing anything. To combat your desire to be perfect, focus on being just good enough. Author Ramit Sethi argues that you only need to get your finances 85 percent “right” in order to be generally successful with money. He calls it the 85 percent solution.


Think about your finances as they stand right now. Perhaps you’ve sketched out a budget, you set up automatic transfers to your emergency savings, and you have a good credit score. But you’re not saving for retirement. You’re probably 60 percent of the way there, to make a rough estimation. Set up a Roth IRA (more on that in Chapter 5), set up automatic contributions, and choose a target date fund, and you’ll easily hit 85 percent.


Doing those administrative tasks may not be as satisfying as finding hundreds of dollars in your budget per month to invest or choosing a complex set of investing options, but by taking those few steps to set up your retirement savings plan, you’ve already done most of the work.


Take a spin through your finances and list out all your accomplishments, from choosing a budgeting style to autopaying your bills. Give yourself credit for all the positive actions you’ve already completed. You’re probably a lot closer to 85 percent “right” than you realize.
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		Hack 189: Let Strangers Rent Your Car



		Hack 190: Wrap Your Car



		Hack 191: Switch Banks for the Bonus









		Chapter 5: Plan for the Future



		Hack 192: Blow Out Your Money Candles



		Hack 193: Go On a Money Date



		Hack 194: Merge with Caution



		Hack 195: Choose Equitable over Equal



		Hack 196: Determine Your Investing Risk



		Hack 197: Go Mortgage Hunting



		Hack 198: Get Financially Fit



		Hack 199: Get Free Money from Your Boss
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		Hack 277: Prepare for Disasters



		Hack 278: Think Twice Before You Loan Money



		Hack 279: Check Your Child’s Credit



		Hack 280: Keep Scammers and Solicitors Out of Your Phone
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