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FOREWORD BY CARRIE NUTTALL-PEART


    Neil was widely known as a legendary drummer, lyricist, and nonfiction writer, but this complex, brilliant man was so much more. He was a true Renaissance man; the type of man one rarely comes across in this day and age. Neil had a plethora of interests and passions, many of which he spent years studying and practicing until he gained an impressive amount of expertise. Just a few of his interests were ornithology, art, literature, nature, and grueling physical challenges such as climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro; and of course… cars.

They happened to be his first passion in life, and according to his mother, “car” was the first word he ever said. This is easy to believe when seeing this photo of him as a one-year old, sitting behind the wheel of his father’s ’48 Pontiac, grinning ear to ear. He inherited this particular interest from his belated father, Glen, who passed down his knowledge and enthusiasm, as well as exposing him to his own beloved cars. This lifelong passion eventually resulted in his stunning, elegant, carefully curated collection he named the “Silver Surfers.”

For years prior to his first big purchase, the DB5, we would be reading in bed, and often I would glance over to see him studying photos of car engines in one of the many glossy auto magazines he loved. These images did absolutely nothing for me, as I didn’t understand at the time how a “hunk of metal” could be so fascinating. However, I soon came to learn that as with all of his passions, he wanted to learn every single thing he could about cars, from engine design and function, to how and why cars were designed, and re-designed over the decades. Not just from an aesthetic perspective, but how these design changes actually changed the functionality of the car.

When Neil first told me about his desire to purchase the DB5, he said, “This is the car that I always dreamed of owning when I was a kid! It was my dream car!” Interestingly enough, he said the same thing about the second Silver Surfer car he purchased, and then the third, and so on, until it became a running joke between the two of us. I would remind him that I think he’d said that before, and he would say, “Well, yeah, but that was when I was this age, or that age,” and we would always have a good laugh.

At one point, Neil had accumulated enough cars to warrant leasing a proper storage space. When he first suggested looking for an industrial space, I envisioned some sort of bare-bones warehouse where the cars would be left when they were not being driven. Perhaps one that even had air conditioning, and of course, top-notch security. However, as Neil always said, “if you want to do something, then you must do it properly” and in this instance, Neil had a vision far beyond a simple warehouse.

The “industrial” space ended up being a beautiful, finished space worthy of a high-end photo studio, complete with skylights, polished and stained concrete floors, a kitchenette, and a lounge space for visitors. Neil’s vision continued to expand as time passed, and he added element upon element until he felt it was complete. Walls became filled with carefully chosen, car-related artwork, and a variety of displays were installed including his vast collection of car books and model cars. This lovely space, which you will see later on in the book, was soon dubbed the “Man-Cave,” and eventually became known simply as, “The Cave.”

However, this was not the typical “Man-cave” one sees in movies or is described in books. Neil was one of the most prolific people I have ever met, and his work ethic was legendary. This is where he went for the necessary solitude to write and work, enjoy his cars, and have friends over for lunch. For many years it was a happy gathering place where family and friends could hang out, spend time with Neil, take a drive in the cars, and even hold birthday celebrations.

It was here that Neil decided to write this book, inspired by years of daily contact with the dream cars of his youth. Whether he was planning a drive, making decisions on improvements, both aesthetic and functional, or giving visitors a tour and happily explaining the unique attributes of each car, this was his happy place. He would often simply sit alone and look at his cars which, as he told me several times, made him very, very happy.

This was Neil’s final piece of work, and he did not want this book to be published until after his passing. When he asked me to bring this book to fruition, I felt, and still feel so extremely honored that he entrusted this to me. It has been a true labor of love, and I am so proud to be able to share this beautiful book with you.
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