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DIVINE LIVES The Descending Current of Bhakti



sarasī-taṭa-sukhadoṭaja-nikaṭa-priya-bhajanam

lalitāmukha-lalanākula-paramādara-yajanam

vraja-kānana-bahu-mānana-kamala-priya-nayanam

guṇa-mañjari-garimā-guṇa-hari-vāsana-vayanam

śubhadodaya-divase vṛṣa-ravijā-nija-dayitam

praṇamāmi ca caraṇāntika-paricāraka-sahitam

Near the banks of Śrī Rādha Kuṇḍa at Svānanda Sukhada Kuñja, she is devoted to the service of her Beloved, and is very dear to the gopi girls of Vraja headed by Śrī Lalitā. She (Nayanamaṇi Mañjari) is the favourite of Kamala Mañjari (Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura) who is preeminent in Vṛndāvana.

She joyfully sings the divine qualities of Guṇa Mañjari (Śrīla Gaura Kiśora Dāsa Bābaji) and the spiritual threads of those qualities entwine, weaving a tent where Śrī Kṛṣṇa likes to dwell.

I bow down to the appearance of the beloved companion of Śrī Vṛṣabhānu-nandini (Śrī Rādhīkā) and the servitors at his holy lotus feet.

—Śrī Dayita Dāsa Praṇati Pañcakam, Verse 4
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FOREWORD


It is an immense privilege for me to have the opportunity to write the foreword for this publication, which is being presented on the momentous occasion of two significant anniversaries. Firstly, we celebrate the 150th appearance ceremony of my revered grand spiritual master, His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhakti Siddhānta Sarasvatī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura, who is the founder ācārya of the entire Gauḍīya community. Secondly, we honour the 125th appearance ceremony of my spiritual master, His Divine Grace Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura, the founding ācārya of Śrī Gopinātha Gauḍīya Maṭha.

In our spiritual community, we observe the presence of numerous spiritual masters, also known as gurus, and various spiritual organizations. According to the scriptures, the Supreme Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa is the ultimate maintainer and protector of the entire universe, making Him the ultimate guru. All initiating gurus (dīkṣā-gurus) and instructing gurus (śikṣā-gurus) are representatives of Śrī Kṛṣṇa. As part of this festival, an important ceremony known as guru puja will be performed. It is essential to understand that guru puja goes beyond honouring an individual guru. Rather, it signifies the recognition that all representatives of Lord Kṛṣṇa should be regarded as equal to the Lord Himself. It is through my grand spiritual master, my spiritual master, and all the pure devotees of the Lord gathered in this divine assembly (divya-samāgam) that Kṛṣṇa’s mercy descends upon us.

We are aware that Lord Kṛṣṇa eternally resides in the hearts of His pure devotees, and they are His heart and soul. This fact has been explained by one of our previous teachers, Śrīla Narottama Dāsa Ṭhākura. Although many pure devotees are physically present at this ceremony, we can be certain that all our previous teachers are also spiritually present here.

I humbly offer my prayers at their feet, seeking their blessings to bestow mercy upon all of us. With their grace, may we faithfully carry out the loving mission of Lord Caitanya, chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahā-mantra without committing any offenses, and embody true unity in diversity by maintaining amicable relations with one another.

Vaiṣṇavas are known for their magnanimity and lack of fault-finding. In the arrangements for this three-day gathering, there may be inconveniences and shortcomings that guests and devotees might encounter. I earnestly request everyone to overlook any shortcomings and kindly forgive our mistakes.

Furthermore, I pray that this three-day spiritual gathering will be a spiritually uplifting and invigorating experience for all the attendees. I express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone for their participation, which will contribute to the success of this festival.

I forever desire a mere particle of the dust from the feet of the pure devotees.

An unworthy servant,

B.B. Bodhayan Swami

Śrī Gopinātha Gauḍīya Maṭha
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INTRODUCTION


In the early years of this century, Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura inspired a devotional revival that spread rapidly throughout Bengal, India, and eventually around the world. He brought into question the very foundations of current theistic thought in a way that has little comparison anywhere in the dialogue of spirituality, East or West. Through him, the world awakened to the teachings of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu and the movement of pure devotion (śuddhā-bhakti).

To orchestrate this modern bhakti revolution, Śrīla Prabhupāda gathered into his circle some of the greatest spiritual luminaries of the age. Such a convergence of exalted spiritual personalities can only be compared to the assembly of Śrī Caitanya’s direct followers in the sixteenth century. His Divine Grace Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Mahārāja was one such titan of pure devotion who entered Śrīla Prabhupāda’s sacred orbit.

The keystone of success in practicing devotion is to perfectly hear the holy words spoken by one’s spiritual preceptor. Śrīla Prabhupāda would often say, “All that is required of you is that you lend me your ears.” Śrīla Purī Mahārāja was fully committed to this maxim. He had the great good fortune to associate closely with Śrīla Prabhupāda for thirteen years, and during that time he served him personally by making a record of his lectures and conversations. These notes were later published. The greater part of the words spoken by Śrīla Prabhupāda today come from transcriptions of Śrīla Purī Mahārāja’s notes. At the same time, Śrīla Purī Mahārāja cultivated a deep knowledge of the Vaiṣṇava scriptures, and so he became a veritable storehouse of the wealth of the preceptorial line coming from Śrī Caitanya and His followers. This led to his becoming one of the most prolific writers and influential teachers in all of Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava history. His writings reflect the disciplined eye of a scholar who expresses with grace and directness the purest scriptural conclusions supported by his own uncommonly profound realizations.

In all, our venerable teacher’s wisdom is embodied in over sixty years of writings on Vaiṣṇava philosophy and theology. He penned a rich variety of texts, bringing bhāgavata-dharma to life through hundreds of poems, essays, narratives, diaries, editorials, and personal letters; thus creating a treasure house of pure devotion for his disciples and the world.

Śrīla Purī Mahārāja taught through his every action. He excelled in all aspects of devotional practice, and there was no area in which he did not exhibit utmost expertise, diligence, and foresight, from his encyclopedic knowledge of scripture to maintaining the printing press to his beautiful singing of kīrtana. He was especially recognized for his sensitivity and attention to detail in the performance of deity worship and devotional rites, and was thus widely called on to be the head priest at most Gauḍīya Maṭha deity installations and ceremonial functions. He was rarely known to rest; he served in an uninterrupted flow. Even in his later years, he remained awake through the night, writing and chanting, while his youthful disciples slept. When his personal servants arrived in the morning, they would invariably find him already risen, before everyone else in the ashram, chanting the holy name.

Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Mahārāja had outstanding love for his godbrothers and was inspired in his glorification of others. He found richness in everyone he met. He had the quality of making others feel so wanted and their life so valued. At the same time, he paid almost no attention to himself. He was the emblem of humility and simplicity, and his generosity of spirit and his kindness touched the hearts of the whole Vaiṣṇava community. Among his lifelong intimate companions were Śrīla Bhakti Rakṣaka Śrīdhara Deva Gosvāmī Mahārāja, Śrīla Bhakti Prajñāna Keśava Gosvāmī Mahārāja, and Śrīla Akiñcana Kṛṣṇa Dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja. Toward the end of his sojourn in this world, in 1995, he was honored by the Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava community for his learning and long life of service and devotion and made president of the World Vaiṣṇava Association.

“He has love for his guru; and let it be known that his life is one with his words.” This tribute by Śrīla Prabhupāda himself is the most revealing statement about Śrīla Purī Gosvāmī Mahārāja’s personality and qualities. He ascribed all credit for his accomplishments to the mercy of his gurudeva alone. Through the blessings of Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura, Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Mahārāja attracted the hearts of so many to the path of bhāgavata-dharma. People from so many different backgrounds and countries found in him a true spiritual guide and shelter. He upheld the principles of pure Vaishnavism and delineated the path of śaraṇāgati (wholehearted surrender). He so embodied pure devotion and service to his spiritual master that one of his disciples once remarked that he was able to “silently lay down Śrīla Prabhupāda’s entire siddhānta.”

We are greatly indebted to His Divine Grace for his gift—a lifetime of pure devotion, spanning more than a century—which we can learn from, discuss for our own spiritual nourishment, and aspire to. In years to come, as more of his words and vision are translated, the world outside Bengal and India will gradually come to know the spirit of the true Vaiṣṇava religion he so tirelessly shared. May the gentle rain of his perfect, nectarean teachings continue to bring auspiciousness into this world.

—Śrīla Bhakti Bibudha Bodhāyan Mahārāja

(Excerpted from the forthcoming biography of Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Mahārāja, A Century of Devotion: The Life of Śrīla B.P. Purī Gosvāmī Mahārāja)
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THE TRUE MEANING OF VYĀSA PŪJĀ



“THE WORDS ‘VYĀSA PŪJĀ’ MEAN NOTHING MORE THAN THIS ACCEPTANCE OF SHELTER OR SURRENDER AT THE LOTUS FEET OF THE SPIRITUAL MASTER.”

“VYĀSA PŪJĀ ALSO MEANS OFFERING EVERYTHING TO THE SERVICE OF THE SPIRITUAL MASTER IN THE FORM OF WORKS CONDUCIVE TO THE FULFILLMENT OF HIS WISHES.”

“THE ULTIMATE OBJECT OF OUR DESIRES IS TO BECOME SPECKS OF DUST AT THE LOTUS FEET OF THE FOLLOWERS OF RŪPA GOSVĀMĪ. REMAIN UNITED IN FOLLOWING THE ĀŚRAYA-VIGRAHA IN ORDER TO SATISFY THE TRANSCENDENTAL SENSES OF THE ONE, NON-DUAL SUPREME TRUTH.”

– Śrīla Prabhupāda
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INVOCATION


PRABHUPĀDA PRAṆĀMA


nikhila-bhuvana-māyā-chhinna-vichchhinna-kartrī

vibudha-bahula-mṛgyā-mukti-mohānta-dātrī

śithilita-vidhi-rāgārādhya-rādheśa-dhānī

vilasatu hṛdi nityaṁ bhakti-siddhānta-vāṇī

WITH HIS FIRST STEP, HE CUT TO PIECES THE WHOLE PLANE OF EXPLOITATION, AND WITH HIS SECOND, HE CRUSHED THE SPECULATION OF SCHOLARS OF SALVATION AND LIBERATION. WITH HIS THIRD, HE SOFTENED VAIDHĪ-BHAKTI WITH A TOUCH OF DIVINE LOVE (RĀGA MĀRGA). TAKING US BEYOND VAIKUṆṬHA, HE HAS INTRODUCED US TO THE HIGHEST WORSHIP OF ŚRĪ RĀDHĀ AND ŚRĪ GOVINDA.



“With the softness of Vṛndāvana within, and the hardness of a devastator without, he created havoc in the world—fighting with one and all. Singlehandedly fighting against the whole world—cutting everything to pieces—that was his external attitude. And his second attitude was to stop the boasting research of the scholars and doctors of different schools of thought; and third, to minimize and slacken the grandeur of the worship of Nārāyaṇa, and establish the service of Rādhā-Govinda as the highest attainment. He caused the domain of love to descend into this plane, with the service of Rādhā-Govinda, establishing the flow of divine love from the heart as all in all.

“That was his history—the real existence of Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura Prabhupāda. May his divine teachings, bhaktisiddhānta-vāṇī, dance eternally within the core of our hearts.”


-Śrīla Bhakti Rakṣaka Śrīdhara Deva Gosvāmī
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This poem was originally published in 1936 in the Harmonist (Volume 32, Issue 12-13) as a Vyāsa Pūjā offering by Śrīla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, then known as Abhaya-caraṇa Dāsa, to his spiritual master, His Divine Grace Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura Prabhupāda. (Courtesy of Bhaktivedanta Research Center)
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Part 1 ŚRĪLA PRABHUPĀDA







A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF ŚRĪLA PRABHUPĀDA



A Divine Life

śrī siddhānta-saraswatīti viditau gauḍīya-gurv-anvaye

bhāto bhānur īva prabhāta-gagane yo gaura-saṅkīrtanaiḥ

māyāvāda-timiṅgilodara-gatān uddhṛtya jīvanimān

kṛṣṇa-prema-sudhābdhi gāhana sukhaṁ

prādāt prabhuṁ taṁ bhaje

“In the great Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava teachers’ line, as Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Saraswatī he’s renowned. Like the radiant sun in the morning sky, he appeared to rescue all souls swallowed by the all-devouring impersonal philosophy. By spreading the teaching of Lord Gaurāṅga to sing the holy name of Lord Kṛṣṇa, he gave all the chance to dive in the ocean of love for Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Person. Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta, my lord, divine master—at his feet do I pray to serve him forever.”

—Śrīla Bhakti Rakṣaka Śrīdhara Deva Goswāmī



Divinity can be seen by its own light. The transcendental life of Śrīla Prabhupāda Sarasvatī Ṭhākura can be known to us only by his own causeless mercy—for such is the nature of the Supreme Lord and His representatives who come to this world. Śrīla Prabhupāda was an inﬁnite ocean of divine treasure; if we are fortunate enough, perhaps we can touch the waves of that ocean as they lap the shore of our mortal plane. Within that ocean are his innumerable transcendental qualities such as scholarship, genius, spiritual realization, humility, magnanimity, compassion, mercy, and divine love, to name only a few. The essence of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s life cannot be revealed in many volumes—let alone a single chapter—if they are merely a catalog of facts and ﬁgures. It takes the dedication of a lifetime to attain a true glimpse of his message, and his life is his message.

We are about to stand in front of a divine personality; we are about to catch sight of that reality which is eternal and inﬁnite. Yet in our meeting with the eternal we have to retrace the footsteps of time, because we must begin somewhere.



Childhood, 1874–1892

Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura made his appearance in Puruṣottama Kṣetra (Jagannātha Purī) in the state of Orissa, at 3:30 in the afternoon on Friday, the 6th of February, 1874. He was born in his family home, which was next to the holy site called the Nārāyaṇa-chhātā of Śrī Jagannātha Temple, and which always reverberated with the chanting of the holy name. He was the fourth son of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura and Śrīmatī Bhāgavati Devī. Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura ﬁrmly established the concept of pure Vaiṣṇavism in the hearts of many educated and spiritually inquisitive people of Bengal in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was a beautiful child with all the bodily symptoms of a great personality that are described in the scriptures. Everyone was amazed to see that the child was born with his umbilical cord wrapped around his neck like a brāhmaṇa’s sacred thread. Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura named his son Śrī Bimalā Prasāda, meaning “the mercy of the transcendental potency of Lord Jagannātha, Śrīmatī Bimalā Devī.”
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Śrī Bimalā Prasāda



When Śrī Bimalā Prasāda was six months old, Lord Jagannātha’s annual chariot festival took place. That year the chariot stopped in front of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura’s house and could not be budged an inch for three days. So, while Lord Jagannātha stayed in front of the house, kīrtana was continuously performed there under the leadership of Śrīla Ṭhākura Mahāśaya (“Mahāśaya” is an honoriﬁc title). On one of these days, Śrī Bimalā Prasāda, in his mother’s arms, went to see Lord Jagannātha, and extended his hand towards the Deity as if to offer his obeisance. At that moment a garland fell from the neck of Lord Jagannātha and encircled the child. The crowd was jubilant witnessing Lord Jagannātha’s blessing on the child. Amid the tumultuous sound of “Haribola!”, Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura fed Bimalā Prasāda some of Lord Jagannātha’s mahāprasād, and thus observed the child’s anna-prāśana (“grain ceremony”—ﬁrst feeding of grains) under the most auspicious circumstances.
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Śrīla Prabhupāda’s birthplace



Śrī Bimalā Prasāda lived in Jagannātha Dhāma for ten months with his mother. Then they traveled to Bengal and resided ﬁrst at Rāṇāghāṭa and then at Śrīrāmpura. Once, when Śrīla Bimalā Prasāda was a small boy, he took a mango without ﬁrst offering it to the Lord. When his father chastised him for this, he became very remorseful and immediately vowed never to eat a mango again—a vow which he observed his whole life. In 1881 Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura had a house built in Calcutta at Rām-bāgān and named it Bhakti Bhavan. As the foundation was being dug, a Deity of Śrī Kūrma Deva manifested Himself from the ground. Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura gave this Deity to his son Śrī Bimalā Prasāda when he was eight or nine years old, and taught him the mantra and the method of deity worship. The child duly started his deity worship with great care and devotion.
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Śrīmatī Bhāgavati Devī



When Śrī Bimalā Prasāda was in ﬁfth grade, he invented a new method of shorthand which he called Bicanto (or Vikṛnti). His teachers were always amazed by his mastery of Bengali and Sanskrit, his extraordinary intelligence and memory, and his pure moral and devotional nature. At this time Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura gave him Śrī Caitanya Śikṣāmṛta to read. Śrī Bimalā Prasāda also displayed extraordinary ability in mathematics and astrology. He studied astrology under the tutelage of the famous astrologer Mahesh Candra Churamani, and impressed his teacher with his mastery of the subject and his exceptional talent. He also studied astrology with Paṇḍit Sundar Lāl. Seeing his scholarship in many different subjects, including the scriptures, his teachers named him Śrī Siddhānta Sarasvatī—“master of scriptural conclusions.” When Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was a student in the seventh grade in Śrīrāmpur, Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura gave him harināma (the holy name) on Tulasī-mālā (rosary made of Tulasī beads), as well as Śrī Nṛsiṁha mantra.

In 1885 Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura founded the Vaiṣnava Depository, a press which was housed in his own home. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura learned about the printing press and began assisting his father in proofreading. At this time, Śrīla Ṭhākura Mahāśaya’s magazine, Sajjan Toṣaṇī, resumed publication. In that same year Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura accompanied Śrīla Ṭhākura Mahāśaya on his pilgrimage to such places as Kulīngrām and Sargrām. At these places he heard extensive discussions on the holy name. Also in 1885, Śrīla Ṭhākura Mahāśāya established his “Viśva-Vaiṣṇava-Rāj-Sabhā” (“great assembly of the Vaiṣṇavas of the world”) in the house of Śrī Rāma-gopāla Basu on Bethune Row in Calcutta. Many well-known personalities such as Madan-gopāla Gosvāmī, Nīla-kānta Gosvāmī, Bipina-bihārī Gosvāmī, Rādhikā-nātha Gosvāmī, and Śiśira Kumāra Ghoṣa attended the meetings of the society and participated in discussions. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura used to carry Bhakti-rasāmṛta Sindhu (The Ocean of the Nectar of Devotion), by Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī, to these meetings, and listen to the discussions there with rapt attention.
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Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura (left) and Śrī Bimalā Prasāda (right)



Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was not interested in associating with other boys of his age unless they were interested in spiritual matters. His two favorite books were Prārthanā and Prema-Bhakti Candrikā by Śrīla Narottama Dāsa Ṭhākura. As a young boy he published books on astrology, such as Sūrya Siddhānta and Bhakti Bhavana Pañjikā. In the afternoons he spent hours debating about religion and philosophy with other students in Calcutta’s Beadon Square. Later, while still a teenager, he founded the August Assembly. All members of the Assembly had to take a vow of lifelong celibacy. Many educated people, both young and old, took part in the Assembly.




Sanskrit College & Work in Tripura, 1892–1905

In 1892 Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura ﬁnished high school and enrolled in the Sanskrit College. He was more interested in reading many different books in the college library than in reading his own textbooks. He studied the Vedas under Paṇḍita Pṛthvī-dhara Śarmā after college. He also studied the Siddhānta Kaumudī within a very short time. As a student in Sanskrit College, he refuted some of the concepts of Professor Pañcānana Sāhityācārya. Subsequently, no one wanted to debate with Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura, for fear of defeat. But his spiritual interests did not allow him to stay in college for very long. He wrote in his autobiography: “If I keep studying at college with great attention, then I will be under a lot of pressure to enter family life. But if I am seen as a stupid, incompetent person, then no one will try to inﬂuence me towards material progress. Thinking this, I left the Sanskrit College, and in order to live a life of devotional service, I wanted a pious occupation so I could have a modest income.”
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In 1897 Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura established the Sārasvata Catuṣpāṭhī (The Saraswat Academy) at Bhakti Bhavan. Many prominent and educated men such as Lālā Hara-Gaurī-Śaṅkara, Dr. Ekendra-nātha Ghoṣa, Sātkari Caṭṭopadhyāya, Śyāma-lāla Gosvāmī, and Śaratcandra Vidyāvinoda came to study astrology and mathematics there. From Sārasvata Chatuṣpāṭhī, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura published astrological magazines such as Jyotirvid and Bṛhaspati, as well as quite a few ancient astrological texts. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura’s reputation as a very knowledgeable astrologer spread in the educated society of Calcutta. Later Sir Āśutoṣa Mukhopādhyāya, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, said that the chair of astronomy at the University of Calcutta would be reserved for Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura.

In 1895 Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura accepted a job with the independent state of Tripura, as a scholar and tutor for the royal family thereof. After King Vīracandra passed away in 1896, his son, King Rādhā-kiśora Māṇikya Bāhādur, requested Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura to tutor the princes, and later to supervise the estate in Calcutta. But Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura soon wished to retire from this job, and the King allowed him to do so in 1905 with full pension. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura accepted that pension until 1908.




Bhajana Life & Initiation, 1898–1905

Previously, in 1898, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura had visited different places of pilgrimage such as Kāśī, Prayāga, and Gayā. At Kāśī (Benares), he had an extensive discussion with Rāma Miśra Śāstrī about the Rāmānuja sampradāya. During this period the renunciate nature of his devotional life became very apparent. As early as 1897 he was observing the four months of cāturmasya with great austerity and devotion. He would eat only boiled food (haviṣyānna) which he cooked himself, and sleep on the ﬂoor without pillows. In 1899 he wrote various articles to preach Vaiṣṇavism in a magazine called Nivedan, published in Calcutta. In 1890 his scholarly book Baṅge Samājikata, consisting of research on society and religion, was published in Calcutta.

In 1897 Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura established his own bhajana-kuṭīra (cottage for reclusive devotional practice), called Ānanda-sukhada-kuñja, on the Godruma island of Navadvīpa on the bank of the river Sarasvatī. There, in the winter of 1898, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura met with an extraordinary, exalted Vaiṣṇava saint, Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī, who captured his heart. Sarasvatī Ṭhākura wanted to take shelter at the lotus feet of Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī, and by the order of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura he surrendered at the lotus feet of Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī and received bhāgavatī-dīkṣā (initiation) from him in 1900.

Shortly before this, in March of the same year, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura had gone to Remuṇā via Baleswar to see the Deity of Kṣīracorā Gopīnātha (Gopīnātha who stole the kṣīra, or milk pudding, for his devotee Śrī Mādhavendra Purī). Then he went to Purī via Bhubaneswar. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura became very attached to the holy city of Purī. His great desire was to establish a Maṭha in front of the samādhi of Śrīla Haridāsa Ṭhākura. The subregistrar of Purī, Jagabandhu Paṭṭanāyaka, and others requested him to take charge of the service of the Deity of Śrī Giridharī at Sātāsana Maṭha. In 1902 Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura started to build his bhajana-kuṭīra called Bhakti Kuṭī near the samādhi of Śrīla Haridāsa Ṭhākura. The King of Kasim Bazar, Mahārāja Maṇīndra Candra Nandī, who was grief stricken due to some personal tragedy, used to live there in a tent and listen to the hari-kathā of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura and Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura. At this time Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura regularly used to read and explain the Caitanya-caritāmṛta to the audience in Bhakti Kuṭī, in front of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura. During this time he labored to collect material for Vaiṣṇava Mañjuṣā, a Vaiṣṇava encyclopedia.

One Bābājī, Rādhā-ramaṇa-caraṇa Dāsa, who lived in Purī, had concocted a song: “Bhaja nitāi gaur rādhe śyāma, japa hare kṛṣṇa hare rāma.” Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura not only protested against this but presented a very strong argument and proved it to be inauthentic and against Vaiṣṇava scriptures. This Bābājī also introduced the sakhī-bekhi concept by dressing one of his followers as Lalitā Sakhī. This was against Mahāprabhu’s teachings since an ordinary jīva was being worshiped as though he were an expansion of Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī. Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was always a fearless and forthright speaker, and thus opposed the Bābājī. Therefore, those who opposed him, unable to defeat him in argument, tried other ways to suppress his preaching. Although Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura silently tolerated this oppression, Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura asked him to go to Māyāpura and practice his bhajana there, without obstacles.
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Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja






In Śrī Māyāpura Dhāma, 1905–1910

In February 1905, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura went on pilgrimage to various holy places in South India. After visiting Siṁhācala, Rājamahendrī, Madras, Peremvedur, Tirupati, Kāñcipuram, Kumbhakoṇam, Śrīraṅgam, Madurai, etc., he returned to Calcutta and then went on to Śrī Māyāpura. In Peremvedur he gathered information about the practice of tridaṇḍa-vaiṣṇava-sannyāsa from a tridaṇḍi-swāmī who belonged to the Rāmānuja sampradaya.

In 1905, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura began preaching Śrīman Mahāprabhu’s message while residing in Śrī Māyāpura. Following in the footsteps of Śrīla Haridāsa Ṭhākura, he would take the holy name 300,000 times a day. He would sleep on the ﬂoor for only a few hours, eat very simply, and take the holy name day and night. In the afternoon he would speak hari-kathā to the assembled devotees. On some days he would go to Kuliyā to have darśana of Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī and receive his instruction. Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī was very pleased to see the great renunciation of Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura. He used to say, “In my Prabhu I see the same kind of renunciation that was seen in Śrī Rūpa and Śrī Raghunātha.” Śrīla Bābājī Mahāśaya used to address his disciple Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura as “my Prabhu” (“my master”). Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura also received the blessings of Śrīla Vaṁśī-dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja in Navadvīpa. Seeing Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura, Śrīla Vaṁśī-dāsa Bābājī Mahārāj would say, “Someone very close to my Gaura has come to me.”

Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura began his intense preaching of pure devotional principles in a society in which the authority of the brāhmaṇas was unquestioned, and the concept of pure devotion was misinterpreted and misrepresented by the imitators of Vaiṣṇavism (the Sahajiyās). In India in the 19th and early 20th centuries, most brāhmaṇas were more concerned about rules and regulations that were separated from the concept of devotion and not based on the injunctions of authentic scriptures than they were about what was spiritually and morally beneﬁcial for the rest of society. A brāhmaṇa was no longer a person with brahminical qualities, but simply a person born in a family of brāhmaṇas. Since the caste system was rotting at its core, it had become meaningless and was in fact detrimental to the spiritual and moral welfare of society. The brāhmaṇas opposed any ideas that might threaten their preeminence, which was bereft of any moral or spiritual basis. Although many educated people had lost their faith in the beneﬁcial role of the brāhmaṇa class, they did not know who could take their place. The pure Vaiṣṇavas led reclusive lives hidden from the public eye, and the Sahajiyā Vaiṣṇavas aroused more hatred and suspicion than respect. In this context, Śrīla Prabhupāda wanted to establish the principles of daivī-varṇāśrama-dharma—the system in which the service of the Lord is placed in the center of society, a Vaiṣṇava is respected by everyone else, and one’s caste is ascertained according to one’s natural tendency, not according to one’s birth.
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Śrīla Vaṁśī-dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja
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A photograph of Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura. Signed, “To Babu Bimala Prasad Dutt with affection Kedarnath Dutt Bhaktivinod, 21st March 96.”



A Letter from Bhaktivinoda

In the meantime Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura was very concerned that pure Vaiṣṇavism was being overshadowed by many other wrong concepts and also by imitators. He felt that among all his sons and disciples, Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was the most qualiﬁed person to preach pure Vaiṣṇavism; he had more enthusiasm, courage, and qualiﬁcation than anyone else. Therefore, Ṭhākura Mahāśaya wrote him a letter:


Sarasvatī!

People of this world who are proud of their own aristocratic birth cannot attain real aristocracy. Therefore they attack the pure Vaiṣṇavas, saying, “They have taken birth in low-class families because of their sins.” Thus they commit offenses. The solution to this problem is to establish the order of daivī-varṇāśrama dharma—something you have started doing; you should know that to be the real service to the Vaiṣṇavas. Because pure devotional conclusions are not being preached, all kinds of superstitions and bad concepts are being called devotion by such pseudo-sampradāyas as sahajiyā and atibāḍi. Please always crush these anti-devotional concepts by preaching pure devotional conclusions and by setting an example through your personal conduct.

Please make great effort so you can start the parikramā [circumambulation] of Śrīdhāma Navadvīpa as soon as possible. It is by those actions that everyone in this world will receive kṛṣṇa-bhakti [devotional love for the Lord]. Please try very hard to make sure that the service to Śrī Māyāpura will become a permanent thing and will become brighter and brighter every day. The real service to Śrī Māyāpura can be done by acquiring printing presses, distributing devotional books, and preaching congregational chanting (not reclusive bhajan). Please do not neglect to serve Śrī Māyāpura or to preach for the sake of your own reclusive bhajan.

When I am not present anymore, please take great care to serve Śrī Māyāpura Dhāma which is so dear to you. This is my special instruction to you. People who are like animals can never attain devotion; therefore, never take their suggestions. But don’t let them know this, directly or indirectly.

I had a special desire to preach the signiﬁcance of such books as Śrīmad Bhāgavatam, Ṣaṭ Sandarbha, and Vedānta Darśan. You have to accept that responsibility. Śrī Māyāpura will prosper if you establish an educational institution there. Never make any effort to collect knowledge or money for your own enjoyment. Only to serve the Lord will you collect these things. Never engage in bad association, either for money or for some self-interest.



All the Vaiṣṇava devotees who were in contact with Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura and Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura knew that the relationship between them was not mundane, like that between an ordinary father and son. Their relationship with each other was completely transcendental, like that between guru and disciple, as is evident in this letter.

Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura became more enthused now to preach pure Vaiṣṇavism. Apart from delivering hari-kathā and leading congregational chanting, he also started collecting facts about the four Vaiṣṇava sampradāyas (branches of disciplic lineage). He started writing and publishing articles about Vaiṣṇava ācāryas in Sajjana Toṣaṇī.

In 1906, one gentleman called Śrī Rohiṇī Kumāra Ghoṣa came to visit Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura. He was the nephew of a High Court judge, Śrī Candra Mādhava Ghoṣa of Barishal. Rohiṇī Bābu gave up his home life to have a devotional life in Navadvīpa. He found a guru from the Bāul apasampradaya (one of the pseudo-Vaiṣṇava groups) and started residing in his āśrama. One afternoon he came to Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura and heard some invaluable devotional instructions from him. Rohiṇī Bābu was deeply touched by this discussion, and when he came back to the āśrama that night, it was all he could think about. Without taking his meal, he went to bed. That night, he had a dream in which that Bāul Guru and his female companion came as tigers to attack him, but Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura came to rescue him from this danger. The next morning when Rohiṇī Bābu was awakened by the sunlight streaming through his window, he immediately left that āśrama and set off for Māyāpura to beg Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura for shelter at his lotus feet. He was the ﬁrst disciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda (Śrīla Sarasvatī Ṭhākura was thus addressed by his disciples).




Bhajana Kuṭīra at Śrī Vrajapattana, 1909

In February 1909, Śrīla Prabhupāda built a small bhajana-kuṭīra near the bhavana, or residence, of Śrī Candraśekhara Ācārya, who was the maternal uncle of Śrīman Mahāprabhu. Remembering Mahāprabhu’s vraja-līlā that was performed here, he called this Śrī Vrajapattana. Śrīla Prabhupāda continued his service at Śrī Yogapīṭha (the birthplace of Śrīman Mahāprabhu), but stayed at Śrī Vrajapattana. At this time his mother, Śrīmatī Bhagavatī Devī, was staying at Yogapīṭha and assisting him in his service to Śrī Māyāpura Dhāma.

While he was staying there by himself, two very young boys came to him and took shelter at his lotus feet. One of them, Aśvini Haldār, came from nearby Ballaldighi. Even though he was illiterate when he ﬁrst came, by the grace and guidance of Śrīla Prabhupāda he became a great scholar of scripture. Later when Śrīla Prabhupāda gave him initiation, he named him “Vaiṣṇava-dāsa” (“servant of the Vaiṣṇavas”). Śrīpāda Vaiṣṇava-dāsa Prabhu served Śrīla Prabhupāda for the rest of his life. He was known as a very expert kīrtana singer.

The second boy, Śrī Pañcānana Samāddār, came from the village of Vinodnagar, in Jessore district. His father, Śrī Tāriṇīcaraṇa Samāddār, had had the good fortune of associating with Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura. Śrīla Ṭhākura Mahāśaya had visited their village once as well. The little boy Pañcānana was very attracted to hari-kathā, and at the age of twelve he left home one night during the predawn hours and set forth in search of his devotional destiny. Somehow he came to Navadvīpa and, as if by some unknown attraction, came to Māyāpura and met Śrīla Prabhupāda. Hearing from Śrīla Prabhupāda, he knew his destiny was at the lotus feet of this great personality. So he stayed there with Śrīla Prabhupāda. Later Prabhupāda sent him to different schools, including the Sānagar School in Calcutta and the Hindu School in Navadvīpa. But his main teacher was Śrīla Prabhupāda himself. Later he was known as a great scholar and writer, and talented in many arts. In 1913, Śrīla Prabhupāda gave him initiation and named him “Paramānanda Vidyāratna.” Throughout his life, he was always by the side of Śrīla Prabhupāda and he served his spiritual master in every capacity. Śrīla Prabhupāda made him one of the trustees of the Gauḍīya Maṭha.




Brāhmaṇas and Vaiṣṇavas, 1911

In 1911 the Vaiṣṇava devotees were confronted by a great deal of hostile criticism from the orthodox brāhmaṇas of Bengal, known as the Smārta Samāja. These brāhmaṇas, although bereft of real scriptural knowledge, were very proud of their own birth and social position, and their doctrines of rules and regulations. Because of their elevated social status, it was easy for them to inﬂuence the masses, who were ignorant of pure devotional conclusions. Even some Vaiṣṇava devotees supported the brāhmaṇas in order to get some favor from them. At this time Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura was ill and bedridden. But he was still very concerned about the situation and wanted someone to confront the brāhmaṇa-paṇḍitas face to face. In accordance with Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura’s desire and having been so requested by the famous scholar Śrī Madhusūdana Gosvāmī of Vṛndāvana, Śrīla Prabhupāda arranged a meeting with the brāhmaṇa-paṇḍitas at the town of Balighai, in Medinipur district. Paṇḍita Śrī Viśvambharānanda Deva Gosvāmī presided over this meeting.

Śrīla Prabhupāda read there his famous article, “Brāhmaṇa and Vaiṣṇava.” When he arrived, the assembled scholars were sitting in two different groups: those who believed in the superiority of brāhmaṇas over all other classes of people, and those who believed in the superiority of Vaiṣṇavas, irrespective of birth or social position, over all other classes of people. At ﬁrst Śrīla Prabhupāda quoted from many scriptures glorifying brāhmaṇas. The joy of the assembled brāhmaṇas knew no bounds, because even they did not know that there was so much gloriﬁcation of brāhmaṇas in so many different scriptures. But then Śrīla Prabhupāda started his gloriﬁcation of Vaiṣṇavas, again based on scripture, which far exceeded the gloriﬁcation of brāhmaṇas in quality and quantity. This time the brāhmaṇa paṇḍitas were not so pleased. Unable to respond to the evidence presented by Śrīla Prabhupāda, they started shouting. One or two of them desperately tried to present new arguments, but Śrīla Prabhupāda crushed those also by dint of his scriptural knowledge and irrefutable logic. He personally answered all questions and refuted all arguments by the brāhmaṇas, and thus established the superiority of pure devotees over all classes of people.




The Gaura Mantra, 1911

In that same year, at a meeting attended by many devotees and scholars of religion, Śrīla Prabhupāda established the truth that the Gaura mantra is eternal and should be chanted by all devotees. He based his conclusions on the evidence of many scriptures, such as the Caitanyopaniṣad from the Atharva Veda as well as other Upaniṣads and Purāṇas. Thus he crushed the theory that the name Gaura is not an eternal name of the Supreme Lord and that Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu was not an incarnation of the Supreme Lord. Unbeknownst to Śrīla Prabhupāda, his Gurudeva Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī was also present in the audience and ecstatic to hear his conclusions.




Kasim Bazar Religious Conference, 1912

In March 1912, Śrīla Prabhupāda was invited by the Mahārāja of Kasim Bazar, Calcutta, Śrī Maṇīndra Candra Nandī, to deliver hari-kathā at the “Kasim Bazar Sammilani,” an annual religious conference. But when Śrīla Prabhupāda arrived there, he saw that the organizers were more interested in their mundane concept of religiosity and in pleasing other people than in promoting the concept of pure devotion. To protest these concepts, which were contradictory to pure devotion, Śrīla Prabhupāda fasted during his entire stay there and accepted prasādam (food that has been offered to the Supreme Lord) only after his return to Śrī Māyāpura Dhāma.




Pilgrimage & Preaching, 1912

On November 4, 1912, Śrīla Prabhupāda, in the company of a few devotees, set out to visit the holy places where Śrīman Mahāprabhu and his associates had their pastimes, such as Śrīkhaṇḍa, Yājigrām, Kāṭwā, Jhāmatpur, Chākhandi, Daihāt, and so forth, and preached about pure devotion there. In Śrīdhāma Māyāpura and the surrounding areas, and sometimes in other villages of Bengal and in Calcutta, Śrīla Prabhupāda constantly preached and answered spiritual questions.




The Printing Press & the Anubhāṣya, 1913–1915

In 1913, Śrīla Prabhupāda established a press called Bhāgavat Yantrālaya at 4 Sānagar Lane, Kalighat, Calcutta, and began publishing and printing such books as Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta with his Anubhāṣya commentary, Śrīmad-Bhagavad-gītā with the commentaries of Śrī Viśvanātha Cakravartī Ṭhākura, the Gaura-kṛṣṇodaya by the Oḍiyan poet Govinda Dāsa, and so forth. In the evenings he would lead saṅkīrtana and afterwards deliver hari-kathā. Many distinguished gentlemen of Calcutta would come to listen to him. In 1914 Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura disappeared from this world to enter into the transcendental abode of his eternal pastimes. In January 1915, Śrīla Prabhupāda moved the printing press to Śrī Vrajapattana at Māyāpura, and continued publishing and printing books from there. He ﬁnished his commentaries on Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta on June 14, 1915.




Editing Sajjana-Toṣaṇī, 1915

After the disappearance of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura, his famous and widely distributed Vaiṣṇava magazine, Sajjana Toṣaṇī, continued publication under the editorship of Śrīla Prabhupāda. In July 1915 he moved the Bhāgavat Yantra press to the town of Krishnanagar, and began publishing Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura’s books.




Disappearance of His Spiritual Master, 1915

On November 17, 1915, on the holy day of Utthāna Ekādaśi, Śrīla Prabhupāda’s dīkṣā-guru, Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja, disappeared from this world. Śrīla Prabhupāda immediately set forth for Navadvīpa from Māyāpura. Śrīpāda Kuñja-bihāri Vidyābhūṣaṇa (later Śrīmad Bhakti Vilāsa Tīrtha Mahārāja) has described this incident in the biography of Śrīla Prabhupāda, Sarasvatī Jayaśrī. A few so-called Bābājīs of Navadvīpa began arguing with each other about who would give samādhi to the transcendental body of Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī. They all had some ulterior motive, namely to own this samādhi temple themselves so they could make money in the future from devotees and pilgrims. Apprehending a breach of the peace, the Inspector of Police, Śrī Barīndra Nātha Siṁha, arrived there.

After much argument these Bābājīs said that Śrīla Prabhupāda was not a sannyāsī and therefore did not have the right to give samādhi to Śrīla Gaura-kiśora Dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja. Śrīla Prabhupāda responded in a thunderous voice, “I am the only disciple of Śrīla Bābājī Mahārāja. Although I am not a sannyāsī, I have observed brahmācārya (celibacy) all my life. By the grace of Śrīla Bābājī Mahārāja, I have not lived a secret life of illicit conduct and debauchery, like some ‘monkey’ renunciates. If there is someone among those present here who has a genuinely pure character and who is a renunciate, then he can give samādhi to Śrīla Bābājī Mahārāja and we have no objection to that. If there is anyone here who, in the last one year, or six months, or three months, or one month, or even in the last three days, did not have any illicit contact with a woman, then he can touch this blissful transcendental body. If anyone else touches this body, he will be ruined.”
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Sree Vyas Puja Offering

Adore adore ye all
The happy day,
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May.
When He appeared at Puri
The holy place,
My Lord and Master
tlis Divine Grace.

Oh! my Master

The evangelic angel.
Give us Thy light,

Lit up Thy candle.
Struggle for existence
: A human race.
The only hope

His Divine Grace.

Misled we are

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder Thy ways

To turn our face
Adore Thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

Forgotten Krishna
We fallen souls,

That’s your rizht

You have the mace.
Save me a fallen

Your Divine Grace,
The line of service

As drawn by vou,

Paying most heavy

The illusion’s toll.
Darkness around

All untrace,
The only hope

His Divine Grace.

Message of service

Thou hast brought.
A healthful life

As Chaitanya wrought.
Unknown to all

It’s full of brace.
That’s your gift

Your Divine Grace,

Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved,
Impersonal calamity

Thou hast moved.
'This gives us a life

Anew and fresh
Worship thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

Had you not come
Who had told,
The message of Krishna
Forceful and bold.

Is pleasing and healthy

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all

But in new-dress
Miracle done

Your Divine Grace.
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