
[image: 001]


[image: 001]


[image: 001]


Copyright © 2006 in text by Keith Fulsher
Copyright © 2006 in photographs by David Klausmeyer

Published by
STACKPOLE BOOKS
5067 Ritter Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
www.stackpolebooks.com

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. All inquiries should be addressed to Stackpole Books, 5067 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055.

Printed in China

First edition

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Cover photograph by David Klausmeyer
Cover design by Caroline Stover
Photographs by David Klausmeyer, except where otherwise noted

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Fulsher, Keith.

        Thunder Creek flies : tying and fishing the classic baitfish imitations / Keith Fulsher; with David Klausmeyer.

            p.    cm.

        Includes bibliographical references.

        ISBN-13: 978-0-8117-0171-6

        ISBN-10: 0-8117-0171-9

        eISBN 978-0-8117-4911-4

        1.  Fly tying.    2.  Flies, Artificial.    3.  Baitfish.    I.  Klausmeyer, David, 1958–    II.  Title.

SH451.F868    2006

688.7'9124—dc22

2005029043


To my loving wife, Lois
—KEITH

[image: 001]


Introduction

Many years ago, when I was a fingerling in the commercial banking business, I worked for a boss who reviewed every letter written by the employees under his supervision before it was dispatched. A letter rarely got by him without revision, and the process always included a long, detailed lecture about what was wrong and how the letter should be reworded. One day we tried an experiment. We obtained a copy of a letter he had written just a week earlier and changed the name and address of the customer and a few numbers. One of my cohorts signed the letter and submitted it for the usual review.

It wasn’t long before the signer was sitting in the boss’s office, listening to what was wrong with the letter. When the lecture was nearly over, my colleague told the boss that he had just critiqued his own letter written only a week earlier. Without batting an eyelash or altering his expression, he simply replied, “Well, thinking changes.” We all got a great laugh out of that and played it for all it was worth, but as time went on, I discovered that my old boss was absolutely right: Thinking does change—sometimes dramatically, and often on very short notice. I have changed my mind many times on various matters over the years, including the design of the Thunder Creek Series.
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A trophy brook trout caught on Wisconsin’s Thunder Creek.



I tied the first Thunder Creek bucktail in 1962. By 1973, when Freshet Press published my 100-page book Tying and Fishing the Thunder Creek Series, there were fifteen patterns in existence, and they were all included in the color plates. Since those early days, I have changed the color arrangements of some of the patterns to make them look more like the baitfish they were meant to represent. New tying materials have come on the market, providing further opportunities to make changes, and seven new patterns were added along the way. Today, there are twenty-two freshwater patterns plus six saltwater designs.

I also changed some of my tying methods, trying to make sleeker, better-swimming, more sparsely dressed imitations. This book offers my current thinking on the design of the Thunder Creek minnow flies and my procedures for tying them. You can use these techniques to create minnow flies with the most desirably shaped heads and slim profiles. I doubt that I will make any more changes or add more patterns, but as my old boss pointed out, thinking changes.

Although I occasionally see a few Thunder Creek patterns offered for sale, I have heard that these patterns aren’t more widely available because professional tiers consider them too time-consuming to make. Some amateur tiers who make and use them also have trouble with the tying procedures. The most common problem I have seen is that their flies are overdressed. Using too much material for the backs and bellies leads to heads that are too bulky and unshapely and flies that don’t swim well. Overdressing also makes it more difficult to tie the flies. I have concluded that these concerns could be the result of inadequate tying details in my earlier book and in other sources that give information about these flies.
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If you want to catch a brown trout that is so large it won’t fit in the net, try using a Thunder Creek minnow fly.
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Keith Fulsher, originator of the Thunder Creek Series, is still at it at age 83.



The finely tuned tying techniques described in this book, supported by David Klausmeyer’s excellent photographs, include new procedures that make dressing these patterns much easier. It has been a pleasure to work with Dave. He suggested that a series of interviews would be an interesting way to add fresh material to this new edition about the Thunder Creek Series. This idea intrigued me because it would bring in an outside viewpoint, give the book more depth, and add clearer insight on tying and fishing the Thunder Creek bucktails. I’m indebted to Dave for his interest, for the time he spent interviewing me, and for adding the important new text based on our conversations.

I have always felt that fly tying should present a challenge, even if it’s just to tie simple patterns better. Once a tier gains proficiency, there is usually a desire to create more intricate patterns. That’s why there is a resurgence of interest in tying the old classic feather-wing Atlantic salmon flies. Steelhead flies and other types of trout flies, as well as saltwater patterns, are also becoming more complex due to the talent of modern fly dressers.

The original concept for the Thunder Creek Series has not changed: to use readily available and inexpensive materials to design flies that match the appearance and swimming action of real baitfish. I hope you find that the twenty-two freshwater and six saltwater minnow flies described here offer a reasonable tying challenge. I also hope that these patterns are as fruitful for you as they have been for me, both at the vise and on the water.

Keith Fulsher
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Keeping a high backcast has many rewards. You never know what you’ll catch with a Thunder Creek!




Introduction to the 1973 Edition

The value of baitfish as a significant food source for gamefish cannot be overemphasized, since baitfish, in their various species, represent the single most important item of food for the larger predators. Because of this fact, the baitfish imitation can be one of the most effective flies an angler can use, yet these long patterns have never received anything like the attention that has been lavished on dry flies, wet flies, and nymphs. The colors, forms, and proportions of insect-imitation flies have been endlessly refined, but baitfish imitations—streamers and bucktails—have remained basically unchanged over the years.

Gamefish are known to often be selective in their dining habits when it comes to baitfish, though perhaps not as much as they are with the various insects and stages of insect life. Nevertheless, they often do prefer one species of baitfish to another, and the serious fly fisher should take this selectivity into consideration. The purpose of this book is to show, through the development of my own Thunder Creek Series, that improvements in the design of baitfish imitations is possible and that there are good reasons for making these improvements along exact-imitation lines. I have concentrated mainly on freshwater fly fishing, although I have touched on the adaptation of the Thunder Creek Series for use in salt water. [You will find an expanded discussion of saltwater Thunder Creeks in chapter 8 of this new edition.] A book of this nature reflects a personal view, of course, coming as it must from one’s own associations and experiences, and I certainly don’t offer my ideas as conclusive. The reader must decide for himself whether the thoughts advanced herein are sound enough to warrant his tying the patterns and trying them out. I’m fairly sure, though, that those anglers who give them a trial will be pleased with the results.


Chapter 1

The Evolution of Flies That Imitate Baitfish
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This 5-pound brown trout was caught in New York’s West Branch of the Croton River using an Emerald Shiner Thunder Creek.



A discussion of the different types of artificial flies  used in fishing with a fly rod can easily lead to  a question: Why are bucktails and streamers, which are primarily baitfish imitations, called flies? The obvious answer seems to be that, because baitfish imitations made of hair or feathers were developed long after artificial insects and the fly rod itself came into common use, it was natural for fishermen to casually refer to them as flies. I’m not wholly convinced, however.

There’s no question in my mind that fly rods were developed to fish with insects, either natural or artificial, and that the later adaptation of baitfish imitations to the fly rod was the reason that these imitations came to be called flies. But it is my firm conviction that the first primitive lures made of hair or feathers were fashioned in a simple, elongated shape that resembled a baitfish. Such lures, designed solely for the purpose of getting food, surely predated the fly rod and the artificial insect. The creation of artificial insects was a later development, and although both types of lures had similarities, it was with the artificial insect that the true sporting aspect of fly fishing arose. Sometime after the sporting concept took hold, imitations of baitfish were rediscovered, possibly in the late 1800s, for use with a fly rod. A significant case in point is the development of a bucktail called the Alaska Mary Ann, which evolved along the lines just mentioned.
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The author’s interpretation of the Alaska Mary Ann.



Alaskan Eskimos developed the earliest version of the Alaska Mary Ann. This consisted of an elongated body carved from bone with a few polar bear hairs bound to the top to provide action and a crudely made copper hook anchored to the tail end of the body. This lure was obviously designed to look and act like a small fish. Frank Dufresne converted this design into a regular fly-rod bucktail, replacing the bone body with ivory silk wrapped on a long-shank hook, but retaining the polar bear hair wing and the original color scheme. Today the Alaska Mary Ann is a very popular and successful fly.

In his book Trout Fishing, Joe Brooks tells of a fly made by the Ona Indians of Argentina. He was given a sample of this pattern while fishing in that country in 1953. It consisted of a strip of deerskin with the hair attached, threaded on a hook and tied in behind the hook eye. That fly, which was said to be over 100 years old at the time, is evidence of a primitive society using a minnowlike lure to capture food.
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The big brown trout in Montana’s Beaverhead River will strike Thunder Creek flies.



Much of what has been written about artificial flies concerns only insect imitations. Nothing has been found in the early fishing literature that sheds light on the origin of fly-rod baitfish imitations, so one theory is as good as the next. Maybe the art of simulating baitfish was thought to be too obvious to dwell on when compared with the challenges of duplicating delicate insects. We know from The Treatise of Fishing with an Angle that insect imitations were well established in the fifteenth century. We also know from a fragment by the Roman writer Aelian that an insect imitation existed as early as the second century AD, so fly tying goes back a long, long way. If my supposition is correct—that a form of streamer or bucktail predates the earliest insect imitations—then the first efforts at fly tying date from antiquity.

Many ancient societies must have developed lures similar to the ones used by the Ona Indians and the Kobuk Eskimos. They had feathers and animal hair available, as well as materials to make short, crude lines and hooks, and they were adept at using these things. The implementation was easy—a short hair or fiber line was attached to a crude hook, to which was bound a few animal hairs or feathers.

However, the long flies as we know them today evolved much more recently, along with and as a result of the development of insect imitations. As fly tiers became more proficient in their art, they expanded the scope of their imitations by attempting to copy a greater variety of insects. Some of these insects, most notably stoneflies and caddisflies, have long wings that extend back parallel to their bodies. When fly tiers made copies of these insects, they produced artificials that looked and fished more like baitfish than insects. Even some of the standard wet-fly patterns have this effect when tied with exceptionally long hackles and wings. These flies were successful, and the idea caught on. Eventually, it was recognized that long-winged flies served as baitfish imitations, and they were deliberately tied as such.

Since the late 1800s, bucktails and streamer flies have steadily increased in popularity. Maine guides and fishermen found the long flies to be much more productive in the rivers and lakes of that state than all other fly styles put together, and with good reason. Studies of the stomach contents of trout and landlocked salmon taken from Maine lakes over the years indicate that about 75 percent of the food they eat consists of smaller fish. Similar analyses in other lakes and reservoirs where trout and salmon abound would surely turn up similar results. These fish become primarily meat eaters once they grow to be 12 inches or longer. Many of the Maine bucktail and streamer patterns, especially the early ones, are very long and brightly colored. They are often tied on 8XL hooks or on the longer tandem rigs, which really stretch them out. These brilliant attractor patterns no doubt followed the colorful wet-fly patterns that had been so successful with brook trout. Certainly, they were not very representative of the coloring found in actual baitfish. Later, patterns were toned down and dressed in the softer shades of real baitfish. This resulted in a variety of smelt patterns dressed in various shades of blue, green, and gray, with a touch of other colors added. These flies worked very well, and some became famous. All reinforced the exact-imitation theory.

OEBPS/images/ded.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
Thunder Creek Flies

TYING AND FISHING
THE CLASSIC
BAITFISH IMITATIONS

Keith Fulsher

with David Klausmeyer

STACKPOLE
BOOKS





OEBPS/images/MyCoverImage.jpg
Tllun(jer Creele
F/. Tying and Fishing the
1€@S Classic Baitfish Imitations
Nl T

with David Klausmeyer





OEBPS/images/htit.jpg
Thunder Creek Flies





OEBPS/images/00-04.jpg





OEBPS/images/01-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/00-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/00-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/01.02.jpg





OEBPS/images/01-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/00-01.jpg





