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			Dedicated To...

			Jack S. Parker

			1918-2013

			Jack was nominated for regular membership by General James H. Doolittle in 1969 shortly after being appointed Vice Chairman and Executive Officer of General Electric Company. He served as Chairman of the Records Committee 1971-1977 and was elected Boone and Crockett Club President in 1980 upon his retirement from G.E. While president, he arranged return of B&C’s records program administration from the National Rifle Association—who had managed it beginning in 1973—back to the Boone and Crockett Club and promoted it as a vital, central Club function. For his dedicated support of Boone and Crockett Club in all areas, Jack was elected an Honorary Life Membership in 2001. Jack remained a lifelong active member of the Records Committee, valued for his sage advice, and in 2007 received the Club’s highest honor, the Sagamore Hill Award, the inscription of which reads:

			“For steadfast leadership during a critical time in the Club’s history. For always providing quiet, forceful, dependable counsel to Club leaders in the years since”

			Jack Parker will always be remembered as the Champion of  Boone and Crockett Club’s Records Program.
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			Jack S. Parker (right) on a successful Alaska brown bear hunt with fellow Club member General James H. Doolittle.
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			Grancel Fitz measuring the main beam circumference on the A.S. Reed Alaska-Yukon moose (240-7/8 points) that is currently in the Boone and Crockett Club’s National Collection of Heads and Horns. Not only was Grancel on the committee that developed the Club’s copyrighted scoring system, but he and his wife Betty coordinated the day to day records-keeping activities of the Club for many years from their New York City apartment.

		

	
		
			Foreword

			More Than Just Methods To Measure Trophies 

			by Frederick J. King

			This edition of the Boone and Crockett Club’s Measurers manual provides the most up-to-date information and techniques about the proper methods of measuring and scoring native North American big game trophies. If used properly, the Measurer’s manual is more than black and white score charts and measuring methods to gain a final mathematical score for a big game animal. An additional value of this manual is the educational opportunity that can be gained by realizing that these animals are an expression of a combination of natural habitat types and space that are necessary for their survival. This then allows the official scoring system to become an educational tool to start discussion about the habitat needs of all wild animals.

			Before going any further it is important for all readers of this manual to become familiar with the mission and goals of the Boone and Crockett Club.

			Mission

			It is the mission of the Boone and Crockett Club to promote the conservation and management of wildlife, especially big game, and its habitat, to preserve and encourage hunting and to maintain the highest ethical standards of fair chase and sportsmanship in North America.

			Goals

			The goals of the Club are the following:

			1. Hunter and Conservation Ethics: The Club will promote outdoor ethics for all people emphasizing shared use of natural resources to protect multiple options for use of enjoyment and especially to protect wildlife populations, public and private land habitats, and associated outdoor recreational experiences. The Club will advocate to all hunters an ethic of respect for wildlife, land, and other users of wildlife. To all users of the outdoors, the Club will legitimize options, and promote responsible, shared and balanced use of natural resources. The Club will accomplish its advocacy by becoming a source of information about hunter and conservation ethics and by participating in the resolution of key natural resource conflicts through forums, symposia, workshops, and other appropriate means.

			2. Big Game Records Keeping and Recognition: The Club will keep the records of native North American Big Game for the purpose of providing a vital conservation record of excellence in specimen quality and linking it with both excellence in habitat management and wildlife management practices that produce such specimens and excellence in hunting skills demonstrated by the taking of such specimens in a manner that fully complies with the Club’s Fair Chase Code. The Club will also organize recognition programs to honor specimen quality, hunter skills, sportsmanship, and management practices that produce quality wildlife populations.

			3. Conservation Research, Education, and Demonstration: The Club will support conservation research, education, and demonstration for the purpose of making resource use consistent with present and future needs. The Club, through its Boone and Crockett Wildlife Conservation Program and its related Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch, plus the Club’s endowed professorships at universities across the country, will conduct its own wildlife studies and education program and, through its Conservation Grants Program, will support the work of others. The Club will also produce publications and videos and organize conferences, symposia, and workshops committed to finding, disseminating, and teaching sustainable conservation practices.

			It becomes quite obvious to the most casual reader that the Boone and Crockett Club has more than just an interest in measuring and recording the scores of native North American big game. Established in 1887 by Theodore Roosevelt and other prominent sportsmen of that time, the Club was initially organized for the conservation of wildlife and natural resources on a national basis. To date, the Boone and Crockett Club remains the oldest wildlife conservation organization in America. 

			Reflecting on the mission and goals established by Boone and Crockett Club members will help prepare all sportsmen and sportswomen for the challenges that will take place in the future concerning the maintenance of wildlife populations and opportunity for hunting.

			One of the greatest threats to all wildlife populations will be the continued loss of wildlife habitat due to urban sprawl of human populations. Other than the hunting tradition, measuring trophies can be one of the best ways to get people participating and talking about the habitat needs of all wild animals. This also allows specific recognition for the financial contribution that hunters have directed towards responsible wildlife management, wildlife research, and habitat acquisition programs.

			Measurers, educated and appointed by the Boone and Crockett Club to properly measure and score native North American big game, have taken on additional responsibilities that go far beyond the scoring system. As unpaid volunteers for the Club, these men and women have elevated and expanded their personal interest in hunting and trophies by becoming unbiased referees to make sure that all trophies and trophy owners are treated fairly during the scoring process. These Measurers spend countless hours measuring trophies under a variety of circumstances to make sure that consistent and accurate measurements are completed during the scoring process before the trophy can be entered into the Club’s records book.

			This elevated involvement and visibility with trophy owners and the general public puts the Official Measurer in a position of being a representative for the Boone and Crockett Club. This responsibility weighs heavily on the shoulders of the Measurer. Not only does this person have the responsibility of trophy measurement, but also he or she now becomes an expression of the mission, the goals, and the vision of the Boone and Crockett Club. In short, the only exposure the hunting and non-hunting public may have with the Boone and Crockett Club will be through their association with a Boone and Crockett Club Measurer.

			It is very important for all Boone and Crockett Club Measurers to realize that the responsibility they have taken upon themselves goes far beyond the physical activity of measuring trophies. The Measurer can have a significant influence on how the public views the Boone and Crockett Club, the tradition of hunting, and the need for maintaining and perpetuating wildlife habitat.

			If trophy owners, Measurers, and others who read and use this manual forget about the habitat needs of all wildlife, then the scoring system that has been developed for measuring trophies becomes nothing more than a black and white accumulation of meaningless numbers.

			There is more to a trophy animal than just the size of antlers, horns, or body. To a hunter, a large part of the quality of any trophy does not necessarily show up in the final mathematical score. This unmeasured quality is the enjoyment of being out during the hunting season in the habitat that produced the animal.
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			There is much more to a trophy animal than the final score—spending time in the field with family and friends, perpetuating our hunting heritage, appreciating wildlife habitat, connecting with the outdoors, gauging big game management successes, to mention only a few.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Gauging Conservation Success One Measurement at a Time

			by Justin Spring

			It is with a great sense of accomplishment and pride that the Records Committee and staff of Boone and Crockett Club present this edition (Fourth) of the Club’s scoring manual titled, How to Score North American Big Game: Boone and Crockett Club’s Official Measurers Manual. 

			Its current form and revisions serve as a testament to the conservation success story of North American big game and the efforts of a number of people over the years. All previous versions of this manual, including that of Grancel Fitz in 1963, were a continuation of instructions on applying a system developed and announced in 1950 by a special committee, chaired by Samuel B. Webb, that was given the task of developing a universal and equitable system for quantifying and ranking big game trophies. The basis of their system—which includes a variety of measurements depending on category—continues to be viewed today as traits of specimens of a mature age from the finest quality habitats available in North America. 

			The first edition of this manual was actually completed in 1985 by Wm. Harold Nesbitt and Dr. Philip L. Wright when the Club’s records archives included fewer than 10,000 trophies. As of this writing there are over 46,500 accepted trophies in Boone and Crockett Club’s Awards Program. This bears testament to the successful conservation of all of North America’s big game species and a universal acceptance of the Club’s system as the standard for gauging big game trophies. With this massive increase in top end trophies, the revisions necessary to this manual become apparent every time a new scoring problem is encountered and resolved by the records committee. The committee prides itself on reviewing each of these cases with a careful eye to the original intent of the committee during its development of the system to ensure a uniform enforcement of scoring criteria over nearly seven decades of its administration. Secondly, revisions and updates must be made as technology advances are forthcoming on a regular basis that each must be considered in relation to the spirit of fair chase and ruled on by the records committee, the governing body of the Club’s records program.

			This manual represents countless hours of committee and staff time as each chapter was carefully reviewed, illustrations updated, and boundaries verified with an eye to the best available current science in species classification. Special thanks go to Vernon C. Bleich, Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner, Vince J. Crichton, Richard T. Hale, Glenn E. Hisey, Frederick J. King, Patrick H. McKenzie, Jack Reneau, David P. Rippeto, and Eric Rominger for their personal reviews and input of their assigned chapters. Official Measurer and wildlife artist Chris Lacey worked closely with book designer Julie Tripp to ensure the highest quality drawings accompany each chapter, and OnXMaps contributed numerous hours of their staff time to ensuring all boundaries were updated to support digital publication of exact boundary locations on numerous digital and print platforms. 

			We have strived to make this manual user friendly and more standardized in how each chapter is laid out to benefit our nearly 1,400 Official Measurers who serve as the backbone of the Club’s records program. It also serves to aid those conservationists who look to this book as a guide on how to quantify a trophy specimen be it for research, curiosity, or to find if their trophy can be of use in documenting the successes of wildlife management in North America. Finally, sportsmen and sportswomen everywhere will find this manual a simple and uncomplicated tool for scoring and evaluating their own trophies. 

			With the original text written by Nesbitt and Wright, the next three editions were updated by C. Randall Byers, Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner, and Jack Reneau. This current edition was updated and rewritten by Jack Reneau, Director Emeritus, under the guidance of Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner, the Vice President of the Records Division, and Richard T. Hale, the current Records Committee Chairman. This manual covers the uniform enforcement of scoring procedures by those tasked with its implementation continually since the 1970s. This book is the premier reference for the application of Boone and Crockett Club’s scoring system. However, as wildlife conservation continues to succeed, additional scoring situations not covered by this manual will arise from time to time. When they do, they will be directly addressed and resolved by the Records of North American Big Game Committee, the governing body of the Club’s records-keeping program. The Records Committee will review each case and may deem a refinement of wording necessary to ensure equal comparison of all trophies over the history of the program. Any and all revisions will be announced in the Club’s quarterly publication, Fair Chase magazine. 

			We hope you find this manual useful in the application of the system to most all specimens of native big game you will encounter in North America. If you happen to come across a trophy that meets or exceeds B&C’s minimum scores we encourage you to do all you can to urge the hunters or owners to have it recorded. The success of this system in gauging successes and failures in big game management for which it is currently maintained requires hunters to support it with their entries be it right at minimum or a new World’s Record.
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			Several measurers and staff who assisted with this revised manual were on hand at the 29th Big Game Awards Judges Panel. From left to right: Richard T. Hale, Jack Reneau, Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner, Patrick H. McKenzie, Vince J. Crichton, Justin Spring, Glenn E. Hisey, Frederick J. King, and Kyle Lehr.
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			Nearly 80 years ago, taxidermist James L. Clark—one of the original developers of B&C’s scoring system—puts the finishing touches on the Chadwick Ram, perhaps one of the most significant trophies in Boone and Crockett Club’s National Collection of Heads and Horns.

		

	
		
			1. Records Keeping

			A Brief History

			Wm. H. Nesbitt, updated by Jack Reneau

			The Boone and Crockett Club was founded in 1887 by Theodore Roosevelt and a group of his close friends. The Club was established because of their mutual love of hunting and the native big game animals of North America. At that time, there were no closed hunting seasons or other regulations on the taking of game. But even this early, the Club and its members were farsighted and well ahead of current need. The concept of “Fair Chase” was introduced in the bylaws of the Club in the 1880s at a time when “hunting” was a 24/7, 365 days a year occupation that many enthusiastically participated in to make a living, clear their farms and ranches of competition, or simply feed themselves and their families. For example, the Club deemed it unfair chase to take swimming animals and chase them down with snowshoes in deep snow. Because of the Club’s efforts to push fair chase and implement game laws and regulations, many big game animals were brought back from the verge of extinction and thrive in healthy populations everywhere.

			During the days of his presidency, Theodore Roosevelt gained well-justified recognition as our “Conservation President.” His contributions were legion. Under his administration, the following were created: 21 reclamation projects, 150 national forests, 51 federal bird reservations, four national game preserves, five national parks, and 18 national monuments. A number of conservation conferences and commissions were also established. His reign in office set a firm foundation for today’s conservation and wildlife management in the United States.

			The actual coining of the word conservation was by Gifford Pinchot, the far-sighted forester and Club member who was the first head of the U.S. Forest Service under President Theodore Roosevelt. Pinchot developed the word conservation to define the whole complex of actions necessary to properly manage our natural resources in good stewardship. As he defined it, it meant in the most simple terms, “wise use”. Conservation today should therefore mean full rational use of renewable resources (e.g., forests, wildlife, etc.) and the lowest rational usage of non-renewable resources (e.g., minerals, oil, etc.). 

			By the end of Roosevelt’s presidency, things were indeed looking bleak for many of the native big-game animals. Bison, whose numbers were once estimated in the tens of millions, were reduced to a few hundred head, and whitetails and other big game were largely eliminated from the states east of the Mississippi. Many folks believed there could be no other final result of civilization’s push West than the extinction of all big game. Even several prominent Club members such as William T. Hornaday and Madison Grant agreed with this dismal forecast. During the years of 1906-1922, Hornaday worked industriously to establish the National Collection of Heads and Horns at the Bronx Zoo in New York City. The collection was displayed in a two stories high, 10,842 square feet, Romanesque style brick and limestone building that opened in 1922. The collection was dedicated “In memory of the vanishing big game of the world.” Today, the collection is the property of the Boone and Crockett Club and displayed at Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium, Springfield, Missouri. It includes many fine specimens such as L.S. Chadwick’s Stone’s sheep, acclaimed by many as the finest specimen of North American big game ever taken. It is an outstanding collection that will give much enjoyment to the hunter and other serious students of our native North American big game. More importantly, today it represents the outstanding success stories of modern game management and conservation that have restored our game populations to healthy levels that can be utilized in consumptive uses such as hunting, as well as just the plain enjoyment of watching these magnificent creatures in the wild.

			Measuring big game animals and publishing those records began more than a century ago with the release of a book in 1892 by Rowland Ward, Ltd., titled Records of Big Game. This book established the first benchmarks for what constituted a trophy. It did not glorify the hunter or the means by which the animal was taken. The Rowland Ward book focused on outstanding trophies from around the world with minimal attention paid to the magnificent North American trophies, as the cost of sending these new world trophies across the Atlantic Ocean for official measurement and possible publication was significant. 

			Boone and Crockett Club’s involvement with records keeping actually goes all the way back to its very roots. Theodore Roosevelt, George Bird Grinnell, and Archibald Rogers, all founding fathers of B&C served as Competition Judges for the first-ever Sportsman’s Exposition held at Madison Square Garden in 1895, which became an annual event. A summary of the event and trophies scored is a special chapter in a Club book (1895) titled Hunting in Many Lands, by Theodore Roosevelt and George Bird Grinnell.

			In 1902, Roosevelt, Rogers, and Caspar Whitney were appointed by the Club’s board of directors to a committee assigned the task of creating a “standard” scoring procedure for native North American big game. No record of their work was known to exist until 2007 when an extremely rare book published in 1906 by Professional B&C member James H. Kidder, chairman of the Committee on Big Game Measurements, surfaced. Only four copies of this leather-bound, pocket-sized book titled, Big Game Measurements: Game Book of the Boone and Crockett Club, are known to exist; the number printed is unknown. This early Club scoring manual detailed a “standard” but inadequate procedure for measuring 17 categories of big game.

			In 1932, Prentiss N. Gray, a long-time Club member, authored the Club’s first big-game records book titled, Records of North American Big Game. It was published under the auspices of the National Collection of Heads and Horns, New York Zoological Society. The measurements were quite simple, the length of skull, or the longer antler or horn, plus a basal circumference. This book was reprinted in booklet form by Derrydale Press and Remington Arms, Inc., in 1934. The reprint version is titled, North American Big Game Official Measurement Records Compiled by Prentiss N. Gray.

			Gray recognized the interest in big-game records keeping in his foreword in the 1932 edition of Records of North American Big Game by stating, “Queen Elizabeth I in the 16th century commissioned an expedition for the specific purpose of collecting the finest examples of big game animals in the world.” Such a book, as noted by Gray, was a significant record of natural history at its finest. Gray stated that “developing a measuring system to pay tribute to outstanding big game trophies and natural history was a way to preserve our natural heritage before the hunter or trophy owner passed away and their relatives discarded or gave away the prized trophies.” 

			Gray’s first edition was followed in 1939 by a second edition called North American Big Game that was edited by Alfred Ely, Dr. Harold A. Anthony, and R.R.M. Carpenter. Again, simple measurements were used to rank the trophies listed. This edition is especially notable for several fine chapters on subjects related to measurement and big game, especially Grancel Fitz’s lengthy chapter on his idea of a complex system of measurements that would, as a result of the numeric score total, rank trophies naturally. This chapter furnished an excellent counterpoint to another system being used by Dr. James L. Clark, a noted taxidermist and long-time Club member, for his personal Big Game Competitions conducted at his taxidermy business. Fitz’s system was a bit more objective, while Clark’s was more imaginative in its measurements. Both systems had serious flaws but were superior to the single measurement ranking used in the 1932 and 1939 records books of the Club. 

			Development of a viable scoring system was postponed during WW II, which fully occupied all of America. Following the war, as things began to return to normal, interest in big-game records keeping was renewed by the Boone and Crockett Club. In 1947, the Club began annual Big Game Competitions with trophies being scored and ranked by the scoring system that was first used for scoring trophies listed in the 1932 and 1939 records books. Winners were chosen by a Judges’ Panel. But, while these proved popular, they also pointed out the subjective nature of awards based entirely upon the opinions of a group of judges, no matter how well qualified. There was an obvious need for an objective system that could be applied by sportsmen to their own best trophies. 

			The measuring system as set forth in this book contains the heritage of Gray and Boone and Crockett Club’s Records Committee that began as the seed of an idea by the Club’s Board of Directors in 1902. The Club’s first scoring manual, Big Game Measurements: Game Book of the Boone and Crockett Club, was published in 1906. This 4th edition of the Club’s official copyrighted scoring system in this measurer’s manual provides the information needed to understand the complexity of each of the 38 different big-game categories recognized by the Club and offers a tribute to the scoring methods that preceded it. This measuring system details the impressive evolution of big game specimens of the 19th and 20th centuries. Gray meticulously began the process of officially recording outstanding North American trophies.

			In 1949, Samuel B. Webb, well-known to major Club members and a close friend of both Grancel Fitz and Dr. James L. Clark, was chosen to chair a special committee of the Club to devise an equitable, objective measurement system for native North American big game. In addition to Webb, Fitz, and Clark, the committee members included Dr. Harold E. Anthony, Milford Baker, and Frederick K. Barbour. All were experienced big game hunters with strong interest in giving recognition to exceptional big game trophies. Dr. Anthony was an Associate Curator at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. The committee worked during the year to arrive at the system adopted by the Boone and Crockett Club in 1950. Prior to publication, the system was circulated to 250 sportsmen, biologists, scientists, members of the outdoor press, and other interested parties for their comments. Once adopted, the system quickly became established as the universally accepted standard for measuring native North American big game. 

			That the committee was able to evolve a comprehensive system meshing the best points of both Fitz’s and Clark’s systems is a distinct tribute to the committee chair, Samuel B. Webb. Fitz and Clark were both very intelligent and accomplished men with full confidence that their own system was the best. Drawing on his friendships with both, Webb was able to focus the committee to arrive at the resulting system that combined the stronger points of both systems into a system so objective and fair that it continues today in essentially the same form as originally formulated. 

			The Club’s scoring system depends upon carefully taken measurements of the enduring trophy characteristics, such as antlers, horns, etc., to arrive at a numerical final score that provides instant ranking for all trophies of a category. By measuring only enduring characters (such as antlers, horns, tusks, and skulls) rather than skin length or carcass weight, the measurements may be repeated at any later date to verify both the measurements and the resulting ranking in each category. Anyone doubting the correctness of a particular trophy’s ranking can readily prove or disprove his own contentions by a simple replication of the measurements. 

			Unlike all other systems, B&C’s system places heavy emphasis on symmetry, penalizing those portions of the measured material that are non-symmetrical. This results in even, well-matched trophies scoring better and placing higher in the rankings than equally developed but mismatched trophies, a result that most people readily agree with and accept. For those antlered trophies with unusual amounts of abnormal antler material, non-typical categories were developed to give them recognition as they would be unduly penalized in the typical categories.

			The scoring system developed by Boone and Crockett Club members over the years with extensive input from wildlife experts across North America, is basically the same today as it was in 1950, with a limited number of changes and improvements in the precise methodology. Improvements are especially made when new scoring situations are encountered that have never before been seen. One of the original Official Measurers was Dr. Philip L. Wright, the seventh chairman of the Club’s Records Committee, from the wildlife department of the University of Montana. 

			With the newly established system in place in 1950, the Club set about rescoring those trophies previously recognized in the 1932 and 1939 records books. The results, along with other trophies qualifying under the new system, were published in 1952 in Records of North American Big Game, the third edition of the All-time records book. This is then the “first” records book that used the Club’s copyrighted scoring system adopted in 1950. It was followed by editions in 1958, 1964, 1971, 1977, 1981, 1988, 1993, 1999, 2005, and 2011. The 1977 edition was notable because it was the only edition ever published in cooperation with another organization. It was published in cooperation with the National Rifle Association, the co-sponsor of the Club’s records-keeping program during 1973-1980. The name of this joint effort was known as North American Big Game Awards Program (NABGAP). The next edition of the All-time records book will be published in 2017.

			This updated fourth edition of Boone and Crockett Club’s Official Measurer’s manual and a copy of the latest All-time records book, Records of North American Big Game, combine to provide the hunter and wildlife biologist the specifics of over a century of experience and decades of fine-tuned, records-keeping methods that pay tribute to all native North American big game. 

			In 1984, the special 18th Awards Program records book titled, Boone and Crockett Club’s 18th Big Game Awards, was published. Its listings were limited to the 950 trophies accepted during the 18th Awards Program Entry Period of 1980-1982. Awards Program records books have been subsequently published every three years, the year following the close of each Awards Program. Thus, there is an All-time records book published every six years and an Awards Program records book every three years. The two differ in important ways. The All-time records book includes all trophies over current All-time minimum entry scores and meets other stated requirements that have been entered since the beginning of the system in 1950. The Awards Program records book includes only those trophies accepted during the stated three-year Awards Program, as based on the lower entry minimums applicable for many categories. Thus, a good number of trophies get recognition in the Awards Program records book that cannot qualify for listing in the All-time records book. The inclusion of the hunting stories and photos of the trophies receiving awards makes the Awards Program records book a uniquely enjoyable book for the trophy hunter, while the All-time records book provides the definitive answers to questions regarding statistics for native North American big game.

			To date, there have been 11 Awards Program records books published since the 18th was published in 1983. The next one to be published is Boone and Crockett Club’s 29th Big Game Awards that will be published in the fall of 2016 after the 29th Awards Program and related activities are held in Springfield, Missouri. Over the years, the number of trophies in a single Awards Program records book has grown from 950 in the 18th Awards book to 4,900 in the 28th Awards book, clearly indicating that conservation efforts during those years paid big dividends.

			The next edition (14th) of the All-time records book, Records of North American Big Game, will be published in the fall of 2017. The number of trophies in the 13th edition stands at nearly 28,000 entries above the higher All-time minimum scores. Again, this is another clear indication that conservation efforts in North America are clearly working since hitting all-time lows at the start of the 20th century. If it wasn’t for the conservation efforts initiated by Theodore Roosevelt and other early Club members, the outlook for North American big game would likely be very bleak.

			The original annual Competitions of the Club that were begun in 1947 were changed to a biennial basis in 1952 and to a triennial basis in 1968. In the early 1970s, the Competitions were renamed Awards Programs to better identify the basic concept of recognition of fine trophies taken under conditions of Fair Chase rather than “Competition” of such trophies. The three-year basis of trophy entry continues today. A detailed history of the Awards Programs since their inception is shown in Table 1.

			Following the close of each Awards Program Entry Period, the finest few trophies of each category are invited to a central location for Final Judging. Trophies remeasured by the Judges’ Panel and subsequently certified by the Panel for awards are eligible to receive a Boone and Crockett Club Big Game Medal and/or Certificate. Trophies receiving Place Awards, Honorable Mentions, and Certificates of Merit are featured with photos and their hunting story in the Awards Program records book, (e.g. Boone and Crockett Club’s 29th Big Game Awards) published the year following the close of an Awards Program Entry Period. Entries accepted during two Awards Program Entry Periods that do score over stated minimums for the All-time records book and meet other stated requirements will be added to the listings of the next All-time records book to comprise the next edition of the all-time records book Records of North American Big Game. Of course, only trophies never before entered and/or published in a Boone and Crockett Club records book can be accepted as entries. 

			As noted, some categories do require lower minimum scores for entry into the Awards Program Entry Period and Awards records book than for the All-time records book. The current list of minimum entry scores for both the Awards Program Entry Period and the All-time records book is located in the reference section at the back of this book. For specific requirements of entry beyond minimum score and geographic location for certain categories (see Chapter 2 for complete explanation of geographic boundaries), refer to chapters 17 and 18, General Procedures and General Policies. 

			How to Score North American Big Game is used by all B&C Official Measurers. It is also a handy reference guide for those of us who are fascinated by large antlers, skulls, horns, and tusks. It is a significant wildlife management reference tool that is used by fish and game agencies and their trained wildlife specialists to provide for the study and control of wildlife herds and species protecting them for future generations.

			This book is a testament to the simple records-keeping methods begun in the early 20th century. Hunters are encouraged to read with care the words of current Official Measurers and Boone and Crockett Club’s editors who have compiled this book and bring this scoring system to life in a way we can all understand.

			This book is for the present, but it reflects the knowledge of the past and the tradition that continues for tomorrow and future generations.
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			Grancel Fitz was on the committee that developed the Club’s copyrighted scoring system. He and his wife Betty (shown left) coordinated the day-to-day records-keeping activities of the Club for many years from their New York City apartment.

		

		
			The following three charts show a comparison of the scoring systems developed by Grancel Fitz, James L. Clark, and the current B&C scoring system that is a combination of the best aspects of each. 
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			GRANCEL FITZ WHITETAIL DEER CHART
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			JAMES L. CLARK WHITETAIL DEER CHART
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			CURRENT B&C WHITEAIL DEER SCORE CHART

		

		
			Table 1.

			North American Big Game Awards Programs Summary
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			The Club’s first competition was held in 1947 at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. Only 37 trophies were in that first display.

		

	
		
			2. Category Boundaries

			For B&C Records-Keeping Entry

			B&C Records of North American Big Game Committee

			The Boone and Crockett Club’s big-game records keeping deals only with certain native North American big game animals. For such purposes, the southern boundary is defined as the south boundary of Mexico. Only cougar, jaguar, and whitetail deer of the recognized trophy categories range south of this boundary, and only the first two reach recordable size south of Mexico. The northern limit for trophies such as polar bear and walrus is the limit of the continent and associated waters held by the United States, Canada, or Greenland. Continental limits and held waters define east and west boundaries for all categories.

			A number of species show geographical variation so that there are smaller varieties inhabiting some parts of the continent and larger ones elsewhere. For example, mature moose from Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, etc., of the Shiras’ variety, although they may grow large and beautiful racks, are unable to compete with the monstrous moose from the Alaska-Yukon region. So it has been necessary to break up the total ranges of some of the species into various categories in order to provide proper recognition. 

			The Records Committee has, over the years, gradually defined the areas from which trophies may be entered and has modified these boundaries in some cases when more thorough knowledge of the distribution of the animals in question has become known. The Committee creates new categories from time to time. In fact, the Club has created four new categories since 1986, including non-typical American elk, tule elk, and non-typical categories for both Columbia blacktail deer and Sitka blacktail deer. Other new trophy categories (e.g., wolves, Columbia whitetail deer, alligators) have been proposed, but the Committee maintains a conservative stance in reviewing such proposals. New categories are considered only when the following conditions are met: 

			1)	there are extensive geographical areas where the proposed animals occur;

			2)	the animals occur in good numbers;

			3)	there are suitable boundaries that can be drawn;

			4)	the game department(s) managing the proposed class are in favor of setting up such a new category;

			5)	scientific evidence supports the new category.

			The following material will review the categories for which there are geographically defined boundaries. Obviously these boundaries must be observed in the taking of a trophy in order for it to be considered for that category. As a general rule, the categories are set so there is virtually no chance of a larger category specimen (or a hybrid animal) being taken within the boundary for the smaller category. While this may exclude some deserving specimens of the smaller category that are resident in the larger category’s range, it is a price that must be paid to keep the smaller categories pure.

			Bears

			Alaska Brown and Grizzly Bears

			The big brown bears are found on Kodiak and Afognak Islands, the Alaska Peninsula, and eastward and southeastward along the coast of Alaska. The smaller interior grizzly is found in the remaining parts of the continent. The boundary between the two was first defined as an imaginary line extending 75 miles inland from the coast of Alaska. Later this boundary was more precisely defined (Figure 2-A) with the current definition as follows:

			A line of separation between the larger growing coastal brown bear and the smaller interior grizzly has been developed such that west and south of this line (to and including Unimak Island) bear trophies are recorded as Alaska brown bear. North and east of this line, bear trophies are recorded as grizzly bear. The boundary line description is as follows: Starting at Pearse Canal and following the Canadian-Alaskan boundary northwesterly to Mt. St. Elias on the 141 degree meridian; thence north along the Canadian-Alaskan boundary to Mt. Natazhat; thence west northwest along the divide of the Wrangell Range to Mt. Jarvis at the western end of the Wrangell Range; thence north along the divide of the Mentasta Range to Mentasta Pass; thence in a general westerly direction along the divide of the Alaska Range to Houston Pass; thence westerly following the 62nd parallel of latitude to the Bering Sea.

			Polar Bear

			Polar bear must be taken in either United States or Canadian-held water and/or land mass in order to be eligible for entry in B&C. This definition is necessary because of the wide range of polar bears in the far northern hemisphere.

			Cougar

			Cougar are eligible for entry in B&C from all states and provinces that classify it as a game animal. While Texas Parks and Wildlife does not consider cougar a game animal and does not issue a hunting license for them, they are eligible for entry in B&C on a case-by-case basis, so long as they are taken in fair chase.

			Jaguar

			Jaguar must be taken north of the south boundary of Mexico (the southern boundary of North America for big-game records-keeping purposes) in order to be eligible.

			Walrus

			To be eligible for entry, walrus trophies must be taken within U.S., Canadian, or Greenland waters and/or land areas (Figure 2-B). 

			Pacific Walrus

			The geographical boundary for Pacific walrus is that portion of the Bering Sea east of the International Dateline; south along coastal Alaska, including the Pribilof Islands and Bristol Bay; extending eastward into Canada to the southwest coasts of Banks and Victoria Islands and the mouth of Bathurst Inlet in Nunavut Province (formerly known as Northwest Territories).

			Atlantic Walrus

			The geographical boundary for Atlantic walrus is basically the Arctic and Atlantic coasts south to Massachusetts. More specifically the Atlantic walrus boundary in Canada extends westward to Mould Bay of Prince Patrick Island, to just east of Cape George Richards of Melville Island and to Taloyoak, Nunavut Province (formerly known as Spence Bay, Northwest Territories); and eastward to include trophies taken in Greenland.

			Elk

			Roosevelt’s Elk

			The Roosevelt’s elk category was established in 1979. Roosevelt’s elk trophies have thicker, shorter antlers, and many of the largest trophies develop crown points—a very distinctive feature.

			Figure 2-C indicates the boundary for Roosevelt’s elk, which are acceptable from Del Norte, Humboldt, and Trinity Counties, California, as well as that portion of Siskiyou County west of I-5 in northern California; from west of I-5 in Oregon and Washington; and from Afognak and Raspberry Islands of Alaska. The Roosevelt’s elk boundary in British Columbia, which was expanded in 2010, includes all of Vancouver Island and all of the islands in the Strait of Georgia. On the British Columbia mainland, the boundary includes all of the coastal watersheds of Butte Inlet at the north to Fraser River, Harrison River/Harrison Lake and all of its tributaries at the south. 

			The Alaskan animals are the result of a successful transplant from the Olympic Peninsula of Washington State. To date, only two Alaska bulls have been accepted in B&C’s records program. Most of the Roosevelt’s elk accepted in B&C have come from coastal Oregon and Washington, with a smaller number of bulls from Vancouver Island and the recently expanded Roosevelt’s Elk area mentioned above (Figure 2-C, inset). 

			Tule Elk

			The tule elk category was established in 1998 by the Records Committee after several years of careful and detailed review. The geographical boundary (Figure 2-D) for tule elk is as follows: 

			That portion of California within a line beginning at the junction of the Pacific Ocean and the Ventura-Santa Barbara County line; north along the Ventura-Santa Barbara County line to the Kern County line; east along the Kern County line to I-5; north along I-5 to the Kern County line; east along the Kern County line to the San Bernardino County line; east along the San Bernardino County line to the California-Nevada state line; northwest along the California-Nevada state line to I-50; west along I-50 to I-5 in Sacramento County; north along I-5 to the Tehama County line; west along the Tehama County line to the Mendocino County line; north and then west along the Mendocino County line to US Highway 101; south along Highway 101 to Twin Rocks (Mendocino County where 101 turns east/west) with a line extending 6.0 miles west of Highway 101 from this point and continuing south along Highway 101 (6 miles to the west) to the town of Willits; due east 6 miles to Highway 101 in Willits; south along Highway 101 to the intersection with Bodega Avenue in Petaluma; west along Bodega Avenue to the intersection with Valley Ford Road south of Two Rocks; north and west along Valley Ford Road to the intersection with Highway 1; west along Highway 1 to the intersection with Salmon Creek near the town of Salmon Creek; west along Salmon Creek to the Pacific Ocean; and south along the Pacific Ocean to the point of beginning. As of 2015 there are 21 specific tule elk herds within this area.

			All other elk varieties, from the Rocky Mountains and eastward, are now referred to as either typical or non-typical American elk.

			Mule Deer, Columbia, and Sitka Blacktail Deer

			The problem of properly defining the boundary between the large antlered mule deer, which ranges widely over most of the western third of the United States and western Canada, and its smaller relatives, the Columbia and Sitka blacktails of the West Coast, has been difficult from the beginning of records keeping. The three varieties belong to the same species and thus are able to interbreed readily where their ranges meet. The intent of the Club in drawing suitable boundary lines is to exclude intergrades from each of the three categories. These boundaries have been redrawn as necessary, as more details have become known about the precise ranges of these animals. 

			Columbia Blacktail Deer

			The current boundary (Figure 2-E) for mule and Columbia blacktail deer is as follows:

			British Columbia — Starting at the Washington-British Columbia border, blacktail deer range runs west of the height of land between the Skagit and the Chilliwack Ranges, intersecting the Fraser River opposite the mouth of Ruby Creek, then west to and up Harrison Lake to and up Tipella Creek to the height of land in Garibaldi Park and northwesterly along this divide past Alta Lake, Mt. Dalgleish, and Mt. Waddington, thence north to Bella Coola. From Bella Coola, the boundary continues north to the head of Dean Channel, Gardner Canal, and Douglas Channel to the town of Anyox, then due west to the Alaska-British Columbia border, which is then followed south to open water. This boundary excludes the area west of the Klesilkwa River and the west side of the Lillooet River.

			Washington — Beginning at the Washington-British Columbia border, the boundary line runs south along the west boundary of North Cascades National Park to the range line between R10E and R11E, Willamette Meridian, which is then followed directly south to its intersection with the township line between T18N and T17N, which is then followed westward until it connects with the north border of Mt. Rainier National Park, then along the north, west and south park boundaries until it intersects with the range line between R9E and R10E, Willamette Meridian, which is then followed directly south to the Columbia River near Cook.

			Oregon — Beginning at Multnomah Falls on the Columbia River, the boundary runs south along the western boundary of the National Forest to Tiller in Douglas County, then south along Highway 227 to Highway 62 at Trail, then south following Highway 62 to Medford, from which the boundary follows the range line between R1W and R2W, Willamette Meridian, to the California border.

			California — Beginning in Siskiyou County at the Oregon-California border, the boundary lies between townships R8W and R9W M.D.M., extending south to and along the Klamath River to Hamburg, then south along the road to Scott Bar, continuing south and then east on the unimproved road from Scott Bar to its intersection with the paved road to Mugginsville, then south through Mugginsville to State Highway 3, which is then followed to Douglas City in Trinity County, from which the line runs east on State Highway 299 to I-5. The line follows I-5 south to the area of Anderson, where the Sacramento River moves east of I-5, following the Sacramento River until it joins with the San Joaquin River, which is followed to the south border of Stanislaus County. The line then runs west along this border to the east border of Santa Clara County. The east and south borders of Santa Clara County are then followed to the south border of Santa Cruz County, which is then followed to the edge of Monterey Bay.

			Sitka Blacktail

			On the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia and along the coast of Alaska ranges another subspecies of mule deer, the Sitka blacktail. Accordingly, after a compilation of scores of the largest Sitka blacktail deer trophies from southern Alaska (including those from Kodiak Island where they have been transplanted), a separate trophy category was established for typical Sitka blacktail deer in 1983 with a minimum All-time records book entry score of 108 (Awards minimum 100). The non-typical Sitka blacktail deer category was established in 2001 with a minimum score of 118.

			Sitka blacktails have been transplanted to the Queen Charlotte Islands and are abundant there. Thus, the acceptable area for this category includes southeastern Alaska and the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia (Figure 2-F). 

			Recently completed B&C supported DNA research has not resulted in any boundary changes. However, hunters who have taken a buck within the mule deer boundary area that they believe to be a pure strain of either Columbia blacktail or Sitka blacktail can have a DNA test performed for a nominal cost at their expense to determine if it is a pure specimen from either category. If the analysis proves that it is, it can be entered in the correct category even though it may have been taken within the mule deer boundary. Details of this program are included in the policy chapter and the reference section of this book. Hunters can also call B&C headquarters in Missoula, Montana, for details and instructions.

			Whitetail and Coues’ Deer

			Whitetail deer range widely over North America, with recordable trophies known from almost all of this range. The largest specimens are more common from the northern states and southern Canada. Although there is some sentiment for subdividing the range of whitetails into more than two categories, with lower minimums for the southern states, there are no natural boundaries to use in such an effort. But, the tiny Coues’ whitetail of the southwest is a different story. It has been recognized in a separate trophy category since the start of the Club’s big game records keeping in 1932. The acceptable area (Figure 2-G) for Coues’ whitetail deer entries is defined as central and southern Arizona and the Mexican states of Sonora and Chihuahua. In New Mexico the Coues’ whitetail deer boundary is defined as: the Arizona border to the west, the New Mexico border to the south, the Rio Grande River to the east and I-40 to the north. 

			Occasionally, Coues’ deer may interbreed with mule deer, so the records committee may request that a DNA analysis be performed on a Coues’ deer if there is any doubt as to its genetic purity.

			Moose

			The boundaries for the three classes of moose have remained essentially unchanged since the beginning of the records keeping (Figure 2-H). Opportunities generally increased in the late 2000s until recently when population declines have limited, and in the case of Minnesota closed, historically strong moose seasons. 

			Alaska-Yukon Moose

			The Alaska-Yukon moose category includes moose from Alaska, Yukon Territory, and Northwest Territories.

			Canada Moose

			The Canada moose category includes moose from all of the remaining provinces of Canada, plus Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Vermont, and eastern Montana along its northern border with Saskatchewan (Figure 2-I).

			Shiras’ Moose

			The Shiras’ moose category has the Canadian border as its northern boundary. Its range includes all of the Rocky Mountain region south of Canada and west to the Pacific Ocean, including the following states: Colorado, Idaho, western Montana, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. 

			Caribou

			The various varieties of caribou, which vary widely in size and antler configuration, have required subdivision of the species into five different trophy categories (Figure 2-J): mountain, woodland, barren ground, Central Canada barren ground, and Quebec-Labrador. Prior to 1960, the classification of the different species and subspecies of the world was in disarray. At that time, Frank Banfield (a Canadian wildlife biologist) reviewed all of the available museum specimens of the world’s caribou and reduced the number of valid subspecies. Among his conclusions were that the new world caribou and the old world reindeer should all be classified as one species, but that northern barren ground caribou differ from the more southerly distributed woodland caribou, both in Eurasia and in North America.

			Barren Ground Caribou

			The largest antlered caribou from North America are the Grant’s variety from Alaska and northern Yukon Territory. These caribou, called barren ground caribou for records-keeping purposes, have long, rounded main beams with very long top points. They also have the highest all-time records book minimum entry score of 400 points. (See below also for description of boundary between barren ground caribou and mountain caribou in Yukon Territory.) Trophies taken in Alaska on Umnak and Atka Islands, Alaska, are not eligible for entry in B&C at this time because they are considered reindeer and B&C does not have a category for reindeer.

			Woodland Caribou

			The so-called mountain caribou, now regarded as a variety of woodland caribou, is found in British Columbia, Alberta, southern Yukon Territory, and the Mackenzie Mountains of Northwest Territories. In Yukon Territory, the boundary (Figure 2-K) begins at the intersection of the Yukon River with the boundary between Yukon Territory and the state of Alaska. The boundary runs southeasterly following the Yukon River upstream to Dawson; then easterly and southerly along the Klondike Highway to Stewart Crossing; then easterly following the road to Mayo; then northeasterly following the road to McQuesten Lake; then easterly following the south shore of McQuesten Lake and then upstream following the main drainage to the divide leading to Scougale Creek to its confluence with the Beaver River; then south following the Beaver River downstream to its confluence with the Rackla River; then southeasterly following the Rackla River downstream to its confluence with the Stewart River; then northeasterly following the Stewart River upstream to its confluence with the North Stewart River to the boundary between Yukon Territory and Northwest Territories. North of this line caribou are classified as barren ground caribou for records-keeping purposes, while those specimens taken south of this line are considered mountain caribou.

			Central Canada Barren Ground Caribou

			Central Canada barren ground caribou occur on Baffin Island and the mainland of Northwest Territories and Nunavut, as well as in northern Manitoba and northern Saskatchewan (Figure 2-L). Caribou from other Arctic islands north of the mainland of Northwest Territories/Nunavut are ineligible for entry in B&C’s records books. The geographic boundaries in the mainland of Northwest Territories are: the Mackenzie River to the west; the north edge of the continent to the north (excluding any islands except Baffin Island); Hudson’s Bay to the east; and the southern boundary of Northwest Territories to the south.

			The boundary for Central Canada barren ground caribou in Manitoba begins at the point of intersection of the south limit of township 87 with the provincial boundary between the provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The boundary then follows this township line east to the point of confluence with Waskaiowka Lake. From there it proceeds in a northeasterly direction along the high-water mark of the north shore of the aforementioned lake following the sinuosities of the shoreline to the point of intersection with the water connection to Hale Lake. From this point, the high-water mark of the north shoreline is followed to the point of intersection with the Little Churchill River. Henceforth, it follows the high-water mark of the north or westerly shore of the Little Churchill River including expansions of the river into lakes to the point of confluence with the Churchill River. From there the boundary crosses the mouth of the Little Churchill River and follows the high-water mark on the south or easterly shore of the Churchill River to the community of Churchill located on Hudson Bay.

			Caribou taken in Manitoba north of the above described boundary are classified as Central Canada barren ground caribou.

			In Saskatchewan, Central Canada barren ground caribou occur within Wildlife Management Zone #76. The boundary begins at the intersection between the 59th parallel and the Alberta-Saskatchewan border (intersection of 59th parallel and 110th meridian), runs east a few kilometers along the 59th parallel to its juncture with the south shore of Lake Athabasca, then follows the south shore of Lake Athabasca north easterly to the mouth of the MacFarlane River, turns south along the MacFarlane River to its juncture with the 109th meridian, follows the 109th meridian south a few kilometers to its intersection with the 58th parallel, turns easterly along the 58th parallel to its intersection with the 107th meridian, turns south along the 107th meridian until its intersection with the 58th parallel, then turns east and follows the 58th parallel to the Manitoba-Saskatchewan border (intersection of 58th parallel and 102nd meridian). North of this line is the Central Canada barren-ground caribou zone (Wildlife Management Zone 76) where Central Canada barren ground caribou may be legally hunted in Saskatchewan.

			Quebec-Labrador Caribou

			The Quebec-Labrador caribou category was established in 1968. This large woodland caribou has very wide, long-beamed antlers with almost universally palmated bez formations. To have left these animals in competition with the woodland caribou of Newfoundland would have resulted in a complete swamping of the smaller-antlered woodland caribou from Newfoundland. Boundaries for Quebec-Labrador caribou are just as the name implies, Quebec and Labrador (Figure 2-M).

			Woodland Caribou

			Woodland caribou are eligible for entry from Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and New Brunswick. Woodland caribou occur sparingly all the way across Canada to southern British Columbia. Although there may be some open seasons in these provinces, they are not taken in large numbers anywhere. It would seem inappropriate to place such animals in competition with those from Newfoundland where they have been regularly hunted for more than 100 years (Figure 2-J). 

			Caribou trophies taken on Greenland are not eligible for entry in B&C because they are considered reindeer and B&C does not have a category for reindeer.

			Bison

			Bison exist as wild, free-ranging herds in their original setting in very few places. They are eligible for entry in B&C from states and provinces that recognize them as wild and free-ranging big game animals and for which a hunting license and big game tag are issued. Figure 2-N illustrates the specific areas within states and provinces from which bison are accepted.

			Musk Ox

			Beginning with the 8th edition (1981) of the All-time records book, the two previously recognized categories of musk ox (Greenland and barren ground) were combined into a single category. Musk ox from Alaska, Canada, and Greenland are all eligible for entry into the single category recognized today.

			Sheep

			The wild sheep of North America belong in only two species, the thin-horned sheep of northern British Columbia northward (Ovis dalli), and the bighorn sheep ranging from central B.C. southward to Baja, California (Ovis canadensis).

			Dall’s and Stone’s Sheep

			Dall’s (or white) sheep range over much of Alaska, most of Yukon Territory, the Mackenzie Mountains of Northwest Territories, and an isolated area of British Columbia. Stone’s sheep occur primarily in northern British Columbia. Where the ranges of these two subspecies meet, the intergrade animals may range through a variety of dark gray shades to almost white. This intergrade was, at one time, regarded as a separate subspecies (Fannin’s sheep), but this form cannot really be defined and the idea of a separate category for such animals was rejected many years ago. After consultation with guides, knowledgeable biologists and hunters, the decision was made that any thin-horned sheep that shows any black hairs on the body is classified as a Stone’s sheep, unless only the tail is black. In the case of a black tail only, the trophy would be considered a Dall’s sheep. The area from which Fannin-type trophies are known is primarily the Pelly Mountains of the southern Yukon. But, they might be recorded from extreme northern British Columbia, and perhaps other localities in the southern Yukon.

			Bighorn and Desert Sheep

			The bighorn sheep are separable into bighorn sheep and desert bighorn sheep (Figure 2-O). Thanks to the conservation efforts of numerous groups and individuals desert sheep are currently acceptable for entry from certain parts of California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, West Texas, and select free ranging herds in Mexico including Carmen and Tiburon Islands. Bighorn sheep are found and acceptable for entry from most Western States other than California which only has huntable populations of desert sheep. Numerous bighorn sheep transplants have been made in the Western states of both Rocky Mountain and California bighorns, some of which have been spectacularly successful in restoring sheep to ancestral ranges. In some cases, extremely high scoring trophies have come from these transplanted animals or their progeny.

			These transplants have resulted in problems for records keeping in the case of the restoration of the so-called California bighorn, which has flourished in natural populations only from central and southcentral British Columbia. This subspecies originally ranged from extreme northeastern California through eastern Oregon, into eastern and central Washington, extreme southwestern Idaho, and northward into central British Columbia. Successful transplants from British Columbia have now been made into North Dakota (where the now extinct Audubon’s sheep originally occurred), as well as many other areas within the original range of the subspecies. Currently, a few California bighorns are recorded in the listing for bighorn sheep, and these specimens are largely from native animals taken in British Columbia. Since it appears that California bighorns do not have as large horns as those from the Rocky Mountains, there have naturally been requests to establish a new trophy category for such animals. For now, they are only acceptable for entry in the bighorn sheep category for records-keeping purposes as few transplanted herds are comprised completely of California bighorns.
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