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INTRODUCTION


Gen. Douglas MacArthur had a full military career of accolades and disappointments. The son of a famous general who was a hero of the American Civil War, Douglas did his best to emulate his father on the fields of France in the First World War. He emerged from that conflict as one of the youngest general officers in the United States Army and as one of the most highly decorated Americans. MacArthur reached the pinnacle of his career in 1930 as Chief of Staff of the United States Army, the highest position an army officer can reach. He was the youngest ever to do so. In 1935 he moved to the Philippines and retired from the army in 1937. His career was over—or at least he thought it was.


The Empire of Japan created the need for Douglas MacArthur to become a soldier again. Japan’s wars in Asia threatened the national interests of the United States, and the Philippines were in the direct path of Japan’s ambitions. MacArthur was recalled to active duty and given command in the Philippines: a command that most in the U.S. military believed would be sacrificed at the outset of war. MacArthur exuded confidence, but that never outweighs material might. The Japanese attacked in December 1941, and like at Pearl Harbor, MacArthur tasted disaster at the outset. He made brilliant moves and mistakes after the Japanese invasion, but was ordered away from his command to Australia before the end came: the worst defeat in American history. Whereas the commanders at Pearl Harbor saw their careers terminated, MacArthur was given another chance.


Arriving in Australia, MacArthur found he had nothing with which to take the offensive against the Japanese, and the geography of the Pacific presented a major problem. War in the Pacific was nothing like what he had witnessed in France in the First World War. Air power was dominant, something he had to learn. There were no roads to Tokyo and victory. The highway of the Pacific was water. MacArthur had to become a master of combined arms—air, land, and sea—to prosecute this war. He handpicked a team of generals and admirals to help him and won the confidence of the Allied Powers to give him the support he needed to wage war.


Throughout the Second World War, MacArthur was last on a long list of those who needed men and supplies to win the war. Many in the U.S. War Department never thought he would leave Australia because he wasn’t being given anything to fight with, but in conjunction with U.S. naval forces, MacArthur and his Australian allies went on the offensive in the Pacific in late 1942. MacArthur’s drive was always on the verge of being shut down for a concentrated push by naval forces in the Central Pacific. It was his string of unbroken victories that kept it alive.


Allied strategy was focused on the defeat of Japan by the quickest possible method. MacArthur was too, but his method was always through the Philippines. Defeat in the Philippines was forever on his mind, and the only way to erase that stain on his career and taste redemption was to return and liberate the islands. It was a quest not shared by the Navy, the War Department, or the Allied Powers. Circumstances, opportunity, and the will of Douglas MacArthur convinced them otherwise, and he was able fulfill his famous promise and the quote he will forever be remembered for: “I shall return.”


To his contemporaries, MacArthur was proud and, many thought, egotistical, but they also saw his brilliance; that was why he was given another chance after defeat in the Philippines. They knew he could contribute to ultimate victory over Japan. He proved them right. Had the Second World War never occurred, MacArthur would be a footnote in American history, maybe worth a line or two in the history books. MacArthur, however, was never a man for the periphery, and the Second World War made him a household name, revealing all his greatness and flaws. 
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Douglas MacArthur was the grandson of Arthur MacArthur, an immigrant from Scotland who came to the United States at age ten with his mother, Sarah. Arthur grew up in Massachusetts, studied law, married, and made a life as a lawyer, a lieutenant governor of Wisconsin, and a judge. He had two sons, Arthur Jr. and Frank. He was a man who would use his wit and political connections to further the careers of his sons and grandsons.
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Arthur MacArthur Jr. was the “boy colonel” of the Union Army in the American Civil War. When Arthur was seventeen, his father obtained him a position as regimental adjutant of the 24th Wisconsin Infantry. His character and bearing earned respect, and by war’s end he held the rank of colonel and commanded the regiment. His bravery at Missionary Ridge in November 1863 qualified him for the Medal of Honor. Arthur MacArthur Jr. was the dominant influence on Douglas MacArthur’s life.
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After a brief stint trying to be a lawyer, Arthur MacArthur Jr. chose the life of a soldier. He was quickly promoted to captain in the Regular Army and wore the rank for twenty-six years. His early postwar career entailed occupation duty in the defeated Confederacy. In 1870 he was serving in New Orleans, Louisiana, with the 13th Infantry (front row, second from right). It was there he met Mary Hardy.
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Mary Pinkney Hardy was the daughter of a cotton broker and merchant from Norfolk, Virginia. Well-educated, she was on vacation in New Orleans when she met Captain MacArthur. Five years later they were married at her home in Norfolk; her Confederate brothers refused to attend the wedding. She bore three sons to Captain MacArthur: Arthur in 1876, Malcolm in 1878, and Douglas in 1880.
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On January 26, 1880, Douglas MacArthur was born at the Arsenal Barracks in Little Rock, Arkansas. As a man, he had no memories of Little Rock—his first memories were of an army wagon train traveling from one fort to another. In 1882 his family was posted to Fort Wingate, New Mexico. Douglas grew up on the American frontier surrounded by bugles, infantrymen, horses, weapons, and Indians. When he died eighty-four years later, rockets were being launched into outer space.
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Douglas’s brother Malcolm died of measles at age four while on a family trip to Norfolk, Virginia, in April 1883. It had a great effect on his mother, Mary. The rest of her days were devoted to Arthur III and Douglas. On the frontier, she educated them from her husband’s voluminous library. She stressed that the “country came first . . . to never lie, never tattle.” She wanted her sons to grow up to be like their father or the heroes of the Revolutionary and Civil Wars.
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Photo 1 of 2: Captain MacArthur’s assignments to Forts Wingate and Selden with Company K, 13th Infantry, placed his family at outposts far removed from civilization in the Old West. Douglas MacArthur described it as a “never-ending thrill” and always considered himself to be a “frontiersman” because of his upbringing there. Four years before he was born, Custer and the 7th Cavalry met their doom at Little Big Horn, and in his youth the great Apache chief Geronimo was on the loose in New Mexico.
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Photo 2 of 2: Captain MacArthur’s assignments to Forts Wingate and Selden with Company K, 13th Infantry, placed his family at outposts far removed from civilization in the Old West. Douglas MacArthur described it as a “never-ending thrill” and always considered himself to be a “frontiersman” because of his upbringing there. Four years before he was born, Custer and the 7th Cavalry met their doom at Little Big Horn, and in his youth the great Apache chief Geronimo was on the loose in New Mexico.
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The MacArthur family poses for a portrait at Fort Selden, New Mexico, in 1886. It was at Fort Selden that Arthur MacArthur finally gained recognition for his efficiency. His Company K was ordered to “civilization” at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. For the boys that meant the end of the adventure and attending school for the first time, but for Captain MacArthur it was the beginning of a return to the fame he had known in the Civil War.
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After three years at Fort Leavenworth, Arthur MacArthur Jr. was promoted to major and the family moved to Washington, where he was assigned to the Army Adjutant General’s office. There they lived with the family patriarch, Arthur MacArthur (above), who was serving as a judge for the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. There were three Arthur MacArthurs living together under one roof.
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In 1892 Judge MacArthur was able to secure his grandson Arthur III an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. A graduate of the class of 1896, he participated in the naval battles off Cuba during the Spanish American War, was one of America’s first submarine captains, and was awarded the Navy Cross for distinguished service in the First World War. He held the rank of captain when he died of appendicitis in 1923.
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In 1893 Major MacArthur was assigned to the Department of Texas in San Antonio. Douglas was enrolled in the Episcopalian-based West Texas Military Academy, where boys were provided with a “healthful incentive to excel.” It was true for Douglas MacArthur. He was quarterback of the football team (left), shortstop for the baseball team, and graduated as valedic­torian of the class. His dream of attending the United States Military Academy at West Point seemed a sure thing, but it would not be so easy.
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Douglas failed to earn presidential appointments to West Point from Presidents Grover Cleveland and William McKinley, so his mother brought him to Milwaukee where he could study for the competitive exam. It was given in the political district of an old family friend, Congressman Theobald Otjen. Douglas destroyed his competition and earned the appointment. Wearing a white Stetson hat in the left rear of the photo above, he poses with his fellow plebes upon arrival at West Point, New York, in June 1899.
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When Douglas MacArthur was accepted to the U.S. Military Academy, his father, Maj. Gen. Arthur MacArthur, was commanding forces in the Philippines fighting against the independence-minded Filipinos. On top of that, his mother came to live in a small hotel next to the academy. Other cadets immediately pegged him as a “momma’s boy.” He was hazed mercilessly by the upperclassmen, but proved he could take it and was there to stay.
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At West Point MacArthur earned the coveted “A” for playing varsity baseball and managed the football team. His senior year he was first captain of the Corps of Cadets and graduated with one of the highest grade point averages ever. On occasion he exhibited a high sensitivity to his sense of honor, but he was well liked by most of his classmates. In the picture below, MacArthur (second from right) is shown with his classmates at graduation in 1903.
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An engineering school, West Point’s top graduates were assigned to the Engineer Corps. As a young engineer, MacArthur served in the Philippines, was an aide to President Theodore Roosevelt, visited the Panama Canal during its construction, attended the Engineer School in Washington, and worked on projects in the Great Lakes. He also suffered the worst efficiency reports of his career during this time and fought with his superiors over their criticisms of his service.
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In 1908 MacArthur was given command of his own company of engineers at Fort Leavenworth. In command of troops was where he showed his forte. With an ability to inspire, the young captain turned Company K from the worst to the best unit of the 3rd Engineer Battalion at Leavenworth. Captain MacArthur is in the front row, second from right, in this photo of the 3rd Battalion staff.
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At Fort Leavenworth MacArthur was a much-sought-after demolitions instructor. In the photo above he stands on a bridge as it is blown up for a demonstration.
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It was the death of Lt. Gen. Arthur MacArthur (right) that changed the course of Douglas MacArthur’s career. When he died in 1912, Arthur was known and revered by many in the U.S. Army. One of his contemporaries was Army Chief of Staff Gen. Leonard Wood. Wood brought Capt. Douglas MacArthur and his mother to Washington, where the young officer could serve as his aide. In Washington’s halls of power, Douglas MacArthur was considered an extremely bright and capable officer.
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The United States and Mexico came to the brink of war in April 1914. After a U.S. naval contingent was arrested in Tampico, President Woodrow Wilson ordered naval and Marine forces to seize Veracruz. An army brigade was sent under the command of Brig. Gen. Frederick Funston. General Wood was to lead the army if the nation went to war. He needed intelligence about Veracruz and sent thirty-four-year-old Capt. Douglas MacArthur to join Funston’s staff. In the photo of the staff above, Funston is seated third from left and MacArthur at the extreme left.
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On May 7, 1914, MacArthur ventured 40 miles outside Veracruz in search of locomotives capable of hauling the U.S. Army to Mexico City in the event of war. MacArthur found the locomotives and reported that he killed seven Mexican bandits during his return. The Veracruz provost marshal nominated MacArthur for the Medal of Honor. When the nomination was declined, MacArthur wrote Army Chief of Staff Gen. Hugh Scott, saying the review board had shown “narrow-mindedness” in the rejection.
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MacArthur was serving as the Army Press Censor for the General Staff when President Wilson called for a declaration of war against the Central Powers in April 1917. The nation needed an army of 1 million men, and the Wilson administration had to institute selective service. It was MacArthur’s job to advocate the necessity of the draft. He won the loyalty of the press, and they sold it to the country. His ability was noted by the Secretary of War, Newton Baker.
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A report circulated through the War Department declaring the General Staff would use only the Regular Army in the First World War. MacArthur did not agree. This brought the notice of Secretary of War Baker. MacArthur explained that the National Guard had been serving on the Mexican border the past two years, and the country needed them. Baker took MacArthur to see Woodrow Wilson (right), who was convinced by the major to use the National Guard in the war in Europe.
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MacArthur recommended creating a National Guard division with units taken from all the states, thus covering the nation like a rainbow. Twenty-six states contributed units to the 42nd “Rainbow” Division. MacArthur was transferred from the Engineers to the Infantry, promoted two grades to colonel, and made chief of staff of the division. In the photo above he is seated in the second row, fourth from the left, with the 42nd staff at Camp Mills, Long Island, New York.
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Maj. Gen. William Mann (next to MacArthur) was selected as commander of the 42nd Division. At sixty-five years old, overweight, and sickly, he was hard-pressed to keep up with his duties, and Colonel MacArthur filled the void. At Camp Mills, New York, MacArthur did his best to ensure his division was equipped before embarking for France.
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Upon arrival in France, the 42nd was eyed for dissolution and use as replacements by American Expeditionary Force (AEF) commander Gen. John J. Pershing (above). MacArthur cabled Secretary of War Baker, who in turn ordered ­Pershing to desist from the action. MacArthur saved the division but enraged AEF General ­Head­quarters. Pershing had mixed feelings about the Rainbow Division’s chief of staff, saying he “had a high belief in his own abilities,” but that he was also his best battlefield commander.
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Photo 1 of 2: As chief of staff MacArthur did not belong in the front lines, but how could he know the battlefield and his men if he wasn’t at the front? He adopted his own personal style, showing up for trench raids carrying no weapons. Promoted to brigadier general in July 1918, he was given the 84th Brigade of the Rainbow Division, leading them in the battles of San Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne. He was awarded two Distinguished Service Crosses, the Distinguished Service Medal, seven Silver Stars, two Croix de Guerre, and two wound stripes, and earned the epithet of “bravest of the brave” from his men.
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Photo 2 of 2: As chief of staff MacArthur did not belong in the front lines, but how could he know the battlefield and his men if he wasn’t at the front? He adopted his own personal style, showing up for trench raids carrying no weapons. Promoted to brigadier general in July 1918, he was given the 84th Brigade of the Rainbow Division, leading them in the battles of San Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne. He was awarded two Distinguished Service Crosses, the Distinguished Service Medal, seven Silver Stars, two Croix de Guerre, and two wound stripes, and earned the epithet of “bravest of the brave” from his men.
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Following the war MacArthur was selected to be superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy and modernize the “monastery on the Hudson.” He did his best to end hazing, introduced intramural sports, rid the campus of old, stale professors, and set the academy on a course to train modern officers for the twentieth century.
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MacArthur married wealthy socialite Louise Cromwell Brooks in 1922. He proposed to her on the second date and raised the ire of General Pershing. Louise had been involved with Pershing’s aide when she met MacArthur. Pershing said he held no grudge, but MacArthur’s tenure as superintendent was ended two years early and many of his reforms were undone. Over time they were reinstated, thus making him the father of the modern West Point. The marriage, however, was doomed to failure and ended in divorce in 1928.
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Due to his intense love of sports and introduction of the intramural program at West Point, MacArthur was selected as president of the U.S. Olympic team for the 1928 games in the Netherlands. His power to win friends and instill confidence made him a favorite of all the team members.
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Following his divorce from Louise, MacArthur returned to the Philippines for his third tour. As commander of the Philippine Department he renewed old acquaintances with prominent Filipinos in the commonwealth. Here he stands with three future presidents: Manuel Quezon, Sergio Osmeña, and Manuel Roxas.
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At age fifty, MacArthur was the youngest man to be selected as Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army. Serving energetically during the Great Depression, he preserved the nation’s most vital resource: the officer corps. He battled with President Franklin Delano Roosevelt over the budget and saved the corps from being slashed. One of his greatest legacies to the country is that the officer corps trained and led the army that won the Second World War.
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Veterans of the First World War marched on Washington in 1932, demanding the bonus that was due to them in 1945. In July, police were ordered to remove the marchers from buildings in downtown Washington. A riot ensued and two men were killed. MacArthur was instructed to send in the army to expel them from downtown. His aide, Maj. Dwight D. Eisenhower, advised him not to accompany the troops. MacArthur feared the army would be blamed if he didn’t attend. He showed up in full regalia on July 28, 1932.
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