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In the course of its history, the United States has developed a vibrant, variegated population unlike any other country on earth. From our earliest immigrants, refugees from the British Isles who began arriving in America in 1607 to our latest, Cambodians and Senegalese, our nation has embraced and, in spite of instances of xenophobia, found room for all.

Descendants of the early Anglo-Saxons were augmented by northern and eastern Europeans. Accidents of history gave us the Irish beset by the 1840s potato famine and European Jews fleeing religious persecution. Today these Caucasian elements comprise seventy-two percent of our population.

Shamefully, most African-Americans and Blacks from the Caribbean and South America came here as slaves. But since 1868, when the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States granted Blacks full citizenship, our efforts to elevate this concept into real equality, though still marred by lingering racial prejudice, have produced heartening progress. Black Americans now comprise twelve percent of the population.

Asian-Americans (four percent of the population) first came in significant numbers from China as cheap labor needed to work California’s gold mines and help build the transcontinental railroad. Legislation and popular prejudice caused citizenship to be severely restricted from 1882 until the late 1940s. But with three decades (1970s to the 1990s) of dramatic increases in Asian immigration, Asian-Americans have demonstrated their broad range of skills and entrepreneurship. Intermarriage is common, particularly among the Japanese, who marry outside their race about fifty percent of the time.

Hispanics — mostly from Mexico but amplified by many from Central and South America as well as the islands of the Caribbean — make up an energetic, motivated eleven percent of the American mixture. Intermarriage outside their group is also common, and currently between one-third and one-half of Hispanics marry members of other ethnic groups. The remaining one percent of our population consists of Native Americans and a fast-growing, mostly highly educated contingent from India and other near-eastern countries.

This, then, is America, a unique, inclusive blend of many races and cultures. We are, as we proudly tell the world, a nation of immigrants. Yet, it is obvious that recent immigration policies have brought crisis upon us, both physical and psychic, that previously did not exist. While we can readily acknowledge that immigration has played a priceless role in our country’s childhood and adolescence, we are now a mature nation. Just as an individual’s behavior, suitable during youth, may no longer be appropriate as an adult, our established nation now has different prerogatives and goals from its earlier years. As James Reston, the late, great New York Times columnist wrote, “The history of mankind is strewn with habits, creeds, and dogmas that were essential in one age and disastrous in another.”

Uninterrupted economic growth is one of those creeds that has been a major cause of uninhibited immigration. From our agrarian beginnings, we have become a nation of cities, where most immigrants now cluster in unprecedented numbers, instead of spreading themselves evenly over our landscape. The problems of urban overcrowding and social friction are a recipe for endless, unnecessary civil strife, if not, ultimately, violence. When we ask ourselves, “What is our objective in bringing this crisis to our nation?” we find no answer. And why? Because immigration policies that brought about the status quo simply evolved with no plan or purpose.

Our unrelenting pursuit of economic growth has driven us to accept more and more immigrants. Worshiping at the altar of economic expansion has required ever more immigration acolytes. We need to learn there are more effective ways to improve our quality of life than by seeking the continuous, straight-line economic growth that has been America’s Holy Grail. We need a nobler purpose than simply making more money than our parents. We must recognize that our country needs some breathing room. Where once we had vast open spaces to conquer and virgin prairies to till, we now have an unprecedented volume of urban newcomers, some with high fertility rates.

I reject any suggestion that I am racist, bigoted, or anti-immigrant. As one whose de facto mother from the age of nine is a wonderfully nurturing, Swedish immigrant, and who shares three of his grandchildren with their other grandfather of Japanese lineage, I say the United States needs no apologists for its population. But I am greatly disaffected by the present immigration policies of the United States. They are without thought or objective and do not serve our mature nation’s needs. This book’s purpose is to take an unflinching look at these ailing policies and propose constructive remedies.

D.C.E.
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“In an avalanche, each unique,
beautiful snowflake pleads not guilty.”

— BENJAMIN ZUCKERMAN,
U.C.L.A. astronomer and environmentalist
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Why a Crisis?

The United States, until 2000, was basking in the warm glow of prolonged economic growth and low unemployment. Mesmerized by the length and strength of the economic expansion, neither citizens nor our political leaders allowed the problems of unchecked immigration to register on their anxiety meters. Although economic history has shown us time and again that to predict a recession following an extended period of growth is akin to predicting one will exhale after inhaling, we seem unable to imagine what effect excess immigration will have during and after an inevitable downturn in the economy. No major candidate in the 2000 election even approached the subject of immigration.

Yet, millions of immigrants — legal and illegal — are inflicting a crushing burden on our already disadvantaged underclass with a flood of cheap labor. When the predictable recession comes, an avalanche of societal problems will thunder down, led by the weight of cheap immigrant labor reducing wages on already low paying, entry-level jobs. Additionally, enormous immediate and future population growth diminishes the quality of life for natives and immigrants alike, due to the twin scourges of overcrowding and the resulting environmental damage.

Our immigration policy was drastically changed in 1965 by amendments to the Immigration and Nationality Act. Opponents charged that the amendments would greatly increase immigration. But Senator Ted Kennedy, floor manager for the amendments, said, “Under the proposed bill the present level of immigration remains substantially the same.” Senator Kennedy also asserted that, “the ethnic mix of this country will not be upset.” Both statements have proved false. Before the 1965 amendments, the ethnic mix of immigrants matched closely the ethnic mix of our population. Since 1965, the mandated immigrant mix has nearly excluded Europe as a source. It favors, instead, Third World Hispanic and Asian countries, contributing an unprecedented high volume of offspring. With the addition of huge numbers of illegal immigrants that yearly grow larger, our population has increased far beyond anyone’s expectations. Although it took from the dawn of human history until 1800 to reach a world population of one billion, and by 1960, of three billion, by 2000, world citizens numbered six billion, a 100% increase in forty years. Such enormous population growth and its accompanying pressures on poor countries has resulted in unprecedented numbers of desperate, poverty-stricken people immigrating to the richer countries like the United States.

During the decade of the 1960s the United States averaged just over 300,000 legal immigrants per year. Because of the 1965 amendments, by the 1980s immigration had doubled to about 600,000 per year. The 1990s saw the number of legal immigrants to the U.S. balloon to an average of more than 1,000,000 each year. Legal immigration hit a peak of over 1.8 million in 1991. This is the highest level of immigration in our nation’s history, exceeding the previous record of just over 800,000 per year set during the initial decade of the twentieth century.

To these numbers of legal immigrants, it is estimated that undocumented aliens add 275,000 people to our population each year. These are divided between “visa abusers,” who enter legally and simply overstay their visas (forty-one percent), and those who sneak across our long, porous borders in the dark of night, or use falsified documents (fifty-nine percent). The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) estimates that we are host to about five million illegals today. However, the 2000 U.S. Census estimates eleven million.

When assessing the impact of immigration, the point to keep in mind is that population is affected first by immigrants themselves, then by their offspring. The birthrate among women born in the U.S. has been declining in recent years. On the other hand, the birthrate among today’s immigrant women ranges from 3.0 children to a robust 4.6 children, depending on ethnicity and education. For this reason, according to demographer Leon F. Bouvier, the post-1970 population growth is nearly all due to immigration. If fundamental changes to our immigration policies are not made soon, current immigrants and their children will add twenty-five million people to our already crowded metropolitan areas every decade for at least the next sixty years. This is the equivalent of adding the present population of California to America’s already jammed population centers every thirteen years.

President Clinton shared this truth with the American people in his final State of the Union message delivered on January 27, 2000: “Within ten years — just ten years — there will be no majority race in our largest state of California. In a little more than fifty years, there will be no majority race in America.” Whether one applauds or condemns this alteration of our ethnic makeup, few would argue against the premise that so fundamental a change should have been exhaustively debated prior to its implementation. No such public dialog took place concerning one of the most drastic demographic changes in history. The result will be an overwhelming social revolution.

The most obvious and immediate negative impact of adding large numbers of people to already overcrowded urban areas is on the quality of life and on the physical environment. That Americans now regard the environment as nearly sacred is evident when we see the size and the speed of growth of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). While new, as federal agencies go — founded in 1970 — it now accounts for a seventh of the staff and a third of the spending of the entire U.S. government regulatory apparatus. Yet, during the same time period the EPA and its budget were growing at such breathtaking rates, the U.S. was welcoming record numbers of immigrants. From an annual rate of immigration during the 1970s of about 400,000, the rate has grown to over one million.

It is shocking to realize that our government’s environmental and immigration policies are working at cross-purposes, and the objectives of immigration policy are out of alignment with environmental realities. Richard D. Lamm, former governor of Colorado, wrote in 1999 that public policy and most of our institutions as presently structured assume unlimited resources and an infinite capacity to create wealth with no ecological limits. The resulting society, he said, is vastly different from a society that assumes environmental and ecological limits.

Although the present concentration of immigrants is in urban areas, this overcrowding negatively affects our cherished environmental beauty, as well. One of our most famous and important bodies of water is the Chesapeake Bay, a virtual inland sea that runs from Baltimore, Maryland, to Norfolk, Virginia. Only a decade ago the bay yielded two million bushels of oysters each year, today only about 300,000. The cities and suburbs of Baltimore and Annapolis, Maryland, and nearby Washington, D.C., along with countless towns and villages are on or near the bay’s shoreline. Runoff from farms, lawns, and sewage plants, plus air pollution, have combined to convert much of the bay into a watery desert. The amount of oxygen-depleted “bad water” increased fifteen-fold between 1950 and 1980. There is no evidence of improvement since then.

Roy Beck, Washington, D.C. editor of The Social Contract magazine, wrote:


After years of study, it appears that the single greatest problem for the Chesapeake Bay may be population growth in the bay’s watershed, according to Christopher D’Elia, provost of the University of Maryland Biotechnology Institute. And the single biggest cause of population growth in the Washington, D.C.–Baltimore metropolitan area in the watershed is immigrants and their children. . . .

Governments, industries, and individuals have spent billions of dollars since 1970 to reduce air pollution and water pollution to save the [Chesapeake] bay. But the federal government has undercut all those efforts by forcing — through immigration — continued intense population growth in the watershed.



In addition to devastating many other natural wonders such as Chesapeake Bay, the environmentally negative impact of immigration on villages, towns, cities, and vast metropolises across the length and breadth of America is enormous. Some specifics: Forty percent of our lakes and streams are not suitable for bathing or fishing. Thirty-five states are using groundwater faster than it is being replenished. The Endangered Species Act, passed in 1973, listed 500 plant and animal species by 1988; by 1993 the count was 700. During that period, we admitted nearly seven million legal immigrants to a country struggling with its own ecology.

When interviewed for this book, Dick Schneider, chairman of the Population Committee of the Sierra Club, a California-based environmental organization, said, “Immigrants are no bigger contributors to that impact on the environment on a per capita basis than are natives. It is a combination of their arrival in such great numbers and their subsequent fertility that does the damage.” Schneider pointed to energy consumption as an example. Energy consumption per capita has remained static, but the dramatic increase in population has driven up total energy consumption, depleting resources and further polluting the air we breathe. His observations, made in mid-2000, were prescient. California’s early-2001 energy crisis marked by soaring electricity costs and rolling blackouts affirmed Schneider’s observations. While none of California’s political leaders has the political courage to mention immigration as a cause for high energy consumption, it is clearly a major factor. From 1997 to 2000, energy demand increased by twenty percent while generating capacity increased a mere one percent.

Nationally, the cost of being host to more than a million immigrants each year expands further by the need for additional, necessary infrastructure. Not only are additional schools and roads required, but also additional sewers, water, public recreational facilities, police and fire protection, hospitals, and many other taxpayer-funded services such as Medicare and welfare. While citizens recognize the need for these services, to most immigrants they are at once a miracle and a magnet drawing them here.

In the thirty years since 1970, the number of licensed drivers in America is up by sixty-four percent, reports the Wall Street Journal, and vehicle miles traveled have increased by 131 percent. Yet, during that same period, the nation’s road mileage has grown by only six percent. Remember that deficit next time you are stuck in traffic. In 1999 the California Business Roundtable estimated that [image: image]90 billion to [image: image]100 billion would be needed over the next ten years to bring the state’s roads and public works up to par. Perhaps they had heard the joke about the number and size of the potholes pocking California’s streets. Some are said to be so large they are being stocked with trout.

The infrastructure problem is by no means limited to California. Nor have we yet seen the worst of it. Michael A. Pagano, professor of political science at Miami University of Ohio, writing in Government Review, warns that if history is any guide, city finance officers can expect the downside of the boom-and-bust cycle to raise its ugly head. He cautioned that concerns about crumbling infrastructure are more pronounced during times of economic recession.

In addition to the damage done to the physical environment, high levels of immigration also affect what we will call the psychic environment. How pleasant or unpleasant are our surroundings? When we seek the tranquility of open space, can we find it? Is it overrun with people or so distant that it’s impractical? Are the billions we are spending on freeways and highways reducing traffic congestion or does population growth cancel out our efforts? As we sit immobile on interstate parking lots, do we not curse the endless stream of cars?

The loss of open space is real and serious. Across America, people seek to get away from the clamor of the city and move far enough away to enjoy the beauty of nature and get to it quickly. As Francis Emma Barwood told Newsweek about a popular development on the edge of Phoenix, Arizona, “The people who bought houses in phase one were told they’d be surrounded by beautiful lush deserts, but instead they’re surrounded by phases two and three.”

Loss of open space is by no means limited to the exodus from cities to suburbs. Man’s innate desire to communicate with the wilderness is also threatened. In 1993, Congress opened up 353 square miles at South Colony Lakes in Colorado’s Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Within two years it was so crowded that rangers considered limiting the number who could visit. In state and national parks near population centers, reservations and daily visitor limits are becoming more common as the nation’s population grows.

Arizona and Colorado are struck by both edges of the immigration sword. The two states are popular destinations for immigrants, mostly from Mexico. In addition, they are common destinations for Californians fleeing the huge influx of immigrants into what is already our most populous, yet still one of our fastest-growing states. In 1999, Richard Schneider of California’s Sierra Club wrote that over eighty percent of recent population growth in California is a result of immigrants and the U.S.-born children of recent immigrants. Schneider pointed out that California is now growing at virtually the same rate as India, 1.8 percent per year. This is much faster than the rest of the country (1 percent per year) and the world as a whole (1.3 percent per year).

Traffic congestion is the part of our psychic environment that affects us most on a daily basis. Anyone traversing the streets and avenues of Manhattan or the freeways of Los Angeles must either curse the traffic or possess the patience of Job. The Federal Highway Administration offers no solace, predicting in the mid-90s that congestion on our already crowded highways would quadruple by 2005. Inasmuch as eighty-five percent of America’s households own one or more cars, the enormous growth in the number of motor vehicles can only be fueled in large part by population growth. Traffic congestion is, of course, only one result of more motor vehicles. Another serious consequence is air pollution. The two problems go hand in glove, as immigration expert Roy Beck has written:


The fight against air pollution may be America’s greatest environmental success story. Despite Herculean clean up efforts, however, about forty percent of Americans live in metropolitan areas that still fail to meet some of the Environmental Protection Agency’s health standards. How different would this statistic be if there were sixty-five million fewer Americans driving cars and using electricity? And it only gets worse. Each year the U.S. population grows by [over a million] people, most of them immigrants and the descendants of recent immigrants.



In addition to a clean, open environment, a quality education for our children in schools adequate in capacity to insure reasonable class size is a vital part of our nation’s psychic environment. Today, America’s schools are undergoing an unprecedented period of introspection. Everything about education is on the table: faculty quality, teaching techniques, physical plant, even vouchers to provide parents with options for schools. We need to add another question to this healthy mix: Should we continue to add legions of foreign students, the great majority of whom have limited English capability, to our already beleaguered education system? Beck’s look at the New York City school situation helps answer that question:


In the thirty-three overcrowded high schools of Queens, teachers must deal with sixty languages. And the immigrant flows change so rapidly, says the superintendent, that “the languages we need this September will be different than the languages we’ll need the next September.” Immigration has so overwhelmed the schools in Washington Heights, Manhattan, that teaching is done in shifts. Rapid immigration has left the neighborhood crammed with twice as many children under twelve as lived there before the boom in immigration that began twenty years ago. Some 25,000 children share two school playgrounds because portable classrooms have covered all the rest. There are thousands of children trapped inside crowded apartments with nowhere to play. . . . High school dropout rates exceed fifty percent.
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