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For Sigal and Lisa Goldstein, the sweetest friends and fans
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Nillie’s Call


Cocoa the Chocolate Fairy was in a hurry. She had just read a sugar fly message from Candy Castle. The note was from Princess Lolli, the ruling fairy princess of Candy Kingdom. Cocoa didn’t waste a second and flew straight to the castle. She hoped everything was all right. It wasn’t every day that she got a sugar fly message from Princess Lolli!


When Cocoa arrived at Candy Castle, she was very nervous. Her Caramel Fairy friend Melli was usually the one to worry. But this time Cocoa’s stomach was fluttering as fast as her wings!


The castle guard told Cocoa to go to the throne room. There, Cocoa was happy to see three of her good friends: Raina the Gummy Fairy, Melli the Caramel Fairy, and Dash the Mint Fairy.


“Princess Lolli will be with you in one moment,” the guard told them. Cocoa looked at her friends. They all shared the same worried expression.


“Is Berry all right?” Cocoa asked. She saw that her Fruit Fairy friend was not in the throne room.


“She’s on her way,” Dash said. “She’s late as usual.”


Just then Berry flew into the room. She was panting. “I got here as fast as I could,” she said. “Did I miss anything?”


Cocoa could tell that Berry was worried something was wrong. Berry was late to everything because she always had to look her best. She usually arrived in a stylish outfit, with matching sparkling fruit chews in her hair. Cocoa saw that Berry had not bothered to change out of her gardening clothes. She had come straight from her work in Fruit Chew Meadow.


“We’re waiting for Princess Lolli,” Raina said to Berry. “We were told she would be here any minute.”


Melli bit her lip. “This doesn’t feel right. Something is wrong.”


Cocoa agreed. Something about this meeting made her feel uneasy.


“Hello, my sweets,” Princess Lolli said as she entered the room. “Thank you all for coming so quickly.” Her expression changed as she sat down on her throne. “I have gotten sad news from Nillie,” she said.


Cocoa gasped. Nillie was the gentle sea horse who watched over the Vanilla Sea. Cocoa and her friends had met the sea horse when they were traveling across the Vanilla Sea to solve the gooey goblin mystery. At first the Candy Fairies had been scared of her. They had all heard stories about the sea monsters in the Vanilla Sea and thought Nillie was one of them. It turned out that Nillie was a kind and beautiful sea horse. Cocoa and her friends had learned that Nillie herself had made up those sea monster stories to keep the waters safe for the animals and creatures living there.
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“Is Nillie hurt?” Raina asked.


“No,” Princess Lolli said. “Thank goodness, she is fine. But she is very concerned about what is going on in the North Sea.”


“Oh, hot caramel,” Melli said.


“Nillie needs our help,” Princess Lolli went on. “She has asked me to send the five Candy Fairies she met in the Vanilla Sea.”


“She asked for us?” Cocoa asked. She could hardly believe her ears.


Princess Lolli nodded. “You all made a very good impression on her.”


“What can we do for her?” Dash asked. She flew closer to Princess Lolli.


Princess Lolli put her arm around Dash. “Nillie says that the caramel turtles have reported trouble in the North Sea. It seems there is a troll named Gargo hunting the Sea Fairies’ candy. He is taking the chocolate clams and salted caramel coral.”


“Sour sugars!” Raina exclaimed.


“That can’t be good,” Berry added.


Princess Lolli lowered her head. “No, it is not good. When the troll steals the chocolate clams and the salted caramel coral, he ruins the balance of the salt in the water. Not only is it bad for the troll to be stealing the candy, but he is also making the water unsafe for the Sea Fairies.”


“Not to mention what will happen to the saltwater taffy,” Dash added.


“Dash!” Cocoa scolded.


Princess Lolli patted Dash on the back. “Dash is right. This is a big concern. If the troll keeps this up, there also won’t be the right amount of salt in the water to make the taffy.”


“Why did Nillie think of us?” Cocoa asked.


Princess Lolli stood up. “Because you were the ones who solved the gooey goblin mystery,” she said. “And because she knows you know the secret to tricking a troll.”


Cocoa stood a little taller. She knew Princess Lolli was talking to her. After all, she was the one who had been brave enough to go to Black Licorice Swamp with Princess Lolli when Mogu the troll was stealing her chocolate eggs.


“I know you fairies can help Nillie,” Princess Lolli said. “This job will require a different kind of magic.” She paused. “You will have to go underwater to help the Sea Fairies.”


“Like mermaids?” Dash blurted out.


“Sea Fairies are not mermaids,” Raina told Dash. She gave her a stern look.


No one knew the Fairy Code Book better than Raina, and Cocoa was certain that her friend was about to tell them a fact about Sea Fairies.
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“Sea Fairies aren’t mermaids, because they don’t have tails,” Raina went on. “They have special water wings.”


“Yes, that’s right, Raina,” Princess Lolli said. “Nillie’s sea-salt magic will turn your wings to water wings. But you have to be very careful when using the sea-salt magic. Your wings will only be water wings while the sea-salt magic lasts.” She looked each fairy straight in the eye. “You must promise me that you will each listen and obey Nillie’s words. Sea-salt magic is very powerful.”


“Sure as sugar, you can count on us.” Cocoa spoke for all her friends. She knew that they had to get to the North Sea and stop Gargo!
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Salt-Crystal Orb


There is more I need to tell you,” Princess Lolli said. She waved to the fairies to come closer.


Cocoa flew up to Princess Lolli’s throne. All the fairies stood in a tight circle. Cocoa could feel how nervous they all were. As she watched Princess Lolli she had the feeling this trip was more important than they realized.
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