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Three Tips for ACT Success


Colleges will consider your ACT score as part of your application, so it’s no surprise that it’s a pretty tough test. It can feel intimidating, like a barrier you need to climb over. At Kaplan, it’s our goal to help you look at the ACT as an opportunity—a chance to demonstrate your knowledge, as well as your critical thinking skills, which will be key to your success as a college student. Looking at the ACT as an opportunity will help you do better on the test.


Besides committing to a positive attitude toward the test, give yourself a head start with these tips:




	The ACT is a standardized test, meaning that scores for every testing administration mean the same thing. To achieve this reliability, the test maker must always ask questions on the same topics and in the same way. This makes the test predictable and, therefore, easier to prepare for. We’ve distilled how high-scoring students approach each section into Kaplan Methods. In fact, each method gets its own chapter. Learn these simple, step-by-step methods, and you’ll approach questions like an expert.


	The ACT is not like the tests you take in school. When colleges want to know how you do on tests in school, they look at your transcript. Acing the ACT requires different skills. This book highlights these skills, from taking math shortcuts to avoiding incorrect-answer “traps” to managing your time. By studying this book, you’ll learn to think like the test.


	Your skill level now has nothing to do with your skill level on test day. Getting some questions incorrect? Having trouble with a specific topic? That just means you’ve found an opportunity to raise your score. Be patient with yourself! In your life so far, you’ve already learned thousands of things. You can learn a few more things to succeed on the ACT.





Read on to learn how your book and online resources are organized and how to make the best use of them. Good luck on the test—you’re going to nail it!




Welcome to Kaplan!


Congratulations on taking this important step in your college admissions process! By studying with Kaplan, the official partner of live instruction for the ACT®, you’ll maximize your score on the ACT, a major factor in your overall application.


Our experience shows that the greatest ACT score increases result from active engagement in the preparation process. Kaplan will give you direction, focus your preparation, and teach you the specific skills and effective test-taking strategies you need to know for the ACT. We will help you achieve your top performance on test day, but your effort is crucial. The more you invest in preparing for the ACT, the greater your chances of achieving your target score and getting into your top-choice college.


Are you registered for the ACT? Kaplan cannot register you for the official ACT. If you have not already registered for the upcoming ACT, visit the official website at www.act.org to register online and for information on registration deadlines, test sites, accommodations, and fees.


Chapter Organization


The chapters in this book follow a standard format to make this book as easy to use as possible.


How Much Do You Know?


At the beginning of most chapters, you have an opportunity to assess how much you already know about the topics by answering a set of test-like questions. If you answer most or all of the questions in a set correctly and in the most efficient way, you may want to skip one or more lessons in that chapter. If you answer some or all of the questions in a set incorrectly or in an inefficient way, you will want to review most or all of the lessons in that chapter. The answers and explanations for these sections are provided in the “Check Your Work” section immediately after the question set.


Try on Your Own


The lessons within each chapter start with a question (or passage) typical of the way the ACT tests a given topic and ends with a set of practice questions called “Try on Your Own.” These sections are designed to provide immediate, targeted practice. Complete these questions and review their explanations at least once after reviewing the lesson. You might consider completing these questions multiple times if you are preparing for the ACT over an extended period of time. The answers and explanations for these sections are provided at the end of each chapter.


On Test Day


Most of the Math chapters include an “On Test Day” section that highlights one or more ways a question can be approached strategically. Complete these sections after you have reviewed the lessons but before you complete the “How Much Have You Learned?” question set.


How Much Have You Learned?


You need to reinforce what you learn in each chapter by practicing the Kaplan methods and strategies. Most chapters include a section called “How Much Have You Learned?” that features additional practice questions reinforcing the concepts explained in that chapter. The answers and explanations for these sections are provided at the end of each chapter.


Reflect


These sections can be completed during or after a chapter’s completion. You might prefer to use the Reflect sections to evaluate your retention over time or reflect on the chapter as a whole when you complete all of the lessons. However you choose to reflect on your ACT studying, what’s important is taking the time to do so.


Test Yourself


After all the chapters on each test—English, Math, Reading, Science, and Writing—you have an opportunity for full section practice. Apply what you’ve learned to a test-like mix of questions. Use your results to determine what you’ve mastered and which chapters, if any, you should review.


SmartPoints®



Different topics are worth different numbers of points on the ACT because they show up more or less frequently in questions. By studying the information released by the test maker, Kaplan has been able to determine how often certain topics are likely to appear on the ACT, and therefore, predict how many points these topics are worth on test day. This means that if you master a given topic and answer all of the questions from that category correctly on test day, then you can expect to earn approximately that number of SmartPoints® out of the overall 36 points total for that test.


The breakdown of SmartPoints® for English, Math, Reading, and Science are summarized in the following tables. You can also see how these topics align to chapters in this book.


English SmartPoints®



















	SmartPoints® Category

	# of Points

	Chapter










	Sentence Structure

	9

	Ch. 3






	Agreement

	10

	Ch. 3






	Conciseness

	4

	Ch. 4






	Organization

	4

	Ch. 4






	Development

	9

	Ch. 4






	TOTAL

	36

	









Math SmartPoints®



















	SmartPoints® Category

	# of Points

	Chapter(s)










	Number and Quantity

	8

	Ch. 8 and 9






	Algebra

	7

	Ch. 10






	Statistics and Probability

	6

	Ch. 11






	Functions

	4

	Ch. 12






	Geometry

	11

	Ch. 13






	TOTAL

	36

	









Reading SmartPoints®



















	SmartPoints® Category

	# of Points

	Chapters










	Vocab-in-Context

	3

	Ch. 17 and 18






	Function

	6






	Inference

	10






	Detail

	13






	Global

	4






	TOTAL

	36

	









Science SmartPoints®



















	SmartPoints® Category

	# of Points

	Chapter










	Interpreting Data

	7

	Ch. 23






	Using Data

	9

	Ch. 23






	Experimental Design

	6

	Ch. 24






	Synthesizing Data

	6

	Ch. 24






	Applying Core Knowledge

	2

	Ch. 25






	Supporting Hypotheses

	6

	Ch. 25






	TOTAL

	36

	









Practice Tests


Kaplan’s practice tests are designed to mimic the actual ACT. By taking practice exams, you will prepare yourself for the actual test day experience.


We recommend you complete your in-book and online practice tests as you make your way through the content of this book. You can score your tests by hand using the score conversion tables in this book or log into your online resources for easy online scoring. When scored online, Kaplan provides you with a detailed score report. Use this summary to help you focus and review the content areas that comprise your greatest areas of improvement.


Online Resources


To access the online resources that accompany this book, follow the steps below.




	Go to kaptest.com/moreonline.


	Have this book available as you complete the on-screen instructions.







GO ONLINE


kaptest.com/moreonline





Then, whenever you want to use your online resources, go to kaptest.com/login and log in using the email address and password you used to register your book.


Your book’s online resources include:




	A tool to make your own personalized study plan—answer three quick questions and download a detailed week-by-week prep calendar. If your plans change, no problem—just answer the questions again and make a new schedule.


	Over 40 videos—Kaplan teachers review key topics in English, Reading, Math, and Science.


	Qbank—make custom quizzes from 500 practice questions.


	Practice tests—four more Kaplan practice tests, plus easy online scoring and detailed score reports. You can also use Kaplan’s proctoring video for a more realistic practice test experience.







PART 1


The ACT and You




CHAPTER 1


Inside the ACT




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After completing this chapter, you will be able to:




	Recall the timing and scope of each ACT test in anticipation of section management


	State what the ACT scoring system means for you as a test taker








ACT Structure


The ACT, like any standardized test, is predictable. The more comfortable you are with the test structure, the more confidently you will approach each question type, thus maximizing your score.


The ACT is 2 hours and 55 minutes long, or 3 hours and 35 minutes long if you choose to complete the optional essay in the Writing Test. The ACT is made up of multiple-choice questions that test four subject areas: English, Math, Reading, and Science.


















	Test

	Allotted time (minutes)

	Question count










	English

	45

	75






	Math

	60

	60






	Reading

	35

	40






	Science

	35

	40






	Writing (optional)

	40

	1






	Total

	175 OR 215 (w/writing)

	215 OR 216 (w/writing)









When you take the ACT, you may take a fifth multiple-choice test. The results of this fifth test may not be reflected in your final score report, but you should treat this test as if it counts, just in case.


ACT Scoring


ACT scoring can seem a bit complex. You will receive one scaled score ranging from 1 to 36 for each required test, and these four scores will be averaged to calculate your composite score. You will receive a separate score for the Writing Test, if you choose to take it.


In addition to your overall scores, you will receive subscores that provide a deeper analysis of your ACT performance, including STEM and, if you take the optional Writing Test, ELA scores. The ACT also gives you a percentile ranking, which allows you to compare your scores with those of other test takers. For example, a student who scored in the 63rd percentile did better than 63 percent of all others who took that test.


The scores you need depend primarily on which colleges you are planning to apply to. For example, if you want to attend an engineering school, you’ll typically need a higher math score than if you want to attend a liberal arts college. Research the colleges you are interested in, find out what scores they require, and structure your ACT studying accordingly.


Superscoring


The score reports sent to colleges for students who have taken the ACT more than once will include superscores. A superscore is like a composite score in that it is an average of your four subject scores, but for the superscore, ACT selects your best subject score from every test administration. Therefore, your superscore is never lower than any composite score, and it is often higher than each of your composite scores. Not all schools consider the superscore in admissions, but many do, so check out the superscore policies of the colleges to which you plan to apply.


Since you can only get a superscore after you’ve taken more than one ACT, it’s important to study for the entire test the first time around and work through as much of this book as you can before test day. However, if you’re focused on only one, two, or three sections in an effort to raise your superscore, just use those units of this book.


How to Maximize Your Score


What is most important to remember while taking the test is that maximizing all the various scores and subscores depends on getting the most points you can out of every section. You’ll find advice on test taking strategies below and in the section management chapters at the end of the English, Math, Reading, and Science sections of this book. However, if you still have a substantial amount of time to prepare for the ACT, the best advice we can give you is to improve the specific skills you need to answer math, verbal, and science questions correctly and efficiently. That’s what this book is for. You can work through the chapters and sections in any order you like, and you can skip the lessons you don’t need. You don’t need to start with English or answer every single question; just use the book. Pick a lesson, read the instructional text, and work your way through the practice questions. There are hundreds of them in this book, and they are very similar to those that you will see on test day. Practice will not only improve your skills but also raise your confidence, and that’s very important to test day success.


Interested in generating a personalized study schedule? If you've already registered your book, go online (kaptest.com/login) and log in, then click into Plan Your Path. To use Kaplan’s study-planning tool, answer three quick questions and download a detailed week-by-week prep calendar. If your plans change, just answer the questions again to make a new schedule.




GO ONLINE


kaptest.com/login





When and Where to Take the ACT


For students testing in the United States or US territories, the ACT is offered each school year on seven Saturday test dates. Typically, exams are offered in September, October, December, February, April, June, and July. You can take the ACT up to 12 times. Some states offer special administrations of the ACT on different dates, and no test centers are scheduled in California or New York for the July test date. Non-Saturday testing is available by request for students requiring religious or other exemptions.


Though they had not done so at the time of this book’s printing, ACT may introduce section retesting. This is how section retesting would work: Once you have taken the four required sections of the ACT on one day, you will be able to retest one, two, or three sections at a time by testing online at an approved testing center on a national test date. If enacted by ACT, section retesting will offer several benefits, but you should be sure to take your first ACT test day seriously; if that’s the only time you take the full ACT, it will show up on every score report you send to colleges.


The ACT is administered at schools around the country that serve as testing centers. ACT has introduced online testing at some test centers. Your high school may or may not be a testing center, and the test center most convenient for you may not offer online testing. Check www.actstudent.org for a list of testing centers near you. Historically, students have needed to register for the ACT approximately one month in advance to avoid paying a late fee.


Students who are testing outside of the United States or US territories should visit the ACT website for test date and test center information.


The ACT English Test


The ACT English Test will focus on your ability to revise and edit text from a range of content areas.
















	ACT English Test Overview










	Timing

	45 minutes






	Questions

	75 passage-based multiple-choice questions






	Passages

	5 single passages with 15 questions each






	Passage length

	300–400 words per passage









The ACT English Test will contain five single passages of different genres with a variety of rhetorical situations. A passage could be an argument, an informative or explanatory text, or a narrative.


The most prevalent question format on the ACT English Test will ask you to choose the best of three alternatives to an underlined portion of the passage or to decide that the current version is already the best option. You will be asked to improve the development, organization, and diction in the passages to ensure they conform to conventional standards of English grammar, usage, and style. There are three English Test reporting categories.
















	Skills Tested by English Test Questions










	Production of Writing (29%−32%)

	Topic development and organization, unity, and cohesion






	Knowledge of Language (15%−17%)

	Precision and conciseness in word choice and consistency in style and tone






	Conventions of Standard English (52%−55%)

	Sentence structure and formation, punctuation, and usage









The ACT Math Test


The ACT Math Test will focus on mathematical skills typically learned in required math courses before the beginning of grade 12.
















	ACT Math Test Overview










	Timing

	60 minutes






	Questions

	60 multiple-choice questions









All ACT math questions are multiple-choice questions with five answer choices, and some questions will be part of a set of multiple questions related to the same graph or chart. The Math Test is divided into three reporting categories.
















	Skills Tested by Math Test Questions










	Preparing for Higher Mathematics (57%−60%)

	Using higher-level math to answer questions in five domains:



	Number and Quantity (7%−10%)


	Algebra (12%−15%)


	Functions (12%−15%)


	Geometry (12%−15%)


	Statistics and Probability (8%−12%)












	Integrating Essential Skills (40%−43%)

	Using essential concepts and skills to solve more complex problems, including:



	Rates and percentages


	Area, surface area, and volume


	Solving problems using a chain of steps












	Modeling (all questions counted within one of the two categories above)

	Producing, interpreting, evaluating, and improving models









The ACT Reading Test


The ACT Reading Test will focus on your comprehension and reasoning skills when you are presented with challenging extended passages taken from a variety of content areas.
















	ACT Reading Test Overview










	Timing

	35 minutes






	Questions

	40 passage-based multiple-choice questions






	Passages

	3 independent passages and 1 set of paired passages or 4 independent passages






	Passage length

	750−1,000 words









Each passage is preceded by a heading that names the passage type, author, and source; this heading may also include important background information related to the passage.


The ACT Reading Test includes four types of passages: prose fiction or literary narrative, social science, humanities, and natural science. One of the four passages will consist of two shorter prose passages that are related in some way. There are three reporting categories for the Reading Test.
















	Skills Tested by Reading Test Questions










	Key Ideas and Details (52%−60%)

	Determining central ideas and themes, summarizing information and ideas, understanding relationships between ideas, and drawing conclusions from facts stated in a passage






	Craft and Structure (25%−30%)

	Determining word and phrase meanings, analyzing rhetorical word choice, analyzing text structure, and understanding and analyzing purpose and point of view






	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (13%−23%)

	Understanding author’s claims, differentiating between facts and opinions, using evidence to make connections, analyzing how authors construct arguments, and evaluating reasoning and evidence from various sources









The ACT Science Test


The ACT Science Test will focus on your scientific reasoning ability, not your knowledge of scientific content.
















	ACT Science Test Overview










	Timing

	35 minutes






	Questions

	40 passage-based multiple-choice questions






	Passages

	6 passages with 6−8 questions each






	Passage length

	100−300 words depending on passage type









There are three passage types on the ACT Science Test:
















	ACT Science Test Passage Types










	Data Representation (25%−35%)

	2 passages, each with multiple figures and/or tables






	Research Summaries (45%−60%)

	3 passages, each with one or more experiments or studies and usually at least one figure and/or table






	Conflicting Viewpoints (15%−20%)

	1 passage with at least two viewpoints related to a theory or phenomenon









The ACT Science Test provides three reporting categories:
















	Skills Tested by Science Test Questions










	Interpretation of Data (40%−50%)

	Manipulating and analyzing data in tables, graphs, and diagrams






	Scientific Investigation (20%−30%)

	Understanding experimental tools, procedures, and design and comparing, extending, and modifying experiments






	Evaluation of Models, Inferences, and Experimental Results (25%−35%)

	Judging the validity of scientific information and formulating conclusions and predictions based on that information









The ACT Writing Test (Optional)


The ACT Writing Test assesses your writing skills. The Writing Test includes one prompt describing a complex issue and three perspectives related to that prompt. Your goal is to write an essay in which you present your own reasoned perspective; this perspective might—but does not need to—relate to one or more of the three perspectives in the prompt, but your essay must include a discussion of both your own perspective and at least one other. The specific perspective you decide to take will not affect your final score.


The issue discussed in the prompt might be a familiar one, but it might also be completely new to you. The Writing Test will always include a paragraph providing background on the issue because prior knowledge is not required.


The ACT Writing Test will be broken down into four categories for scoring: Ideas and Analysis, Development and Support, Organization, and Language Use and Conventions. Each of these elements will be scored on a scale of 2 to 12, and you will receive a single subject-level writing score, also on a scale of 2 to 12.


Test-Taking Strategies


The ACT is different from the tests you are used to taking in school. For example, on a test given in school, you probably go through the questions in order. You spend more time on the harder questions than on the easier ones because harder questions are usually worth more points. You also probably show your work because your teacher tells you that how you approach a question is as important as getting the correct answer.


This approach is not optimal for the ACT. On the ACT, you benefit from moving around within a section if you come across tough questions because the harder questions are worth the same number of points as the easier questions. Similarly, showing your work is unimportant. It doesn’t matter how you arrive at the correct answer—only that you bubble in the correct answer choice.


The good news is that you can use the ACT’s particular structure to your advantage. You have already learned about the overall structure of the ACT as well as the structures of the five tests. The strategies outlined in this section can be applied to any of these tests.


Strategy #1: Triage the Test


You do not need to complete questions on the ACT in order. Every student has different strengths and should attack the test with those strengths in mind. Your main objective on the ACT should be to score as many points as you can. While approaching questions out of order may seem counterintuitive, it is a surefire way to achieve your best score.


Just remember, you can skip around within each test, but you cannot work on any test other than the one you’ve been instructed to work on.


To triage a test effectively, do the following:




	Work through all the low-difficulty questions that you can do quickly. Skip questions that are hard or time-consuming.



	For the Reading Test, start with the passage you find most manageable and work toward the one you find most challenging. You do not need to go in order.


	For the Science Test, start with the passage type you find most manageable and work toward the one you find most challenging. You do not need to go in order.







	Work through the questions that are doable but time-consuming.


	Work through the high-difficulty questions.





Strategy #2: Eliminate


Even though there is no incorrect-answer penalty on the ACT, Elimination is still a crucial strategy. If you can determine that one or more answer choices are definitely incorrect, you can increase your chances of getting the correct answer by paring the selection down.


To eliminate answer choices, do the following:




	Read each answer choice.


	Cross out the answer choices that are incorrect.


	Remember: there is no incorrect-answer penalty, so take your best guess.





Strategy #3: Guess


The English, Reading, and Science multiple-choice questions on the ACT have four answer choices and no incorrect-answer penalty. That means if you have no idea how to approach a question, you have a 25 percent chance of randomly choosing the correct answer. Even though there’s a 75 percent chance of selecting the incorrect answer, you won’t lose any points for doing so. The worst that can happen on the ACT is that you’ll earn zero points on a question, which means you should always at least take a guess, even when you have no idea what to do. While the probabilities are slightly different for the Math Test, which has five answer choices, the logic is the same.


When guessing on a question, do the following:




	Try to strategically eliminate answer choices before guessing.


	If you run out of time, or have no idea what a question is asking, pick a Letter of the Day.





A “Letter of the Day” is an answer choice letter [A/F, B/G, C/H, D/J, or (math only) E/K] that you choose before test day to select for questions you guess on. You can use the same Letter of the Day for the entire ACT or change it depending on the section, but you should always use the same Letter of the Day within an individual section.




PART 2


ACT English




CHAPTER 2


The Method for ACT English




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After completing this chapter, you will be able to:




	Effectively and efficiently apply the ACT English Method








How to Do ACT English


The English Test of the ACT tests a limited number of grammar errors and style or logic issues. You should feel empowered by familiarizing yourself with these recurring errors and issues and learn to spot them and address them quickly and efficiently. We’ll describe the issues that you’re likely to see on test day and how to deal with them in the next two chapters. In this chapter, we’ll present a simple series of steps for tackling English questions.


Take a look at the passage and questions below and think about how you would approach them on test day. Then compare your approach to the recommendations that follow.


Gregory Hines, a Beloved Icon


During the last five decades of the 20th 1century; Gregory Hines enriched musical theater with his performances as a star of the Broadway stage. A multitalented artist, he was also employed as an actor, a director, and a producer in television and film. He 2had the experience of earning and receiving numerous awards, including a Tony and a Daytime Emmy.




	



	NO CHANGE


	century, Gregory


	century. Gregory


	century, from the 1950s to the late 1990s,







	



	NO CHANGE


	had the experience of earning


	had the experience of receiving


	earned










Hines began performing as a dancer when he was five, touring professionally in nightclubs across the country with his older brother, Maurice, as a duo. Hines found inspiration in watching fellow performers such as the Nicholas Brothers and Sandman Sims. At eight, he made his Broadway debut and remained a star of the stage in a variety of musicals, 3including Eubie!, Sophisticated Ladies, and Jelly’s Last Jam.




	Which choice provides the most specific information regarding Hines’s Broadway performances?



	NO CHANGE


	which debuted at various locations among the many venues of Broadway.


	which opened at different times throughout Hines’s considerably long career.


	all of which were evaluated by the rotating group of dozens of theatre professionals who are selected by the Tony Awards Administration Committee.










There is no need to read the entire passage before you start to answer questions. Instead, answer them as you read. When you see a number, finish the sentence you are reading and then look at the corresponding question. If you can answer the question based on what you’ve read so far, do so—this will likely be the case if the question is testing grammar. If you need more information—which may happen if the question is testing organization or relevance—keep reading until you have enough context to answer the question.


Sometimes the issue being tested will be obvious to you when you look at the underlined segment. If it isn’t, glance at the answer choices to help you determine what the test maker is after. For instance, in question 1 above, a semicolon is underlined. A quick glance at the choices shows that most of them have the same words in the same order, and only the punctuation marks are different; this means that the question is testing punctuation. Identifying the issue, using the choices if necessary, is step 1 of the English method.


To determine the correct punctuation, use the surrounding text. “During the last five decades of the 20th century” is an introductory phrase and cannot stand on its own, so A and C are incorrect; what comes before and after either a period (choice C) or a semicolon (choice A) must be able to stand on its own as a complete sentence. Eliminating answer choices that do not address the issue is step 2 of the English method.


There may be more than one choice that addresses the issue. When that happens, you need to base your final response on three considerations: conciseness, relevance, and the potential of a given choice to introduce a new error. The two remaining choices are both grammatically correct and relevant to the surrounding context. However, (B) is more concise and therefore the correct answer. Choice D can be eliminated because “from the 1950s to the late 1990s” is redundant; the sentence already says “the last five decades of the 20th century.” Choosing the most concise and relevant response from those that are grammatically correct is step 3 of the English method.


Here’s what we did:




ACT ENGLISH METHOD


Step 1. Identify the issue (use the choices if need be)


Step 2. Eliminate answer choices that do not address the issue


Step 3. Plug in the remaining answer choices and select the most correct, concise, and relevant one





Some questions include errors that may not seem apparent. For example, the underlined segment in question 2 is grammatically correct but wordy. Start by identifying the issue, using the choices if necessary. The answer choices are shorter than the original text, so conciseness is likely the issue being tested. Eliminating answer choices that do not address the issue is next, and F can definitely be eliminated due to wordiness. Finally, plugging in the remaining choices and choosing the most correct, concise, and relevant one points you to (J): the single word earned expresses the same information as the much longer phrase “had the experience of earning and receiving.” Choices G and H are shorter than the original, but they are not nearly as concise as (J).


Other questions may ask you to determine which answer choice provides the most specific description of a particular aspect of the passage. In those instances, identifying the issue is straightforward. Eliminating answer choices that do not address the issue is essential to answering this type of question. Question 3 requires you to determine which option provides the most specific information about Hines’s Broadway performances. Eliminate B and C because they do not include specific details. Plug in the remaining choices and eliminate D because the process by which plays are evaluated by the Tony Awards Administration Committee is not relevant to the passage. Choice (A) is the correct answer.


Correct, concise, and relevant means that the answer choice you select:




	Has no grammatical errors


	Is as short as possible while retaining the writer’s intended meaning


	Is relevant to the paragraph and the passage as a whole





Correct answers do NOT:




	Provide information that contradicts or is irrelevant to the ideas developed by the original sentence, paragraph, or passage


	Introduce new grammatical errors








 


How Much Have You Learned?


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. Practice using the steps that you just learned.


Liberal Arts Education


[1]


The concept of liberal arts has existed since the time of ancient Greece, and the parameters of this discipline have remained largely 1over the centuries unchanged. [A] In essence, liberal arts are defined as “any study given to reflection and free inquiry,” which is a 2lengthy category that has included various subjects throughout its history.




	The best placement for the underlined portion would be:



	where it is now.


	after the word concept.


	after the word arts.


	after the word unchanged.







	Which choice best indicates that liberal arts include many disciplines?



	NO CHANGE


	broad


	challenging


	perplexing










[2]


In medieval times, the seven liberal arts were divided into two parts: the Trivium (“the three roads”) and the Quadrivium (“the four roads”). [B] The Trivium consisted of grammar, rhetoric, and 3logic, the Quadrivium consisted of arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music. However, the description of a liberal arts college is somewhat more limiting. A liberal arts college generally 4awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree after four years of study, primarily enrolls full-time students between the ages of 18 and 24, typically has between 800 and 1,800 students, and does not provide professional or vocational preparation.




	



	NO CHANGE


	logic; while the Quadrivium


	logic, so the Quadrivium


	logic; the Quadrivium







	



	NO CHANGE


	have awarded


	award


	awards










[3]


Liberal arts has been the primary focus of undergraduate education in the United States 5since the United States was only a British colony. [C] The number of liberal arts colleges in the United States 6steady increased throughout the 20th century as private universities, state universities, and community colleges all sought to 7give their undergraduates a broad education. [D]




	



	NO CHANGE


	because


	even though


	while







	



	NO CHANGE


	steadily increased


	increased in a steady fashion


	increased in a steadily fashion







	



	NO CHANGE


	give its


	giving their


	gave its










[4]


The content of liberal arts study still focuses on the arts, humanities, and 8sciences, and the basic notion of forming well-rounded students in these areas is still the concept behind liberal arts education today. There is some concern, however, that the philosophy behind liberal arts education 9does not reflect the current times in which today’s students are living. Responding to this concern, 10courses in computer science and information technology have been added to the curriculum of many colleges and universities. Does this mean the end of liberal arts education as it has been practiced since the days of Martianus Capella? 11I don’t believe so. 12Most liberal arts colleges award master’s and doctoral degrees as well. The study of liberal arts may have to evolve with the times, but its basic premise—that well-rounded students are well-educated students—13remain as valid today as it was in medieval times.




	



	NO CHANGE


	sciences; and


	sciences. And


	sciences: and







	



	NO CHANGE


	does not reflect the latest trends in education and the current times in which today’s students are living.


	does not reflect the times in which today’s students are living or the times in which future students will live.


	does not reflect the times in which today’s students are living.







	



	NO CHANGE


	computer science and information technology courses have been added to the curriculum of many colleges and universities.


	computer science and information technology are the subject of courses that have been added to the curriculum of many colleges and universities.


	many colleges and universities have added courses in computer science and information technology to their curriculum.







	



	NO CHANGE


	Many educators don’t


	You wouldn’t


	We don’t







	The writer is considering deleting the underlined sentence. Should the writer make this deletion?



	Yes, because it contradicts information earlier in the paragraph.


	Yes, because it interrupts the writer’s discussion of modern liberal arts education with irrelevant information.


	No, because it provides an example showing how liberal arts education is still relevant.


	No, because it makes a claim important to the writer’s overall argument.







	



	NO CHANGE


	remaining


	remains


	remained












Questions 14 and 15 ask about the preceding passage as a whole.







	The writer wants to add the following sentence to the essay:



The late 1800s saw an expansion of liberal arts colleges as the right to education began to include minorities and women.





If the writer were to add this sentence, it would most logically be placed at:




	Point A in Paragraph 1.


	Point B in Paragraph 2.


	Point C in Paragraph 3.


	Point D in Paragraph 3.







	Suppose the writer’s primary purpose had been to write an essay summarizing the history of higher education in the United States. Would this essay accomplish this purpose?



	Yes, because it discusses the natural evolution of liberal arts, which is taught only at the collegiate level.


	Yes, because it explains how most liberal arts colleges award master’s and doctoral degrees as well.


	No, because it does not mention higher education anywhere.


	No, because it focuses exclusively on liberal arts education rather than higher education as a whole.













 


Reflect


Directions: Take a few minutes to recall what you’ve learned and what you’ve been practicing in this chapter. Consider the following questions, jot down your best answer for each one on a piece of paper, and then compare your reflections to the expert responses on the following page. Use your level of confidence to determine what to do next.




	What does an ACT expert look for when answering an ACT English question?


	Describe at least three types of issues that could be present in English questions.


	How does eliminating choices that do not address the issue make it easier to identify the correct answer?


	Why do correct answers need to be grammatically correct, concise, and relevant?








 


Responses




	What does an ACT expert look for when answering an ACT English question?

ACT experts look for clues in both the passage and answer choices—and question stem, if one is present—to help identify the issue and determine which choices are correct and which are incorrect. These include punctuation marks, answer choice lengths, and words such as “relevant” in the question stem.




	Describe at least three types of issues that could be present in English questions.

Punctuation issues could involve commas, colons, parentheses, and other punctuation marks. Correct answers should be concise, so incorrect choices could use more words than necessary. Correct answers should not add information that contradicts or is irrelevant to the rest of the passage.




	How does eliminating choices that do not address the issue make it easier to identify the correct answer?

When you identify choices that must be incorrect because they don’t address the issue, you save time by eliminating them without plugging them in and checking for correctness, conciseness, and relevance.




	Why do correct answers need to be grammatically correct, concise, and relevant?

It’s not enough for an answer choice to be grammatically correct or concise or relevant. The correct answer to an ACT English question must be grammatically correct, concise, and relevant, and incorrect choices will often only meet one or two—but not all three!—of these criteria.







Next Steps


If you answered most questions correctly in the “How Much Have You Learned?” section, and if your responses to the Reflect questions were similar to those of an expert, then consider the ACT English Method an area of strength and move on to the next chapter. Do keep using the method as you work on the questions in future chapters.


If you don’t yet feel confident, review those parts of this chapter that you have not yet mastered and try the questions you missed again. As always, be sure to review the explanations closely. Also, go online (kaptest.com/login) to watch a video about the Method for ACT English questions and to use your Qbank for more practice. If you haven't already registered your book, do so at kaptest.com/moreonline.




GO ONLINE


kaptest.com/login








 


Answers and Explanations


How Much Have You Learned?




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “over the centuries” must be placed logically and punctuated properly. Its original position interrupts the phrase “largely unchanged,” so A is incorrect. Choices B and C are incorrect because placing the phrase at the beginning of the sentence is not logical; “over the centuries” is not referring to the concept of liberal arts but rather to the parameters of the discipline. Placing the phrase at the end of the sentence is logical and does not require additional punctuation, so (D) is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The word broad means “covering a large number of subjects or areas,” so (G) is correct. Choices F, H, and J are incorrect because they do not clearly express the idea that liberal arts include a variety of subjects.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: As written, the sentence is a run-on; a comma cannot connect two independent clauses without a FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) coordinating conjunction, so A is incorrect. Although there are a number of ways to correct a run-on sentence, only one answer choice will do so without introducing additional errors. Choices B, C, and (D) all address the run-on error. However, B uses a semicolon while also making the second clause dependent. The conjunction so in C creates a cause-and-effect relationship between the clauses that is inappropriate in context. Only (D) corrects the run-on and does not introduce new errors.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Items in a list must be in parallel form. As written, this list includes four verb phrases, but they are not parallel, so F is incorrect. Choice G is incorrect because it includes present perfect tense, which does not agree with the simple present tense verb phrases in the rest of the list. Choice H is in present tense, but the plural verb award does not match the singular subject college. The present-tense singular verb awards agrees with both the subject and the rest of the sentence, so (J) is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: When a transition word is underlined, check that it correctly represents the relationship between the ideas it connects. In this sentence, the transition needs to convey that liberal arts have been the focus of colleges in the United States “from the time when” the country was still a British colony. Since does exactly that, so choice (A) is correct. Choices B, C, and D all incorrectly change the relationship between the parts of the sentence.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Adjectives can modify only nouns and pronouns; all other parts of speech are modified by adverbs. As written, the sentence uses the adjective steady to modify the verb increased, so F is incorrect. Both (G) and H correct the error, but H is unnecessarily wordy, so (G) is correct. Choice J incorrectly uses the adverb steadily to modify the noun fashion.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Check underlined verbs and pronouns for agreement errors. The infinitive verb to give is idiomatically correct with sought, and their agrees with its plural antecedent colleges. (A) is correct. Choices B and D pair a singular pronoun with a plural antecedent; C and D do not properly construct the infinitive verb form.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Carefully examine the different punctuation marks. Here, the comma is used together with a coordinating conjunction to join two independent clauses, so (F) is correct. Although the semicolon in G can join two independent clauses, it cannot be used together with a coordinating conjunction. The period in H creates a sentence fragment. Finally, J is incorrect because a colon should not be followed by a coordinating conjunction.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: As written, the underlined portion includes a redundancy with the words current and today’s. Choice (D) corrects this error by omitting the word current. Choices B and C are incorrect because they are even wordier than the original.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: An introductory clause generally modifies the noun that immediately follows it. As written, this sentence says that “courses in computer science and information technology” are “Responding to this concern.” Choice F is incorrect. Choice (J) correctly puts the noun phrase, “many colleges and universities,” immediately after the modifying clause. Choices G and H do not address the error.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The sentence includes a pronoun that does not match the surrounding text. The author does not use the first-person pronoun I anywhere else in the essay, so A is incorrect. The author does not address the audience directly or use the word we, so C and D are incorrect. Choice (B) correctly uses “Many educators” instead of a pronoun.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When deciding whether to delete a sentence, identify the purpose of the paragraph and determine whether the sentence supports it. This paragraph discusses concerns about liberal arts education in modern times. The sentence states that liberal arts schools also offer advanced degrees, which is not pertinent to the paragraph. Eliminate H and J. Choice (G) correctly identifies the sentence as an irrelevant interruption.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: A verb must agree with its subject, which may not be the noun closest to it in the sentence. Although the plural noun students is the closest noun to the verb remain, the verb’s subject is actually the singular noun premise, so A is incorrect. Choice (C) corrects the agreement error. Choice B creates a sentence fragment, and D uses a past-tense verb that does not match the surrounding verbs, which are in present tense.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: Consider where in the essay a reference to “The late 1800s” would fit best. Choice (H) correctly places the sentence between a reference to “the United States since it was a British colony” and “the 20th century.” Choices F, G, and J position the sentence illogically within the essay, either too early or too late in the history of liberal arts education.




	
D

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: First, answer the “yes” or “no” part of the question. While the author does outline the history of liberal arts, higher education encompasses more than just “arts, humanities, and sciences.” Eliminate A and B. Choice C is incorrect because the author does mention higher education throughout the essay. Choice (D) is correct.









CHAPTER 3


Spotting and Fixing Errors: Sentence Structure, Punctuation, and Agreement




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After completing this chapter, you will be able to:




	Determine the correct punctuation and/or conjunctions to form a complete sentence


	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of semicolons


	Set off simple parenthetical elements using punctuation


	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of commas, dashes, and colons


	Identify and correct verb agreement issues


	Identify and correct pronoun agreement issues


	Identify and correct modifier agreement issues


	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of apostrophes


	Identify and correct expressions that deviate from idiomatic English










Sentence Structure: 9/36 SmartPoints® (Very high yield)


Agreement: 10/36 SmartPoints® (Very high yield)








 


How Much Do You Know?


Directions: Try out the questions below. The “Category” heading in the explanation for each question gives the title of the lesson that covers how to answer it. If you answered the question(s) for a given lesson correctly, you may be able to move quickly through that lesson. If you answered incorrectly, you may want to take your time on that lesson.


The Bebop Movement


For a jazz musician in New York City in the 11940s. The most interesting place to spend the hours between midnight and dawn was likely a Harlem nightclub called Minton’s. After finishing their jobs at other clubs, young musicians like Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Kenny Clarke, and Thelonious Monk would gather at Minton’s and have “jam” sessions, or informal performances featuring lengthy group and solo 2improvisations, the all-night sessions resulted in the birth of modern jazz as these African American artists together forged a new sound, known as bebop.




	



	NO CHANGE


	1940s; the


	1940s, the


	1940s, it was when the







	



	NO CHANGE


	improvisations and the all-night sessions


	improvisations, the all-night sessions,


	improvisations. The all-night sessions










Unlike “swing,” the enormously popular jazz played in the 1930s, bebop was not dance music. Often it 3had been blindingly fast, incorporated irregular rhythms, and featured discordant sounds that jazz audiences had never heard before. The harmonic complexity of bebop distinguished it from other forms of jazz at the time. Bebop, unlike other forms of jazz, was based on a 12-note scale, thereby opening up vast new harmonic opportunities for musicians.




	



	NO CHANGE


	was going to be blindingly fast, incorporated irregular rhythms, and featured discordant sounds


	was blindingly fast, incorporated irregular rhythms, and featured discordant sounds


	was blindingly fast, incorporated irregular rhythms, and featuring discordant sounds










The musicians who pioneered bebop 4shared, two common elements, a vision of the new music’s possibilities and astonishing improvisational skill—the ability to play or compose a musical line on the spur of the moment. As the essence of jazz, 5providing the context of a group setting for improvisation is paramount. Parker, perhaps the 6most great instrumental genius jazz has known, was a brilliant improviser. He often played twice as fast as the rest of the band, but his solos, infused with creativity, 7was always in rhythm and exquisitely shaped, revealing a harmonic imagination that enthralled his listeners.




	



	NO CHANGE


	shared two common elements: a vision


	shared, two common elements a vision


	shared two common elements a vision







	



	NO CHANGE


	improvisation within the context of a group setting is paramount.


	paramount is improvisation within the context of a group setting.


	paramount is the context of a group setting for improvisation.







	



	NO CHANGE


	most greatest


	greater


	greatest







	



	NO CHANGE


	is


	are


	were










Unfortunately, the bebop movement, like many revolutions that fought 8its way into mainstream culture, initially encountered heavy resistance. Opposition came not only from older jazz musicians initially, 9but also, later and more lastingly from a general public alienated by the music 10genre’s complexity and sophistication. Furthermore, due to the government ban on 11recording, that was, in effect, during the early years of World War II (records were made of vinyl, a petroleum product that was essential to the war effort), the creative ferment that first produced bebop 12most remains undocumented today.




	



	NO CHANGE


	it’s


	their


	there







	



	NO CHANGE


	but, later and more lastingly


	but, later and more lastingly—


	but also—later and more lastingly—







	



	NO CHANGE


	genres’


	genres’s


	genres







	



	NO CHANGE


	recording that was in effect


	recording that was; in effect


	recording—that was in effect







	



	NO CHANGE


	remains most


	remains mostly


	remain mostly













 


Check Your Work




	
C

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure: The Basics


Getting to the Answer: As written, the phrase before the period is a sentence fragment, so A is incorrect. Replacing the period with a semicolon does not address this issue, so B is incorrect. Choice (C) fixes the fragment by joining the dependent clause “For a jazz musician in New York City in the 1940s” and the independent clause “the most interesting place to spend the hours between midnight and dawn was likely a Harlem nightclub called Minton’s” with a comma. Choice D both creates an illogical sentence structure and is unnecessarily wordy. Choice (C) is correct.




	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure: The Basics


Getting to the Answer: As written, the underlined portion creates a run-on sentence, so F is incorrect. Eliminate G because replacing the comma with a coordinating conjunction (in this case, the word and) does not fix the run-on. Adding a comma after sessions does not fix the run-on either, so H is also incorrect. Choice (J) correctly separates the two independent clauses with a period.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement: Verbs


Getting to the Answer: As written, the sentence includes a list of three verbs that are not in parallel form. A is incorrect. Eliminate B and D, since their verbs are also not in parallel form. Choice (C) correctly uses three past-tense verb phrases.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons


Getting to the Answer: Colons are used to introduce lists or short phrases, so a colon is appropriate to use after elements. (G) is correct. Choice F is incorrect because the phrase “two common elements” is essential to the sentence, so it should not be surrounded by commas. Choice H incorrectly separates a verb from its object, and J incorrectly omits punctuation altogether.




	
B

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement: Modifiers


Getting to the Answer: “As the essence of jazz” is an introductory modifying phrase, so the word(s) that immediately follow the comma must be the item(s) being modified. The word improvisation must come after the comma because the passage indicates that “jam” sessions, or informal performances, are the essence of jazz. (B) is correct. Choices A, C, and D do not put the word improvisation after the comma, so they all display modification errors.




	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement: Modifiers


Getting to the Answer: Eliminate F and G because “most great” and “most greatest” are idiomatically incorrect. Choice H does not create an idiom error, but the comparative form of great should be used only when exactly two objects or individuals are being compared. Choice (J) correctly uses the superlative form.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement: Verbs


Getting to the Answer: If a verb is underlined, make sure that it agrees with its subject. The subject, solos, is plural, and the verb was is singular, so A is incorrect. Eliminate B because it is also singular. Choice C is plural but in the present tense. Choice (D) is plural and correctly uses the past tense, which matches the tense of the rest of the paragraph.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement: Pronouns


Getting to the Answer: When a pronoun is underlined, check that it agrees with its antecedent, the noun to which it refers. The antecedent is the plural noun revolutions, so the plural pronoun their is needed; (H) is correct. Choice F is incorrect because its is singular. Choices G and J do not make sense in context; it’s means “it is,” and there indicates location, not possession.




	
D

Difficulty: High


Category: Sentence Structure: Parenthetical Elements


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “later and more lastingly” is a parenthetical phrase that must be properly punctuated. Only (D) correctly sets it off from the rest of the sentence. In addition, B and C incorrectly omit the word also, which must be included because the sentence includes the first part of the idiomatic phrase “not only . . . but also.”




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement: Modifiers


Getting to the Answer: The word genre’s is a singular possessive noun. It makes sense in context because the sentence is describing the “complexity and sophistication” of a single genre of music. (F) is correct. Choices G and H are possessive, but they are both plural. In addition, H incorrectly adds an extra s after the apostrophe; genres’s is considered grammatically incorrect in any context. Finally, choice J does not show possession at all.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons


Getting to the Answer: When a punctuation mark is underlined, make sure that it is actually necessary. Commas, semicolons, and dashes all separate elements of the sentence into different logical units. Since the phrase “recording that was in effect” is one cohesive phrase, no punctuation of any sort should be used. Choice (B) is correct.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement: Modifiers


Getting to the Answer: As written, the phrase most remains is in the wrong order. Additionally, it uses the adjective most, instead of the adverb mostly, to modify the adjective undocumented. Choice (H) is the only option that is in the correct order, uses an adverb, and does not introduce a new error. J incorrectly changes the singular verb remains to the plural verb remain, which does not agree with the singular subject ferment.










 


Sentence Structure: The Basics




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Determine the correct punctuation and/or conjunctions to form a complete sentence


	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of semicolons








To answer a question like this:


Women’s Suffrage


The struggle for women’s suffrage in the United States began several decades before national legislation was 1enacted and the movement included a myriad of efforts that culminated in nationwide voting rights nearly fifty years after the birth of the women’s suffrage movement.




	



	NO CHANGE


	enacted, the


	enacted; the


	enacted but the










You need to know this:


Fragments and Run-ons


A complete sentence must express a complete thought and have both a subject and a verb. If any one of these elements is missing, the sentence is a fragment. You can recognize a fragment because the sentence will not make sense as written.


















	Missing element

	Example

	Corrected sentence










	Subject

	Ran a marathon.

	Lola ran a marathon.






	Verb

	Lola a marathon.






	Complete thought

	While Lola ran a marathon.

	While Lola ran a marathon, her friends cheered for her.









The fragment, “While Lola ran a marathon” is an example of a dependent clause: it has a subject (Lola) and a verb (ran), but it does not express a complete thought because it starts with a subordinating conjunction (while). Notice what the word while does to the meaning: While Lola ran a marathon, what happened? To fix this type of fragment, eliminate the subordinating conjunction or join the dependent clause to an independent clause using a comma. Subordinating conjunctions are words and phrases such as since, because, therefore, unless, although, and due to.


Unlike a dependent clause, an independent clause can stand on its own as a complete sentence. If a sentence has more than one independent clause, those clauses must be properly joined. If they are not, the sentence is a run-on: Lucas enjoys hiking, he climbs a new mountain every summer. There are several ways to correct a run-on:
















	To correct a run-on

	Example










	Use a period

	Lucas enjoys hiking. He climbs a new mountain every summer.






	Use a semicolon

	Lucas enjoys hiking; he climbs a new mountain every summer.






	Use a colon

	Lucas enjoys hiking: he climbs a new mountain every summer.






	Make one clause dependent

	Since Lucas enjoys hiking, he climbs a new mountain every summer.






	Add a FANBOYS conjunction: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So

	Lucas enjoys hiking, so he climbs a new mountain every summer.






	Add a dash

	Lucas enjoys hiking—he climbs a new mountain every summer.









Semicolons


Semicolons are used in one specific way on the ACT:
















	Use a semicolon to . . .

	Example










	Join two independent clauses that are not connected by a comma and a FANBOYS conjunction

	Gaby knew that her term paper would take at least four hours to write; she got started in study hall and then finished it at home.









You need to do this:


To recognize and correct errors involving fragments, run-ons, and semicolons, familiarize yourself with the ways in which they are tested.




	Fragments



	If a sentence is missing a subject, a verb, or a complete thought, it is a fragment.


	Correct the fragment by adding the missing element.







	Run-ons



	If a sentence includes two independent clauses, they must be properly joined.


	Employ one of the following options to properly punctuate independent clauses:



	Use a period


	Insert a semicolon


	Use a comma and a FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) conjunction


	Use a dash


	Make one clause dependent by using a subordinating conjunction (since, because, therefore, unless, although, due to, etc.)












	Semicolon Use



	A semicolon is used to join two independent clauses that are not connected by a comma and a FANBOYS conjunction.










Explanation:


The clauses before and after the word and are independent clauses and must be punctuated properly. Choice (C) correctly uses a semicolon to join the two clauses. Choices A, B, and D include either a comma or a coordinating conjunction but not both, so they are incorrect.


Drills


If sentence formation or semicolons give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Drill answers can be found on the bottom of the next page.




	Correct the fragment by adding a subject: Volunteered to organize the upcoming fundraiser.


	Correct the fragment by completing the thought: Upon finding the misplaced house keys.


	Correct the run-on sentence by adding a punctuation mark: The historic center of town was restored it once again bustled with activity.


	Correct the run-on sentence by adding a punctuation mark: Logical thinking is essential to scientific research the irony is that scientists who make important discoveries often do so on a hunch.


	Make one clause dependent to correct the run-on sentence: The local farms had a poor harvest last year, the price of produce at the market has risen dramatically.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	
The student volunteered to organize the upcoming fundraiser.


	Upon finding the misplaced house keys, Hannah locked the front door.



	The historic center of town was restored. It once again bustled with activity.


	Logical thinking is essential to scientific research; the irony is that scientists who make important discoveries often do so on a hunch.


	The local farms had a poor harvest last year, so the price of produce at the market has risen dramatically.








 


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Espresso 89


For what seemed like 2eons; people in my neighborhood complained about the lack of coffee shops in our community. The discussions at times became 3passionate, and it seemed that my neighbors believed that a coffee shop would cure just about any problem our suburban neighborhood faced. Not a coffee drinker, I remained unconvinced that a venue to purchase coffee would make a significant difference. However, when a coffee shop did open 4nearby. I discovered that it offered much more than warm beverages and convenient snacks. Ingrid and Gus, the owners of Espresso 89, work diligently to create an inclusive 5atmosphere thanks to their dedication, their shop serves as a community center for the area.




	



	NO CHANGE


	eons, people


	eons, and people


	eons. People







	Which of the following replacements for the underlined segment of the sentence would NOT be acceptable?



	passionate it


	passionate; it


	passionate. It


	so passionate that it







	



	NO CHANGE


	nearby, I


	nearby and


	nearby, and also I







	



	NO CHANGE


	atmosphere, thanks


	atmosphere—thanks


	atmosphere so thanks










Espresso 89 began by inviting a local artist to display her paintings on the walls of the shop and holding a “gallery” opening for the occasion. Ingrid and Gus encouraged other local artists to sign up for future opportunities to share their work with the coffee-drinking public. Two or three nights a week, Espresso 89 hosts music or literary events that provide entertainment and the opportunity for local artists to showcase their talent. A retired elementary school teacher conducts a weekly children’s story 6hour she offers storybook after storybook to delighted children and their grateful parents.




	



	NO CHANGE


	hour, she offers


	hour; offering


	hour, offering













 


Sentence Structure: Parenthetical Elements




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Set off simple parenthetical elements using punctuation








To answer a question like this:


The Nineteenth 1Amendment which granted all American women the right to vote, was passed by Congress on June 4, 1919.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Amendment, which granted all American women the right to vote, was


	Amendment which granted all American women the right to vote was


	Amendment which granted all American women the right to vote—was










You need to know this:


Answer choices often move punctuation marks around, replace them with other punctuation marks, or remove them altogether. When underlined portions include commas, dashes, or parentheses, check to make sure the punctuation is used correctly in context.


Parenthetical Elements


Parenthetical elements may appear at the beginning, in the middle, or at the end of a sentence. They must be properly punctuated with parentheses, commas, or dashes for the sentence to be grammatically correct. A phrase such as the capital of France is considered parenthetical if the rest of the sentence is grammatically correct when it is removed. Do not mix and match; a parenthetical element must begin and end with the same type of punctuation.




















	Parenthetical element placement

	Parentheses

	Comma(s)

	Dash(es)










	Beginning

	N/A

	The capital of France, Paris is a popular tourist destination.

	N/A






	Middle

	Paris (the capital of France) is a popular tourist destination.

	Paris, the capital of France, is a popular tourist destination.

	Paris—the capital of France—is a popular tourist destination.






	End

	A popular tourist destination is Paris (the capital of France).

	A popular tourist destination is Paris, the capital of France.

	A popular tourist destination is Paris—the capital of France.









You need to do this:


If the underlined portion includes punctuation, ask yourself:




	Is the punctuation used correctly?
The commas, dashes, or parentheses need to set off a parenthetical element, be used consistently, and be placed in the correct location.


	Is the punctuation necessary?
If you cannot identify a reason why the punctuation is included, the punctuation should be removed.





Explanation:


The phrase “which granted all American women the right to vote” is a parenthetical element that must be set off from the rest of the sentence with either two commas or two dashes. Choice (B) is correct.


Drills


If parenthetical elements give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Drill answers can be found on the bottom of the next page.




	Use a comma to correctly punctuate the parenthetical element at the beginning of the sentence: Delayed for two hours due to a thunderstorm the baseball game started much later than fans had expected.


	Use parentheses to correctly punctuate the parenthetical element in the middle of the sentence: The Heart of a Woman originally published in 1981 is one of Maya Angelou’s most popular books.


	Use commas to correctly punctuate the parenthetical element in the middle of the sentence: The architect a keen observer known for her meticulous attention to detail gently pointed out the error in her coworker’s design.


	Use dashes to correctly punctuate the parenthetical element in the middle of the sentence: Contemporary Hawaiian quilts which are often featured at the Mokupāpapa Discovery Center reflect an eclectic blend of Hawaiian tradition and modern vision.


	Use a comma to correctly punctuate the parenthetical element at the end of the sentence: A hurricane’s strength is rated on a scale of 1 to 5 depending on the speed of sustained winds.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	Delayed for two hours due to a thunderstorm, the baseball game started much later than fans had expected.


	
The Heart of a Woman (originally published in 1981) is one of Maya Angelou’s most popular books.


	The architect, a keen observer known for her meticulous attention to detail, gently pointed out the error in her coworker’s design.


	Contemporary Hawaiian quilts—which are often featured at the Mokupāpapa Discovery Center—reflect an eclectic blend of Hawaiian tradition and modern vision.


	A hurricane’s strength is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, depending on the speed of sustained winds.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Medusa


For more than two thousand 2years; Medusa has been a prominent image in the world of art and the world of myth. As far back as 200 BCE, images of 3Medusa—the defeated Gorgon, abounded. The shield of Alexander the Great, for example, was graced with an image of the mythical Medusa with her locks of live 4serpents, and a gaze that turned onlookers into stone.




	



	NO CHANGE


	years, Medusa


	years Medusa


	years. Medusa







	



	NO CHANGE


	Medusa the defeated Gorgon, abounded.


	Medusa the defeated Gorgon abounded.


	Medusa—the defeated Gorgon—abounded.







	



	NO CHANGE


	serpents;


	serpents,


	serpents and










Medusa was surely one of the most threatening figures of ancient Greek mythology. One of the three Gorgon 5sisters Medusa had been known for her beauty. However, she aroused the anger of the goddess Athena, who turned 6Medusa’s, once lovely hair, to snakes. With the power to turn anyone who looked upon her into stone, Medusa was feared and thought impossible to defeat.




	



	NO CHANGE


	sisters,


	sisters because


	sisters was because







	



	NO CHANGE


	Medusa’s once lovely hair


	Medusa’s once, lovely hair


	Medusa’s—once lovely hair













 


Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of commas, dashes, and colons








To answer a question like this:


In 1848, suffragists at the Seneca Falls Convention developed a wide array of demands, many of which were eventually considered too radical to be feasible. As a way of gaining broader support, these suffragists found it necessary to streamline and slightly alter their positions. The process was 1tedious, but necessary.




	



	NO CHANGE


	tedious: but


	tedious; but


	tedious but










You need to know this:


Answer choices often move punctuation marks around, replace them with other punctuation marks, or remove them altogether. When underlined portions include commas, dashes, or colons, check to make sure the punctuation is used correctly in context.


Commas


There are two situations in which commas are not interchangeable with any other punctuation: when listing a series of items and when separating introductory words or phrases from the rest of the sentence.
















	Use commas to . . .

	Comma(s)










	Set off three or more items in a series

	Jeremiah packed a sleeping bag, a raincoat, and a lantern for his upcoming camping trip.






	Separate an introductory word or phrase from the rest of the sentence

	For example, carrots are an excellent source of several vitamins and minerals.









Commas and Dashes


In many cases, either a comma or a dash may be used to punctuate a sentence.


















	Use commas or dashes to . . .

	Comma(s)

	Dash(es)










	Separate independent clauses connected by a FANBOYS conjunction (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So)

	Jess finished her homework earlier than expected, so she started an assignment that was due the following week.

	Jess finished her homework earlier than expected—so she started an assignment that was due the following week.






	Separate an independent and dependent clause

	Tyson arrived at school a few minutes early, which gave him time to organize his locker before class.

	Tyson arrived at school a few minutes early—which gave him time to organize his locker before class.






	Separate parenthetical elements from the rest of the sentence (use either two commas or two dashes, not one of each)

	Professor Mann, who is the head of the English department, is known for assigning extensive projects.

	Professor Mann—who is the head of the English department—is known for assigning extensive projects.









Colons and Dashes


Colons and dashes are used to include new ideas that introduce or explain something or that break the flow of the sentence. Note that the clause before the colon or dash must be able to stand on its own as a complete sentence.


















	Use colons and dashes to . . .

	Colon

	Dash










	Introduce and/or emphasize a short phrase, quotation, explanation, example, or list

	Sanjay had two important tasks to complete: a science experiment and an expository essay.


	Sanjay had two important tasks to complete—a science experiment and an expository essay.






	Separate two independent clauses when the second clause explains, illustrates, or expands on the first sentence

	Highway 1 in Australia is one of the longest national highways in the world: it circles the entirety of the continent and connects every mainland state capital.

	Highway 1 in Australia is one of the longest national highways in the world—it circles the entirety of the continent and connects every mainland state capital.









Unnecessary Punctuation


Knowing when punctuation should not be used is equally important. If an underlined portion includes punctuation, take time to consider whether it should be included at all.


















	Do NOT use punctuation to . . .

	Incorrect

	Correct










	Separate a subject from its verb

	The diligent student council, meets every week.

	The diligent student council meets every week.






	Separate a verb from its object or a preposition from its object

	The diligent student council meets, every week.

	The diligent student council meets every week.






	Set off elements that are essential to a sentence’s meaning

	The, diligent student, council meets every week.

	The diligent student council meets every week.






	Separate adjectives that work together to modify a noun

	The diligent, student council meets every week.

	The diligent student council meets every week.









You need to do this:


If the underlined portion includes punctuation, ask yourself:




	Is the punctuation used correctly?
The punctuation needs to be the correct type (comma, dash, or colon) and in the correct location.


	Is the punctuation necessary?
If you cannot identify a reason why the punctuation is included, the punctuation should be removed.





Explanation:


A comma must be placed before but only if the words that follow form an independent clause. Here, only the word necessary, which is not an independent clause, appears after but, so no punctuation is needed. Choice (D) is correct.


Drills


If commas, colons, and dashes give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Edit each sentence to correct the punctuation issue.




	The recipe includes my favorite fruit sweet red cherries.


	Historically popular sayings are transferred by word of mouth and rarely found in written records so there is often no definite answer to the question of their origin.


	Paradise tree snakes subsist mostly on lizards and bats which they immobilize with mild venom.


	As a result the United States entered an isolationist period after World War I.


	
Hamlet begins with two of Shakespeare’s favorite ways to grab an audience’s attention a supernatural phenomenon and a murder plot.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	The recipe includes my favorite fruit: sweet red cherries.


	Historically popular sayings are transferred by word of mouth and are rarely found in written records, so there is often no definite answer to the question of their origin. OR Historically popular sayings are transferred by word of mouth and are rarely found in written records—so there is often no definite answer to the question of their origin.


	Paradise tree snakes subsist mostly on lizards and bats, which they immobilize with mild venom.


	As a result, the United States entered an isolationist period after World War I.


	
Hamlet begins with two of Shakespeare’s favorite ways to grab an audience’s attention—a supernatural phenomenon and a murder plot. OR Hamlet begins with two of Shakespeare’s favorite ways to grab an audience’s attention: a supernatural phenomenon and a murder plot.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Music in the Park


Some people think of classical music as 2tedious, and unimaginative. They feel that music without lyrics is lacking in emotion or simply too complex to fully appreciate. For many years, I was among those who thought that listening to classical music was an abysmal experience. 3However when a friend convinced me to attend the New York Philharmonic performance in Central Park, a free event usually scheduled twice each summer, my entire perception of orchestras and classical music changed.




	



	NO CHANGE


	tedious; and


	tedious, and,


	tedious and







	



	NO CHANGE


	However,


	However;


	However:










I knew that there would be a large audience for the 4performance, but I didn’t think the atmosphere would be festive. Thousands of people had spread out blankets to relax and experience the music. By the end of the first 5piece: Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 4 in A Major—I was enthralled. The second piece was Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, and the audience hushed their already whispered conversations to hear the work’s interplay among the brass, strings, woodwinds, and percussion instruments. The emotional ending, punctuated with booming cannons and 6lyrical, church bells, provided the opportunity for me to genuinely enjoy classical music, albeit for the very first time.




	



	NO CHANGE


	performance; but


	performance; so


	performance, so







	



	NO CHANGE


	piece, Mendelssohn’s


	piece—Mendelssohn’s


	piece Mendelssohn’s







	



	NO CHANGE


	lyrical church


	lyrical—church


	lyrical: church













 


Agreement: Verbs




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify and correct verb agreement issues








To answer a question like this:


Instead of arguing for equality based on principle, suffragists insisted that the difference between the two genders 1were precisely why women must be allowed to participate in government. In an attempt to appease opponents, suffragists insisted that the female vote would aid in purifying politics, enacting reforms, and outweighing less-desirable votes. The positive outcome of a female voting bloc, suffragists posited, would be a government that reflected a woman’s position as protector of the home, family, and society.




	



	NO CHANGE


	was


	will be


	was exactly and










You need to know this:


Verb Tense


Verb tense indicates when an action or state of being took place: past, present, or future. The tense of the verb must fit the context of the passage. Each tense can express three different types of action.




















	Type of action

	Past

	Present

	Future










	Single action occurring only once

	Connor planted vegetables in the community garden.

	Connor plants vegetables in the community garden.

	Connor will plant vegetables in the community garden.






	Action that is ongoing at some point in time

	Connor was planting vegetables in the community garden this morning before noon.

	Connor is planting vegetables in the community garden this morning before noon.

	Connor will be planting vegetables in the community garden this morning before noon.






	Action that is completed before some other action

	Connor had planted vegetables in the community garden every year until he gave his job to Jasmine.

	Connor has planted vegetables in the community garden since it started five years ago.

	Connor will have planted vegetables in the community garden by the time the growing season starts.









Subject-Verb Agreement


A verb must agree with its subject in person and number:




	Person (first, second, or third)



	First: I ask a question.



	Second: You ask a question.



	Third: She asks a question.








	Number (singular or plural)



	Singular: The apple tastes delicious.



	Plural: Apples taste delicious.











The noun closest to the verb is not always the subject. Take the following sentence as an example: The chair with the lion feet is an antique. The singular verb in this sentence, is, is closest to the plural noun feet. However, the verb’s actual subject is the singular noun chair, so the sentence is correct as written.


When a sentence includes two nouns, only the conjunction and forms a compound subject requiring a plural verb form:




	Plural: Saliyah and Taylor are in the running club.



	Singular: Either Saliyah or Taylor is in the running club.



	Singular: Neither Saliyah nor Taylor is in the running club.






Collective nouns are nouns that name entities with more than one member, such as group, team, and family. Even though these nouns represent more than one person, they are grammatically singular and require singular verb forms:




	The collection of paintings is one of the most popular art exhibits in recent years.


	The team looks promising this year.





Parallelism


Verbs in a list, a compound, or a comparison must be parallel in form:


















	Feature

	Example

	Parallel form










	A list

	Chloe formulated a question, conducted background research, and constructed a hypothesis before starting the experiment.

	3 simple past verb phrases






	A compound

	Hunting and fishing were essential to the survival of Midwestern Native American tribes such as the Omaha.

	2–ing verb forms






	A comparison

	Garrett enjoys sculpting as much as painting.

	2–ing verb forms









Note that parallelism may be tested using other parts of speech besides verbs. In general, any items in a list, compound, or comparison must be in parallel form. For example, if a list starts with a noun, the other items in the list must also be nouns; if it starts with an adjective, the other items must be adjectives, etc.:
















	Incorrect

	Correct alternatives










	Naomi likes pumpkin pie and to drink coffee on chilly weekend afternoons.

	
Naomi likes pumpkin pie and coffee on chilly weekend afternoons.
Naomi likes to eat pumpkin pie and to drink coffee on chilly weekend afternoons.







	Which of the dogs is the most docile and better behaved?

	
Which of the dogs is the most docile and best behaved?
Which of the dogs is the more docile and better behaved?










You need to do this:


If the underlined portion includes a verb, check that the verb:




	Reflects the correct tense: Does it fit the context?


	Agrees with the subject in person and number


	Is parallel in form with other verbs in a series, list, or compound if there is one in the sentence





Explanation:


A verb must agree with its subject. In this case, the plural verb were does not agree with its singular subject difference; eliminate A. Eliminate C because the future tense does not make sense in context. The remaining choices both use the past-tense singular verb was, but D is unnecessarily wordy. Choice (B) is correct.


Drills


If verbs give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Drill answers can be found on the bottom of the next page.


Edit each sentence to correct the verb issue.




	Pablo present his experiment at the science fair last week.


	The movie, with its complex plot and stirring themes, were critically acclaimed.


	Neither the director nor the lead actor are at rehearsal today.


	The park and wildlife refuge comprises more than 800 acres of mountains, lakes, and forests.


	In order to pass the foreign language proficiency exam, you must be both a fluent speaker and able to read it as well.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	Pablo presented his experiment at the science fair last week.


	The movie, with its complex plot and stirring themes, was critically acclaimed.


	Neither the director nor the lead actor is at rehearsal today.


	The park and wildlife refuge comprise more than 800 acres of mountains, lakes, and forests.


	In order to pass the foreign language proficiency exam, you must be both a fluent speaker and reader.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Mia’s Attic


I thought the tour of my friend’s new house was finished as we came to a halt outside her bedroom on the third floor. However, Mia had something else in mind. “Do you want to go up to the attic?” she asked me, her eyes sparkling with mischief. “When my mom 2inherited the house from my grandmother last year, she told me that no one had gone up there for forty years!” In past situations, either Mia’s mom or older brother 3were available to help me convince Mia that her latest plan was inadvisable. Unfortunately, they were both at work and unavailable to assist me in pleading my case.




	



	NO CHANGE


	inherits


	had inherited


	would have inherited







	



	NO CHANGE


	was


	would be


	will have been










I wasn’t thrilled about the idea of exploring the dark, musty space overhead. In the past, I’d hesitated whenever Mia suggested risky or dangerous activities, but this time I just nodded, trying to appear nonchalant. Mia yanked on the cord dangling from the wooden door; a staircase unfolded, the bottom step landing directly in front of my feet. I looked up, acknowledging that seemingly endless darkness, quite possibly replete with eight-legged monsters, often 4teem with a myriad of unexpected unpleasantries.




	



	NO CHANGE


	will have teemed


	teems


	to teem










Hoping Mia wouldn’t notice, I took a deep breath and 5grip the ladder. As I placed my foot on the bottom rung, I wondered how my best friend had failed to take my considerable fear of spiders into account. I like arachnids about as much as I enjoy watching gory movies, enduring frightening pranks, and 6dental appointments. “The sooner you get this over with, the better,” I whispered to myself, trying to exude as much courage as possible.




	



	NO CHANGE


	grips


	would grip


	gripped







	



	NO CHANGE


	going to the dentist.


	trips to the dentist.


	dental appointments for a root canal.













 


Agreement: Pronouns




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify and correct pronoun agreement issues








To answer a question like this:


Despite anti-suffragist objections, the suffrage movement finally achieved 1its’ ultimate goal, but only after offering its participants a political education and a sense of taking an active role in the nation’s history, which in turn helped to convince the rest of the country of the worth of the woman’s vote.




	



	NO CHANGE


	their


	they’re


	its










You need to know this:


Pronoun Forms


A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. Pronouns can take three different forms, each of which is used based on the grammatical role it plays in the sentence.


















	Form

	Pronouns

	Example










	
Subjective: The pronoun is used as the subject

	I, you, she, he, it, we, they, who

	Rivka is the student who will lead the presentation.






	
Objective: The pronoun is used as the object of a verb or a preposition

	me, you, her, him, it, us, them, whom

	With whom will Rivka present the scientific findings?






	
Possessive: The pronoun expresses ownership

	my, mine, your, yours, his, her, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs, whose

	Rivka will likely choose a partner whose work is excellent.









Note that a pronoun in subjective form can, logically, be the subject in a complete sentence. Pronouns that are in objective form cannot function as the subject.


When there are two pronouns or a noun and a pronoun in a compound structure, drop the other noun or pronoun to tell which form to use. For example: Leo and me walked into town. If you were talking about yourself only, you would say, “I walked into town,” not “Me walked into town.” Therefore, the correct form is subjective, and the original sentence should read: Leo and I walked into town.


Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement


A pronoun’s antecedent is the noun it logically represents in a sentence. If the noun is singular, the pronoun must be singular; if the noun is plural, the pronoun must be plural.


















	Antecedent

	Incorrect

	Correct










	selection

	The selection of books was placed in their designated location.

	The selection of books was placed in its designated location.






	girls

	The girls fed the giraffes all of the lettuce she had purchased.

	The girls fed the giraffes all of the lettuce they had purchased.






	sapling

	The sapling, along with dozens of flowers, was relocated to where they would thrive.

	The sapling, along with dozens of flowers, was relocated to where it would thrive.









You need to do this:


If the underlined portion includes a pronoun, find the logical antecedent. Check that the pronoun:




	Uses the correct form



	If the pronoun is the subject of the sentence, use a subjective pronoun such as I, you, she, he, it, we, they, or who.


	If the pronoun is an object within the sentence, use an objective pronoun such as me, you, her, him, it, us, they, or whom.


	If the pronoun indicates possession, use a possessive pronoun such as my, mine, your, yours, his, her, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs, or whose.







	Agrees with its antecedent



	A singular antecedent requires a singular pronoun; a plural antecedent requires a plural pronoun.










Explanation:


Eliminate A immediately because the word its’ is not correct in any context. The pronoun’s antecedent, the noun to which the pronoun is referring, is “the suffrage movement,” which is singular. Choice (D) correctly uses the singular possessive pronoun its. Choice B incorrectly uses a plural possessive pronoun, and C means they are, which does not make sense in context.


Drills


If pronouns give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Edit each sentence to correct the pronoun issue.




	The scientist, about who I had read, was more charismatic in person than I had expected.


	Between you and I, you are the better singer.


	A jaguar, with its keen senses and sharp teeth and claws, is known for their ability to dominate prey.


	The jar of olives is not in their regular location on the shelf.


	One cannot help but be amazed by the scientific advances in the past century, especially if you study the history of science.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	The scientist, about whom I had read, was more charismatic in person than I had expected.


	Between you and me, you are the better singer.


	A jaguar, with its keen senses and sharp teeth and claws, is known for its ability to dominate prey.


	The jar of olives is not in its regular location on the shelf.


	One cannot help but be amazed by the scientific advances in the past century, especially if one studies the history of science.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Galloping Gertie


For four months in the fall of 1940, citizens of the Puget Sound area of Washington used one of the most illustrious, and most dangerous, suspension bridges ever built; 2it had the opportunity to travel across the Tacoma Narrows Bridge, or “Galloping Gertie,” which enjoyed a relatively short life compared to similar structures in the United States. “Gertie” taught important lessons on what to do—and what not to do—when building a suspension bridge.




	



	NO CHANGE


	their


	them


	they










State officials in Washington were the ones 3whom identified a need for a bridge across Puget Sound. The closest point was the Tacoma Narrows, a windy 2,800-foot gap. Construction began in November of 1938, and the bridge was officially opened on July 1, 1940. Although they knew about form and structure, the bridge’s engineers failed to take into account aerodynamic components, particularly the wind, and 4it’s effect on the roadway. Because the roadbed was constructed with rigid plate girders, 5it could not absorb the winds of Puget Sound. Consequently, on any windy day, the roadway buckled and contorted, or “galloped”—hence, the nickname. The undulation became so severe that the bridge, as 6you would hope, was eventually closed to traffic.




	



	NO CHANGE


	who


	that


	that spoke up and







	



	NO CHANGE


	its


	its’


	their







	



	NO CHANGE


	they


	those


	these







	



	NO CHANGE


	we


	it


	one













 


Agreement: Modifiers




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify and correct modifier agreement issues


	Identify and correct inappropriate uses of apostrophes








To answer a question like this:


Much to their surprise, 1it was quickly apparent to anti-suffragists that women, in fact, did not vote together as a bloc. Women voted as individuals and in smaller proportions than men.




	



	NO CHANGE


	it was quick apparent to anti-suffragists


	anti-suffragists quick found


	anti-suffragists quickly found










You need to know this:


A modifier is a word or phrase that describes, clarifies, or provides additional information about another part of the sentence. Modifier questions require you to identify the part of a sentence being modified and use the appropriate modifier in the proper place.


In order to be grammatically correct, the modifier must be placed as close to the word it describes as possible. Use context clues in the passage to identify the correct placement of a modifier; a misplaced modifier can cause confusion and is always incorrect on test day.


Note that a common way the ACT tests modifiers is with modifying phrases at the beginning of a sentence. Just like any other modifier, the modifying phrase grammatically modifies whatever is right next to it in the sentence. For example, consider the sentence, “While walking to the bus stop, the rain drenched Bob.” The initial phrase, “While walking to the bus stop,” grammatically modifies “the rain,” creating a nonsense sentence; the rain can’t walk to the bus stop. The writer meant that Bob was walking to the bus stop, so the sentence should read, “While walking to the bus stop, Bob was drenched by the rain.”


















	Modifier/Modifying phrase

	Incorrect

	Correct










	nearly

	Andre nearly watched the play for four hours.

	Andre watched the play for nearly four hours.






	in individual containers

	The art teacher handed out paints to students in individual containers.

	The art teacher handed out paints in individual containers to students.






	A scholar athlete

	A scholar athlete, maintaining high grades in addition to playing soccer was expected of Maya.

	A scholar athlete, Maya was expected to maintain high grades in addition to playing soccer.









Adjectives and Adverbs


Use adjectives only to modify nouns and pronouns. Use adverbs to modify everything else.




	Adjectives are single-word modifiers that describe nouns and pronouns: Ian conducted an efficient lab experiment.



	Adverbs are single-word modifiers that describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs: Ian efficiently conducted a lab experiment.






Note that nouns can sometimes be used as adjectives. For example, in the phrase “the fashion company’s autumn line,” the word fashion functions as an adjective modifying company, and the word autumn functions as an adjective modifying line.


Comparative/Superlative


When comparing similar things, use adjectives that match the number of items being compared. When comparing two items or people, use the comparative form of the adjective. When comparing three or more items or people, use the superlative form.
















	Comparative (two items)

	Superlative (three or more items)










	better, more, newer, older, shorter, taller, worse, younger

	best, most, newest, oldest, shortest, tallest, worst, youngest









Possessive Nouns and Pronouns


Possessive nouns and pronouns indicate that something belongs to someone or something. In general, possessive nouns are written with an apostrophe, while possessive pronouns are not.


















	To spot errors in possessive noun or pronoun construction, look for . . .

	Incorrect

	Correct










	Two nouns in a row

	The professors lectures were both informative and entertaining.

	The professor’s lectures were both informative and entertaining.






	Pronouns with apostrophes

	The book is her’s.

	The book is hers.






	Words that sound alike

	The three friends decided to ride there bicycles to the park over they’re where their going to enjoy a picnic lunch.

	The three friends decided to ride their bicycles to the park over there where they’re going to enjoy a picnic lunch.









Apostrophes
















	Use an apostrophe to . . .

	Example










	Indicate the possessive form of a single noun

	My oldest sister’s soccer game is on Saturday.






	Indicate the possessive form of a plural noun

	My two older sisters’ soccer games are on Saturday.






	Indicate a contraction (e.g., don’t, can’t)

	They’ve won every soccer match this season.









Note that plural nouns are formed without an apostrophe.
















	Incorrect

	Correct










	
Sting ray’s are cartilaginous fish related to shark’s.

	
Sting rays are cartilaginous fish related to sharks.






	There are many carnival’s in this area every summer.

	There are many carnivals in this area every summer.









To check whether it’s is appropriate, replace it in the sentence with it is or it has. If the sentence no longer makes sense, it’s is incorrect. The following sentence are correct:


The tree frog blends perfectly into its surroundings. When it holds still, it’s nearly invisible.


Note that its’ and its’s are never correct.


You need to do this:


If the underlined portion includes a modifier, determine whether the modifier:




	Is placed correctly



	Is it as near as possible to the word it logically modifies?


	If it is not in the correct place, where should it be moved?







	Agrees with the word or words it is describing



	Does the sentence require an adjective or an adverb?


	Does the noun or pronoun show proper possession?










If the underlined portion includes an apostrophe, make sure it correctly indicates either possession or a contraction. If an apostrophe is missing, select the answer choice that places it in the correct location.


Explanation:


“Much to their surprise” is an introductory modifying phrase, so the noun that the phrase is modifying must come immediately after the comma. Eliminate A and B because “much to their surprise” is not modifying “it.” Choice C introduces a new error by changing the adverb quickly to quick, which cannot be used to modify the verb found. Choice (D) places the correct phrase after the comma and does not introduce any new errors.


Drills


If modifiers give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Edit each sentence to correct the modifier or apostrophe issue.




	A more safely approach is to test the temperature of the water before entering.


	Jonas had to run to the store real quick before it closed.


	The new student is the better speller in the class.


	It took the chameleon a few weeks to acclimate to its’ new habitat.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	A safer approach is to test the temperature of the water before entering.


	Jonas had to run to the store really quickly before it closed.


	The new student is the best speller in the class.


	It took the chameleon a few weeks to acclimate to its new habitat.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Basketry


Basketry may be the world’s oldest handicraft. The 2earlier examples of basketry are 10,000 years old. These ancient fragments, which have been preserved 3good by the dry environment of Danger Cave, Utah, show that early Native Americans mastered the art of weaving semi-rigid materials into useful objects. Notably, the 4remains of baskets like the ones discovered in Utah have been found on nearly every continent.




	



	NO CHANGE


	more earlier


	most earliest


	earliest







	



	NO CHANGE


	very good


	quite well and thoroughly


	well







	



	NO CHANGE


	remains’ of baskets


	remain’s of baskets


	remains of baskets’










Materials, rather than technique or decoration, are oftentimes most useful in identifying a basket’s origin. Willow, just pliant enough to be either woven or plaited, is the favored basket-making material of northern Europe. Opting for rigid materials, 5bamboo and rattan have been used by basket makers to create sturdy baskets in other regions. Africa has yielded many basket-making materials, including palm leaves, tree roots, and grasses.




	



	NO CHANGE


	bamboo and rattan are used to create sturdy baskets by basket makers


	basket makers use bamboo and rattan to create sturdy baskets


	sturdy baskets are made by basket makers out of bamboo and rattan










Not surprisingly, a basket’s provenance truly depends on 6it’s composite materials.




	



	NO CHANGE


	its


	their


	they’re













 


Agreement: Idioms




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify and correct expressions that deviate from idiomatic English








To answer a question like this:


Early 20th-century women did not necessarily vote as a united caucus, but they did feel a new sense of empowerment. They were, by law, participants in a democracy that 1couldn’t hardly ignore them.




	



	NO CHANGE


	would not hardly


	wouldn’t hardly


	could hardly










You need to know this:


An idiom is a combination of words that must be used together to convey either a figurative or literal meaning. Idioms are tested in three ways:




	Proper preposition use in context: The preposition must reflect the writer’s intended meaning.



	She waits on customers.


	She waits for the bus.


	She waits with her friends.







	Idiomatic expressions: Some words or phrases must be used together to be correct.



	Simone will either bike or run to the park.


	Neither the principal nor the teachers will tolerate tardiness.


	This fall, Shari is playing not only soccer but also field hockey.







	Implicit double negatives: Some words imply a negative and therefore cannot be paired with an explicit negative. The words barely, hardly, and scarcely fall into this category.



	Incorrect: Janie can’t hardly wait for vacation.



	Correct: Janie can hardly wait for vacation.



























	Frequently tested prepositions

	Idiomatic expressions

	Words that can’t pair with negative words










	at
by
for
from
of
on
to
with

	as . . . as
between . . . and
both . . . and
either . . . or
neither . . . nor
just as . . . so too
not only . . . but also
prefer . . . to

	barely
hardly
scarcely









You need to do this:




	If the underlined portion includes a preposition, a conjunction, or barely/hardly/scarcely, look for a common idiom error.


	If the underlined segment includes a commonly misused word, check the context to determine whether it is used properly.





Explanation:


Since hardly is implicitly negative, it cannot be paired with not; (D) is correct. Choices A and C include the words couldn’t and wouldn’t, respectively, which mean could not and would not. Choice B explicitly pairs the word not with hardly, so it is incorrect.


Drills


If idioms give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Edit each sentence to correct the idiomatic issue.




	Straining to hear the bird perched in the tree, Jessa stood completely still, waiting with the sound to reach her.


	The engineer examined the malfunctioning machine closely for evidence to missing components or worn elements.


	The protestors’ bold slogans not only angered the opposition, but elicited loud reactions from bystanders.


	Given the cold climate, farmers quickly found that they could grow neither dates or figs.


	The writing was nearly barely legible after the rain soaked through Tia’s backpack and saturated her notebook.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	Straining to hear the bird perched in the tree, Jessa stood completely still, waiting for the sound to reach her.


	The engineer examined the malfunctioning machine closely for evidence of missing components or worn elements.


	The protestors’ bold slogans not only angered the opposition, but also elicited loud reactions from bystanders.


	Given the cold climate, farmers quickly found that they could grow neither dates nor figs.


	The writing was barely legible after the rain soaked through Tia’s backpack and saturated her notebook.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Alfred Nobel


Given that few people have had the opportunity to read their own obituaries, scientist Alfred Nobel 2couldn’t scarcely believe that, in 1888, his obituary was in the daily newspaper. Alfred surmised that the newspaper editor had been either grossly 3misinformed, and confused by a misidentification. In actuality, Alfred’s brother Ludvig had died, and Ludvig was mistaken for Alfred. While Alfred was primarily known as an inventor and one of the richest people 4in the world at the time, the paper unapologetically gave him the moniker “Merchant of Death” because of the innumerable lives that his most notable invention, dynamite, had taken.




	



	NO CHANGE


	could scarcely


	could not scarcely


	not scarcely







	



	NO CHANGE


	misinformed and


	misinformed, or


	misinformed or







	



	NO CHANGE


	in the world for the time being


	on the world for the time being


	on the world at the time










Unable to accept that dynamite—which was widely 5used by warfare—would be his enduring legacy, Alfred crafted provisions in his will to create the Nobel Foundation upon his death. Nobel’s foundation has not only acknowledged outstanding achievements in chemistry, economics, literature, medicine, peace, and physics, 6but raised awareness regarding crucial global issues.




	



	NO CHANGE


	used with


	used in


	used to







	



	NO CHANGE


	it


	but it


	but also













 


How Much Have You Learned?


Directions: For test-like practice, give yourself 7 minutes to complete this question set. Note that this is not a test-like mix of questions; rather, these 12 questions cover the sentence structure, punctuation, and agreement issues covered in this chapter.


Be sure to study the explanations, even for questions you got correct. They can be found at the end of this chapter.


The History of Marbles


It is impossible to pinpoint the exact date when the first marble was constructed, most likely out of 1clay, it is a reasonable assumption to regard the concept of marbles as nearly as old as humankind. Marbles as we know them today, however, first originated in the middle of the 19th century when they were produced in mass quantities in Europe. Originating from their appearance, material, or use, 2an important identifying factor is often indicated by marbles’ names.




	



	NO CHANGE


	clay, nevertheless, it


	clay, but it


	clay; but it







	



	NO CHANGE


	an important identifying factor is often indicated by the names of marbles.


	marble’s names often indicate an important identifying factor.


	marbles’ names often indicate an important identifying factor.










3“Alleys,” for example were named for their composite material; the name indicates that they are made from alabaster. At least, that was the case for alleys produced at the turn of the last century. Nowadays, it’s far more common for marbles to 4consist: of glass, baked clay, steel, onyx, plastic, or agate.




	



	NO CHANGE


	“Alleys” for example, were


	“Alleys,” for example: were


	“Alleys,” for example, were







	



	NO CHANGE


	consist of


	consist—of


	consist, of










5Regardless of the material with which they are made, marbles can be manipulated in a variety of ways. “Knuckling” is a 6technique in which the knuckles of the hand are balanced against the ground while a marble placed against the forefinger is shot outward by the thumb. Marbles may be thrown, rolled, and 7players can even kick marbles.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Regardless to


	Regardlessly of


	Regardlessly to







	



	NO CHANGE


	technique, in which,


	technique in, which


	technique in which;







	



	NO CHANGE


	players can choose to kick marbles.


	kicked or punted.


	kicked.










Not surprisingly, there 8is near as many varieties of marble games as there are ways to manipulate marbles. The most common American version involves winning opponents’ marbles by knocking them out of a designated area with one’s own marbles. Another popular game is 9taw—also known as ringtaw, or ringer, the object of which is to shoot marbles arranged like a cross out of a large ring. Players in a pot game such as moshie try to knock one another’s marbles into a hole. In nineholes, or bridgeboard, players shoot 10our marbles through numbered arches on the board.




	



	NO CHANGE


	is nearly


	are near


	are nearly







	



	NO CHANGE


	taw—also known as ringtaw—or ringer the object


	taw—also known as ringtaw or ringer—the object


	taw, also known as ringtaw, or ringer, the object







	



	NO CHANGE


	your


	their


	its










The popularity of marbles crosses cultural boundaries. The first marble games took place in 11antiquity. Were played with nuts, fruit pits, or pebbles. Even the great Augustus Caesar was known to have played marble games as a child. During Passover, Jewish children have customarily used filberts as marbles. Several traditional Chinese games are also played with marbles. Indeed, while many people consider the game of marbles to be simple, 12they actually have a complex history.




	



	NO CHANGE


	antiquity and were


	antiquity, and were


	antiquity; were







	



	NO CHANGE


	they actually has


	it actually have


	it actually has













 


Reflect


Directions: Take a few minutes to recall what you’ve learned and what you’ve been practicing in this chapter. Consider the following questions, jot down your best answer for each one on a piece of paper, and then compare your reflections to the expert responses on the following page. Use your level of confidence to determine what to do next.




	Name at least three ways to correct a run-on sentence.


	How does the ACT test subject-verb agreement and parallelism?


	What are the three different pronoun forms? When do you use each one?


	What is the difference between an adjective and an adverb?


	What are the three ways that apostrophes are tested on the ACT?





Responses




	Name at least three ways to correct a run-on sentence.

There are a number of ways to fix a run-on sentence on the ACT. The six ways that you are likely to see are: 1) use a period to create two separate sentences, 2) use a semicolon between the two independent clauses, 3) use a colon between the two independent clauses, 4) make one clause dependent, 5) add a FANBOYS conjunction after the comma, or 6) use a dash between the two independent clauses.




	How does the ACT test subject-verb agreement and parallelism?

A subject and a verb must always agree in person (first, second, or third) and number (singular or plural). You will need to be able to spot subject-verb mismatches and correct them. Parallelism requires that all items in a list, a compound, or a comparison be in parallel form. The ACT may test lists or comparisons in which one item is in the incorrect form.




	What are the three different pronoun forms? When do you use each one?

The three forms are subjective (when the pronoun is the subject), objective (when the pronoun is the object of a verb or preposition), and possessive (when the pronoun expresses ownership).




	What is the difference between an adjective and an adverb?

An adjective is a single word that modifies a noun or a pronoun, while an adverb is a single word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb.




	What are the three ways that apostrophes are tested on the ACT?

Apostrophes on the ACT are used to: 1) indicate the possessive form of a singular noun (’s), 2) indicate the possessive form of a plural noun (s’), or 3) indicate a contraction (don’t = do not).







Next Steps 


If you answered most questions correctly in the “How Much Have You Learned?” section, and if your responses to the Reflect questions were similar to those of an expert, then consider sentence structure, punctuation, and agreement areas of strength and move on to the next chapter. Come back to these topics periodically to prevent yourself from getting rusty.


If you don’t yet feel confident, review those parts of this chapter that you have not yet mastered. In particular, review punctuation usage in the Sentence Structure: The Basics and Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons lessons, as well as how to select the appropriate pronoun or modifier in the Agreement: Pronouns and Agreement: Modifiers lessons. Then, try the questions you missed again. As always, be sure to review the explanations closely. Then go online (kaptest.com/login) to watch video lessons about the highest-yield concepts in this chapter and to use your Qbank for more practice. If you haven’t already registered your book, do so at kaptest.com/moreonline.




GO ONLINE


kaptest.com/login








 


Answers and Explanations


Sentence Structure: The Basics




	Review the Explanation portion of the Sentence Structure: The Basics lesson.


	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “For what seemed like eons” is a dependent clause that must be set off from the rest of the sentence with a comma, so (G) is correct. Choices F, H, and J all create sentence fragments, since the first part of the sentence cannot stand on its own.




	
A

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: If a sentence includes two independent clauses, they must be properly combined. The independent clauses can be separated by a coordinating conjunction and a comma, as they currently are in the passage; separated by a semicolon, as in B; separated into two sentences, as in C; or edited so that the first part of the sentence is a dependent clause, as in D. By omitting punctuation altogether, (A) creates a run-on sentence.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Choice F is incorrect because placing a period after nearby creates a sentence fragment. Changing the period to a comma creates a grammatically correct sentence with an introductory phrase followed by an independent clause. Choice (G) is correct. Choices H and J incorrectly use the coordinating conjunction and, which makes the resulting sentence an incomplete thought.




	
C

Difficulty: High


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The sentence includes two independent clauses that must be properly combined. Choice A is incorrect because it includes no punctuation whatsoever. Choice (C) correctly uses a dash to join the two clauses. Choices B and D are incorrect because both a comma and a coordinating conjunction are required to join two independent clauses. Choice B omits the conjunction, while D omits the comma.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion contains parts of two independent clauses that must be properly combined. Choice F includes no punctuation at all, and choice G incorrectly uses a comma without a coordinating conjunction. Both choices create a run-on sentence. Finally, eliminate H because offering makes the part that follows the semicolon a dependent clause. A semicolon cannot be used to separate an independent clause and a dependent clause. Choice (J) is correct because the comma properly joins the independent clause at the beginning of the sentence with the dependent clause after the comma.







Sentence Structure: Parenthetical Elements




	Review the Explanation portion of the Sentence Structure: Parenthetical Elements lesson.


	
G

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The first part of the sentence is an introductory phrase and must be set off from the sentence with a comma. Eliminate choices F and J because they use incorrect punctuation, and eliminate H because it removes punctuation altogether. Choice (G) is correct.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The underlined segment sets off the nonessential phrase “the defeated Gorgon” with one comma and one dash. Either two commas or two dashes must be used to set off this phrase; using one of each is not correct. Eliminate A. Choices B and C do not provide punctuation on both sides of the nonessential phrase, so they can be eliminated as well. Choice (D) is correct.




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: As written, the sentence includes an unnecessary comma before the word and. Choice (J) correctly eliminates this unneeded punctuation mark. The phrase “a gaze that turned onlookers into stone” is not an independent clause. Since semicolons are used to join two independent clauses, choice G is incorrect. Finally, choice H is incorrect because it both includes the unnecessary comma and omits the necessary word and.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: “One of the three Gorgon sisters” is an introductory modifying phrase that must be followed by a comma; (B) is correct. Choice A omits the comma, and C and D add unnecessary words that do not fix the original error.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “once lovely hair” is essential to the meaning of the sentence, so it should not be separated from the surrounding text with commas or dashes, as in choices F and J. Choice (G) is correct because no punctuation is needed. Choice H incorrectly inserts a comma into the phrase “once lovely hair.” Since this phrase is one logical unit, it should not be broken up by a punctuation mark.







Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons




	Review the Explanation portion of the Sentence Structure: Commas, Dashes, and Colons lesson.


	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: When a comma is underlined, check to make sure it is necessary. The phrase “tedious and unimaginative” is one logical unit and should not be broken up by any sort of punctuation; (J) is correct.




	
B

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: However is a transition word that needs to be separated from the rest of the sentence with a comma; (B) is correct.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The sentence includes two independent clauses properly joined with a comma and a FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) conjunction, so no change is needed. Choice (F) is correct. Choice G incorrectly uses a semicolon to separate two independent clauses with a FANBOYS conjunction between them. Choices H and J are incorrect because the ideas in the two independent clauses contrast with each other. The transition word so indicates cause-and-effect, not contrast.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 4 in A Major” is a parenthetical phrase that must be set off by either two commas or two dashes. Since a dash is used at the end of the phrase, (C) is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: When a comma is underlined, check to make sure it is necessary. The phrase “lyrical church bells” is one logical unit and should not be broken up by any sort of punctuation; (G) is correct.







Agreement: Verbs




	Review the Explanation portion of the Agreement: Verbs lesson.


	
F

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When a verb is underlined, look for context clues that indicate which tense is needed. The sentence includes the phrase last year, so the simple past tense is appropriate; (F) is correct. Choice H is incorrect because it is in the past perfect form. This tense is used to indicate that one action happened before another action in the past. However, in this paragraph, the two verbs inherited and told occur at the same time. Finally, choice J contains the auxiliary verb would. This form is appropriate to use only when the sentence contains another clause starting with if.




	
B

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The idiomatic expressions either . . . or and neither . . . nor create singular subjects, and the phrase past situations indicates that past tense is required. Choice (B) is correct because it is the only option that uses the singular past-tense verb was.




	
H

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When a verb is underlined, identify its subject. The subject is darkness, which is singular. The singular present tense verb teems is needed; (H) is correct. Choice F is present tense but plural. Choices G and J are incorrect because the future perfect tense and the infinitive form of the verb teem do not make sense in context.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Since the verb grip is part of the compound verb phrase “took a deep breath and grip the ladder,” the verbs took and grip must match. As written, took is past tense and grip is present tense; eliminate A. Choice (D) corrects the error by changing grip to gripped.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: All items in a list must be parallel in structure. The first two items are verb phrases, so the last item must also be a verb phrase; (G) is correct. Choices F, H, and J are all noun phrases, not verb phrases.







Agreement: Pronouns




	Review the Explanation portion of the Agreement: Pronouns lesson.


	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When a pronoun is underlined, identify its antecedent, the noun to which it refers. The antecedent is citizens, so the subjective plural pronoun they is needed; (J) is correct. Choice F is incorrect because it is singular. Choices G and H are plural, but their is possessive and them is objective.




	
B

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When deciding between who and whom, see if there is a preposition in front of the word in question. If there is, then you need the objective case whom. In this sentence, there is no preposition, so the subjective case who is required; (B) is correct. The word that will not be used to refer to people on the ACT, so C and D are incorrect.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The antecedent, the noun to which the pronoun refers, is components, so a plural pronoun is required; (J) is correct. Choice F means it is and H is not grammatically correct in any context. While G is a correctly written possessive pronoun, it is singular, not plural.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The underlined pronoun refers to the roadbed, which is singular, so the singular pronoun it is correct as written.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Throughout the passage, the writer does not address the reader directly, so F and G are incorrect. Choice H does not make sense in context. Choice (J) correctly uses the more formal indefinite pronoun one, which is grammatically correct and matches the writer’s tone.







Agreement: Modifiers




	Review the Explanation portion of the Agreement: Modifiers lesson.


	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The underlined segment includes the comparative adjective earlier. The comparative form is used only when discussing exactly two items or people. This sentence is about all examples of basketry, so F is incorrect. Choices G and H are incorrect because the phrases more early and most early are not as concise as earliest. Choice (J) correctly uses the superlative adjective earliest.




	
D

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The verb phrase “have been preserved” must be modified by an adverb; eliminate A and B, which contain adjectives. Choice C is unnecessarily wordy. Choice (D) is both correct and concise.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: If the sentence had used the phrase “baskets’ remains,” an apostrophe would be needed. However, the preposition of makes punctuation unnecessary; G, H, and J are incorrect. Choice (F) correctly omits all apostrophes.




	
C

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: “Opting for rigid materials” is an introductory modifying phrase, so the noun that the phrase is modifying must come immediately after the comma. Choice (C) correctly places basket makers after the comma. Choices A, B, and D do not feature the correct noun after the comma.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The sentence requires the possessive form of the word it, which is written without an apostrophe; (G) is correct. The word it’s means it is, so F is incorrect. Choice H is incorrect because the antecedent (the word basket) is singular, while the pronoun their is plural. Finally, J is incorrect because they’re, which means “they are,” does not fit in the context of the sentence.







Agreement: Idioms




	Review the Explanation portion of the Agreement: Idioms lesson.


	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Since scarcely is implicitly negative, it cannot be paired with not; (G) is correct. Choice F includes couldn’t, which means could not. Choices H and J also pair the word not with scarcely, so they are incorrect.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The word either must be paired with or, not and; eliminate A and B. The phrase “confused by a misidentification” is not an independent clause, so a comma is not needed before or; (D) is correct.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When prepositions such as in and at are underlined, make sure they are idiomatically correct. The phrase “in the world” is correct because Alfred was a part of the world population rather than an object placed upon the Earth’s surface. In addition, “at the time” is correct because the context indicates that Alfred was one of the richest people in the world during that time period. Choice (F) is correct. The phrase “for the time being” doesn’t make sense because the passage is describing past events, so G and H are incorrect. While J correctly includes “at the time,” it incorrectly uses the preposition on instead of in.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When a preposition is underlined, make sure that it is idiomatically correct. Warfare is an abstract concept and cannot use dynamite, so eliminate A. People use dynamite in war, so (C) is correct. Choice B is incorrect because dynamite is used as part of war, not alongside it. Choice D is incorrect because used to must be followed by a verb, which does not happen in this sentence.




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: When a sentence includes the words not only, it must include but also as well. Only (J) includes also, so it is correct.







How Much Have You Learned?




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: As written, the sentence is a run-on, so A is incorrect. Choices B, (C), and D all attempt to fix the run-on error. Choice B is incorrect because the word nevertheless is not a coordinating conjunction and cannot join two sentences unless a semicolon is used as well. Choice D suffers from the opposite problem; it uses a coordinating conjunction with a semicolon instead of a comma. Only (C) corrects the run-on and does not introduce new errors.




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: “Originating from their appearance, material, or use,” is an introductory modifying phrase, so the item(s) that the phrase is modifying must immediately follow the comma after use. Eliminate F and G because the phrase is describing marbles’ names, not “an important identifying factor.” Choice H is incorrect because it uses the singular possessive marble’s, which does not match the plural noun names. Choice (J) correctly places marbles’ names after the modifying phrase and does not introduce new errors.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Parenthetical information includes words or phrases that aren’t essential to the sentence structure or content and must be set off with commas. Choices A and B are incorrect because they do not include commas on both sides of the parenthetical phrase for example. Choice C misuses the colon, which is used to introduce a short phrase, quotation, explanation, example, or list. Choice (D) correctly sets off the nonessential phrase for example with two commas.




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Since the verb consist and the preposition of form one logical unit, they should not be separated by punctuation of any sort; (G) is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The underlined segment contains an idiom, or a phrase that must have a certain combination of words in order to be correct. The phrase Regardless of is idiomatically correct, so (A) is correct. Choice B uses the incorrect preposition to. Choices C and D use the word regardlessly, which is not correct in any context.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Determine whether any of the tested comma rules apply to the underlined segment. Two commas are used to set off a nonessential phrase, so read the sentence without in which to see if the sentence still makes sense. Choice G is incorrect because the phrase in which is essential and thus should not be set off with commas. Choice H mistakenly places a comma between the preposition in and its object which. Finally, choice J is incorrect because the semicolon here is not joining two independent clauses. Choice (F) is correct.




	
D

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The sentence includes items in a list that are not in parallel form, so A is incorrect. Eliminate B because it does not address the error. Choice (D) fixes the issue by using the past-tense kicked, which matches the other past-tense verbs in the list. Choice C includes the correct verb form but is unnecessarily wordy.




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion has two issues. The verb is does not agree with its subject varieties, and the adverb nearly, not the adjective near, is needed. Choice (J) fixes both mistakes. None of the other options corrects both errors.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: Although a parenthetical phrase may appear in the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence, punctuation will always separate it from the rest of the sentence. Because the sentence makes logical sense without the phrase “also known as ringtaw, or ringer,” two commas or two dashes are needed to set it off from the rest of the sentence. Eliminate A because using one dash and one comma is not acceptable. Eliminate B because the second dash is incorrectly placed in the middle of the parenthetical phase. Choice D uses two commas correctly but includes an unnecessary comma after ringtaw. Choice (C) is correct, since it uses two dashes to offset the parenthetical phrase and excludes unnecessary punctuation.




	
H

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Pronouns must agree with their antecedents in both person and number. The antecedent here is players, so a third-person plural pronoun is needed; (H) is correct. Choice F is incorrect because our is first-person. Choice G uses a second-person pronoun, and J uses a singular pronoun.




	
B

Difficulty: Low


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The sentence that appears after the underlined period is a fragment, so A is incorrect. Choice (B) fixes the fragment by using the conjunction and to join the verb phrase after the period with the independent clause before the period. Choices C and D are incorrect because a semicolon or a comma and a coordinating conjunction are used to join two independent clauses, not an independent clause and a verb phrase.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion includes a pronoun and a verb. The phrase is referring to the game, so a singular pronoun and a singular verb are needed; (J) is correct. None of the other choices includes singular forms of both the pronoun and the verb.









CHAPTER 4


Spotting and Fixing Issues: Conciseness, Organization, and Development




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After completing this chapter, you will be able to:




	Revise wordy writing


	Determine the appropriate transition word or phrase to establish logical relationships within and between sentences


	Determine the appropriate transition sentence to establish logical relationships between paragraphs


	Determine the most logical place for a sentence in a paragraph or passage


	Identify the word that accomplishes the appropriate purpose within a sentence


	Provide an introduction or conclusion to a paragraph or passage


	Revise a sentence to accomplish a specific purpose


	Determine the relevance of a sentence within a passage


	Determine whether a passage has met a goal and state why or why not










Conciseness: 4/36 SmartPoints® (Medium yield)


Organization: 4/36 SmartPoints® (Medium yield)


Development: 9/36 SmartPoints® (Very high yield)





A Note About the Passages in This Chapter


Due to the more global nature of Organization and Development questions and the fact that ACT English passages include at least one Organization question and at least two Development questions, you will see the same passages intentionally used multiple times throughout this chapter. Each lesson will present the portion of the passage needed to answer the question(s). On test day, the various question types will be spaced throughout the passage, so you should prepare to review the entire passage, not just the underlined segments or only one or two paragraphs.





 


How Much Do You Know?


Directions: Try out the questions below. The “Category” heading in the explanation for each question gives the title of the lesson that covers how to answer it. If you answered the question(s) for a given lesson correctly, you may be able to move quickly through that lesson. If you answered incorrectly, you may want to take your time on that lesson.


Eva Salazar: Master Weaver


The Kumeyaay are a Native American people who have 1developed in the area now known as San Diego, California, for 12,000 years. They have retained a rich cultural and social life despite a forced split in 1875, when many Kumeyaay were driven across the border into Mexico. Now resettled in small farming communities, such as San José de la Zorra, the families have preserved their traditional way of life.




	



	NO CHANGE


	blossomed


	thrived


	withered










It is in this remote valley that Eva Salazar learned the ancient art of basket weaving from her tribal elders. Traditionally, Kumeyaay women have the 2crucially necessary responsibility of making baskets, which are important artifacts of everyday life. Kumeyaay baskets are tightly woven with expressive designs. They are made mostly for utilitarian purposes: cooking, storing food products, and gathering ingredients. As traditional objects of art, they are also valued for their aesthetic beauty.




	



	NO CHANGE


	crucial


	necessary and crucial


	fundamentally crucial










3Following in her ancestor’s footsteps, Eva Salazar uses native materials to weave her intricate baskets, primarily the strong, sharp reed known as juncus, as well as yucca, sumac, and other native plants. She colors the reeds with black walnut, elderberry, and other natural dyes. Eva specializes in coiled baskets, and her shapes and decorations echo traditional forms.




	If the author were to delete the underlined portion, the sentence would primarily lose:



	a counterargument regarding the authenticity of modern crafts.


	a key detail that explains Eva Salazar’s relationship to the Kumeyaay.


	a claim that Eva Salazar will develop her own basket-weaving methods in the future.


	a suggestion that the Kumeyaay should place greater value on Eva Salazar’s work.










4Though she is best known for her baskets, Eva Salazar also makes dolls, willow bark skirts, nets, and shell necklaces. Her most ambitious work is a basket measuring almost three feet in diameter. The basket took her two years to weave and represents a masterpiece of Native American art.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Because


	Nonetheless


	On the other hand










Today, Eva is heralded as a master weaver. Now an American citizen living in San Diego, she remains focused on traditional tribal arts and teaches basket weaving at local reservations and colleges. 5Her baskets continue to represent the height of Kumeyaay basket-weaving artistry.




	Which choice most effectively concludes the passage?



	NO CHANGE


	She is famous for not letting the Kumeyaay traditions be lost.


	Her work has inspired countless artists to follow in her footsteps, ensuring that Kumeyaay basket weaving continues to thrive.


	She will be remembered for her unique adaptations of the Kumeyaay traditions.










Sweat Lodges


The 21st century has seen a marked increase in the popularity of natural medicines and therapies. Among the most common of these is the sweat lodge, a practice established by some groups of indigenous peoples of the Americas. 6Because of the benefits this practice offers, many cultures independently evolved similar traditions, including the Finnish sauna and the Turkish steam room. The basic purpose of these therapies is to raise the body’s core temperature to between 102 and 106 degrees Fahrenheit. At this temperature, bacterial and viral infections within the body cannot easily survive. The heat can also ease muscle tension and soreness, and the resulting perspiration flushes the system of toxins.




	Which choice provides the best transition from the start of the paragraph into the information that follows?



	NO CHANGE


	Nearly every culture has adopted this practice in some form,


	The benefits this practice offers have led many other cultures to adapt it in forms more suited to their own resources,


	The popularity of the practice is well-earned by the many health benefits it grants to participants,










[1] In other designs, an altar barrier is positioned between the fire and the entrance to prevent participants from accidentally falling into the fire pit when they emerge from the lodge. [2] A traditional sweat lodge may be built from willow, as its bark is considered medicinal and, indeed, contains the same analgesic as aspirin. [3] Other lodges are made using a few different materials, including blankets, animal skins, and canvas. [4] In some traditions, the entrance of the sweat lodge faces east, with a clear and unobstructed view of a sacred fire pit where the stones are heated before being brought inside the lodge. 7




	For the sake of the logic and coherence of this paragraph, Sentence 1 should be placed:



	where it is now.


	after Sentence 2.


	after Sentence 3.


	after Sentence 4.










The exact ceremonial process will vary, but prior to entering the lodge, 8participants usually change into simple, traditional clothing. In some versions of the ceremony, the Stone People spirits are called upon and the sweat leader sounds the Water Drum once all participants have entered the lodge. A sweat might include more than one session, each lasting 30 to 45 minutes and focused on one of four distinct themes: the spirit world, cleanliness and honesty, individual prayer, and growth and healing.




	Which of the following details best emphasizes the spiritual aspects of the sweat lodge tradition?



	NO CHANGE


	the sweat leader must complete years of intense training to be entrusted with the role.


	it is important to ensure that all participants are healthy, since otherwise the intense conditions of a sweat can be harmful.


	participants are often smudged with the smoke of burning sage, sweetgrass, or cedar to signify ritual cleanliness.










Traditional sweat lodge ceremonies, which often included songs, prayers, and chants, were believed to purify not only the body 9but also the mind as well. “Healing comes on a spiritual level,” wrote Dr. Lewis Mehl-Madrona in his book Coyote Medicine. “Ceremony and ritual provide the means of making ourselves available.”




	



	NO CHANGE


	but also the mind in addition.


	but also the mind.


	but also additionally the mind.












Question 10 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	Suppose the author’s main goal had been to write an essay describing a personal experience with a sweat lodge. Would this passage accomplish the purpose?



	Yes, because the passage tells about the process a person goes through in a sweat.


	Yes, because the passage explains how Dr. Lewis Mehl-Madrona feels about the ceremony.


	No, because only the last two paragraphs discuss what happens at a sweat lodge.


	No, because the passage describes general information about sweat lodge ceremonies, not one specific experience.













 


Check Your Work




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development: Precision


Getting to the Answer: This question tests word choice. The sentence says that the Kumeyaay have lived in southern California for millennia; moreover, the sentence that follows says they maintained “a rich cultural and social life,” so the correct answer must reflect that. Choices A and B both incorrectly suggest a process or change, and D is the opposite of the author’s meaning. Only (C) correctly expresses the intended meaning.




	
G

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: Crucially necessary is redundant. Choices F and H both include these words in different forms, so eliminate them. Choice J includes a word with a similar meaning in context, fundamentally, so it is also redundant. Only (G) eliminates the redundancy.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development: Revising Text


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion details the relationship between Eva Salazar and the Kumeyaay. Deleting this would take away a key detail explaining her ties to the native community whose traditions she carries on through her art. Choice (B) is correct. Since the underlined segment does not provide a counterargument, claim, or suggestion, A, C, and D are incorrect.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization: Transitions


Getting to the Answer: Transitions must accurately convey the relationship between ideas. The underlined transition correctly shows a contrast between what Eva is primarily known for and her other artistic creations. Choice (F) is correct. Choice G is not a contrast transition. The contrast transitions in H and J both make the first clause independent rather than dependent, turning the sentence into a run-on. Since they introduce a grammatical error, they are incorrect.




	
C

Difficulty: High


Category: Development: Introductions and Conclusions


Getting to the Answer: The final sentence must effectively conclude both the passage and the paragraph. The passage discusses Eva Salazar’s dedication to preserving Kumeyaay traditions. According to the final paragraph, she has done this through learning her craft and passing her knowledge on to other artists. Choice (C) conveys how she has kept basket-weaving traditions alive through her own work and through teaching others. You may hesitate to choose this answer because it is noticeably less concise than the other options, but sometimes a long sentence is needed to convey complex ideas. Always think carefully about what a question asks to make sure the answer fulfills it. Choices B and D are incorrect because both bring up ideas outside the scope of the passage; Salazar’s fame or unique adaptations of traditional art are never discussed. Choice A is factually correct but not a good conclusion because it does not emphasize the preservation of Kumeyaay artistic traditions.




	
F

Difficulty: High


Category: Organization: Transitions


Getting to the Answer: An effective transition must show the relationship between the ideas it connects. The beginning of this paragraph introduces the popularity of natural medicine, particularly sweat lodges. The information that follows briefly mentions similar practices elsewhere but primarily discusses the health benefits of such practices. Choice G does not connect sweat lodges to health benefits, so eliminate it. Choice H does connect the two, but it also brings up the topic of resources, which is not mentioned in the paragraph at all. Choice J may be tempting because it neatly connects the popularity of sweat lodges to their health benefits. However, when plugged into the sentence, it creates a modifier error in which the phrase “including the Finnish sauna and the Turkish steam room” describes participants instead of examples of similar practices. Only (F) connects sweat lodges with similar practices and with health benefits.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization: Sentence Placement


Getting to the Answer: Sentence 1 does not fit well where it is now, since it jumps right into the middle of an ongoing description with specific details that have not yet been discussed, like the fire and the entrance. The paragraph would be clearer and more logical if Sentence 1 were placed after those details have been introduced in Sentence 4. Thus, (D) is the correct answer.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development: Revising Text


Getting to the Answer: This question asks for a detail emphasizing the spiritual aspects of the sweat lodge. Choice H discusses purely practical concerns and can be quickly eliminated. Choices F and G do not make clear whether the preparations they describe have spiritual significance or not. Choice (J) is the only answer that explicitly states that an action is undertaken for ritual, symbolic reasons, so (J) is correct.




	
C

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: Including both also and as well makes this phrase redundant. Choices A, B, and D all include similarly redundant transition words, so (C) is correct.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development: Purpose


Getting to the Answer: To answer this type of question, first determine the primary purpose of the passage. This passage describes the physical and spiritual elements of Native American sweat lodge traditions. If the author’s goal were to focus on an individual’s experience, this passage would not be successful. Eliminate F and G. Choice H gives an incorrect reason why the passage does not fulfill the author’s goal. Only (J) correctly identifies that the passage does not succeed because it gives a general description rather than tells an individual’s story.










 


Conciseness




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Revise wordy writing








To answer a question like this:


Sweat Lodges


Traditional Native American sweat lodges focus on both physical and spiritual healing. 1Sometimes, a sweat might include more than one session, each lasting 30 to 45 minutes and focused on one of four distinct themes: the spirit world, cleanliness and honesty, individual prayer, and growth and healing.




	



	NO CHANGE


	More often,


	Occasionally,


	DELETE the underlined portion and capitalize the word A.










You need to know this:


Conciseness


A concise sentence does not include any unnecessary words. Phrasing that is wordy is considered stylistically incorrect on the ACT and needs to be revised. Each word must contribute to the meaning of the sentence; otherwise, it should be eliminated.


A redundant sentence says something twice: “The new policy precipitated a crisis situation.” A crisis is a type of situation, so there is no need to include both crisis and situation. The sentence should be rephrased as, “The new policy precipitated a crisis.” Redundancy is always incorrect on the ACT.
















	Wordy/Redundant sentence

	Concise sentence










	The superb musical score added enhancement to the experience of the play’s development.

	The superb musical score enhanced the play’s development.






	I did not anticipate the surprising, unexpected plot twist.

	I did not anticipate the plot twist.






	The students increased some of their knowledge of Tuscan architecture.

	The students learned about Tuscan architecture.









You need to do this:


Choose the most concise grammatically correct option that conveys the writer’s intended meaning. When answering questions about conciseness:




	Consider selecting the “DELETE the underlined portion” answer choice if there is one, according to the following guidelines:



	If the underlined portion is wordy or redundant, delete it.


	If the underlined portion does not enhance the intended meaning or clarity of the passage, delete it.


	Each of the four answer choices is equally likely, so give this option the same weight as the others.







	Identify the shortest answer choice (it will not always be the correct answer, but it is an efficient place to start).


	Identify words and phrases that have the same meaning, e.g., thoughtful and mindful or end result and final outcome. Find a choice that deletes one of the redundant expressions.





Explanation:


When “DELETE the underlined portion” is an option, check whether the underlined portion contributes to the meaning of the passage. Eliminate A because the word might already shows that multi-session sweats do not occur all the time. More often and occasionally introduce information about frequency that is not supported by the passage, so B and C are incorrect. Because none of the other answer choices add to the meaning of the sentence, (D) is the correct answer.


Drills


If conciseness gives you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Eliminate word(s) to make the sentences more concise without losing meaning.




	The school was founded and established in 1906.


	I felt a sense of nervous anxiety before the curtain rose.


	We were in agreement with each other that Naomi should be captain.


	After a job interview, make sure to send a note of gratitude expressing thanks to your interviewer.


	Not long after he graduated from Oxford, Oscar Wilde moved to London, a place in which he embarked on his literary career in earnest.





Drill answers from previous page:


Note: These are not the only ways to correct the sentences; your answers may differ.




	The school was founded and established in 1906.


	I felt a sense of nervous anxiety before the curtain rose.


	We were in agreement with each other agreed that Naomi should be captain.


	After a job interview, make sure to send a note of gratitude expressing thanks to thank your interviewer.


	Not long after he graduated from Oxford, Oscar Wilde moved to London, a place in which where he embarked on his literary career in earnest.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


International Model United Nations


For many years, the Hague has been the stage of The European International Model United Nations (TEIMUN), 2which is a model of the United Nations. TEIMUN started in 1987, when a group of American students on an exchange program in the Netherlands organized the first conference as a part of their focus on international relations. The organizers hoped to educate participants about the workings of an international organization in order to combat 3a growing sense of isolationism among European youth.




	



	NO CHANGE


	being a model of the United Nations.


	which is a model UN.


	DELETE the underlined portion and change comma after (TEIMUN) to a period.







	



	NO CHANGE


	the increasing and growing isolationism


	a growing feeling of isolationism and separation


	the increasing isolationism and sense of alienation










There were many hurdles to overcome, for students’ attitudes in Europe toward simulations of the United Nations were not favorable. Hence, drumming up interest was a struggle. The Americans also wanted to ensure that 4this new model UN would have a plan to help students from less-developed European countries with their participation. Through the American students’ hard work, TEIMUN prospered and attracted more participants. Over the years, the TEIMUN conference has become one of the biggest and most important model United Nations on the European continent, with participants from over 65 countries.




	



	NO CHANGE


	their new model United Nations had systems in place to help students from less-developed European countries participate.


	there were rules built in to the system with the purpose of helping students from less-developed countries in their participation.


	there were methods for helping students from less-developed countries to participate.













 


Organization: Transitions




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Determine the appropriate transition word or phrase to establish logical relationships within and between sentences


	Determine the appropriate transition sentence to establish logical relationships between paragraphs








To answer a question like this:


International Model United Nations


Students still direct and organize each yearly conference. They seek new ways to attract enthusiastic participants, 1since students from less-developed nations are still underrepresented. Countless alumni have gone on to pursue careers in international policy after first encountering the art of diplomacy during their years in TEIMUN.




	Which choice most effectively concludes this sentence and leads into the information that follows in the paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	and they strongly believe that TEIMUN is a powerful avenue for fostering an interest in diplomacy among Europe’s youth.


	even working to expand recruitment outside of Europe.


	and they closely follow the policies of individual countries as well as international relations in order to keep the conference up to date.










You need to know this:


Writers use transitions to show relationships such as contrast, cause and effect, continuation, emphasis, and chronology (order of events). Knowing which words indicate which type of transition will help you choose the correct answer on test day.






















	Contrast transitions

	Cause-and-effect transitions

	Continuation transitions

	Emphasis transitions

	Chronology transitions










	although, but, despite, even though, however, in contrast, nonetheless, on the other hand, rather than, though, unlike, while, yet

	as a result, because, consequently, since, so, therefore, thus

	also, furthermore, in addition, moreover

	certainly, in fact, indeed, that is

	before, after, first (second, etc.), then, finally









You need to do this:


If a transition word is underlined, you must determine the writer’s intended meaning and find the transition that best conveys this meaning. Use the surrounding text to pinpoint the appropriate word.


Explanation:


The underlined portion needs to connect the beginning of the paragraph, which discusses student organizers recruiting participants, with the last sentence, which discusses TEIMUN alumni inspired to pursue diplomatic careers. The only answer choice that does so effectively is (B).


Drills


If transitions give you trouble, study the information above and try out these drill questions before completing the Try on Your Own questions below. Turn the page and look at the bottom of the page to see the answers.


Choose the correct transition word for each sentence.




	(Due to/Despite) its impressive technical innovations, the small startup thrived.


	Cashew nuts are a popular snack worldwide; (however/moreover), they can be difficult to harvest because their shells contain a toxic resin.


	Izdehar is the most level-headed of my friends—(in fact/next), I think she’s more reliable than some adults I know.


	After days of hard work, we (finally/nonetheless) finished our science fair project.


	The actor won an award for best supporting role this year (consequently/in addition to) releasing her first pop music album.





Drill answers from previous page:




	
Due to its impressive technical innovations, the small startup thrived.


	Cashew nuts are a popular snack worldwide; however, they can be difficult to harvest because their shells contain a toxic resin.


	Izdehar is the most level-headed of my friends—in fact, I think she’s more reliable than some adults I know.


	After days of hard work, we finally finished our science fair project.


	The actor won an award for best supporting role this year in addition to releasing her first pop music album.





Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


The Victorian Way of Life


The Victorian Era stretched from the coronation of Queen Victoria in 1837 to her death in 1901. Over her 63-year reign, her influence on Britain was profound. Politics and international affairs aside, manners, morals, and even dress conformed to Victoria’s straightlaced concepts of what was and was not acceptable. 2Despite the upper classes, propriety and reputation had to be spotlessly maintained.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Especially for


	Regardless of


	Occasionally among










3 In the 1840s, women’s dresses were relatively simple, albeit with a number of stiff petticoats. Thirty years later, restricting corsets were worn to pull in the waist to the smallest width possible 4while still leaving the wearer room to breathe. Hats and gloves were expected for all occasions.




	Which of the following provides the most effective transition from the previous paragraph to this paragraph?



	Victoria believed modesty was particularly important for women.


	Lower classes were less constrained.


	Fashion styles were among the prescribed customs.


	The period’s fashion innovations remain famous to this day.







	



	NO CHANGE


	rather than


	therefore


	thus










Most upper-class women were educated only to the point of literacy, with household management and domestic arts such as needlework heavily emphasized. 5Because of this, some women were quite well schooled, depending on their fathers’ opinion about the propriety of educated females. Queen Victoria herself, unsurprisingly, fell on the more educated end of the spectrum; she spoke multiple languages and studied law and ethics as a teenager. 6However, her favorite subject was history.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Therefore,


	Indeed,


	On the other hand,







	Given that all the choices are true, which one provides the best transition to the next paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	This background both prepared her to be a world leader and influenced her royal policy.


	Her governess and varied tutors found her a bright but willful student.


	In fact, she was better educated than many of her prime ministers.










It is a mark of the length, importance, and impact of Queen Victoria’s reign that this period of British history is known as the Victorian Era. She left her indelible mark not only on society and culture but also on British influence throughout the world.





 


Organization: Sentence Placement




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Determine the most logical place for a sentence in a paragraph or passage








To answer a question like this:


Symbiotic Relationships


In the natural world, when two or more different organisms coexist, they are involved in a symbiotic relationship. Sometimes these relationships are beneficial to both organisms; other times, these relationships are beneficial to only one organism and either have no effect or are harmful to the other organism. When both organisms benefit, their relationship is known as mutualism.


[1] A classic symbiotic relationship of this kind takes place in the digestive tract of Florida wood-eating termites. [2] The protozoa provide the termite with a service necessary to its survival: they digest the cellulose in the wood that the termite consumes. [3] We think of a termite as being able to digest wood, but, in fact, it cannot. [4] The termite plays host to the protozoa, single-celled organisms that live in the termite’s gut. 1




	For the sake of the logic and coherence of this paragraph, Sentence 2 should be placed:



	where it is now.


	before sentence 1.


	after sentence 3.


	after sentence 4.










You need to know this:


Some Organization questions will ask you to check and potentially fix the placement of a sentence within a paragraph (or a paragraph within a passage, though this is rare). Others will ask you for the best place to insert a new sentence. Your approach in both cases should be the same.


You need to do this:


Look for specific clues that indicate the best organization. Common clues include:




	Chronology: If the information is presented in order by the time when it occurred, place the sentence within the correct time frame.


	Explanation of a term or phrase: If the passage features a term, such as nuclear fusion, the writer will explain what it is (in this case, the joining of two or more nuclei to form a heavier nucleus) before using the term in other contexts.


	Introduction of a person: If the passage introduces someone, such as Grace Hopper, the writer will first refer to the person by first and last name before referring to the person by either first name (Grace) or last name (Hopper) only.


	Examples: A general statement is often followed by support in the form of examples.


	Logic: Transition words such as “however,” “also,” “furthermore,” and “therefore” may signal the logic of the paragraph. For example, the word “therefore” indicates that a conclusion is being drawn from evidence that should logically come before it.





Explanation:


Sentence 2 discusses the function of the protozoa, but the protozoa haven’t yet been introduced in the paragraph. Sentence 2 must be moved to follow the sentence that introduces the protozoa, which is Sentence 4. Choice (D) is correct.


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Symbiotic Relationships


In the natural world, when two or more different organisms coexist, they are involved in a symbiotic relationship. Sometimes these relationships are beneficial to both organisms; other times, these relationships are beneficial to only one organism and either have no effect or are harmful to the other organism. [A] When both organisms benefit, their relationship is known as mutualism.


A classic symbiotic relationship of this kind takes place in the digestive tract of Florida wood-eating termites. We think of a termite as being able to digest wood, but, in fact, it cannot. The termite plays host to the protozoa, single-celled organisms that live in the termite’s gut. The protozoa provide the termite with a service necessary to its survival: they digest the cellulose in the wood that the termite consumes.


That is far from the whole story, however. The only movement that protozoa are capable of on their own is spinning; they cannot move around inside the termite’s intestine to reach the cellulose. This problem is solved by a third member of the partnership. [B] Each protozoan harbors a colony of thousands of bacteria attached to its surface. Whip-like tentacles on the bacteria (known as flagella) wave back and forth and propel each host protozoan forward. [C]


These bacteria may do more than just drive the protozoan around. Some bacteria can be found inside the protozoan and are thought to help with the digestion of tiny wood particles. [D] If this all sounds strange, consider the fact that humans have symbiotic relationships with bacteria of their own. 2




Question 2 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	The writer would like to add the following sentence:



This allows the protozoan to move around and to continue consuming cellulose within the termite.





The sentence would be most logically placed at:




	Point A in paragraph 1.


	Point B in paragraph 3.


	Point C in paragraph 3.


	Point D in paragraph 4.










Early 19th-Century Women in New England


In the early 19th century, the market economy expanded, and the home became a haven from the developing commercialism. [A] With men working in factories, women were responsible for housekeeping, providing religious education, and raising children.


[B] In addition to running their households, women also had opportunities for wage work. This included producing goods, such as palm-leaf hats and straw-braided items, for wider consumption. [C] Wage work provided women with the ability to live at home while earning money to supplement the family’s income. [D]


[1] Shoemaking was another source of income for women, but their work was socially and physically isolated from the shoe binding that took place in cobblers’ shops. [2] However, when increased demand for shoes required the use of sewing machines to speed up the pace of production, women organized a small-scale movement that trained young women to use sewing machines in their homes. [3] Despite this move, women who worked at home as shoe binders remained isolated and vulnerable to competition from the more lucrative and efficient factories. [4] Women were also denied craft status and admission into unions, which limited their influence. 3




	For the sake of logic, Sentence 4 should be placed:



	where it is now.


	before Sentence 1.


	before Sentence 2.


	before Sentence 3.










[F] Women who worked in factories were also prohibited from joining unions, allowing factories such as the Lowell Mills to exploit their labor. [G] However, female factory workers were offered a type of work outside of the home and away from their families, which provided them with a new level of independence. [H]


For many women, the changes in women’s roles during the first half of the 19th century were part of a positive and liberating transformation. [J] For others, though, either their roles remained quite traditional, or their new endeavors, such as working in factories, were not as freeing as they had hoped. Women’s experiences with and reactions to the changes they encountered varied, but many were eager for the journey ahead.




Questions 4–5 ask about the preceding passage as a whole.







	The writer would like to add the following sentence:



During this time, middle-class wives and mothers in New England assumed the role of protectors and leaders of home life.





The sentence would be most logically placed at:




	Point A in paragraph 1.


	Point B in paragraph 2.


	Point C in paragraph 2.


	Point D in paragraph 2.







	The writer would like to add the following sentence:



For example, they were paid half the wages given to men.





The sentence would be most logically placed at:




	Point F in paragraph 4.


	Point G in paragraph 4.


	Point H in paragraph 4.


	Point J in paragraph 5.













 


Development: Precision




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Identify the word that accomplishes the appropriate purpose within a sentence








To answer a question like this:


Humphrey Bogart


Although the screen appeal of Humphrey Bogart has grown immeasurably since his death in 1957, his early life was not filled with success. Born in New York City in 1899 as the son of a prominent surgeon, young Humphrey was quickly put on the track to medical school. After finishing his early schooling, he went to the prestigious Phillips Academy. Bogart, however, was not academically inclined, and during adolescence he was often described as a troublemaker. In 1918, Bogart entered the navy. It was during the service when he received an injury that partially paralyzed his upper lip, creating his 1splendid snarl.




	Which of the following best conveys how the injury noticeably marked Bogart’s appearance?



	NO CHANGE


	outrageous


	distinctive


	insignificant










You need to know this:


Some questions test your knowledge of the correct word to use in context. You must identify which word(s) best convey the writer’s intended meaning.
















	Incorrect

	Correct










	
The initial reason the students gather in the auditorium is that it is the only location large enough for all of them.


	
The primary reason the students gather in the auditorium is that it is the only location large enough for all of them.







	
It is common for children to perform the actions of their parents.


	
It is common for children to mimic the actions of their parents.







	
Zeke apologized for overstepping when he walked into the crowded conference room.


	
Zeke apologized for intruding when he walked into the crowded conference room.










You need to do this:


Read the surrounding text to deduce the author’s intended meaning. Then evaluate all four answer choices. Eliminate the answer choices that:




	Create grammatical errors


	Do not make sense in context


	Do not convey the writer’s intended meaning





If one or more of the words among the answer choices are unfamiliar, the process of elimination can still help you get to the correct answer. If you recognize any of the options, decide whether to keep or eliminate them. For the words that remain, use roots, prefixes and suffixes, and word charge (whether a word is positive, negative, or neutral in meaning) to make your decision. If all else fails, trust your instincts and guess; never leave a question blank.


Explanation:


The question asks for a word that approximately means noticeably marked. Choice D is the exact opposite, and A and B are too strongly charged—splendid has a strong positive charge and outrageous has a strong negative charge. Choice (C) is correct.


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


The History of Advertising


Over the past few decades, advertising has changed radically. In the 1990s, large companies hoped to reach their target markets through advertisements in national magazines and network television, while smaller companies 2promoted local newspapers, phone books, and radio stations. Of course, companies large and small still buy advertisements in mass media outlets that reach large numbers of consumers. However, with a new millennium came new 3competitors, including a larger media outlet than previously imagined: the internet.




	



	NO CHANGE


	appropriated


	utilized


	manipulated







	Which of the following best conveys the opportunity presented by the internet?



	NO CHANGE


	circumstances,


	occurrences,


	possibilities,










Thomas Paine


As a young man, Paine worked as a corsetmaker, sailor, and minister, but he only found his true calling when he moved to the British colonies in America. Paine first gained recognition as the editor of Pennsylvania Magazine, and as political turmoil engulfed the colonies, he became more 4vocal. In 1776, Paine anonymously published a pamphlet titled “Common Sense” that argued forcefully for American independence from Britain. The pamphlet was tremendously popular; soon there were 200,000 copies in circulation. Many historians credit the pamphlet with helping to convince the American people to fight for self-rule.




	Which choice best conveys Paine’s increased fame?



	NO CHANGE


	prominent.


	understandable.


	divisive.










Thomas Paine’s influence continued far beyond sparking the Revolutionary War. Once the war began, Paine published a series of pamphlets called The American Crisis, which, in the midst of a bloody war, helped keep the morale of the troops up. In addition to his achievements as a writer, Thomas Paine is 5credited with conceiving the name “The United States of America.”




	



	NO CHANGE


	tasked


	helped


	noted










Because Thomas Paine was 6a writer, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams drew heavily on his work when drafting the Declaration of Independence. Later in life, Paine wrote other highly controversial works. In 1797, Paine did his part to inspire what would become Social Security. He suggested a system of social insurance for the young and the elderly in his last great work, “Agrarian Justice.”




	Which of the following replacements most effectively portrays Paine positively and describes why Jefferson and Adams used his work?



	an extremely talented writer,


	the best writer in the colonies,


	an adequate author,


	an author of controversial content,













 


Development: Introductions and Conclusions




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Provide an introduction or conclusion to a paragraph or passage








To answer a question like this:


Early Writing Careers


Many well-known writers began their careers while they were still teenagers. Stephen King, for example, began submitting stories to science fiction magazines when he was just thirteen years old. If you are serious about a writing career, you can submit work to many publications that accept unsolicited manuscripts. It is best, however, to send a query letter first.


A query letter is a one-page document in which you introduce yourself to the editors of the publication and ask if they would like to read your work. Begin by telling the editor a little bit about yourself. Include a paragraph or two outlining the story you’ve written or would like to write. If you’ve taken any creative writing courses, won prizes for your writing, or had any work published, tell the editor about that, too. Don’t forget to thank the editor for taking the time to read your letter.


You probably won’t sell your first story, but don’t get discouraged. Stephen King didn’t sell his first submission either—or dozens after that. 1Nevertheless, he persisted, and he became a best-selling author.




	Which choice best concludes the essay?



	NO CHANGE


	Eventually, he found an editor who liked his work, and the rest is history.


	Despite that, he didn’t give up, and neither should you.


	Being a professional writer is a difficult career to break into.










You need to know this:


Some questions ask you to improve the beginning or ending of a paragraph or passage. These questions often have a question stem.




	An introduction should:



	Explain the topic and purpose of a paragraph


	Include information discussed later in the paragraph


	When applicable, provide an appropriate transition from the previous paragraph or into the next paragraph







	A conclusion should:



	Summarize the topic and purpose of a paragraph/passage


	Include information discussed earlier in the paragraph/passage


	When applicable, provide an appropriate transition from the previous paragraph or into the next paragraph










Note that when the question has a question stem, you are not being tested on conciseness, even when asked about deleting information. When you see a question stem, focus on relevance rather than conciseness. This means that you can focus on identifying the concise and relevant choice without spending time considering the grammar of each choice.


You need to do this:




	Determine the writer’s intended purpose for the paragraph or essay as a whole.


	Read before and/or after the underlined segment, noting key transition words.


	Eliminate choices that do not provide an appropriate introduction or conclusion.


	For a question about the conclusion to the passage, eliminate choices that focus too much on the final paragraph and not enough on the passage as a whole or too much on the passage as a whole and not enough on the final paragraph.


	Choose the most relevant option.





Explanation:


This passage focuses on advising and encouraging aspiring young writers. The last paragraph in particular discusses the importance of not giving up and cites the example of Stephen King. Choice (C) is correct because it references both ideas and ties them together. Choice A may be tempting, but it is incorrect because it refers only to Stephen King. It does not address young writers in general.


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Community-Supported Agriculture


This spring, my family joined our local community-supported agriculture, or CSA, association. We wanted to eat more locally-grown foods, and the CSA provided the perfect opportunity. Like other members, we bought a year’s “share” of the farm’s crop before the growing season began. Once it did, the farm delivered a box filled with freshly harvested fruits and vegetables every week.


We immediately discovered that fresh, in-season food is delicious. I had disliked broccoli previously, but one bunch that arrived in our second June box convinced me I’d been wrong. My younger brother, who is normally resistant to new foods, ventured to try both kale and turnips from the CSA and enjoyed both. 2Of the four people in my family, my mother is definitely the most accomplished cook.




	Given that all the choices are true, which one provides a conclusion to this paragraph that is most consistent with the other information in the paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	Prior to our experience with the CSA, the most exotic vegetable he would willingly eat was a carrot—and only the orange kind.


	The cardboard boxes are recycled each week, and the CSA even provides composting services on-site.


	We pick up our vegetables from the farmer’s delivery every Thursday afternoon.










3Furthermore, we’ve been vexed by the outlandish number of zucchini in our boxes. Each week in July, we received at least six. At first, we just grilled the zucchini. Then, we sautéed it with pasta. By the third week, when we opened our box to find ten more zucchini, we had to get inventive. We experimented with recipes for zucchini soup, casserole, bread, pizza, and even brownies. Though everything was tasty, we’re all anticipating the end of zucchini season with relief. Of course, by then tomato season will have begun, and we’ll be looking for ways to prepare a new vegetable deluge. I foresee more delicious experiments in the future.




	Which of the following choices most effectively introduces this paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	We have, however, found a minor flaw in the CSA boxes: a profusion of zucchini.


	The CSA has also encouraged creative cooking with unfamiliar produce.


	Not all of the produce we’ve received has been good, however.










Early 19th-Century Women in New England


In the early 19th century, the market economy expanded, and the home became a haven from the developing commercialism. During this time, middle-class wives and mothers in New England assumed the role of protectors and leaders of home life. With men working in factories, women were responsible for housekeeping, providing religious education, and raising children.


In addition to running their households, 4women became deeply involved in the labor movements of the time. This included producing goods, such as palm-leaf hats and straw-braided items, for wider consumption. Wage work provided women with the ability to live at home while earning money to supplement the family’s income.




	Which choice best completes the sentence and introduces this paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	women became some of the most important contributors to the industrial age.


	women grew increasingly involved in politics.


	women also had opportunities for wage work.










Shoemaking was another source of income for women, but their work was socially and physically isolated from the shoe binding that took place in cobblers’ shops. However, when increased demand for shoes required the use of sewing machines to speed up the pace of production, women organized a small-scale movement that trained young women to use sewing machines in their homes. Despite this move, women who worked at home as shoe binders remained isolated and vulnerable to competition from the more lucrative and efficient factories. Women were also denied craft status and admission into unions, which limited their influence.


5Francis Cabot Lowell employed women in a new kind of factory, where they were also prohibited from joining unions. This allowed factories such as the Lowell Mills to exploit women’s labor. For example, they were usually paid half the wages given to men. However, female factory workers were offered a type of work outside of the home and away from their families, which provided them with a new level of independence.




	Which choice provides the best introduction to this paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	A similar tension marked women’s employment in factories,


	Women attempted to reform laws governing factories,


	Some women abandoned their responsibilities at home for jobs in factories,










For many women, the changes in women’s roles during the first half of the 19th century were a part of a positive and liberating transformation. For others, though, either their roles remained quite traditional, or their new endeavors, such as working in factories, were not as freeing as they had hoped. 6Women’s experiences with and reactions to the changes they encountered varied, but many were eager for the journey ahead.




	Which of the following provides the best conclusion to the essay?



	NO CHANGE


	Unfortunately, discrimination and unfair work practices continue to plague women in the workplace to this day.


	Decades passed before the societal changes of the 19th century were widely accepted.


	This divide led to an alienation that plagued the women’s movement of New England throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.













 


Development: Revising Text




LEARNING OBJECTIVES


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Revise a sentence to accomplish a specific purpose


	Determine the relevance of a sentence within a passage








To answer a question like this:


Humphrey Bogart


When Bogart was released from the navy in 1920, he turned his attention toward the theater. A family friend in the business hired him to work in a theater office in New York. Bogart eventually became a stage manager and finally procured some minor roles on the stage. 1His inexperience showed, however, and he struggled to find any substantive parts. In the early 1930s, Bogart set out for Hollywood, and although he quickly signed a contract with Fox Pictures, he appeared, marginally, in only three films.




	If the writer were to delete the underlined portion (adjusting capitalization as necessary), the sentence would primarily lose:



	details about Bogart’s success.


	a warning against changing careers.


	an example illustrating Bogart’s lack of expertise.


	a reason for Bogart’s slow start in the theater.










You need to know this:


Some Development questions focus on revising text in a way that affects the meaning of the passage. Most questions with this focus ask you to select the choice that:




	Accomplishes a unique, specified goal,


	Describes what would be lost if the underlined segment were deleted, or


	States why a sentence should or should not be added or deleted.





For these questions, all of the answer choices are grammatically and stylistically correct. Given this fact, your task is to determine which option provides information that is most pertinent to the passage. The correct choice will relate directly to the surrounding text and could serve as support for a point, a transition to a new idea, or some other purpose.


You need to do this:


When a Development question focuses on revising text in a meaningful way, you should always consider both what information the question stem and/or underlined segment provides and whether that information (a) matches the writer’s focus and (b) helps express the purpose of the sentence or paragraph. Then, refine your approach:




	When a question asks you which choice accomplishes a unique, specified goal, eliminate incorrect choices that do not accomplish this goal and confirm the correct choice using the passage. Incorrect choices:



	Mention information that is beyond the scope of the writer’s discussion,


	Do not relate to the surrounding text, or


	Do not help express the purpose of the sentence or paragraph.







	When a question describes what would be lost if the underlined segment were deleted, treat it like a Reading question: evaluate the passage and the underlined segment and predict the answer.


	When the answer choices state why a sentence should or should not be added or deleted, decide whether the answer should include Yes or No and eliminate the two choices that don’t match; then, use the passage to determine the correct reasoning.





Be sure to plug the proposed revisions back into the passage and read the full sentence (or paragraph) to best assess the change in context.


Explanation:


When asked what would be lost if a phrase were deleted, consider what the phrase adds to the surrounding text. The second half of the sentence says that Bogart “struggled to find any substantive parts,” and the underlined portion supports that claim by citing his inexperience. Eliminate A because the underlined portion is about Bogart’s early struggles rather than his success. Eliminate B because the paragraph describes Bogart’s life without giving any advice to the reader. Choice C is incorrect because the underlined portion does not provide a specific example of Bogart’s inexperience. Only (D) correctly characterizes the underlined portion and its relationship to the rest of the sentence.


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Community Supported Agriculture


This spring, my family joined our local community-supported agriculture, or CSA, association. We wanted to eat 2more healthy foods, and the CSA provided the perfect opportunity. Like other members, we bought a year’s “share” of the farm’s crop before the growing season began. Once it did, the farm delivered a box filled with freshly harvested fruits and vegetables every week.




	Which choice offers the clearest and most precise information about how the family wanted to change their diet?



	NO CHANGE


	more fruits and vegetables,


	more locally-grown foods,


	more unfamiliar fruits and vegetables,










We immediately discovered that fresh, in-season food is delicious. I had disliked broccoli previously, but one bunch that arrived in our second June box convinced me I’d been wrong. My younger brother, 3who showed little interest in the CSA at first, ventured to try both kale and turnips from the CSA and enjoyed both. Prior to our experience with the CSA, the most exotic vegetable he would willingly eat was a carrot—and only the orange kind.




	Which choice best supports the paragraph’s main point by showing a contrast with the information that follows in the sentence?



	NO CHANGE


	who is usually the most adventurous member of the family,


	who has never met a food he wasn’t curious about,


	who is normally resistant to new foods,










The History of Advertising


Over the past few decades, advertising has changed radically. In the 1990s, large companies hoped to reach their target markets through advertisements in national magazines and network television, while smaller companies utilized local newspapers, phone books, and radio stations. Of course, companies 4large and small still buy advertisements in mass media outlets that reach large numbers of consumers. However, with a new millennium came new possibilities, including a larger media outlet than previously imagined: the internet.




	The primary purpose of the underlined portion is to provide:



	a connection between the advertising methods of small and large companies.


	information about how companies can differ in size.


	a description of what makes a company large or small.


	an opinion about the importance of maintaining a variety of business sizes.










The internet allowed businesses to use targeted advertising, including company websites, banner advertisements, and ads generated by search engines, to reach more specific audiences. Small, local businesses in particular benefited greatly from these new marketing opportunities. 5




	The writer is considering adding the following sentence:



Small specialty shops were once relatively limited to serving local populations of customers, but today those same shops can have customers from around the world.





Should the writer make this addition here?




	Yes, because it clarifies the kind of advertising being discussed.


	Yes, because it explains why small businesses benefited from internet advertising.


	No, because it does not explain why small shops should use internet advertising.


	No, because it is unnecessarily specific.










Thomas Paine


Compared to most of America’s other Founding Fathers, Thomas Paine is not nearly as well known. In fact, there are many Americans who have either never even heard of him or cannot recall his significance in history. 6 Paine was born in 1737 as the son of a corsetmaker—a tailor specializing in corsets and other undergarments—and grew up in rural Thetford, England.




	If the writer were to delete the preceding sentence, the paragraph would primarily lose:



	an explanation for Paine’s relative obscurity.


	a statement supporting and elaborating on the previous sentence.


	a claim the writer will prove in the rest of the paragraph.


	an expression of the writer’s disappointment in Americans’ ignorance.










As a young man, Paine worked as a corsetmaker, sailor and minister, but he only found his true calling when he moved to the British colonies in America. Paine first gained recognition as the editor of Pennsylvania Magazine, and as political turmoil engulfed the colonies, he became more prominent. In 1776, Paine anonymously published a pamphlet titled “Common Sense” that argued forcefully for American independence from Britain. The pamphlet’s popularity spread like wildfire; soon there were 200,000 copies in circulation. Many historians credit the pamphlet with helping to convince the American people to fight for self-rule. 7




	If the writer were to delete the preceding sentence, the paragraph would primarily lose:



	a detail that demonstrates the impact of Paine’s writings.


	evidence that conflicts with information presented earlier in the passage.


	a description of the contents of Paine’s pamphlet.


	an elaboration of Paine’s goals in writing “Common Sense.”










Thomas Paine’s influence continued far beyond sparking the Revolutionary War. Once the war began, Paine published a series of pamphlets called The American Crisis, which, in the midst of a bloody war, helped keep the morale of the troops up. In addition to his achievements as a writer, Thomas Paine is credited with conceiving the name “The United States of America.” Because Thomas Paine was an extremely talented writer, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams drew heavily on his work when drafting the Declaration of Independence. Later in life, Paine wrote other highly controversial works. He was even exiled from England and imprisoned in France for his writings. 8 In 1797, Paine did his part to inspire what would become Social Security. He suggested a system of social insurance for the young and the elderly in his last great work, “Agrarian Justice.”




	The writer is considering deleting the previous sentence. Should the writer make this deletion?



	Yes, because it detracts from the focus on controversy.


	Yes, because it does not describe the writings.


	No, because it contributes to the focus on Paine’s international relations.


	No, because it adds an interesting detail that contributes to the purpose of the paragraph.










Early 19th-Century Women in New England


In addition to running their households, women also had opportunities for wage work. This included producing goods, such as palm-leaf hats and straw-braided items, for wider consumption. Wage work provided women with the ability to live at home while earning money to supplement the family’s income.


Shoemaking was another source of income for women, 9and, like wage work, it allowed them to earn money from home. However, when increased demand for shoes required the use of sewing machines to speed up the pace of production, 10many women had to turn to other sources of work and revenue. Despite this bold move, women who worked at home as shoe binders remained isolated and vulnerable to competition from the more lucrative and efficient factories. Women were also denied craft status and admission into unions, which limited their influence.




	Given that all the choices are accurate, which one best emphasizes the disadvantages experienced by women working from home?



	NO CHANGE


	though it required more specialized tools than other goods they could produce from home.


	but their work was socially and physically isolated from the shoe binding that took place in cobblers’ shops.


	who often sought multiple sources of income they could fit around their household responsibilities.







	Which of the following provides the most relevant information at this point in the essay?



	NO CHANGE


	few women could afford to make the switch because of the high cost of personal sewing machines.


	women had a difficult time keeping up in addition to their responsibilities at home.


	women organized a small-scale movement that trained young women to use sewing machines in their homes.










Women who worked in factories were also prohibited from joining unions, allowing factories such as the Lowell Mills to exploit their labor. However, female factory workers were offered 11a type of work outside of the home and away from their families, which provided them with a new level of independence.




	Given that all are true, which choice provides new information that helps emphasize the opportunity factory work offered for some women?



	NO CHANGE


	income in addition to that of their families,


	lower wages than their male counterparts,


	a part in the burgeoning Industrial Revolution,













 


Development: Purpose




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After this lesson, you will be able to:




	Determine whether a passage has met a goal and state why or why not








To answer a question like this:


Humphrey Bogart


Although the screen appeal of Humphrey Bogart has grown immeasurably since his death in 1957, his early life was not marked by success. Born in New York City in 1899 as the son of a prominent surgeon, young Humphrey was quickly put on the track to medical school. After finishing his early schooling, he went to the prestigious Phillips Academy. Bogart, however, was not academically inclined, and during adolescence he was often described as a troublemaker. In 1918, Bogart entered the navy. It was in the service that he received an injury that partially paralyzed his upper lip, creating his distinctive snarl.


When Bogart was released from the navy in 1920, he turned his attention toward the theater. A family friend in the business hired him to work in a theater office in New York. Bogart eventually became a stage manager and finally worked himself into some minor roles on the stage. His inexperience showed, however, and he struggled to find any substantive parts. In the early 1930s, Bogart set out for Hollywood, and although he quickly signed a contract with Fox Pictures, he appeared, marginally, in only three films.


Frustrated with his stagnant career, he returned to the Broadway stage and finally caught his break as Duke Mantee in the play The Petrified Forest. Bogart’s performance as the quintessential tough guy soon catapulted his career. Bogart consistently created rich and complex screen images punctuated by his hangdog expressions, perennial five o’clock shadow, and world-weary attitude. From his early gangster roles to his consummate portrayal of the reluctant hero, Bogart’s performances came to personify male elegance on the screen, and it is unlikely that his illustrious career will ever be forgotten.




Question 1 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	Suppose the writer’s primary purpose had been to describe the life of someone who struggled before finding success. Would this essay accomplish that purpose?



	Yes, because it describes Bogart’s perseverance in response to people who doubted his talent.


	Yes, because it depicts several setbacks Bogart experienced before he found a lasting career.


	No, because it focuses mainly on the reasons for Bogart’s success.


	No, because it does not describe Bogart’s troubles in detail.










You need to know this:


On the ACT, some Development questions will ask you to determine why an essay does or does not achieve a given purpose. Writers select particular wording and details to support the purpose of the passage while maintaining a consistent tone and focus, so determining why a given purpose is or is not appropriate will require use of the entire passage.


Only some passages will include these types of questions, but when one is present, it will be the last question in the set and preceded by a boxed-in instructional sentence:




Question 15 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.





You need to do this:




	Determine the author’s point of view and main topic and predict the purpose.


	Ask yourself whether the given purpose is close to your prediction (Yes, because . . .) or not (No, because . . .).


	Eliminate the two choices that do not match your Yes/No conclusion.


	Examine the reasoning in the two remaining answers and use the passage to determine which is correct.





Explanation:


To determine the essay’s primary purpose, summarize the passage as a whole. The passage describes Bogart’s slow rise to fame, detailing the challenges he faced before and during his attempts to become a successful actor. This matches the purpose in the question stem, so eliminate C and D. The passage does not mention anyone doubting Bogart’s talent, so A is incorrect. Choice (B) is correct because it accurately connects the features of the passage to the stated purpose.


Try on Your Own


Directions: Take as much time as you need on these questions. Work carefully and methodically. There will be an opportunity for timed practice at the end of the chapter.


Early Writing Careers


Many well-known writers began their careers while they were still teenagers. Stephen King, for example, began submitting stories to science fiction magazines when he was just thirteen years old. If you are serious about a writing career, you can submit work to many publications that accept unsolicited manuscripts. It is best, however, to send a query letter first.


A query letter is a one-page document in which you introduce yourself to the editors of the publication and ask if they would like to read your work. Begin by telling the editor a little bit about yourself. Include a paragraph or two outlining the story you’ve written or would like to write. If you’ve taken any creative writing courses, won prizes for your writing, or had any work published, tell the editor about that, too. Don’t forget to thank the editor for taking the time to read your letter.


You probably won’t sell your first story, but don’t get discouraged. Stephen King didn’t sell his first submission either—or dozens after that. Despite that, he didn’t give up, and neither should you.




Question 2 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	If the writer’s primary goal were to write an essay about a well-known author’s path to success, would this essay accomplish that purpose?



	Yes, because it discusses how Stephen King’s career began.


	Yes, because it tells about the writer’s path to success.


	No, because it doesn’t give enough details about Stephen King’s career path.


	No, because it focuses on giving advice to aspiring authors.










The History of Advertising


Over the past few decades, advertising has changed radically. In the 1990s, large companies hoped to reach their target markets through advertisements in national magazines and network television, while smaller companies utilized local newspapers, phone books, and radio stations. Of course, companies large and small still buy advertisements in mass media outlets that reach large numbers of consumers. However, with a new millennium came new possibilities, including a larger media outlet than previously imagined: the internet.


The internet allowed businesses to use targeted advertising, including company websites, banner advertisements, and ads generated by search engines, to reach more specific audiences. Small, local businesses in particular benefited greatly from these new marketing opportunities. Small specialty shops, previously limited to serving local populations of customers, were able to expand their clientele around the world.


Today, companies continue to develop ever more sophisticated methods to use the internet to reach their customers. Individually tailored advertisements appear on social media sites, in email inboxes, in the midst of streamed entertainment, and more. As internet use expands, so too will the ways businesses advertise through it.




Question 3 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	Suppose the writer’s goal had been to write an essay about how the internet has changed the world. Would this essay accomplish that goal?



	Yes, because it describes how businesses use the internet.


	Yes, because it emphasizes the broad impact the internet has had.


	No, because it focuses on advertising rather than the overall impact of the internet.


	No, because it suggests that companies would have changed without the internet.










Community-Supported Agriculture


This spring, my family joined our local community-supported agriculture, or CSA, association. We wanted to eat more locally-grown foods, and the CSA provided the perfect opportunity. Like other members, we bought a year’s “share” of the farm’s crop before the growing season began. Once it did, the farm delivered a box filled with freshly harvested fruits and vegetables every week.


We immediately discovered that fresh, in-season food is delicious. I had disliked broccoli previously, but one bunch that arrived in our second June box convinced me I’d been wrong. My younger brother, who is normally resistant to new foods, ventured to try both kale and turnips from the CSA and enjoyed both. Prior to our experience with the CSA, the most exotic vegetable he would willingly eat was a carrot—and only the orange kind.


We have, however, found a minor flaw in the CSA boxes: a profusion of zucchini. Each week in July, we received at least six. At first, we just grilled the zucchini. Then, we sautéed it with pasta. By the third week, when we opened our box to find ten more zucchini, we had to get inventive. We experimented with recipes for zucchini soup, casserole, bread, pizza, and even brownies. Though everything was tasty, we’re all anticipating the end of zucchini season with relief. Of course, by then tomato season will have begun, and we’ll be looking for ways to prepare a new vegetable deluge. I foresee more delicious experiments in the future.




Question 4 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	If the writer’s goal were to write a brief essay about the purpose and organization of community-supported agriculture, would this essay successfully accomplish that goal?



	Yes, because it explains how community-supported agriculture works.


	Yes, because it fully describes both the benefits and drawbacks of community-supported agriculture.


	No, because it focuses instead on one family’s experience with community-supported agriculture.


	No, because it fails to provide an overview of how membership in a community-supported agriculture association works.










Thomas Paine


Compared to most of America’s other Founding Fathers, Thomas Paine is not nearly as well known. In fact, there are many Americans who have either never even heard of him or cannot recall his significance in history. Paine was born in 1737 as the son of a corsetmaker—a tailor specializing in corsets and other undergarments—and grew up in rural Thetford, England.


As a young man, Paine worked as a corsetmaker, sailor and minister, but he only found his true calling when he moved to the British colonies in America. Paine first gained recognition as the editor of Pennsylvania Magazine, and as political turmoil engulfed the colonies, he became more vocal. In 1776, Paine anonymously published a pamphlet titled “Common Sense” that argued forcefully for American independence from Britain. The book’s popularity spread like wildfire; soon there were 200,000 copies in circulation. Many historians credit the book with helping to convince the American people to fight for self-rule.


Thomas Paine’s influence continued far beyond sparking the Revolutionary War. Once the war began, Paine published a series of pamphlets called The American Crisis, which, in the midst of a bloody war, helped keep the morale of the troops up. In addition to his achievements as a writer, Thomas Paine is credited with conceiving the name “The United States of America.” Because Thomas Paine was an extremely talented writer, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams drew heavily on his work when drafting the Declaration of Independence. Later in life, Paine wrote other highly controversial works. In 1797, Paine did his part to inspire what would become Social Security. He suggested a system of social insurance for the young and the elderly in his last great work, “Agrarian Justice.”


Given Thomas Paine’s contributions to America, he deserves recognition as one of our most important Founding Fathers. Whether you think of him as a patriot who named an entire nation or a controversial activist who lobbied for socialist ideas, he should at the very least be remembered as a seminal figure in the development of a new, autonomous nation.




Question 5 asks about the preceding passage as a whole.







	Suppose the writer’s primary purpose had been to advocate placing a greater emphasis on Thomas Paine’s contributions to American history. Would this essay accomplish that purpose?



	Yes, because it praises Paine’s influence.


	Yes, because it is a thorough treatise on American history.


	No, because it does not establish that Paine’s contributions were beneficial.


	No, because it focuses too much on the American Revolution.













 


How Much Have You Learned?


Directions: For test-like practice, give yourself 9 minutes to complete this question set. Be sure to study the explanations, even for questions you got correct. They can be found at the end of this chapter.


The Library System


Since the turn of the century, library systems have undergone increasing computerization, a trend that has 1led some people to speculate about the future of libraries. Some people believe that not only the card catalog but also the library stacks themselves will eventually be rendered obsolete. 2Many today have never even used a card catalog and hardly know what one is.




	



	NO CHANGE


	brought about speculative consideration on


	led to speculation about


	brought some people to make predictions about







	Which choice best supports the paragraph’s main idea by emphasizing the changes technology is bringing to libraries?



	NO CHANGE


	It is quite likely, they say, that in the very near future, electronic data will replace books as we know them.


	Along with decreases in funding, this may spell trouble for libraries in the future.


	Young people, they say, are less and less interested in reading books, even on electronic devices like tablets.










This thought presents an interesting picture of the future. 3Despite spending a cozy evening with a good book, we may be 4looking at a laptop computer. With all the intriguing possibilities the future holds, we are inclined to ignore the past. [A] 5We should not ignore the past because it helps make us who we are.




	



	NO CHANGE


	While


	Since


	Instead of







	Which choice best emphasizes the coziness of reading while maintaining the essay’s positive tone?



	NO CHANGE


	next to


	stuck with


	curling up with







	Given that all the choices are true, which one provides the best transition to the rest of the essay?



	NO CHANGE


	Libraries have a past as well as a future, both of which are important to keep in mind when thinking about them.


	The future of libraries is something perhaps none of us can fully predict, and we shouldn’t try.


	While the future of libraries is an interesting topic, the library system’s rich history is also quite intriguing.










Libraries may have originated as early as the third millennium BCE in Babylonia. There, clay tablets were used for record-keeping purposes and stored in 6temples in ancient Babylonia. [B] In the seventh century BCE, the King of Assyria organized an enormous collection of records; approximately 20,000 tablets and fragments have been recovered. 7 In the second century CE, libraries were founded in monasteries.




	



	NO CHANGE


	temples millennia ago in a country called Babylonia.


	temples.


	temples located in Babylonia.







	At this point, the writer is considering adding the following true statement:



The first libraries to store books were fourth-century BCE Greek temples established in conjunction with the various schools of philosophy.





Should the writer make this addition here?




	Yes, because it adds a relevant detail.


	Yes, because it supports the main idea of religious contributions to libraries.


	No, because it does not say where the temples were.


	No, because it distracts from the emphasis on books.










[C] 8One of the most influential of these schools was Neoplatonism.




	Given that all the statements are true, which one provides the most relevant information at this point in the essay?



	NO CHANGE


	It was not until the 13th century that university libraries were created.


	The Greeks also preserved knowledge through lengthy epics memorized and recited by poets.


	At that time, it was rare for individuals to own books.










9The institution of the library continued to change over time. The emergence of a middle class, a growth in literacy, and the invention of the printing press all played a role. [D] However, wars and revolutions served to hinder the development of the library system in England. 10 For example, Henry VIII ordered the destruction of countless manuscripts and disbanded some monastic libraries.




	Given that all the choices are true, which one provides the best introduction to this paragraph?



	NO CHANGE


	Many societal changes occurred in the Renaissance.


	During the Renaissance, a series of societal changes began to transform the library system into the form we have today.


	The Renaissance was a rebirth of classical ideas and artistic styles.







	If the writer were to delete the preceding sentence, the paragraph would primarily lose:



	details that support the second sentence of the paragraph.


	a link between Henry VIII’s actions and libraries.


	an introduction to the details in the final sentence of the paragraph.


	an emphasis on library developments after the 13th century.










In the days of King Henry, many English citizens were pondering the fate of the 11nascent library system. Today’s societal changes are likewise causing some of us to 12consider and think about the same thing, 13although in ways that medieval readers could never have imagined. Have we progressed from clay tablets to paperbacks only to trade our paperbacks in for microchips?




	



	NO CHANGE


	futile


	delicate


	immature







	



	NO CHANGE


	consider


	consider while thinking about


	consider and be thinking about







	



	NO CHANGE


	despite


	also


	consequently












Questions 14−15 ask about the preceding passage as a whole.







	The writer would like to add the following sentence:



With the increased availability of books, patrons of scholarship founded libraries with accompanying academies of scholars in major cities throughout much of Europe.





The sentence would most logically be placed at:




	Point A in paragraph 2.


	Point B in paragraph 3.


	Point C in paragraph 3.


	Point D in paragraph 4.







	Suppose the writer’s primary purpose had been to develop a prediction about the future of libraries. Would this essay accomplish that purpose?



	Yes, because it gives evidence in favor of thinking that libraries will change.


	Yes, because it treats the past as unimportant.


	No, because it focuses on the history of libraries.


	No, because it emphasizes the struggles of libraries throughout history.













 


Reflect


Directions: Take a few minutes to recall what you’ve learned and what you’ve been practicing in this chapter. Consider the following questions, jot down your best answer for each one on a piece of paper, and then compare your reflections to the expert responses on the following page. Use your level of confidence to determine what to do next.




	When should you consider selecting “DELETE the underlined portion”?


	How can transition words help you determine the most logical placement for a sentence?


	Why is relevance important in determining whether a sentence should be revised, added, or deleted?


	Name one goal of the introduction to a paragraph/passage. Name one goal of the conclusion to a paragraph/passage.





Responses




	When should you consider selecting “DELETE the underlined portion”?

If the underlined portion is wordy/redundant, does not enhance the meaning of the sentence, or does not provide clarity, select “DELETE the underlined portion.” Remember that “DELETE the underlined portion” is just as likely as any of the other three choices.




	How can transition words help you determine the most logical placement for a sentence?

The kind of transition word that a sentence begins with (contrast, cause-and-effect, continuation, emphasis, chronology) determines the purpose the sentence should serve within the context. If the sentence does serve that purpose within the context, it is logically placed.




	Why is relevance important in determining whether a sentence should be revised, added, or deleted?

If a sentence is missing relevant information, it needs to be revised. If you are going to add a sentence, it should be relevant to the existing information in the passage. If information is not relevant to the passage, it should be deleted.




	Name one goal of the introduction to a paragraph/passage. Name one goal of the conclusion to a paragraph/passage.

A good introduction should explain the topic and purpose and include information that will be discussed later in the paragraph/passage. A good conclusion should summarize the topic and purpose and include information that was discussed earlier in the paragraph/passage.







Next Steps


If you answered most questions correctly in the “How Much Have You Learned?” section, and if your responses to the Reflect questions were similar to those of an expert, then consider conciseness, organization, and development areas of strength and move on to the next chapter. Come back to these topics periodically to prevent yourself from getting rusty.


If you don’t yet feel confident, review those parts of this chapter that you have not yet mastered. Then, try the questions you missed again. As always, be sure to review the explanations closely. Then go online (kaptest.com/login) to watch video lessons about the highest-yield concepts in this chapter and to use your Qbank for more practice. If you haven't already registered your book, do so at kaptest.com/moreonline.




GO ONLINE


kaptest.com/login








 


Answers and Explanations


Conciseness




	Review the Explanation portion of the Conciseness lesson.


	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion in F repeats information that is already included in the name of TEIMUN. Choices G and H do so as well; (J) is the only choice that eliminates the redundancy.




	
A

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: This question tests redundancy. Choices B, C, and D all introduce redundant language. Thus, (A) is the correct answer.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion uses more words than is necessary to convey its meaning, as do G and H. Choice (J) is less wordy while still being clear, so it is correct.







Organization: Transitions




	Review the Explanation portion of the Organization: Transitions lesson.


	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: Transitions must accurately reflect the writer’s purpose. Here, the writer’s goal is to emphasize how important good manners were for the upper classes. The word Despite is a contrast transition, which is the opposite of the writer’s intent. Eliminate F and H because they are both contrast transitions. Choice J is incorrect because good manners were important at all times, not just occasionally. Choice (G) is correct, since Especially for emphasizes the point the writer is making.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: This question asks for a transition sentence connecting the first and second paragraphs. The first is about Queen Victoria’s ideas of propriety impacting culture; the second is about period fashion. The correct answer will include both ideas, and only (C) does so.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: This sentence presents a contrast between two ideas: the desire to cinch the waist as much as possible and the fact that women still needed to breathe. Therefore, a contrast transition word is needed. Choice (F) is correct. Choices H and J are incorrect because they are cause-and-effect transition words. Finally, G is incorrect because rather than indicates a substitution, not a contrast.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: The preceding sentence discusses the limited education many women received during the Victorian Era. Then the paragraph states that a minority of women were educated more fully. The difference between the two requires a contrast transition, and the current transition word does not serve that purpose. Choices B and C do not provide the appropriate contrast, so the correct answer is (D).




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: This question asks for a transition sentence from the third paragraph into the fourth paragraph. The third paragraph discusses women’s education in the Victorian era, including Victoria’s own, while the fourth paragraph discusses Victoria’s lasting impact. Choices F, H, and J are all focused on her education alone and offer specific details rather than showing a connection between ideas. Choice J may be tempting because it compares her education to her prime ministers’, which indirectly suggests the topic of government policy. However, the final paragraph does not mention her prime ministers, so J does not actually show the connection between these two paragraphs. Choice (G), on the other hand, clearly states the relationship between Victoria’s education and her reign, so it is correct.







Organization: Sentence Placement




	Review the Explanation portion of the Organization: Sentence Placement lesson.


	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: When looking for the correct location to add a sentence, first consider the contents of the sentence to be added. The pronoun This at the beginning of the sentence shows that the previous sentence must reference something that “allows the protozoan to move.” Choice (H) would place the new sentence after one about flagella propelling the protozoan; thus, it is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: Sentence 4 contains the continuation transition also. This shows that it is a logical extension of the sentence that comes immediately before it. Since Sentence 4 references craft status and unions, the sentence before Sentence 4 must also discuss these or other closely related topics. Use this to determine where Sentence 4 should go. Choice B is clearly incorrect because then the transition word also would have nothing from which to transition. Choices C and D are incorrect because neither contains references to anything remotely similar to craft status and unions. Thus, (A) is correct.




	
F

Difficulty: High


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: The sentence the writer wants to add discusses women and home life. It also starts with the phrase “During this time,” which needs to make sense as a transition from the previous sentence. Choice (F) places the sentence correctly in a paragraph discussing women and home life in the 19th century. Choices G, H, and J all place it in a paragraph about women and wage work, which doesn’t fit the content of the sentence.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: The new sentence provides an example of women being treated unfairly, so it must follow and support a sentence about problems women faced at work. Choice A is incorrect because it places the example at the very beginning of the paragraph where it would not follow or support any sentence. Choices C and D place the example after sentences that describe some of the benefits of women working outside of the home. The new sentence details some of the injustices that women faced, so the two ideas do not logically belong together. Choice (B) is the only option that places the new sentence after one about difficulties women encountered, so it is correct.







Development: Precision




	Review the Explanation portion of the Development: Precision lesson.


	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The sentence sets up a parallel between large companies using certain outlets to advertise and small companies using others, so the underlined word needs to mean use. Only (H) conveys this meaning.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question tests precision in conveying nuanced meaning. While all of the answers might seem as if they could fit in the context, the question asks for one that conveys opportunity, or positive potential. Choice A, competitors, is too negative, while B and C are both neutral. Choice (D) highlights the positive potential of the internet and is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: While each answer choice is grammatically correct, only (G) conveys Paine’s increased fame.




	
A

Difficulty: Low


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When the underlined portion is a single word, make sure the word fits in the context. Because Paine lived hundreds of years ago, it does not make sense to say that he is tasked or is helped with something, so eliminate B and C. Choice D creates the phrase is noted with. With is not the correct preposition to use with this verb, so D is incorrect. Choice (A) is correct.




	
F

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: Consider both the surrounding details and the author’s tone to determine which phrase fits the context of the essay. Throughout, the author describes increased recognition of Paine’s achievements. Eliminate H and J because they are too neutral. While G is certainly positive in tone, it goes beyond what is stated in the passage. The author says that Paine was a good writer, but this does not necessarily mean that he was the best in the colonies. Choice (F) is correct because it perfectly matches the author’s positive tone regarding Paine and accurately describes why Paine’s work would be used by Jefferson and Adams.







Development: Introductions and Conclusions




	Review the Explanation portion of the Development: Introductions and Conclusions lesson.


	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: On the ACT, a strong concluding sentence will not introduce a new topic. The correct answer choice will be clearly connected to the other details in the paragraph and function as an effective summary. The paragraph describes how the narrator’s family reacted positively to the CSA. Choice (G) is correct; it follows naturally from the information about the new vegetables the brother has eaten because of the family’s CSA membership. The other choices are not connected to the topic of the family’s positive experience with the new food from the CSA.




	
B

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This paragraph describes a small problem the narrator’s family has encountered with the CSA, although the narrator presents it with humor and maintains a positive tone. Choices A and D are both too negative, so eliminate them. Choice C is true but does not accurately capture the main point of the paragraph. The correct answer is (B).




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The paragraph is primarily about women’s ability to earn money by producing goods from home. Choice F, while it is about women in the workforce, brings up a topic outside the scope of the paragraph. Likewise, G makes a claim much stronger than the paragraph can actually support. Finally, H isn’t about labor at all. The correct answer is (J), which introduces wage work as an opportunity for women.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This paragraph discusses both the negative and positive aspects of factory jobs for women. Choices A and C bring in ideas outside the scope of the paragraph and passage and are thus incorrect. Choice D, while it does discuss women working at factories, has a strong negative tone that is incompatible with the rest of the passage. On the other hand, (B) acknowledges that factory work was a mixed blessing for women, which fits well with the rest of the paragraph. The correct answer is (B).




	
F

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The concluding sentence must effectively summarize both the final paragraph and the passage as a whole. The main topic of the passage is the positive and negative changes in women’s roles, and the final paragraph is a broad retrospective on those developments. Choice (F) provides the best conclusion by focusing on women’s roles in the early 19th century. The other choices, G, H, and J, either bring up new ideas or look beyond the early 19th century.







Development: Revising Text




	Review the Explanation portion of the Development: Revising Text lesson.


	
H

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question asks for specific information about the dietary aims that the CSA helped the family fulfill. Choices F, G, and J all suggest general goals that could be easily addressed without using the CSA. Only (H) includes locally-grown foods, which is a precise goal that would be most effectively achieved through the CSA.




	
D

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The paragraph’s main point is that the produce from the CSA is especially delicious, and the latter part of the sentence supports this by saying that the narrator’s brother tried and liked vegetables that the CSA supplied. The question asks for a contrast with the rest of the sentence that will support the paragraph as a whole, so the correct answer will provide information that conflicts with the brother liking the vegetables from the CSA. Choice (D) is correct.




	
F

Difficulty: Low


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: In the previous sentence, the author discussed how large companies advertise differently than small companies. This sentence describes what is common to both, and the underlined portion makes the connection explicit. Choice (F) is correct.




	
B

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When a question asks about adding a sentence, consider what the sentence contributes to the paragraph as a whole. This paragraph describes the advantages of internet advertising, focusing particularly on the benefits for small businesses. The additional sentence illustrates this benefit, so it should be added. Eliminate C and D. Choice A advocates adding the sentence, but for the incorrect reason. The correct answer is (B).




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The first sentence in the paragraph says that Paine is not widely known. The sentence in question supports this claim by stating that few people today are aware of him. Choice (G) is correct. Choice F is incorrect because the sentence does not provide an explanation, only an elaboration. Choice H is incorrect because the rest of the paragraph is not devoted to proving this claim. Finally, J is incorrect because the author’s tone is neutral, not judgmental.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The sentence in question is preceded by a sentence describing the popularity of Paine’s pamphlet “Common Sense”; the sentence being considered for deletion explains the importance of that popularity by describing its influence on historical events. The correct answer is (A).




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The preceding sentence mentions Paine’s controversial works; additional information about his being exiled and imprisoned for his writings emphasizes this controversy. Thus, (J) is correct because it helps the paragraph achieve its purpose.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The question specifically asks for a choice that emphasizes the disadvantages of working from home. Choice (C) describes how women were isolated as a result, whereas the other choices focus on positive or neutral aspects of such work. The correct answer is (C).




	
J

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This sentence starts out describing a change in the shoemaking industry that affected women. The following sentence begins with “Despite this bold move” and goes on to describe how women still struggled to compete with factories. The underlined portion must describe a bold move intended to help women keep up with changes in the shoemaking industry. Choice (J) is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question asks for new information that emphasizes how factory work was beneficial for women. Choices B and D both present information included earlier in the passage. Choice C gives new information, but it focuses on the downsides of factory work. Only (A) gives new information that shows how factory work could be an opportunity, so (A) is correct.







Development: Purpose




	Review the Explanation portion of the Development: Purpose lesson.


	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: First determine the main idea of the passage. This passage is focused on giving advice to aspiring authors, occasionally using an established author as an example. This does not match the purpose described in the question stem, so eliminate F and G. Choice H does not accurately state why the passage does not match the described purpose. The correct answer is (J).




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This passage focuses on how advertising has changed over time, particularly with the arrival of the internet. The question’s description of “how the internet has changed the world” is much more broad, so it does not match the passage. Eliminate A and B. The passage does not make the suggestion described in D, so choice (C) is correct.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: Begin by identifying the main idea of the passage. The main idea is that one family has enjoyed its experience with a CSA membership but has also experienced some drawbacks. This main idea does not match the much more general purpose given in the question, so eliminate F and G. Choice J contradicts the essay, which does provide some information on membership. Choice (H) correctly identifies the focus of the essay.




	
A

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When asked whether a passage accomplishes a particular purpose, consider the scope and tone of the passage. The passage focuses on Paine’s influence on the founding of the United States, and the final paragraph says that he deserves more recognition. This matches the purpose in the question stem, so eliminate C and D. Eliminate B because it incorrectly describes the scope of the passage. Choice (A) accurately reflects the scope and tone of the passage and is therefore correct.







How Much Have You Learned?




	
C

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion is wordy, and B and D are even more so. Choice (C) conveys the same meaning without unnecessary words, so it is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The question asks for a sentence that emphasizes the changes technology is bringing to libraries. Choice F is about a change that has already happened. Choice H refers to funding, not technology. Choice J mentions electronic devices and people reading less, but technology is not cited as the cause of the change. Choice (G) is correct because it discusses how electronic data may replace physical books.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: When a transition word is underlined, identify what ideas it connects and determine their relationship. In this sentence, the first part is about reading a book, and the second part is about using a laptop. Given the context of the passage so far, these two are likely meant to be in contrast. Despite and While, although contrast words, do not reflect the author’s intended meaning that people are using laptops as an alternative to reading books, so eliminate A and B. Instead of is a contrast transition that makes sense in context, so (D) is correct.




	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When asked which choice best maintains a particular tone, eliminate answer choices that are neutral or that convey the opposite tone. Choices F and G are neutral, and H is negative. Therefore, (J) is correct.




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The current paragraph speculates about the future of libraries, and the following paragraph discusses the origin and development of libraries. The transition sentence should connect these two topics. Eliminate A because it does not discuss libraries. Choice B connects the past and the future, but it does not provide any reason to begin discussing the history of libraries. Choice C focuses only on the future, so it is not an appropriate transition. Choice (D) connects the future of libraries with their past, while giving the reader a reason to want to know more about their history, so it is correct.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: The underlined phrase includes information that is already stated earlier in the paragraph. The only answer choice that eliminates all redundancy is (H).




	
A

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: A sentence should be added only if it is relevant to the main point of the paragraph and fits well in context. The additional sentence is relevant to the discussion about the history of libraries because it helps fill in the timeline of library development. Since it should be added, eliminate C and D. While B may be tempting, the paragraph does not emphasize religious contributions to libraries; it merely mentions that a few of the developments took place in temples and monasteries. Choice (A) correctly states the reason for adding the sentence.




	
G

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: The paragraph is about the historical development of libraries, so the correct answer will supply more information about that topic. Choice (G) is correct.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: An introductory sentence should give the reader a broad idea of the paragraph’s topic and flow well into the sentence that immediately follows it. Because the next sentence lists societal factors that “played a role,” the introductory sentence should relate these factors to the history of libraries. Choice (C) is correct because it both introduces the societal changes and continues the timeline of library development from the preceding paragraph.




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: Look for the answer choice that accurately describes how the sentence in question relates to the surrounding sentences. Because the sentence begins with However, it contrasts with the preceding sentence; therefore, F can be eliminated. Choice G is incorrect because the passage establishes the link between Henry VIII’s actions and libraries in the sentence after the one in question. Finally, the entire paragraph deals with library developments after the 13th century, so J is not specific enough. The correct answer is (H).




	
A

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question tests word choice. The rest of the sentence states that the fate of the library system was in question, and the previous paragraph describes circumstances that hindered its growth and development. The correct answer will reflect this context. Choice B, futile, is too strongly negative. Choice C, delicate, does not capture the idea that the library system was growing and changing. Finally, D, immature, is used to describe a person’s emotional state and cannot be meaningfully used to describe an inanimate object. Nascent captures the meaning that the library system was just beginning and the course of its development was still unknown; (A) is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: When one answer choice is noticeably shorter than the others, the question may be testing conciseness. Since consider and think about mean the same thing, F, H, and J are all unnecessarily repetitive. Therefore, (G) is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: When a transition word is underlined, check that it is logically and grammatically correct. Logically, the connected ideas are in contrast. People may consider questions similar to those considered by English citizens under Henry VIII, but they think about these questions in very different ways. Eliminate C and D. Since the word despite can introduce only a noun phrase, B is incorrect. Choice (A) fits with both the logic and grammatical structure of the sentence, so it is correct.




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: When considering where to add a sentence, first examine its content. This sentence says that books became more available and patrons founded libraries throughout Europe, so it must go in one of the paragraphs about the history of libraries. Paragraph 2 does not discuss this topic, so eliminate F. Paragraph 3 is about the historical development of the first libraries, but paragraph 4 describes their proliferation, so both G and H can be eliminated. Choice (J) correctly places the new sentence in the paragraph discussing the development of libraries in Europe, including the invention of the printing press.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: When asked whether the passage accomplishes a particular purpose, first check whether the stated purpose is too narrow or too broad. While the passage does discuss predictions about the future of libraries, it focuses mostly on the historical development of libraries. Thus, the stated purpose is too narrow. Eliminate A and B. The passage does not go into detail about the struggles of libraries, so D is incorrect. The correct answer is (C).









CHAPTER 5


ACT English: Timing and Section Management Strategies




LEARNING OBJECTIVE


After completing this chapter, you will be able to:




	Move quickly and efficiently through the English Test so that you have a fair chance at every question








Timing


You have 45 minutes to complete 5 passages with 15 questions each, so you need to complete each passage and accompanying questions in 9 minutes. This means that after about 20 minutes, you should be working through your third passage. When the proctor informs you that there are 5 minutes remaining, you should have a little more than half of a passage to finish.


Section Management


While you do want to spend approximately the same amount of time on each passage, you definitely do not need to spend the same amount of time on each question. Every question counts for the same number of points, so be sure to complete the questions you find easiest to answer first. If a particular question is challenging, take a guess and come back to it if you have time. The test rewards students for conciseness, so when you guess, choosing the shortest option is a good idea. It won’t always be the correct answer, but it certainly is a good option.


Moving efficiently through this section is important, but that does not mean that you should skip over any text. Even if sections of a passage may not be underlined, you need an understanding of the passage as a whole to answer certain questions. Reading all of the text in the passage is essential to answering questions efficiently and accurately.


There is a full-length English passage in the “How Much Have You Learned?” section that comes next. Use it to practice timing: skip questions you find too time-consuming, return to them if you have time, and keep an eye on the clock. When you are finished, check your work—and reflect on how well you managed the timing. Then keep practicing these timing strategies when you take full-length tests, both in your book and online.





 


How Much Have You Learned?


Directions: For test-like practice, give yourself 9 minutes to complete this question set. Be sure to study the explanations, even for questions you got correct. They can be found at the end of this chapter.


Frankenstein


The character of Frankenstein did not originate in Hollywood. Rather, the legendary mad scientist 1whom sought to reanimate lifeless bodies was the creation of Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, who was married to famed poet Percy Bysshe Shelley. Frankenstein: The Modern Prometheus, Mary Shelley’s novel published in 1818, is considered 2one of the greater horror tales of all time.




	



	NO CHANGE


	whom seeks to reanimate


	who sought in reanimating


	who sought to reanimate







	



	NO CHANGE


	one of her greater


	one of the greatest


	the greatest










Mary Shelley created her 3desperate subject in response to a bet. [A] She, her husband, Lord Byron, and Byron’s physician had a contest to see who could write the best ghost story. Although 4the writing project began whimsical, her tale became a serious examination of the fate of an individual who decides to overstep moral and social bounds. [B]




	Which choice best emphasizes that the work is a horror story?



	NO CHANGE


	offensive


	nightmarish


	dangerous







	



	NO CHANGE


	the writing project was begun whimsical,


	the writing project began whimsically, but


	the writing project began whimsically,










Shelley’s novel tells the story of a scientist, Dr. Victor 5Frankenstein, who discovers the secret of bringing corpses back to life and creates a monster 6with material from graveyards, dissecting rooms, and slaughterhouses.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Dr. Victor Frankenstein–who


	Dr. Victor Frankenstein: who


	Dr. Victor Frankenstein, he







	If the writer were to delete the underlined portion, the paragraph would primarily lose:



	information that emphasizes the grisliness of how Frankenstein acquired his materials.


	details about the sources from which Mary Shelley drew inspiration for her story.


	an explanation of why Frankenstein’s monster ultimately became dangerous.


	a description that shows Frankenstein’s dedication to his work.










7Similar to his gruesome appearance, the monster is basically good. [C] After being rejected by Dr. Frankenstein and all other people with whom he comes into contact, the monster becomes violent. One by one, the monster murders the people Dr. Frankenstein cares for the most: 8his younger brother, and his best friend, and he even killed his wife. [D] The tale ends with Dr. Frankenstein chasing the monster to the North Pole, 9where each of them eventually die.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Although


	Despite


	Because of







	



	NO CHANGE


	his younger brother, and his best friend, and his wife.


	his younger brother, best friend, and his wife.


	his younger brother, his best friend, and his wife.







	



	NO CHANGE


	where both of them eventually dies.


	where each of them eventually have died.


	where each of them eventually dies.










10It is a horror story, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is respected by many as a literary classic. The critical acclaim and continued popularity of the story are also evidenced by the numerous films that have been based on it. 11Some versions like Young Frankenstein, provide a humorous retelling of the story. Other versions, like the 1994 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, attempt to be 12faithful and true to the original.




	



	NO CHANGE


	Although it is a horror story,


	It is a horror story, for


	The horror story,







	



	NO CHANGE


	Some versions, like Young Frankenstein, provide


	Some versions, like Young Frankenstein; provide


	Some versions–like Young Frankenstein, provide







	



	NO CHANGE


	faithful to


	faithful and closely follow


	accurate and faithful reproductions of










13The many adaptations demonstrate that Mary Shelley’s story of overreach and its dark consequences remains compelling to this day.




	Which choice provides the most effective conclusion to the paragraph and the passage?



	NO CHANGE


	Some film adaptations, however, bear little resemblance to the original book beyond sharing a title with it.


	Mary Shelley would be pleased by the lasting appeal of a book she wrote for a wager.


	Hollywood, it seems, never tires of creating new interpretations of this story.












Questions 14 and 15 ask about the preceding passage as a whole.







	The writer wants to add the following sentence to the essay:



The monster, who is nameless, only becomes evil when his creator refuses to accept and care for him.





The sentence would most logically be placed at:




	Point A in Paragraph 2.


	Point B in Paragraph 2.


	Point C in Paragraph 3.


	Point D in Paragraph 3.







	Suppose the writer’s primary purpose had been to write an essay analyzing the film adaptations of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. Would this essay accomplish this purpose?



	Yes, because it compares and contrasts various film versions of the story.


	Yes, because it critiques how closely film versions follow the original story.


	No, because it only focuses on one type of film adaptation of the story.


	No, because the film adaptations are one point in an overall discussion of the story.













 


Answers and Explanations




	
D

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: A subjective pronoun performs the action in a sentence; an objective pronoun is the receiver of the action in a sentence. The pronoun in the underlined segment, whom, is an objective pronoun. However, the verbs in the answer choices require the subjective pronoun who. Eliminate A and B. Choice C introduces an idiom error, since “sought in reanimating” is not grammatically correct English. The correct answer is (D).




	
H

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The adjective greater is used only when comparing two items or people. The passage compares Shelley’s novel to all other horror tales. The superlative adjective form is needed, so F and G are incorrect. If J is plugged back into the sentence, it creates the illogical phrase “considered the greatest horror tales of all time.” The correct answer is (H).




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question tests word choice. Although all of the answer choices are grammatically correct, the question asks for one that particularly emphasizes horror. Desperate, offensive, or dangerous subjects do not necessarily inspire horror, so A, B, and D are incorrect. Only nightmarish has connotations of horror, so the correct answer is (C).




	
J

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: Recall that adverbs modify verbs, while adjectives modify nouns. Since the word being modified is the verb began, it must be modified by an adverb. The word whimsical is an adjective, so eliminate F and G. Choice H correctly contains an adverb but disrupts the structure of the sentence with the extra conjunction but. The correct answer is (J).




	
A

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The underlined section includes a comma that sets off nonessential information—the name of the scientist. The punctuation at the beginning and end of the nonessential information must match. Since the opening punctuation is a comma, the closing punctuation must be a comma as well; eliminate B and C. Choice D keeps the comma, but introduces a new error by changing who to he, which makes the sentence a run-on. The sentence is correct as written, so (A) is the answer.




	
F

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: This question asks what would be lost if the underlined portion were deleted. The underlined portion is a list of places from which Dr. Frankenstein gathered body parts. Including these details emphasizes the morbid nature of the story. Choice (F) is correct. There is nothing in the passage that suggests that Mary Shelley was inspired by these locations or that the monster became dangerous because of his origins; in fact, evidence elsewhere in the passage contradicts both G and H. Choice J is incorrect because showing Frankenstein’s dedication to his work is not the primary effect of the underlined portion.




	
C

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: This sentence asks for a transition word that contrasts the monster’s gruesome appearance with his good nature. The transitions Similar to and Because of do not convey this contrast, so eliminate A and D. Choice B contains the contrast word Although, but it creates a fragment when plugged back into the original sentence. The correct answer is (C).




	
J

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: When a list is underlined, ensure that all items of the list have parallel structure. Choices F and H both contain elements that do not match each other, so they are incorrect. The list items in choice G match, but the and before the phrase “his best friend” is unnecessary. The correct answer is (J).




	
D

Difficulty: High


Category: Agreement


Getting to the Answer: The subject of the verb die is each, which requires a singular verb. Eliminate A and C, which contain plural verbs. Choice B includes the singular verb dies but introduces a different subject, both, which is plural. Only (D) matches a singular subject with a singular verb. The correct answer is (D).




	
G

Difficulty: Medium


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: This sentence includes two independent clauses incorrectly joined with a comma, forming a run-on sentence. Eliminate F. Choice H correctly contains a coordinating conjunction that joins the two independent clauses, but it creates an incorrect logical relationship between the clauses—being a horror story is not a result of the book being viewed as a classic. Choice J changes the sentence structure completely and introduces a comma error. Choice (G) makes the first clause dependent by using a subordinating conjunction that correctly captures the logical relationship between the clauses. The correct answer is (G).




	
B

Difficulty: Low


Category: Sentence Structure


Getting to the Answer: The phrase “like Young Frankenstein” is nonessential information that must be set off from the rest of the sentence with either two commas or two dashes. Only (B) has the same punctuation mark at both the beginning and end of the phrase, so (B) is correct.




	
G

Difficulty: Low


Category: Conciseness


Getting to the Answer: The underlined phrase is redundant. Eliminate F. Choices H and J are also unnecessarily wordy, so eliminate them, too. Only (G) is free of redundancy, so (G) is correct.




	
A

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: A concluding sentence must summarize both the entire passage and the last paragraph. The passage discusses Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, including its origin, substance, and critical reception. The last paragraph focuses on critical responses to and interpretations of the book. The closing sentence of the passage must incorporate both, which (A) does effectively. Choice B introduces new ideas, and D is too narrowly focused on the final paragraph. Choice C, while it returns to an earlier part of the passage, is also too narrowly focused on one particular detail. The correct answer is (A).




	
H

Difficulty: High


Category: Organization


Getting to the Answer: This sentence focuses on the monster’s transition from good to evil. Paragraph 2 does not discuss the monster at all, so you can eliminate F and G. Choice J would put the sentence too late in paragraph 3, after the monster has already committed evil acts. Choice (H) is the correct answer.




	
D

Difficulty: High


Category: Development


Getting to the Answer: While the passage does examine various film adaptations of Frankenstein, the essay focuses mostly on how the classic horror story was created and what it means. Eliminate A and B. Eliminate C because the reasoning is not correct; the essay does explore different types of films, even though discussing the films is not the author’s main purpose. The correct answer is (D).









Test Yourself: ACT English


Directions: For test-like timing, give yourself 36 minutes to complete the following 60 questions.


Passage I


Television Displays


When most people watch their favorite shows, they probably don’t stop to think about how the television set or computer screen works. All such displays, as well as film projectors, depend on an optical illusion called the phi phenomenon. If a human eye sees a series of related 1snapshots quickly enough, one after the other, the brain perceives motion. Flipping through pages of similar doodles 2offered a simple demonstration of 3this thing.




	



	NO CHANGE


	snapshots, quickly


	snapshots quickly,


	snapshots; quickly







	



	NO CHANGE


	offers


	offer


	has offered







	



	NO CHANGE


	this effect.


	all that.


	DELETE the underlined portion and end the sentence with a period.










For television screens, the technical challenge 4is how to change images, quickly, the display has to present each image, hold it for a split second, and then replace it with the next image. To achieve the illusion of motion, television shows are typically displayed at thirty 5images, or frames—per second.




	



	NO CHANGE


	is, how to change images quickly—


	is how to change images quickly:


	is, how to change images quickly







	



	NO CHANGE


	images, or frames


	images or frames


	images—or frames—










For decades after the birth of television, a more controversial event than many people realize, 6the tool with which these images were created was primarily a beam of electrons, or cathode ray. 7 In cathode ray tubes, or CRTs, this beam sweeps over an array of dots that glow when the beam strikes 8it. The television signal rapidly turns the beam on and off, synchronizing the electrons to hit exactly the dots that 9making up the proper picture. As the glow from one sweep fades, another sweep begins.




	



	NO CHANGE


	the tool primarily used to create these images was


	these images were primarily created using


	these images were primarily drawn by a device using







	The writer is considering deleting the following phrase from the preceding sentence:



a more controversial event than many people realize,





Should the writer make this deletion?




	Yes, because the phrase is irrelevant to the paragraph’s discussion of the technical details of how certain televisions work.


	Yes, because the phrase suggests that the controversy surrounding television contributed to the challenges of creating it.


	No, because the phrase offers additional information about the birth of television that gives context to the details that follow.


	No, because the phrase makes clear that people’s views about television have changed alongside the physical challenges of making television.







	



	NO CHANGE


	these.


	that.


	them.







	



	NO CHANGE


	make


	made


	would make










In consumer applications, cathode ray tubes have been replaced by liquid crystal 10displays (LCDs) and are thinner, lighter, and potentially bigger. [A] Unlike CRTs, LCDs work by selectively blocking light rather than emitting it: the entire screen is backlit, with layers of filters determining the quantity and color of 11light that reaches the screen. [B] One of these filters, the liquid crystal from which the technology takes its name, can be turned on or off electronically, allowing the image to change 12quick as electricity passes through the screen. [C] However, as technology marches on, these displays may 13in turn be surpassed by organic light-emitting diodes or the more 14mysteriously named “quantum dots.” [D] CRTs dominated television for five decades; in five more, who knows how we will watch TV? 15




	



	NO CHANGE


	displays (LCDs) because


	displays (LCDs), which


	displays (LCDs), they







	



	NO CHANGE


	light that reaches the screen through the filters.


	light that passes through and reaches the screen.


	light that is filtered out or allowed to reach the screen.
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