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WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD,
BECAUSE ANYONE WHO COMES TO HIM MUST BELIEVE THAT HE EXISTS
AND THAT HE REWARDS THOSE WHO EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.

—HEBREWS 11:6


INTRODUCTION

OK, HERE’S THE TRUTH: IT DOESN’T MATTER WHERE YOU’RE FROM or where you’re going. It doesn’t matter if you’re tall or short; male or female; brown, black, or white. It doesn’t matter if you’re headed for the Ivies, the Big Ten, the Big 12, the SEC, the ACC, trade school, or bay one at Jiffy Lube. No matter who people think you are, no matter who you think you are, no matter who you really are, the truth—the true truth—is that deep down inside of you is a desire (a longing if you want to be honest about it) to connect to something that transcends everyone you know, everything you see, and (especially) everything you are.

Well guess what? Your quest for utter certainty and spiritual absolutes can have a happy ending. But you need to know that, despite what some people say, there is only one truth—only one path you can take that leads to total peace of mind and eternal salvation.

And how can anyone possibly know this? It’s because only one faith has a Redeemer. Only one religion has a loving Creator, Jesus Christ, who gave His life so that everyone who calls on His name and believes in Him will be saved for all eternity. There are no final exams, no feats of strength, no special diets, no long hours chanting and staring at the ceiling. Just ask and believe. That’s it.

Of course, as with most things that are simple, there are layers of complexity in the Christian life that a thousand lifetimes can’t uncover. In fact, discovering different facets of who God is and why He created us makes Christianity a daily, moment-by-moment joy. That’s why Poetry of the Soul isn’t a typical guided-journaling series. Sure, it’s designed to help you discover who you are in God’s eyes, but more importantly, it will help you grow to know Him and love Him more deeply.

There’s another important point that should be made. Poetry of the Soul doesn’t treat young people like, well … they’re young. Yes, the graphics are cool and your bookstore probably displays their copies in the youth section. But truthfully the whole idea of treating anyone between the ages of thirteen and nineteen as anything less than a fully functioning human being has only been an accepted viewpoint (and a rather condescending one at that) for the last fifty years or so.

Look in the Bible. Nowhere do you find special consideration given for a young person’s age when it comes to their understanding of what is true and perfect and good. Nowhere is someone told, “Well, since you’re only sixteen, you can’t have clearly formed opinions on what’s right and wrong, and so we won’t hold you responsible for your actions.”

Look at American history. In almost every era, with recent exceptions, there has been an age of accountability when a child passes into adulthood. At that point they would be expected to help on the family farm, to bear arms to protect their community, and to worship with their parents. While they probably enjoyed the company of other young people, they weren’t shuffled off into youth groups at church, and they didn’t think they should wait until after they’d graduated from college or got a full-time job to start acting responsibly. They were vital members of society and were expected to conduct themselves as such.
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