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For Doug, the best stepdad anyone could ask for
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It was hot outside. The perfect day to jump into a gigantic, cold pool.


Only the pool in front of me was on TV. It was part of a commercial. Before I could start daydreaming about jumping in, the camera went to a man with a big smile.


“Summer is here! It’s time to buy a pool! We have inground pools, aboveground pools, hot tubs, and tanning beds!”


I pressed the minus button on the remote control. That much noise wasn’t good for anybody.


“Piper? What did I tell you about watching too much TV?” Mom asked.


I thought for a minute. I stared up at the ceiling. I think staring at the ceiling helps me think better.


“Um . . .”


I had nothing.


Mom was staring at the TV. “That’s where we’re going,” she said, a smile slowly replacing the frown on her face. “That’s my new job.”


I looked at the TV. The news was on, and it was just a guy talking.


“The commercial before that,” Mom said. “That’s my new job.”


“The pool place?” I asked, sounding shrieky as I stood up. That was the most exciting news ever. When she had talked about it earlier, it sounded like a place where they sold chairs and stuff. She didn’t mention they had real pools!


My mom works lots of different jobs, but only for short times. That means I get to go on new adventures, like the circus and a school principal’s office. Each adventure brought new friends!


But before we could have this next adventure, we had to get food for the week, do laundry, and help to tidy up around Nanna’s house. We started staying with Nanna when Mom got a job at a school forty-five minutes away. That was lots of driving, but now Mom has a job that is only two minutes away from Nanna’s house and it’s at a pool place. That is just magnificent.


“Magnificent” is a new word I learned. I’m trying it out. Mag-nif-i-cent!


Mom told me I was dawdling and she wasn’t “going to wait around all day, missy.” Plus, she had a surprise for me. Surprises were good. Surprises maybe meant we were stopping by the clothing store that had all the purses and backpacks and jewelry.


“Come on, Oreo,” I said to Nanna’s dog, a little black-and-white terrier that Nanna says is a “terror.” I ran down the hall to my room with Oreo on my heels. If I was really good, Mom might let me come to her new job!






Splash Fact #1


Grown-ups always say watching too much TV is bad for you. How do you know if you’re watching too much TV, though? Here are some clues:


    #1  You think about your favorite TV show all the time.


    #2  You know more about the people you watch on TV than your own friends.


    #3  You skip fun things because you don’t want to miss your favorite show.


    #4  You ask your mom to bring you things so you don’t have to take your eyes off the screen.


    #5  You compare all your friends to characters on your favorite shows.
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A couple of hours later Mom pulled the car into a big shopping plaza with a very familiar sign.


“We have inground pools, aboveground pools, hot tubs, and tanning beds!” I said, just like the man on TV had said it.


Mom looked at me funny. She stopped looking because she had to find a parking space. That meant eyes on the road.


I waited until she was all parked to ask the question I really, really wanted to ask. It was the most important question of all the questions ever asked.


“Do you get a free pool for working here?”


Nanna had a backyard. It wasn’t a big backyard, but big enough for a pool, I’ll bet. I could swim all summer and Nanna and Mom could hang out by the pool and drink lemonade. Maybe I could invite some friends to enjoy my nanna’s new pool too. We could all teach Oreo how to swim. (Can dogs swim?)
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All of that would be magnificent.


“No,” Mom said. “But I do have a couple of surprises for you.”


I smiled. I liked surprises.


There was a big truck in the parking lot that had the word PRODUCTION on the side. A guy standing next to it had a black T-shirt that read CREW.
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