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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—campgrounds open and close, grow and contract; regulations change; techniques evolve; facilities come under new management, and so on.


We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


FalconGuides


Reader Response/Editorial Department


246 Goose Lane, Suite 200


Guilford, CT 06437


Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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How to Use This Guide

There are two major sections to this book: The first section is devoted to the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the second section is devoted to the State of West Virginia. Between them, you could spend decades exploring all these states have to offer, from rich history to outdoor recreation to simply relaxing before a beautiful view. Both states offer richly diverse regions within their borders, so that visiting just one area of the state will give you but a fraction of the state’s total flavor and offerings.
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This book focuses exclusively on public campgrounds—and because there are so many from which to choose, you potentially could be kept busy for a lifetime of getaways, if you choose. Private campgrounds and RV-only campgrounds are beyond the scope of this book, though I do offer information on whether or not a campground is RV friendly. In general, most campgrounds are: The only thing that makes them “unfriendly” is the size of your vehicle compared to the size of the campsites or even the challenge of the roads leading to the campground. These are duly noted. I recommend, should you have any questions, to contact the campground directly to ensure that your vehicle can be accommodated, both by the local road conditions and the sites themselves. I did car camping, and there were some switchback roads that I had doubts my car would make, so better to be prepared.
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Selecting a Campground

West Virginia and Virginia offer amazing diversity, from unique landscapes to a wide selection of campgrounds tucked into forests, along waterways, and near major state attractions.


All public campgrounds are managed by a selection of agencies, and within these management types, you will tend to find similar amenities. Even so, campgrounds can range from recreation meccas to primitive-style campsites. However, the camping experience is what you make of it, and a lot depends on knowing where you want to go, what you want to do, and what types of amenities you would like to find once you get there. Even if you choose a more basic campground, you can combine activities that are available within the campground or in the vicinity of the campground to create a one-of-a-kind camping experience. Or maybe you would like to just get away from it all and avoid crowds, so you will want to locate an out-of-the-way spot. It is what you want out of your camping experience that will most dictate your selection from one of the great campgrounds listed in this guide. Your considerations in selecting a campground will be as unique and individual as you are. For example, if you want to fish, you will want to be near water. If you have kids, you will want to make sure you have access to amenities that will keep them happy and occupied. If you absolutely want to be able to shower every day, you will want a campground that offers hot shower facilities. This guide will help you to winnow down your choices until you find the campground that works best for you, your family, and/or friends.
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The public campgrounds within this guide will fit into one of the categories in the following section.



Types of Campgrounds

Federal: You will find that campgrounds located in one of the national forests or parks fall under the USDA Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, or the US Army Corps of Engineers. Amenities can run the gamut. For example,
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they could be primitive-type campgrounds, where you may find pit or vault toilets and no running water, to somewhat developed campgrounds, where you will find hand pumps and spigots for drinking water, to very developed campgrounds that offer full running water that allows for hot showers, drinking water, and flush toilets. It just depends on how developed the campground is by that particular agency—and that will be reflected in the cost to camp there. There are also other considerations you may have that you value over the development level of a campground. For example, while many may see it as a negative that there is no running water, others will see the pros of the local recreational offerings, such as proximity to popular rock-climbing sites, historic battlefields, or fishing spots. Again, the less developed the campground, the lower the price—with some campgrounds charging absolutely nothing for travelers to camp there. I have included these, because sometimes you just cannot beat the price of “free,” especially when you still have access to gorgeous trees and scenery, local offerings, and simply the opportunity to get away. Either the agency itself manages the campground area, or it is run by concessionaires.
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As for the US Army Corps of Engineers, they are found next to their waterworks projects, so you will find these next to most lakes that they have created through the building of dams. There are seven US Army Corps of Engineers campgrounds in Virginia, and seven in West Virginia.


In West Virginia and Virginia, the USDA Forest Service manages the national forests, which are further subdivided into local districts, each individually managing their own section. West Virginia has more than thirty campgrounds managed by the Forest Service, spread across the Monongahela National Forest and George Washington and Jefferson National Forests, both located in the eastern section of the state. In Virginia there are twenty campgrounds found in the GWJ.


In addition, the National Park Service manages campgrounds in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. These areas are located in the western portion of the state.


State: The bulk of public campgrounds in both Virginia and West Virginia are operated by each state’s Park Service. In addition, the state parks manage recreation areas and historic sites that include battlefields. Also, the state park campgrounds are pretty consistent in basic amenities, and some are highly developed to the point where you will feel you are away at a resort. In West Virginia there are about thirty state parks from which to choose, managed by West Virginia State Parks & Forests, and in Virginia you will have more than twenty state parks that are managed by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.


County/Local: There are some county and local campgrounds sprinkled throughout these states, and they are well developed and offer a variety of recreation activities. Because they are tucked into regions and do not have the same marketing capacity as the federal or state parks, you could consider these a best-kept secret to all but the locals.





Finding a Campground

Virginia and West Virginia are separated into two sections in this guide. The states are further broken down into regions, following some of the major region groups that each state’s Bureau of Tourism uses. In both states the way the major interstates and highways have been developed create nice sections within each state, making it convenient to travel a main road to get to a particular region. Further, each region shares more similarities than not, usually in landscape features. Maps throughout this guide show the location of the campgrounds that fall within each region.





Fee Structure

Here are the guidelines I have set up so you will understand the fee structure into which each campground falls. There are some campgrounds that are free. Yes, you read that right: You pay absolutely nothing to stay overnight. Of course, it will not be fancy. The amenities will match that great deal, also falling under the adage “you get what you pay for,” as these campsites will be quite primitive. But in the majority of those cases, at the very minimum, you will have access to drinking water and a pit or vault toilet. It is nice to know that even those on the tightest of budgets can manage a trip outdoors with this type of offering.
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Some sites can be reserved online, and the information is noted within that campground’s listing. Others offer a mix of reservable sites and first come, first served and you check in when you get to the location. Still others may operate on an honor system, so you will want to have exact cash on you.


If you are a senior citizen, ask about a senior discount (if I have not noted one under the listing). Also, rates drop in the off-season for many of the parks that are still open. The off-season is anything that falls outside of the summer rush.


All prices are set annually by the various parks and are therefore subject to change. I recommend that if you have any concerns, go ahead and contact the campground to confirm the rates. Rates can vary depending on the type of site you select within a campground, such as primitive versus full hookups of electricity, water, and sewer. However, the listing for each campground will provide either one of these symbols, or two, depending on the range of pricing for that particular location.


$ = $0 to $5


$$ = $6 to $10


$$$ = $11 to $20


$$$$ = $21 to $30+






About the Campground Listings


Each campground listing is set up in the same format, making it easy to quickly home in on the information you need, as well as compare campground amenities. Each listing is formatted as follows:


Location: This will provide a way for you to help find the campground on a larger map, giving you a larger city or town nearby and the average distance and direction from that town, so you can pinpoint the destination.


Sites: Here you will find the number of sites available within the campground and the type of campsite (i.e., it has electric and/or water hookup). The more sites a campground has, the larger the camping area, though it is not necessarily a larger campground. It could be a tiny campground in the middle of the forest or tucked in among multiple campground offerings in the area. Generally, campgrounds have guidelines about how many tents, vehicles, and people are allowed per site, though most accommodate as much as space will allow. So, if you have more than a few people and more than one tent, you may fall outside of what is permitted within one site and will need to get two. Often, campgrounds need to make sure that the campsites do not experience overuse that would result from large groups in one site, which can cause erosion and degrading. If you have any situation that you think might be out of the norm, I recommend you contact the campground directly. You may need to locate group camping, which many campgrounds offer in conjunction with their regular sites but that I do not cover within this guidebook.


Facilities: This section gives you the key amenities that the campground offers, from the type of toilet facilities to whether or not the campground provides shower facilities, laundry facilities, or any of an array of other offerings, including swimming beaches and fishing piers. The vast majority of campgrounds offer drinking water. However, there are a few instances in the primitive campgrounds where there is no drinking water or it is very limited, or it is turned off during the winter months. I do make a note in the “About the campground” section. If you are traveling in the off-season, such as late fall, winter, or very early spring, I recommend you double-check to make sure the water is on and running if you are counting on the campground to provide it. Otherwise, pack your own water. It is not a bad idea to have a few gallon jugs of water stashed in the trunk, anyway—just in case. Picnic areas are different from picnic shelters; the former are picnic tables in separate sections from the campsites and available for anyone to utilize. Often these areas are shared with the day-use visitors to the park. Picnic shelters are those larger structures that are generally reservable for big groups.


Fee per night: This provides the fee range for the campground, as given in the fee structure key noted earlier. The price to camp should fall within the fee range, barring a price increase that places it in a different fee bracket.


Management: The management agency the campground falls under, whether it is the state park service, forest service, etc., that maintains the grounds.
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Contact: Here you will find at least one phone number, which will belong to the campground or the district managing that campground. Additional phone numbers may be for reservations. In addition, the website is given, as many campground web-sites will lead you to a reservation site, which is typically www.recreationpa.gov or www.reserveamerica.com. It just depends on who is managing the location, whether or not reservations are accepted, or if they use one of these central sites. For example, in West Virginia, mail-in reservations are accepted for many locations under some strict guidelines (this is discussed further on page 127 in the section on West Virginia). If a campground is first come, first served, I note it in the section About the campground, which gives you a broader picture of the site.


Activities: In this section you will find activities that you can do in or close to the campground. I do not list basic activities such as “scenic drive” or “nature watching” because these are available everywhere. I think any place outside is scenic and offers nature viewing! And since none of these campgrounds is located next to land-fills, then they qualify as scenic. A note of caution: If you are basing your campground selection on an amenity such as a swimming pool being available, always double-check to make sure it is open. Some quirky things can happen. For example, one campground was doing construction, so its swimming pool was not available. In other cases, if it is late in the season, such as late August when students go back to school, a swimming pool may not be open because there are no lifeguards available. If you are traveling with kids and you have promised a swimming pool, the last thing you want is some unexpected surprise that results in your having to explain that there’s no swimming pool after all to disappointed little faces.


Season: This gives the approximate range for when a campground is open. However, please note: I recommend always calling in advance, especially if you are traveling out of season or going to a campground that has a river running through it. For example, while I was researching this book, one campground was closed in the middle of its “in” season due to flooding.


Finding the campground: I provide directions that start from the closest main highway or nearest main city or town and lead you into the campground. You may be coming from a different direction, but at least you will know the closest main roads to get to from your destination so you can plan accordingly.


GPS coordinates: If you travel with a GPS system, plug in these coordinates to help you get to the campground. I am a firm believer in having more than one system to rely on in finding something—especially in more remote areas. I like to have directions that are done by one of the online mapping systems, as well as a map. There are some remote areas where I also feel a compass and bread crumbs would be helpful, because it is relatively easy to do enough twists and turns in the road until you are no longer sure in which direction you are pointing. In short, it never hurts to have backup.


About the campground: In this section you will learn all you need to know about what you will find in the campground and in the vicinity. It is an expansion on, and elaboration of the activities listed earlier, as well as special notes so that you have a good idea of what to expect if you choose this campground. I have also tried to list anything that is accessible to people with disabilities, whether it is the toilet, campsite, or other amenities such as a fishing pier or picnic area.
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