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					Preface 

				
				
					The title of this book, The Laws of Eternity, is exactly what this book is about.
					The Eternal Truth that has never been preached before, and will never be preached
					again, is condensed logically into this single book. 

				
				
					The three distinctive pillars of the Laws of El Cantare are as follows: the vast
					structure of the Laws that encompasses all aspects of life’s Truths; the theory of
					time that describes the historical roles of tathagatas and bodhisattvas from a long-term
					perspective that spans several thousands of years; and the theory of space that fully
					explains the multidimensional structure of the Real World, the world of the hereafter.
					Following the books, The Laws of the Sun (the structure of the Laws) and The Golden
					Laws (the theory of time), I wrote this book to disclose the theory of space and
					complete the Trilogy of the basic Laws. By reading them, the framework of the Laws
					of El Cantare should become apparent to you. 

				
				
					Now, the eternal mysteries have been revealed. The ultimate secrets of Earth Spirit
					Group, which were under the veil called legends and myths, have been disclosed. I
					send this book to the world with the wholehearted wish that all world religions will
					overcome their differences and be united as one. 



				
					
						
							Ryuho Okawa

							Master & CEO of Happy Science Group

							July, 1997
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					1

					The Other World and This World

				
				
					Where did we come from and where will we go after we die? 

				
				
					For us human beings, this is a vital question that always lingers at the depths of
					our minds. However, very few people have been able to give a clear answer. This is
					because it is impossible to answer it without clarifying the relationship between
					the other world and this world. Unfortunately, in the current academic fields on
					earth, there are not enough academic achievements or established methods to clearly
					explain this. 

				
				
					One way to get a slight idea is through the activities of the spiritual mediums that
					have appeared in every age. However, there are many kinds of spiritual mediums. Although
					some can be trusted, most of them are mentally immature or have strange personalities.
					For this reason, people cannot generally believe what they say. Even if they tell
					you, for example, “I can see the spirit of Mr. So-and-so” or “In a year, you will
					end up like this,” there is no way to prove it. So you can hardly believe their words
					and will only grow anxious. 

				
				
					Put simply, when we try to reveal the truth about the relationship between the other
					world and this world, we are left with an uncertain feeling because we cannot experience
					and verify what spiritual mediums claim to have experienced. If we could all share
					the experiences that they have, everyone would believe that the other world exists.
					But sadly, in reality, only those with special abilities can experience the other
					world. That is why people in general cannot be sure that the other world exists.
					As a result, people with worldly common sense do not want to acknowledge the existence
					of the other world or the relationship between the other world and this world. 

				
				
					It is human nature to always ponder the meaning of life or the purpose of life. These
					are essential matters in life and unless we grasp what kind of existence we are from
					the perspective of the Great Universe, we cannot fully establish the meaning or purpose
					of our life. 

				
				
					If, as materialists say, human life begins all of a sudden in a mother’s womb, continues
					for 60 to 70 years, and ends after the person is cremated or buried, then we should
					live with a way of thinking that accords with this life view. However, religious
					leaders teach that there is another world called the Real World, and souls are born
					from the Real World into this world to live a life of several decades for soul training.
					And even after “graduating” from this world, souls keep striving to improve themselves
					further in the Real World. If this is the truth, then we must adopt a different way
					of thinking. 

				
				
					Let’s say that life is like a school education. There are several ways of looking
					at it, but how materialists view life is like saying that compulsory education is
					over after we finish six years of elementary school. To them, life is no more than
					elementary school days and it ends there. On the other hand, those who believe in
					the Spirit World and that human beings go through reincarnations while living eternal
					lives, have a view that sees life as a continuous course of education. It is the
					same as thinking that after graduating from elementary school, you move on to junior
					and senior high school, university, graduate school, and then continue learning various
					things even after you start working. If we compare these two perspectives on life,
					it is obvious which one will better contribute to human evolution and improvement.
					When we believe that humans are aiming to evolve eternally, we will be able to improve
					much more significantly. 

				
				
					If we believe that we only live once and that humans are like ephemeral sparklers
					who live for just a brief period of time, we will not be able to find great significance
					or purpose in life. To burn our short lives to the fullest like sparklers, we will
					indulge ourselves in various kinds of pleasure, be swept away by desires for material
					things, and live as we like with no restraints. Everyone would live for themselves
					only. If life was just about living for several decades, it would only be natural
					to feel that we cannot waste our time and should enjoy ourselves instead. However,
					if life is eternal, our efforts to do something for others will eventually come back
					around as nourishment for our souls. 

				
				
					So it is extremely important to understand the perspective of the other world and
					this world when considering the meaning of life or the purpose and mission of life.
					Without it, we cannot understand the real meaning of life or what human beings really
					are. 
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					The World after Death

				
				
					Let me call the place where humans go after leaving this world—after casting away
					their physical bodies—another world or the other world. What kind of world is it?
					What kind of world awaits those who have left this world? 

				
				
					Because people living in this world do not know what is waiting for them after death,
					they get anxious and fearful and say, “I don’t want to die.” These words reveal an
					attachment to earthly life. In reality, 99 percent of people will most probably say
					that they do not want to die. They say this not only because they find life in this
					world comfortable, but also because they are anxious and afraid of the other world,
					the world after death. In some cases, however, people find this world very hard or
					too unbearable to live in. Their suffering in this world surpasses their anxiety
					and fear of death and they choose to leave for the other world prematurely by taking
					their own lives. 

				
				
					Either way, I think ignorance of the other world, or the world after death, is at
					the root of these ways of thinking. People have a hard time because the study of
					the other world has yet to be established as a field in the academic world. That
					is why I believe that I need to explain the world after death as clearly as possible
					and fulfill my mission as a “marine pilot.” Setting out to sea without a nautical
					map makes for an uneasy voyage, but if you have a detailed map, you will not feel
					so anxious. If you know where you have come from and where you are going, or what
					continent your ship is heading toward, that is, if you understand the nautical map
					well, you will have a safe journey. 

				
				
					So, what actually happens to humans when they leave their physical bodies? Let me
					talk about this. 

				
				
					In many of my books, I have described that life is not just about the few decades
					spent in a physical body but that it carries over from this world to the next. Yet,
					human beings still resist death when they are faced with it. Those suffering from
					illness say they do not want to die, and doctors make every effort to prolong their
					lives. However, when viewed from the other world, a dying person’s guardian spirit,
					guiding spirit, or other angels have already come to him or her. They have already
					started preparing to guide the person whose death is drawing near. 

				
				
					After the person takes their last breath, their spiritual body leaves their physical
					body. At first, the person does not recognize what is happening to them and feels
					as if there are two people—one lying on the bed and the other moving freely. When
					the one who is moving freely talks to other people, they are ignored. They can also
					pass through walls and other material objects. At first, they find these experiences
					astounding. 

				
				
					The soul of the dead person continues to hover around their physical body thinking,
					“That is me lying on the bed,” but they will be truly shocked when their body is
					taken to the crematorium to be cremated. Not knowing what to do, the soul will float
					around the crematorium thinking, “What kind of life awaits me from here?” The soul
					will feel a strong sense of anxiety about the life that awaits them because no one
					told them about it. 

				
				
					It is at this point that their guardian spirit appears and begins to persuade them
					to return to the other world. However, if the soul has lived decades on earth without
					believing in the existence of the other world, it will not be easily convinced. So
					their guardian spirit stays on earth and tries to persuade them for several weeks.
					As we can see from the Buddhist memorial services that are conducted on the seventh
					day and forty-ninth day after a person’s death, the souls of the dead are usually
					allowed to remain on earth for 20 to 30 days after death. During this period, souls,
					in general, will go back to heaven after being convinced by their guardian and guiding
					spirits. 

				
				
					However, the souls of those who have a very strong attachment to something in this
					world, such as their children, father, mother, wife, husband, land, house, property,
					company, or business will not want to leave this world. These souls will become what
					are known as “earthbound spirits” and continue to wander around on earth. They are
					what we call “ghosts” in this world. They are beings who have yet to awaken as spirits.
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					Memories of a Physical Body

				
				
					When souls arrive in the other world, most of them are shocked and bewildered, but
					in time, they get used to living there. They gradually realize that they can live
					without a physical body. They are surprised to know that they can survive without
					eating or drinking, for example, for 20 or 30 days. They also realize that people
					living on earth cannot hear them even if they talk to them. That is when they come
					to understand that they should not be so hung up on this world. 

				
				
					These people who have now become spirits will then acquire new senses: spiritual
					senses. They can also float in the air, pass through material objects, and travel
					long distances in an instant. If they still have concerns about life on earth and
					wish to say goodbye to a relative or see a friend one last time, their spiritual
					bodies travel hundreds of miles the moment they think of doing so. At first, these
					experiences bring them fresh excitement, but they eventually become usual occurrences
					to them. Then, they start considering how they should live in this new world. They
					start exploring new ways of seeing the world and recognizing themselves, similar
					to what first graders go through in elementary school. As they live there, the memories
					of their lives on earth would gradually fade away, but some spirits find that the
					memories grow much stronger. This means spirits will be distinguished into these
					two types. 

				
				
					In most cases, spirits who have been wandering around in this Phenomenal World after
					death will eventually be led to a “reception center” in the fourth dimension, guided
					by their deceased friends or parents, or by their guardian spirits. There, they have
					to reflect on their lives on earth. The spiritual point of view would be the standard
					of their self-reflection; they reflect on how mistakenly they lived from a spiritual
					perspective. In other words, spirits are made to deeply reflect on how they lived
					their lives believing that they are only physical bodies. 

				
				
					Spirits who find through self-reflection that their life on earth was very much based
					on their physical body and that they did not awaken to their spiritual nature, will
					go to the so-called “hell” in the fourth dimension of their own volition. They will
					go through severe trials there. But those who honestly admit their mistakes and repent
					for failing to lead a spiritual life on earth will go to the Fairy Realm—also located
					in the fourth dimension—where spirits who live in harmony reside. 

				
				
					Therefore, where spirits go in the afterlife depends on the memories they have of
					their lives when they still had physical bodies. It is not Enma, or King Yama, who
					will pass judgment; it is their own conscience, good heart, or true nature as children
					of Buddha that will make the judgment. In other words, they, themselves, are aware
					of the need for further spiritual discipline. So they choose to train themselves
					in hell at their own discretion after consulting with their guardian spirits. However,
					as they spend a long time in hell, they forget about the choice they made and begin
					thinking they are being forced to live under harsh conditions. 

				
				
					On the other hand, the truly vicious spirits will not go through this process but
					will go straight to hell immediately after death. These spirits are in a rage trying
					to delude people on earth. They are undoubtedly similar in nature to the gangsters
					and yakuza of this world. 
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					The Activities of Angels

				
				
					Perhaps, those who are believed to be the “people with common sense” of today cannot
					easily believe in the existence of angels. Even devout Christians may not truly believe
					that they are real, although they may think it in their heads. Christians talk of
					“the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,” but while they can somewhat understand
					God the Father and Christ the Son, they seem to have little idea about the Holy Spirit.
					

				
				
					Over 90 percent of people think of angels and devils as beings that only appear in
					fairy tales such as Grimm’s Fairy Tales. They can hardly believe that these figures
					actually exist in the 20th century and laugh them off instead. But angels and devils
					are not beings that only appear in folk tales. Throughout history, both in the East
					and West, there have always been stories about angel-like beings and devil-like beings.
					This is true in both advanced and developing countries. This is because these beings
					really exist. 

				
				
					In a nutshell, an “angel” is a generic term for high spirits, but there are differences
					in their levels. I will explain this further later on, but there are angels living
					in the upper level of the sixth dimensional Light Realm. They are generally called
					shoten zenshin [lit. various gods and deities]. Spirits at the bodhisattva and tathagata
					levels are also called angels. 

				
				
					Angels at the initial level of their training are responsible for saving the souls
					of people who have just left the earthly world. These angels are working to save
					human souls in a more practical way, rather than by preaching the Laws. There are
					hundreds of millions of such angels. They guide the souls who have just left this
					world for the other world or provide various kinds of education at the “reception
					center.” What is more, they go and guide each soul according to his or her ideology,
					beliefs, and religious circumstances. In Christian countries, Christianity-related
					angels provide guidance, whereas in Buddhist countries, Buddhism-related bodhisattvas
					mostly take on this role. In other words, they appear before each soul in a way that
					the soul—the one who is receiving guidance—will find easy to believe. 

				
				
					Having said this, however, angels are not just living in the other world. Many of
					them are reborn on earth every few hundred to a thousand years. Why do they do this?
					One reason is to undergo their own soul training, and another is to purify the earthly
					world. But these are not all the reasons; they are also born from time to time so
					as not to forget how it feels to live as a human. If they remain in the other world
					for too long, they will lose their sense of how humans in this world think and feel.
					To become better educators, they, too, need to know how it feels to live on earth.
					So angels are also born into this world out of necessity. By acquiring earthly senses,
					they are able to preach in a way that is suited to each person and to guide more
					and more people. 

				
				
					So the first thing humans perceive after death is the activities of angels. Souls
					who are emitting brilliant light will come to them. These bright souls appear as
					angels with wings before Christians, as Buddhist monks before Buddhists, and as Shinto
					priests before Shinto believers. All of the angels and high spirits are shining brightly
					and their halo will be emitting brilliant light. On seeing their presence, even those
					who did not believe in God or Buddha feel the urge to put their hands together in
					prayer and say, “O Buddha,” or “O God.” This is because it is human instinct to believe
					in the existence of high spirits, Buddha, and God. 
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					A New Departure

				
				
					Guided by these angels, humans who have left the earth will gradually become ready
					to make a new departure. By “a new departure,” I mean a brand-new experience. 

				
				
					Of course, we all made a new departure when we were born. All spirits—be they high
					spirits or undeveloped spirits—experienced a new departure when they were conceived
					in their mother’s womb and were born into this world. They started their lives from
					scratch. 

				
				
					The brand-new experience I am talking about refers to this: after living several
					decades in this world and graduating from the school called “earth,” spirits enter
					a new school. In this new journey, they encounter new teachers, find new textbooks,
					and learn new lessons. In this way, spirits who have returned to the fourth dimension
					are taught extensively what it is like to be spiritual. 

				
				
					They are taught many things by angels or their old friends and teachers who have
					returned to the other world ahead of them and gradually realize that they will set
					off on a new journey. These things provide them with important guiding principles
					for their new lives in the Spirit World, although in most cases, they forget these
					principles once they settle down in their new lives. Nevertheless, they are taught
					many things as guidance when they first arrive in the Spirit World. 

				
				
					At this stage, some spirits have to make a new departure to hell. But to all of you
					living on earth, please understand clearly that hell is not a place that is equal
					in size to heaven. I must make this point very clear. 

				
				
					If we call this earthly world the third dimension, hell is only a small part of the
					other world that stretches from the fourth dimension to the ninth, tenth, and even
					higher dimensions. Hell is just a den of negative thought energy that is in one corner
					of the fourth dimension and is in no way equal in size to heaven. Please keep this
					in mind. 

				
				
					There are many different kinds of people on earth, but there are no such species
					as “sick people.” Some people get sick and that is why there are hospitals. In the
					same way, in the other world, spirits whose minds are ill are training in hell and
					undergoing rehabilitation. It is very important that you see them in this way. They
					are sick and are suffering from problems in their minds, but they are also trying
					hard to gain lessons in hell in their own way. 

				
				
					You can provide healthy people with various kinds of guidance; you can teach them
					how to drive a car, ride a bicycle, run a long or short-distance race, or do jumps.
					However, you cannot guide sick people in the same way. Sick people need to start
					by learning how to walk with crutches or with someone supporting them by the arm.
					In hell, they need this kind of practice first. 

				
				
					In contrast, those who enter the Fairy Realm see various kinds of beings that they
					never saw on earth. They encounter, for example, creatures that appear in old tales
					and legends. While we do not see dragons or kappa (Japanese river imps) in this world,
					these creatures exist in the other world, and we can actually see them. We can also
					see small fairy-like beings flying around flower gardens. Many kinds of mysterious
					spiritual beings live in the other world, and by witnessing these creatures, souls
					further develop their spiritual senses to understand the new world. 
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