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Sophie Mouse peered through the binoculars. She gazed across the meadow at a patch of flowers that were called nodding onions. The purple blooms swayed in the breeze.

Sophie thought onion flowers looked like they were from another planet.

“There!” Sophie called out. “The alien onions. Do you see them, junior explorer?”

Next to her, Sophie’s little brother, Winston, did not answer. She looked over at him. They were playing adventure explorers, which was usually Winston’s favorite game. But today he didn’t seem so into it.
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“Junior explorer?” Sophie said again. She turned to look at her brother. “I said—”

Sophie stopped. Winston’s nose was all scrunched.
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Achoo! He sneezed. “Sorry,” Winston said. Then he raised his binoculars to his eyes. “Where are these alien onions?”

[image: Image]

It was the perfect Sunday in the flower meadow, sunny and cool. Sophie’s favorite kind of day. All around them, the flowers were in full bloom—bluebonnet, orange butterfly weed, and white blazing star.

ACHOO! Winston sneezed again, louder this time.

“Are you okay?” Sophie asked him.

Winston sniffed. “I think so,” he replied.
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Sophie handed him a handkerchief. “Maybe it’s allergies,” Sophie said. “From all the pollen.”
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Out of the corner of her eye, Sophie saw a butterfly fluttering their way. She nudged Winston. They watched the insect fly by in silence. It was migration time. Butterflies were on the move, headed north for the summer.

Butterflies are real explorers! Sophie thought.

The butterfly landed on a nearby flower. They could see her drinking the nectar.

Then the butterfly flew off toward the onion flowers.
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“Let’s go,” Sophie whispered. “We can say hello and ask her where she is from.”

Sophie made a move to run off. But Winston hung back.

“What’s the matter?” Sophie asked him. Normally, Winston was super curious. And he loved making new friends.

Winston shrugged. “You go. I’ll wait here,” he said. “I… I’m not feeling so good.”

That’s when Sophie noticed that Winston didn’t look so good, either. In fact, he looked… sick.
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Sophie sighed. She had been looking forward to a long afternoon of adventure explorers. Then maybe a swim at Forget-Me-Not Lake. When would they get another perfect day like this?

Sophie was disappointed. But she felt bad for Winston.

Their house in the big oak tree wasn’t far. Just over a hill and straight on past Birch Tree Slide. Normally, they would have raced home from the meadow. Instead, Sophie reached out for Winston’s backpack.

“Here, I’ll carry this,” she said. “Come on, Winston. Let’s get you home.”
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At the base of the big oak tree, Sophie opened the door for Winston. She hung his backpack on a hook. Winston slumped into a chair at the table.

“Dad!” Sophie called out. “We’re home!”
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