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Chapter 1


Waiting for Bert


Zack Nelson jumped up from his seat at the kitchen table. He had hardly taken a bite from the stack of nebu-cakes that sat on his plate.


“I can’t believe he’s coming today!” Zack cried. He threw both his arms into the air. Then he spun around in a circle and shouted, “YIPPEE WAH-WAH!”


[image: images]


“Honey, I know you’re excited that Bert is coming to visit,” said Shelly Nelson, Zack’s mom. “But you haven’t touched any of your breakfast. Nebu-cakes with boingoberry syrup are your favorite. And it’s almost time to leave for school.”
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“But Bert is coming!” Zack shouted. “I haven’t seen him in so long!”


Bert Jones was Zack’s best friend on Earth. But Zack didn’t live on Earth anymore. A few months ago Zack and his family had moved to the planet Nebulon. Zack had not seen Bert since he moved.
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At least not in person.


Sure they kept in touch through z-mail and video chats. Zack even had a holocam that showed a 3-D image of Bert. It almost felt like Bert was in the room.
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But not really.
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Zack missed going to baseball games with Bert. He missed trading 3-D holo-comics. He missed going to the orbiting drive-in movie theater for triple features. He just missed having his best buddy nearby, even if they had nothing to do.


[image: images]


Zack missed Bert. And now Bert was coming from Earth to visit him on Nebulon. Zack couldn’t wait to show Bert around his new home planet.


“Come on, honey. You have to eat something!” Mom insisted.
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Zack leaned over his plate. He grabbed an entire nebu-cake and shoved it into his mouth. A thin line of purple boingoberry syrup ran down his chin.
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“Dmvrum barimden,” he mumbled through a mouthful of food.


“Don’t talk with your mouth full,” said Mom.


Zack swallowed.


“Okay,” he said. “Gotta go. Can’t be late for school. The Sprockets Speedybus will be here any second. Bye, Mom!”
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“Have a good day at school,” Mom said.


Zack grabbed his jacket and his backpack and dashed out the front door. His twin sisters, Charlotte and Cathy, followed him outside.


“Bye, Mom. . . .”


“We’ll see you . . .”


“. . . after school,” said Charlotte and Cathy.


The school speedybus was waiting outside.


Now all I have to do is make it through the school day! Zack thought. Then he and his sisters climbed on board the bus.
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Chapter 2


Best Friends


Zack sat in his classroom at Sprockets Academy. He did his best to pay attention. His teacher, Ms. Rudolph, stood in front of the class. Her lesson was about the great Nebulon scientist Renur Lelo. Lelo had made many discoveries about Nebulon’s two suns and three moons.


“Renur Lelo tracked shadows on Nebulon and also those cast on the moons. That is how she made her amazing discoveries,” Ms. Rudolph explained.
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