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Chapter 1 Meet Marley


Amy twirled in an office chair as she read her book.

She was at her mom’s veterinary clinic, which was next door to their house. Gail, the vet assistant, did not work on Sundays. So Amy was helping out by greeting her mom’s patients.

So far, Dr. Purvis had seen a hamster with a cold. She had checked out a gecko with a poor appetite. And she had prescribed ear drops for a bunny’s ear infection.
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Now Dr. Purvis was in the exam room with a cat who wouldn’t stop scratching.

The waiting area was empty. Amy had time for another chapter of her book. She spun as she read. She flipped pages as she rolled. She pressed on the lever under the seat. The chair dropped to its lowest setting.
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Amy’s eyes scanned the lines of text. Something big was about to happen with the dog main character.

Yip! Yip-yip!
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Amy looked up from her book. That barking. It was real. And close by!

Yip! There it was again! It was coming from the other side of the front desk. But Amy couldn’t see over it. The office chair was still on its lowest setting.

Amy stood up.
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The woman who was standing there jumped in surprise. “Ah!”

That made Amy jump too. “Ah!”

“Sorry, I didn’t see you there!” the woman said with a laugh. “Hello, I’m Tara. This is Marley.”

Tara gestured down at the floor. “She’s here for a few shots.”

Amy peered over the desk. At the end of a red leash was a tiny beagle puppy.

Yip-yip! Marley looked up at Amy and wagged her tail.

Amy checked the appointment book. Marley’s name was written in the time slot right after the scratchy cat.

“My mom should be out in a few minutes,” Amy said. Then she peeked down at Marley again. “She’s so cute! Can I say hello?”

“Of course,” the woman said. “Marley is very friendly.”

Just then the woman’s cell phone rang. She looked down at the screen and sighed.
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“Oh, I have to take this call,” she said to Amy. “Would you mind holding on to Marley while I step outside?”

Amy beamed. “I’d be happy to!” she exclaimed.

Tara handed the leash to Amy. Then she hurried outside to answer her phone.
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Amy knelt down next to Marley. The puppy was up on her hind legs, sniffing the front desk.


[image: Image]


“What do you smell?” Amy asked her. She followed Marley’s gaze to a jar on top of the desk. It was filled with Fitter Critter healthy dog treats. “Aha,” Amy said. “You want a treat?”

Marley’s tail wagged a little faster. Amy opened the jar and took out one treat. She closed her hand around it. Then she knelt down next to Marley again. Amy let the puppy sniff her closed hand. But she didn’t open it… yet.

Amy had an idea.
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“Sit?” Amy said to Marley. “Do you know how to sit?”
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Chapter 2 New Puppy, New Tricks


Marley stayed standing. She licked at Amy’s hand and barked. Yip! Yip!

“Sit,” Amy said again.

But Marley just kept trying to get at the treat.

Amy pushed down gently on Marley’s behind. “Si-i-i-it,” Amy said slowly as she did that.

Suddenly Marley got the message. She tucked her hind legs underneath her body and sat.
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“Good girl!” Amy said enthusiastically. She broke the treat into two pieces. She gave one half to Marley, who gobbled it down. Then Marley stood up again. She licked at Amy’s hand.
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