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HIKING WASHINGTON






HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.

We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


FalconGuides

Reader Response/Editorial Department

246 Goose Lane, Suite 200

Guilford, CT 06437

Or you may e-mail us at editorial@falcon.com.



Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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INTRODUCTION



I’ve hiked a lot in Washington. With each new trip—whether it’s a 30-mile trek or a 2-mile stroll on a local rail trail—my sense of wonder at the landscape grows. The fluttering in my chest on the way to a beautiful spot isn’t dulled by frequent exposure to beauty, it grows stronger.

Many of Washington’s different ecosystems and landscapes are exceptional. The Olympic Peninsula has one of the largest protected landscapes, and the wildest coastline in the continental United States. The Cascades may not be impressive in elevation alone—much of the range is lower than the lowest point in Colorado—but the state has more than half of all the glaciers in the lower 48. The eastern, drier side of Washington is dominated by shrub-steppe terrain that was once part of the largest grassland in North America.

Volcanoes are prominent in the current landscape, and they also shaped the flatlands of Eastern Washington. Lava flow after lava flow piled up in the Columbia Basin in the Miocene and Pliocene epochs. During the end of the last ice age, some of the largest floods the world has ever seen poured out of Glacial Lake Missoula and carved deep canyons and potholes in the basin. The result left impressive canyons, coulees, and scablands all over the southeastern part of the state and left a path for the present-day Columbia River—another of Washington’s natural treasures and one of very few rivers to cut through a major mountain range.

There are a lot of amazing things to see here. The state’s beauty is as varied as it is grand. Where else can you ski snowfields in August and surf ocean waves in the same day, explore inland sand dunes one day and ancient forests the next? The staggering variety in terrain can be explored with hikes of all lengths. Often the state’s treasures are only a mile from a paved trailhead, or even just outside city limits.

The large protected areas in the Cascades and Olympics make it possible to walk until you’re days from the nearest road. The state’s mountain ranges are also seemingly at the perfect climate and latitude to be a petri dish for culturing eye-popping scenery. Huge snowfall and mild summers create glaciers. When you see the Cascades or Olympics in summer under a clear blue sky, the white glaciers complete them—a reminder of the long wet winters and improbable elevation of the mountains in our backyard. Flowers bloom just below these massive glaciers in many places. Wild coastline, pockets of desert wilderness, and wet and dry slopes offer different terrain and vegetation.

And while Washington is cold and snowy enough for our mountains to be framed by glaciers, summer thaws the mountain soil enough to allow a great variety and number of wildflowers to blossom in every color imaginable. This is a treat that our neighbors to the north don’t experience, at least not to the same degree.

If that’s not enough, wild mountains are surrounded by ocean and lonely desert. To truly appreciate Washington State’s beauty, you must experience the variety. Explore the deserts that are parched and dry thanks to the height of the Cascades. Wander the beaches and gaze offshore, where the storms that blanket our mountains begin.

The internet has plenty of resources to help plan a hike, so why write a guidebook? There are a couple reasons I thought this book would be a good idea. The first is the most simple: It’s nice to have something to bring on the trail—or at least to help you find the trail. More important, there are many outstanding trails in our state, so it’s helpful to have a collection of hikes picked by a selective author to show off the state’s variety. I tried to pick hikes that explore the most beautiful places in the state, while also trying to spread them throughout the state’s varied terrain. Some hikes in this book are simple strolls just beyond a paved parking lot. Others are long treks over high passes or beyond raging streams. That’s the attraction of Washington—beauty and adventure lurk deep in the mountain ranges, but also just beyond city limits.


WEATHER

Like everything else in the state, the weather is highly variable. The mountains and the west side of the state are overcast and drizzly for most of the year. Luckily, the prime hiking season and the best weather coincide. Summer in Washington can be dry for weeks or even months at a time. In the mountains, though, be prepared for rain even if it’s not in the forecast, and expect chilly nighttime temperatures even in summer. Big mountains, and especially the volcanoes, can create their own weather. Most Washington hikers don’t leave home without a rain jacket, no matter the season or the forecast.

In general, the closer you are to the coast, the more likely it is to rain. You can use the mountain ranges to your advantage, however. Frequently the weather on the east slopes of the Cascades and Olympics will be much drier than the west slopes. Snow in the Cascades and Olympics melts later than almost anywhere else in the lower 48. Some years you can hike high in the mountains in mid-June; other years you’ll encounter snow patches in the high country through August. If you’re unsure of the amount of snow in the mountains, call a ranger station. Luckily for Washington residents, the mountains are often visible from far away, and you can get a fairly good idea of how snowy the mountains are just by looking at them.

The snow that ends the hiking season is also fickle. Sometimes the mountains stay summery into October; other years, snowstorms blanket the mountains in the beginning of October.




FLORA AND FAUNA

The mighty Douglas fir is everywhere in Western Washington. These trees grow big, especially on the west side of the Olympics. Western red cedar and western hemlock are also common. In the mountains, subalpine fir and mountain hemlock join the Douglas firs. Pine trees march up the east slope of the mountains. Lodgepole, white, and ponderosa pines grow throughout Eastern Washington.

Other trees of interest include western larches and quaking aspens. Larches are treasured by Washington hikers. In fall their needles turn a brilliant gold before falling off. The needles are in their prime for one short week, known as “golden week” by their devotees. Larches are most common on the east slopes of the North Cascades, but they also thrive in the Kettle River Range, and a few spare larches grow in the Selkirk Mountains. Deciduous quaking aspens, which grow in some lowland valleys east of the mountains, also produce brilliant fall colors.

Shrub-steppe desert covers much of Southeast Washington. It’s a fragile cold-desert ecosystem that’s characterized by sagebrush and grasses. Wildflowers are prolific here in spring, including similar species as the alpine meadows but also a host of colorful species unique to these deserts. Washington even has a couple species of native cactus that grow in the shrub-steppe, including hedgehog and prickly pear.

Anywhere you go in Washington, you’ll find deer. Elk roam much of the state as well. Black bears and mountain goats are common in alpine meadows in summer. In recent years, some rare megafauna have shown signs of recovering. The state’s first confirmed gray wolf pack appeared in 2008. Today nine wolf packs roam the state, mostly in the northeast corner, with a few in the North and Central Cascades. Moose are also spreading south and west from the northeast, and about fifty grizzly bears currently live in the Washington Selkirks. After a half decade without a confirmed sighting in the North Cascades, a hiker photographed a grizzly bear south of the North Cascades Highway in 2011. Later sightings of an unusually large black bear with a grizzly-like humped back cast doubt on that sighting. No sightings have been reported since, but the federal government is studying the possibility of relocating grizzlies from Montana or British Columbia to the North Cascades.




WILDERNESS RESTRICTIONS AND REGULATIONS

More than 40 percent of the land in Washington is publicly owned. The majority of that is managed by the USDA Forest Service in the form of national forests or wilderness areas. This is where the majority of the hikes in this book are located. To park on forest service land, you’ll need to purchase a Northwest Forest Pass, which is good for a year. Washington State has three national parks: North Cascades, Mount Rainier, and Olympic. Some areas in these parks require that you purchase a day pass. In July 2011 Washington State began requiring an annual Discover Pass to park at state parks, Washington Department of Natural Resources land, and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife–managed land. There are very few trailheads in this book that don’t require a pass. Check with the appropriate government agency for current pricing.

Hikers are abundant in Washington. In most cases land managers have reacted to the potential wilderness overpopulation with reasonable regulations. National parks require permits for backcountry camping, and several quota areas exist in the parks. Be especially careful when planning backpacking trips in Olympic National Park, where nearly all the popular overnight destinations are quota areas that require a permit. In Olympic National Park, 50 percent of the campsites at quota areas can be reserved; the rest are given out on a first-come, first-served basis. You have to show up at a ranger station to get these spots.

Now, more than ever, it’s important to follow regulations and use common sense in the wilderness. Local trails have exploded with growth in the region and the inundation of social media.




HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each regional section begins with an introduction that gives you a sweeping look at the lay of the land. After this general overview, specific hikes within that region are described.

To aid in quick decision making, each hike chapter begins with a hike summary. These short summaries give you a taste of the hiking adventure to follow. You’ll learn about the trail terrain and what the route has to offer. Next you’ll find the quick, nitty-gritty details of the hike: where the trailhead is located, total hike length, approximate hiking time, difficulty rating, type of trail terrain, best hiking season, what other trail users you may encounter, trail schedules, whether a fee is required, and trail contacts (for updates on trail conditions). The “Finding the trailhead” section gives you dependable directions from a nearby city or town right down to where you’ll want to park your car. The hike description is the meat of the chapter; here you’ll get a detailed and honest, personally researched impression of the trail. Mileage cues in “Miles and Directions” identify all turns and trail name changes, as well as points of interest. The “Hike Information” section at the end of each hike is a hodgepodge of information. Here you’ll find local information resources through which you can learn more about the area, where to stay, where to eat, and what else to see while you’re hiking in the area.

Route maps show all the accessible roads and trails, points of interest, water features, towns, landmarks, and geographical features along the hike. They also distinguish trails from roads. The selected route is highlighted, and directional arrows point the way.








TRAIL FINDER



BEST HIKES FOR BACKPACKERS

5. Park Butte—Railroad Grade Moraine

6. Thunder Creek

9. Horseshoe Basin

13. Gothic Basin

29. Indian Heaven Loop

45. Flapjack Lakes

49. High Divide Loop

BEST SHORT HIKES

10. Tiffany Mountain

11. Lookout Mountain (Methow Valley)

17. Mirror Lake

22. Naches Peak Loop

23. High Rock Lookout

40. Ancient Lakes

46. Mount Ellinor

BEST HIKES FOR LAKE LOVERS

17. Mirror Lake

18. Rachel Lake and Rampart Lakes

19. Lake Ingalls

26. Twin Sisters Lakes and Tumac Mountain

45. Flapjack Lakes

49. High Divide Loop

BEST HIKES FOR PEAK-BAGGERS

1. Yellow Aster Butte

8. Hidden Lake Lookout

10. Tiffany Mountain

12 Mount Pilchuck

14. Beckler Peak

21. Burroughs Mountain: Second Burroughs Loop

23. High Rock Lookout

37. Shedroof Mountain

44. Oregon Butte

46. Mount Ellinor

50. Pete’s Creek to Colonel Bob Peak

BEST SNOW-FREE WINTER HIKES

3. Oyster Dome

6. Thunder Creek

15. Wallace Falls

30. Lewis River

32. Northrup Canyon Wall

40. Ancient Lakes

41. Cowiche Canyon

42. White Bluffs North Slope

52. Rialto Beach to Hole-in-the-Wall

53. Shi Shi Beach—Point of the Arches


BEST HIKES FOR BASE CAMPS

5. Park Butte—Railroad Grade Moraine

9. Horseshoe Basin

13. Gothic Basin

26. Twin Sisters Lakes and Tumac Mountain

27. Killen Creek Meadows

35. Sherman Peak Loop

48. Grand Valley

BEST HIKES FOR WILDFLOWERS

5. Park Butte—Railroad Grade Moraine

20. Summerland and Panhandle Gap

22. Naches Peak Loop

24. Snowgrass Flat and Goat Ridge Loop

38. Manastash Ridge—Ray Westberg Trail

BEST HIKES FOR GEOLOGY LOVERS

3. Oyster Dome

5. Park Butte—Railroad Grade Moraine

19. Lake Ingalls

24. Snowgrass Flat and Goat Ridge Loop

27. Killen Creek Meadows

28. Norway Pass

32. Northrup Canyon

40. Ancient Lakes

42. White Bluffs North Slope

52. Rialto Beach to Hole-in-the-Wall

BEST HIKES FOR WATERFALLS

15. Wallace Falls

18. Rachel Lake and Rampart Lakes

27. Killen Creek Meadows

30. Lewis River

31. Hamilton Mountain Loop

40. Ancient Lakes

49. High Divide Loop
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	Local/Forest Road
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	Unpaved Road
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	State Boundary
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	National Forest/Park
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	Wilderness/State Park
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	Featured Trail






	[image: chpt_fig_012.jpg]

	Trail
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	Off-Route Hike
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	Body of Water
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	Glacier
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	Marsh
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	River/Creek
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	Intermittent Stream
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	Waterfall






	[image: chpt_fig_020.jpg]

	Spring
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	Bench
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	Boat Ramp






	[image: chpt_fig_023.jpg]

	Bridge
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	Building/Point of Interest
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	Campground
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	Gate
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	Parking
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	Pass
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	Peak/Elevation
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	Picnic Area
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	Ranger Station/Park Office
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	Restroom
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	Scenic View
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	Trailhead
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	Tower/Lookout
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	Town
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	Power Line
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NORTH CASCADES



In the northern reaches of Washington’s Cascades, the range grows wider and the mountains get steeper and icier. The North Cascades have the highest concentration of glaciers in the continental United States. These glaciers carved and chiseled the tall peaks into endless spires, horns, and minarets. From one of the North Cascades’ many summits, the range appears to be a sea of pointed summits protruding through snow and ice. These peaks attract climbers from all over. Some of the most impressive terrain in this region is in North Cascades National Park. Here the high country is composed of towering bare-rock peaks that often have crevassed glaciers hanging from their shoulders.


[image: Hikers descend from Hidden Lake Lookout.]
Hikers descend from Hidden Lake Lookout.



In addition to the national park, several wilderness areas and national recreation areas protect this region, making for some huge unbroken tracts of wilderness. In many cases, wilderness designation protects not only the mountaintops and alpine ridges, but the long, forested river valleys at the foot of the range as well. The foresight that saved all that valuable timber now allows hikers to walk through valleys of ancient trees filled with streams and rivers of glacial melt. In general, the Cascade Range gets wider toward Canada. Long-distance hikers can find plenty of places to walk until they’re days from the nearest road. The Boundary Trail crosses the northern end of the range from the Pasayten Wilderness to Ross Lake in 107 miles of strenuous hiking.

Glacier Peak and Mount Baker, the region’s two volcanoes, are the tallest peaks in the North Cascades. The round domes are surrounded by subranges of sharp peaks, such as the Picket Range west of Ross Lake and the Monte Cristo group of peaks on the Mountain Loop Highway. At the south end of the region, between Snoqualmie and Stevens Passes, the Alpine Lakes Wilderness covers 394,000 acres of mountains, meadows, and lakes. Instead of glaciers, this wilderness is packed with sparkling lakes and pools. Expect company on hikes in the southern parts of the North Cascades—fantastic trails are little more than an hour from Seattle.

The Pasayten Wilderness, in the northeast corner of the North Cascades, is a sprawling wonderland of grassy tundra and rounded, 8,000-foot-tall mountains. Unlike the rest of the North Cascades, the peaks here are generally easy to climb, and mixed forests of pines and firs cover the valleys. The Wenatchee Mountains, running east to west in the southeastern end of the North Cascades, are another anomaly in the Cascades. This subrange includes the Stuart Range and the Enchantment Lakes. The Wenatchee Mountains are composed mostly of the Mount Stuart Batholith, which is a huge mass of uniform gray granite. The rock and dry weather make this range similar to California’s Sierra Nevada.

While trails are officially open year-round in these mountains, the trails are generally buried deep in snow throughout the winter and are therefore unhikeable during that time.





1 YELLOW ASTER BUTTE


WHY GO?

You’ll see grand views and colorful flowers from every step of this trail, but the scenery peaks at the blueberry-covered summit. From here your eyes can wander the stunning naked cliffs of the American and Canadian Border Peaks, the glassy tarns in the meadow beneath the butte, or the icy masses of Mounts Baker and Shuksan. Thanks to its gentle grade and constant sensory stimulation, the trail to Yellow Aster Butte is one of the most pleasant hikes in the North Cascades.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Trailhead on the left (north) side of FR 3065

Distance: 8.0 miles out and back

Hiking time: About 5 hours

Difficulty: Difficult due to elevation gain and sections of snowy trail

Trail surface: Dirt trail with patches of snow near the top

Elevation gain: 2,500 feet

Land status: National forest, federal wilderness area

Nearest town: Glacier

Best season: July through Oct

Other trail users: None

Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed

Fees and permits: Northwest Forest Pass required to park at trailhead

Maps: USGS Mount Larrabee; Green Trails no. 14, Mt. Shuksan

Trail contacts: Mount Baker Ranger District; (360) 856-5700; www.fs.usda.gov/mbs

Other: No camping allowed on the trail; camp only in established sites at the lakes under the butte. Campfires are prohibited, group size restrictions of 12 people in wilderness. There are no backcountry toilets along the trail or at the camps. Visitors are required to pack out all waste, including human waste.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_040.jpg] From Bellingham go east on the Mount Baker Highway (WA 542) 46 miles to FR 3065 (signed “Twin Lakes Road”). The road is behind the Department of Transportation’s Shuksan maintenance facility. Continue north on FR 3065 for 4.3 miles until you reach the trailhead and a privy at a switchback. Parking is available on the road shoulder before and after the trailhead. GPS: N48 56.58' / W121 39.69'






THE HIKE

It’s such a pleasure to hike near volcanoes. Views of Mount Baker, just 15 miles away, start less than 0.5 mile into this hike. Mount Shuksan, its neighbor to the east, soon joins it on the skyline, and the views only get better as you climb. The hike is 8.0 miles long, but those miles fly by thanks to stunning alpine scenery. The trail climbs continuously, but it never gets very steep. Maybe it’s the refreshing berries along the way or the ample views and wildflowers, but the trail is a joy from start to finish. Bring bug spray, as the mosquitoes and flies are notoriously bad here.

As the name suggests, Yellow Aster Butte is surrounded by gardens of wildflowers. But you probably won’t see yellow asters. Both purple asters and yellow daisies grow in clumps along the trail, so that’s good enough. Yellow Aster Butte is home to gorgeous color all year long, whether it’s the array of wildflowers that fill the meadows near the top of the butte, the blueberry and mountain ash displaying brilliant wine-colored foliage in fall, or the white and blue tarns in different stages of thawing below the butte.


[image: Canadian Border Peak, American Border Peak, and Mount Larrabee from Yellow Aster Butte]
Canadian Border Peak, American Border Peak, and Mount Larrabee from Yellow Aster Butte



A lawn of blueberries and heather grow atop the butte. From this vantage, the most impressive peaks are Mounts Baker and Shuksan to the south, the bare cliff faces of the American Border Peak, the Canadian Border Peak, and Mount Larrabee to the north, and Goat Mountain to the southeast. Tomyhoi Peak is the complicated mass of rock to the northwest with the waterfall roaring through a narrow gap in its rocks. Tomyhoi is a favorite among climbers, who access the mountain from the Yellow Aster Butte Trail.

The best views are from the top of the butte, but the euphoria of endless beauty surrounds the trail. Many hikers never reach the top of Yellow Aster Butte because there is so much to see and explore along the way. This hike is entirely without boring sections—no long switchbacks without views, no flat marches with unchanging scenery.

A dense, low jungle of fireweed, false hellebore, thimbleberry, and cow parsnip blanket the lower slopes of Yellow Aster Butte. After kicking up dust onto the brushy flowers, you’ll hike through a patchy forest of silver and Douglas firs. As the trail climbs, the trees shrink and you begin traverses through meadows of asters, lupines, scarlet columbines, Indian paintbrush, monkey flowers, and bear grass that are soon joined by heather and blueberries at higher elevations. Color explodes from the vegetation all season long. Two miles below the summit, you reach a junction with the trail to Tomyhoi Lake. It goes right, climbing Gold Run Pass before descending 1,500 feet to the big lake. The meadow surrounding this junction or, better yet, the top of Gold Run Pass makes an excellent place to stop for photos, snacks, or lunch.



[image: chpt_fig_042.jpg]


The blueberries at Yellow Aster Butte are bountiful and tasty. They start in the meadow below Gold Run Pass, and you can find them near the trail from here to the very top of the butte, where in fall they color the round butte in a deep, dark scarlet.

At nearly 4.0 miles from the trailhead, the trail splits. The left path goes toward the tarn-filled meadow below the butte. Here you’ll find reflective tarns surrounded by snow and even more berry bushes and wildflowers. Campsites are plentiful here. A walk toward the cone-shaped peak to the south or toward Tomyhoi Peak will reveal more and more places to pitch a tent. Stay on the trail, as wandering boots have stamped parts of the meadow into oblivion in recent years.

The final spur to the butte is steep and direct, but it’s worth the sweat for the 360-degree views. An informal trail goes between here and the slightly higher point to the north, but it’s a trail more suited to goats than humans.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	
0.0 Start at the Tomyhoi Lake/Yellow Aster Butte Trailhead off FR 3065. The trail starts behind a pit toilet at a bend in the road.

	
0.3 Views of Mount Baker begin shortly after entering the Mount Baker Wilderness.

	
1.5 Cross a boggy area and pass a campsite on the right.

	
1.9 Bear left to follow the Yellow Aster Butte Trail at the junction. To the right, the Tomyhoi Lake Trail continues to climb up Gold Run Pass Trail and down to Tomyhoi Lake.

	
3.8 Turn right (north) for the final climb up the butte, or go left (southwest) to reach the campsites at the lakes below Yellow Aster Butte.

	
4.0 Reach the summit of Yellow Aster Butte. Return the way you came.

	
8.0 Arrive back at the trailhead.






HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mt. Baker Foothills Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 866, Maple Falls 98266; (360) 599-1518; mtbakerchamber.org




LODGING

USDA Forest Service Douglas Fir Campground; (360) 599-2714; www.fs.usda.gov/mbs




RESTAURANTS

Graham’s Restaurant, 9989 Mt. Baker Hwy., Glacier; (360) 599-3663

Wake ’N Bakery, 6903 Bourne St., Glacier; (360) 599-1658









2 SKYLINE DIVIDE


WHY GO?

The views of Mount Baker from Skyline Divide are spectacular, but the vibrant color of the wildflowers outshines the volcano’s icy glaciers. The divide is one long meadow packed with flowers. After the initial climb through old-growth forest with patches of lupines, the trail reaches the Skyline Divide. From here the trail swoops up and down on a tall, flowery ridge leading toward the foot of the Hadley Glacier.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Parking lot at the end of FR 37

Distance: 8.8 miles out and back

Hiking time: About 2 hours to the divide; 5 hours to the trail’s end

Difficulty: Moderate due to length

Trail surface: Dirt trail

Elevation gain: 1,500 feet to the divide; 2,200 feet to the end of the trail

Land status: National recreation area, federal wilderness area

Nearest town: Glacier

Best season: July through Oct

Other trail users: Stock and saddle, July 1 through Oct 31

Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed

Fees and permits: Northwest Forest Pass required to park at the trailhead

Maps: USGS Mount Baker; Green Trails no. 13, Mt. Baker

Trail contacts: Mount Baker Ranger District; (360) 856-5700; www.fs.usda.gov/mbs

Other: Use existing campsites, campfires are prohibited. Group size restriction of 12 in wilderness. There are no backcountry toilets along the trail or at camps. Visitors are required to pack out all waste, including human and pet waste. Skyline Divide is a dry ridge; there is no water after snowmelt except at Deadhorse Creek, 4 miles in.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_040.jpg] From Bellingham go east on the Mount Baker Highway (SR 542) 25 miles to the Glacier Public Service Center, just past the town of Glacier. At 0.7 mile past the Glacier Public Service Center, turn right onto Glacier Creek Road (FR 39). Immediately turn left onto FR 37 and follow this road for 12.6 miles. For the first 6 miles the road follows the North Fork Nooksack River. After that, it begins climbing steeply to the trailhead. GPS: N48 52.88' / W121 51.87'






THE HIKE

The Skyline Divide Trail is a fantastic walk along an airy ridge, starting deep in the forest north of Mount Baker. The trail begins by contouring uphill through old-growth forest. The big, dense forest is a nice appetizer to the lofty ridge the trail leads to. The path is wide, uniform, and easy to follow as it parts the sea of mountain hemlocks and Douglas firs. After 1.0 mile or so, the trail breaks out of the stately trees into lush meadows of false hellebore, lupines, yellow daisies, and cow parsnip, punctuated by the occasional grove of stunted trees. Enter Mount Baker Wilderness at about 1.5 miles.

Two miles from the trailhead, you reach a broad ridgetop meadow where you’re treated to excellent views of Mounts Baker and Shuksan. These are some of the best views along


[image: Big fir trees on the climb to Skyline Divide]
Big fir trees on the climb to Skyline Divide



the ridge, and you can turn around here for a short hike. For a longer walk, keep going through fields of abundant flowers toward Mount Baker. You can keep trekking as far as you like. In fact, ascents of Mount Baker have been attempted from Skyline Divide up the Hadley Glacier. The big volcano is close enough that you can reach out and touch it. It is the second most glaciated mountain in the Cascades, behind Mount Rainier, and is home to ten main glaciers.


Mount Baker is one of the snowiest places on Earth. In 1999 the Mount Baker Ski Area, between Mount Shuksan and Mount Baker, set the world record for most snowfall in a single season with 95 feet of snow.



The trail dances through the sky on Mount Baker’s north flank. The flowers and the volcano duel for your attention. In clear weather, this hike has some of the best views of Mount Baker you’ll find anywhere. When overcast, you can look down through shifting clouds to year-round snow patches and mountain meadows and enjoy the flower show right at your feet. Bring bug spray, as the mosquitoes and flies are notoriously bad here.

Walking along the divide is almost like flying. The 6,000-foot-tall ridge falls away toward Deadhorse Creek to the east and Thompson Creek to the west. The ridge itself meets a northern flank of Mount Baker at Hadley Glacier. Grouse roam the ridge along with you; so do occasional bears. Overhead, hawks soar and hunt.

On your way south from the first viewpoint atop the divide, there is just one important junction to watch for. The trail forks 3.3 miles from the trailhead. The left (east) path appears much more popular, but it veers off the ridge and dead-ends in 1.0 mile or so at Deadhorse Creek. This is a fine place to camp and has water all summer, but for better views and flowers, go right. This junction tricks many hikers, because the main trail starts out steep and loose and is less appealing than the trail down to Deadhorse Creek. After the first scramble, the trail levels out and becomes easy to follow.

The ridge constantly meanders up and down, with 500-foot dips and climbs, until it reaches a high point (6,535 feet) on the ridge 4.4 miles from the trailhead. At evening on the divide, Bellingham Bay and Puget Sound glow as the sun sinks into the Olympic Mountains. Mount Baker reflects the pink light of sunset and sunrise.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	
0.0 Start at the trailhead on FR 37.

	
2.0 Come out of the trees and arrive at Skyline Divide. (Option: Turn around here for a 4.0-mile round-trip.)

	
2.6 Pass a trail on the left that leads to the top of a knoll.

	
3.3 Reach the junction with the trail to Chowder Basin. Go right up a short, steep hill to stay on the Skyline Divide Trail.

	
4.1 Pass a tent site in a sheltered saddle below a knoll.

	
4.4 Arrive at the top of a knoll at 6,535 feet. Return the way you came.

	
8.8 Arrive back at the trailhead.





[image: chpt_fig_044.jpg]





HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mt. Baker Foothills Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 866, Maple Falls 98266; (360) 599-1518; mtbakerchamber.org




LODGING

USDA Forest Service Douglas Fir Campground; (360) 599-2714; www.fs.usda.gov/mbs




RESTAURANTS

Graham’s Restaurant, 9989 Mt. Baker Hwy., Glacier; (360) 599-3663

Wake ’N Bakery, 6903 Bourne St., Glacier, (360) 599-1658




OTHER RESOURCES

Koma Kulshan: The Story of Mount Baker, by John C. Miles









3 OYSTER DOME


WHY GO?

Oyster Dome pokes its bald head above the beautiful lowland forests of the Chuckanut Range between Bellingham and the Skagit Valley. The view of the San Juan Islands and Samish Bay and Skagit farmland from Oyster Dome is incredible. The shimmering water is dotted with infinite islands. Some are just big enough for a seagull to take a nap on; others are as tall as Oyster Dome’s summit. The best part? You can hike this beautiful trail nearly year-round.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Trailhead on Chuckanut Drive

Distance: 4.2 miles out and back

Hiking time: About 3.5 hours

Difficulty: Moderate due to elevation gain and steep sections

Trail surface: Dirt trail

Elevation gain: 900 feet

Land status: Washington Department of Natural Resources

Nearest town: Burlington

Best season: Year-round; more pleasant when it’s dry

Other trail users: None

Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed

Fees and permits: Discover Pass required to park at trailhead

Map: USGS Bow

Trail contacts: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Northwest Region; (360) 856-3500; dnr.wa.gov




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_040.jpg] From exit 240 on I-5, 11 miles north of Burlington, head west on Lake Samish Road for 0.2 mile. Take the first left onto Barrel Springs Road. In 0.7 mile, turn right onto a dirt road signed “Blanchard Forest Block.” Continue on this road for 3.8 miles, bearing left in 1.6 miles to pass a yellow gate, following the sign for “Samish Overlook.” The Department of Natural Resources opens the gate one hour before sunset and closes it one hour after. GPS: N48 36.60' / W122 25.57'

For the Chuckanut Drive trailhead: From Burlington drive 10 miles north on Chuckanut Drive (WA 11). The trailhead is on the right (east) between mileposts 10 and 11. Park on the shoulder across from the trailhead. From Bellingham go 10 miles south on Chuckanut Drive to reach the trailhead. GPS: N48 36.49' / W121 25.99'
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