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  PREFACE.




  “Si vis pacem, para bellum!”




   




  “Let him who is desirous of peace prepare himself for war.” Thus runs the proverb which sums up the experiences and history of the most powerful Empire of old. If this maxim held good in the old Roman days, how much more applicable is it to the present time, when war-clouds are darkening the horizon, and threaten to burst in ruin and devastation on all nations who have not heeded the warning! There are, however, few who have not heeded it, and the governments of all nations have been for some time, and are still, reorganising their Armies and bringing them to a high state of efficiency in accordance with the experience taught them by the great wars of the last thirty years.




  It is therefore necessary for all who take an interest in military matters, or in foreign politics, to become acquainted with the strength and organisation of the armed forces of the different European Powers, for it is only by a study of these Armies that we get to know the relative value of our own.
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  ARMY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.[1]





  The British Army is constructed on a purely original system. It is like no other army in the world, and for this very good reason, that there is no empire in the world like the British Empire.




  The British Empire.




  Great Britain and Ireland alone do not constitute the Empire. India, Australia, Canada, the Cape, and shoals of other colonies in every quarter of the globe, all help to build it up, and for its defence we must have an Imperial Army constructed to fit it. Let us see what we have got.




  The first thing that strikes us about the Army is that, although of a decent size, it is not by any means too large—in fact, some people say that it is nothing like large enough. That, however, is a question which chiefly concerns the British taxpayer and his pocket, and with which we have nothing to do at this moment, so we will confine ourselves to contemplating its actual size.




  The Empire contains, roughly, over 9,000,000 of square miles, and over 326,000,000 of inhabitants. To defend these we have an Army which numbers roughly as follows:—




  Strength of Imperial Army.




  

    

      

        	

          Regular Forces

        



        	

          202,000

        

      




      

        	

          1st and 2nd Class Reserves

        



        	

          57,000

        

      




      

        	

          Militia and Militia Reserve

        



        	

          134,000

        

      




      

        	

          Yeomanry

        



        	

          11,000

        

      




      

        	

          Volunteers

        



        	

          224,000

        

      




      

        	

          Colonial Forces

        



        	

          84,000

        

      




      

        	

          Indian Native Army

        



        	

          152,000

        

      


    

  




  altogether, 864,000 men at the outside. This apparently large number, however, includes every single able-bodied man, British or Native, who has been trained to bear arms: the Regular Army forms not quite a quarter of it. Taken altogether, this gives an average of about 1 combatant to 350 non-combatants—not a large proportion. Germany’s proportion is 1 to 99. This is a large proportion, it is true, but then she is threatened by powerful enemies on her eastern and western frontiers, whereas we are an island, and look to our Navy as the first line of defence. This being so, we can do with a moderately small Army, and need not (yet) have recourse to the system of all other European countries—namely, universal conscription.




  

    [image: ] 



    Mounted Infantry.  (Tropical Field Kit.)


  




   




  It is absolutely necessary, however, that we should follow the principle which underlies the military systems of all countries, whether their armies are composed of conscripts or not. This principle is that of keeping a small number of troops under arms in peace-time, with a large reserve of trained men ready to be called out in case of war. In our case, the small number under arms in peace-time is represented by the Active Army, both British, Indian, and Colonial,[2] and the large reserve by the 1st and 2nd Class Army Reserves, the Militia, the Militia Reserve, the Yeomanry, and the Volunteers.




  Before starting on the details of these different forces, it would be as well to give the mode of enlistment and terms of service of the British soldier, with a slight sketch of his history.




  Recruit­ment.




  The system of recruitment throughout the Army is that of voluntary enlistment. As mentioned above, we are the only country in Europe whose soldiers are thus enlisted. The subjects of all other European countries are liable to be enrolled in the army whether they like it or not, and, as a rule, they do not like it. This voluntary enlistment is a great advantage for us in one way, in that only those need be soldiers who want to be; but, on the other hand, the strength of our Army is chiefly dependent on the number of men who happen to fancy soldiering, and this is hardly a matter for congratulation. Up till now, the system has sufficed: let us hope we shall never have to change it.
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    Cavalry.  (Tropical Field Kit.)


  




   




  It is not generally known that there exists an Act[3] which has to be suspended annually by Parliament (or else it would now be in force), by which the Crown is empowered to raise by ballot as many men as may be necessary for the Army. In other words, the country is liable to conscription, as far as may be determined by the Crown’s advisers. This Act has, however, not been enforced since 1815. N.B.—This mode of raising troops must not be confounded with the “Embodiment of the Militia,” of which more hereafter.
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    Officers of Highland Light  Infantry and Argyll and  Sutherland Highlanders.


  




   




  Recruiting is carried out by paid recruiters (non-commissioned officers) in the different districts. Formerly, the recruiting-sergeant used to clinch the bargain with the would-be recruit by presenting him with a shilling, on which the recruit usually got drunk. The “Queen’s Shilling” has, however, been done away with, and the recruit has now to get drunk at his own expense.




  After going through certain formalities and answering certain questions before a magistrate, the recruit signs his “attestation-paper,” and is then considered as enlisted.




  The terms of service are, as a rule, seven years with the colours and five years thereafter in the Reserve. There are a few exceptions to this; men joining the Household Cavalry, Colonial Corps,[4] and one or two other smaller branches of the Service, enlist for twelve years with the colours; men for the Royal Engineers or Foot Guards have the alternative of the usual term, or three years with the colours and nine years in the Reserve; whilst the Army Service Corps and Medical Staff Corps men and a few others serve for only three years with the colours and a varying term of years in the Reserve.




  Recruits, at the date of their enlistment, must have the physical equivalent of 19 years of age, must be at least 5 ft.4 in. high, and must have a minimum chest-measurement of 33 inches.[5]




  Re-engagements up to seven or twelve years with the colours are permitted in most, and up to twenty-one years in special, cases.




  Sketch of the History of Our Army.




  At a very early period of English history every able-bodied man was bound to take up arms in the event of a civil war or invasion. He was, however, only liable to serve in his own county. This force thus formed was called the General Levy.




  During the Middle Ages the feudal system was in force, i.e., the retainers, tenants, and vassals of every knight were required to attend their master if he went to fight abroad. The knights in their turn were bound to attend the king when he went to fight abroad, and thus a very respectable army was formed for the time being. This army, i.e., the knights and their followers, was called the Feudal Levy. Towards the end of the sixteenth century, members of the General Levy were told off for the service and defence of the Crown. They were trained and exercised in the profession of arms, and received the name of Trained Bands. The Honourable Artillery Company, a similar force, was raised about this time. The Sovereign could, if necessary, hire additional mercenary soldiers to assist him in war, and these were paid by Parliament. The Civil War, however, in Charles I.’s reign, upset the general military system, and for some time there was no National Army.
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    Officer, 5th (Northumberland)  Fusiliers.


  




   




  On the Restoration, in 1660, considerable changes and improvements took place. The Feudal Levy was abolished, the General Levy became the Militia, and the foundations were laid of the present Standing Army.




  It may be news to some people that the “raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace is against law,” but such is the fact. Parliament has every year to specially notify its consent to a standing army; otherwise the Army would cease to exist.




  Since Charles II’s time, the Standing Army has gradually been increasing and improving. Voluntary enlistment dates from his reign, but it apparently has not always been sufficiently productive of men, for we find in the last century that debtors and criminals were obliged to serve in the ranks, in order to keep the Army up to strength. The pressgang was also in force till 1780. It is hardly astonishing then that some, nay, a great many, ill-educated people have been taught, by means of traditions handed down from their great-grandfathers, to look upon the Army as a sink of iniquity, and that they still hold extraordinary and utterly unreasonable views on the subject. They need be under no apprehension about letting their sons and relations enlist. The Army is now composed of a very good class of men, drawn chiefly from the labouring and not from the criminal classes (as some people seem to imagine). The proportion of educated recruits is rapidly increasing, a better class of men is now enlisting, and the military crime of to-day is absurdly small as compared with that of twenty years ago, and is still decreasing.




  Organisa­tion.




  The Active Army is divided into—




  

    	The Regular Army;




    	The Native Indian Army; and




    	The Colonial Forces.


  




  1. The Regular Army consists of Cavalry, Artillery, Engineers, and Infantry; besides these are the non-combatant branches, consisting of the Army Service Corps, the Ordnance Store Corps, the Medical Staff Corps, the Pay, Medical, Chaplains, and Veterinary Departments, and a few more.




  Cavalry.




  The Cavalry consists of 31 regiments, including—




  

    

      

        	

          2

        



        	

          Regiments of Life Guards (Household Cavalry).

        

      




      

        	

          1

        



        	

          Regiment of Royal Horse Guards (Blues) (Household Cavalry).

        

      




      

        	

          7

        



        	

          Regiments of Dragoon Guards (1st to 7th).

        

      




      

        	

          3

        



        	

          Regiments of Dragoons (1st, 2nd, and 6th).

        

      




      

        	

          5

        



        	

          Regiments of Lancers (5th, 9th, 12th, 16th, and 17th).

        

      




      

        	

          13

        



        	

          Regiments of Hussars (3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 13th to 15th, and 18th to 21st inclusive).

        

      


    

  




  The British Cavalry is the smartest in the world. In the Cavalry of nearly all foreign armies, Germany for instance, and France, the horses are trained to a degree that is unheard of in the English arm; thus their men require but little skill in riding, and may be described as good soldiers on horseback. Ours, on the contrary, are born horsemen, and do not need to have their horses so thoroughly trained. The consequence is that when our men find themselves in a predicament not provided for by the Regulations, their natural qualities stand them in good stead, and by their brilliant riding and dash they turn to good account a situation which might otherwise offer serious difficulties. The British Cavalry is divided into Heavy, Medium, and Light, according to the size and weight of the men. The Household Cavalry, 1st and 2nd Dragoons, are heavy, and are never quartered abroad, the Hussars are light, and all the rest are medium Cavalry.
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    Sergeant-Drummer,  Coldstream Guards.


  




   




  The Life Guards, Dragoon Guards (except the 6th), Dragoons, and 16th Lancers wear scarlet, the remainder of the Cavalry dark blue, tunics.




  The Life Guards and Blues are the only regiments who wear cuirasses, and these they would probably leave behind on active service. They, the Dragoon Guards and the Dragoons (except the 2nd Scots Greys, who wear bearskins), wear steel or brass helmets, with plumes varying in colour according to the regiment. The Lancers wear the well-known Lancer cap, with the scarlet[6] “plastron” in front of their tunics. The Hussars wear the busby, with busby-bag and plume of different colours according to the regiment; and they have also six rows of yellow braid across the front of the tunic. All the Cavalry wear dark blue pantaloons[7] or overalls, with red, white, or yellow stripes, and the Household Cavalry has in addition white leather breeches and jackboots for full dress. The Cavalry forage-cap is a small round one, and always worn over the right ear.




  Their arms are sword and carbine throughout; the Lancer regiments in addition carry the lance of male bamboo, and with a red and white pennon. The Cavalry carbine is of the Martini-Henry pattern, with a bore of ·450 in.; it is sighted up to 1,000 yds., and is a first-rate little weapon.




  The establishment of a Cavalry Squadron (2 troops) in the field is:—




  

    

      

        	

          6

        



        	

          officers,

        

      




      

        	

          16

        



        	

          non-commissioned officers, and

        

      




      

        	

          122

        



        	

          rank and file, of whom 26 are dismounted, and

        

      




      

        	

          144

        



        	

          horses, including draught-horses.

        

      


    

  




  A Regiment (4 squadrons) is composed of:—




  

    

      

        	

          1

        



        	

          lieutenant-colonel,

        

      




      

        	

          3

        



        	

          majors,

        

      




      

        	

          6

        



        	

          captains,

        

      




      

        	

          16

        



        	

          subalterns, and 6 other officers, including adjutant, quartermaster, surgeon, paymaster, and 2 “vets.”

        

      




      

        	

          75

        



        	

          N.C.O.’s,

        

      




      

        	

          666

        



        	

          rank and file, and

        

      




      

        	

          614

        



        	

          horses.

        

      


    

  




  A Cavalry Brigade numbers 3 regiments, and details altogether 114 officers, 2,280 men, and 2,200 horses.




  A Cavalry Division numbers 2 brigades (6 regiments), 2 batteries Horse Artillery, 1 battalion Mounted Infantry, and details altogether 325 officers, 6,600 men, and 6,500 horses.




  Artillery.




  The Artillery forms one “Royal Regiment,” consisting of:—




  

    

      

        	

          20

        



        	

          Batteries of Royal Horse Artillery,

        

      




      

        	

          80

        



        	

          Batteries of Field Artillery,

        

      




      

        	

          10

        



        	

          Mountain Batteries, and

        

      




      

        	

          96

        



        	

          Garrison Batteries,

        

      


    

  




  with several depôts and 3 depôt batteries for their maintenance and supply. The Horse and Field Batteries are formed into groups of 2 or 3 batteries, chiefly for tactical reasons, called Brigade Divisions, each under a lieutenant-colonel.




  A Horse Artillery Battery consists of 1 major, 1 captain, 3 subalterns, 21 N.C.O.’s, and 160 men (of which 73 are drivers), 193 horses, 6 guns, 6 ammunition wagons, and 7 other wagons.




  A Field Artillery Battery of much the same, but with 9 men and 52 horses less.




  The guns in use are at present of four different patterns:—




  

    

      

        	



        	

          Weight of Shell.

        



        	

          Calibre.

        



        	

          Sighted up to.

        



        	

          Are Armed with it.

        

      




      

        	

          a

        



        	

          12 lbs.

        



        	

          3 in.

        



        	

          5,000 yds.

        



        	

          14 R. H. A. and 29 



          F. A. batteries.

        

      




      

        	

          b

        



        	

          13 lbs.

        



        	

          3 in.

        



        	

          4,800 yds.
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