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INTRODUCTION:

There are lots of college books that tell you how to do stuff that you really should know how to do, like how to choose a course or survive your freshman year. But have you ever wondered about the things that you really should NOT know how to do, like how to binge drink on a budget, major in laziness, plagiarize without getting caught, or treat your folks like an ATM?

Do you know how to find a campus booty call, sell your organs for beer money, swallow a goldfish, hack the library computers, or kidnap the Dean? Now we're not suggesting that you go out and start being a lawless troublemaker, but that doesn't stop you from being curious about how it's done, right? This book has been written in the same spirit as one might sell a chainsaw to a brain surgeon — the information will pique your curiosity, but we hope that you'll never have occasion to use it.

In this outrageous handbook, 101 college related activities are subjected to impartial peer review, from the ridiculous to the downright illegal. Many are about living it large; some are dangerous; others will get you arrested, injured, or, worse yet, expelled — it takes you on an intellectual, emotional, physical, and spiritual odyssey beyond reason without stopping for pee breaks to experience moral and philosophical challenges that are so out there that you'll never need to consult a course syllabus again.


NOTICE: TO ALL ALUMNI 00567823

Certain sections of this book deal with activities and devices that would be in violation of various federal, state, and local laws if actually carried out or constructed. We do not advocate the breaking of any law. This information is for entertainment purposes only. We recommend that you contact your local law enforcement officials before undertaking any project based upon any information obtained from this book. We do not guarantee that any of the information contained in this book is correct, workable, or factual. We are not responsible for, nor do we assume any liability for, damages resulting from the use of any information in this book.
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1. Choose a Party School:
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College is life's way of saying, “Let's party!” So, high-octane partying should be your top priority when choosing one. You have the rest of your life to get an education or become a corporate drone, but never again will you have the opportunity to get blitzed in the company of thousands of your peers.

What Is There to Do Around Here?

Visit a potential college, grab some students and ask, “What is there to do around here?” The only answer you want to hear is: “Nothing else but friggin' party man. You look thirsty. Would you like one of my beers?”

An exception to this rule is University of California Santa Barbara, which also offers chilling on a beach — awesome. That means getting buzzed on sand, dude. Check it out. On the flip-side of the weather, places like Montana State that get snowed in up in the mountains become true party schools out of necessity — plus they have really cold beer. Alternatively, head into the sticks — at those colleges everyone grows their own weed.

What's Your Scene?

Decide what kind of party scene you enjoy: on campus, at the bars, or tailgating around a big game — or all of the above. If you visit at 2:30 P.M. on a Tuesday afternoon and everyone is trashed, then you've truly hit party gold.

At big football colleges, partying is focused on tailgating before and after the Saturday game. However, at some football schools many students wise up and only really go for the fourth quarter. And at schools like Florida State, where most of the games are at night, you can spend the whole day getting wasted.

If the town doesn't have at least thirty rocking bars, preferably on the same street, then choose a college with a bigger town. Also the bars need to stay open well into the morning.

For a wild frat party scene you can't get much better than DePauw University (Greencastle, Indiana) or Washington and Lee University (Lexington, Virginia). If you like getting wasted in the dorms, you can likely find that at any college. Check out some of the bigger state schools where there are so many students the Ras will have a hard time tracking you down.

Putang and Pizza

Lots of colleges boast the hottest women, but if you drink enough beer nearly ALL the women are hot. And make sure local pizza delivery runs 24-7. Because nothing beats a large pepperoni after a night of drinking and hooking up.

Special Events

Major holidays like Halloween must be a total blur. Ohio University has an insane Halloween party. And at UConn (University of Connecticut), Spring Weekend sees 50,000 drunken revellers packing into a huge parking lot with hundreds of kegs. Ask around and unless the college throws the kind of events where the police have to close down ten blocks, take your business elsewhere.
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2. Write the Best Admissions Essay Ever:
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Year after year competition for spots at the top schools gets harder:Harvard rejects about eleven applicants for each one it accepts. Lots of students have similar backgrounds and grades, so a stunning admissions essay can make the difference between getting a place in the college of your choice, or growing old stacking shelves in your hometown. The sole purpose of your essay is to convince the admissions officer that you are what they want.

Answer the Question

If the essay is expected to answer an assigned question use it to demonstrate critical thinking and express your personality and your strengths with simple but expressive language. Show who you are, what you think, what you can offer, and why you chose that particular college. If you need to use a thesaurus, it's a warning that you have nothing much to say.

Keep It Real

Avoid extravagant claims, or cheesy aspirations (like your passion for world peace, or racial harmony, or how your courage and leadership helped your team win the state championship). Real achievements and genuine convictions should be expressed in an honest and direct way. Admissions staff only offer places to applicants they connect with, so anything that isn't an impressive yet personable version of the real you isn't going to cut it. Express appropriate personal details, but save your embarrassingly personal information like mental health problems and family tragedies for your Real World audition tape.

BU

Above all, be you. Don't be quirky or silly. Be original. There is nothing as refreshing as someone with the self-assurance to show who they are in a confident and open way. Avoid gimmicks and don't mention GPAs or standardized test scores. What makes you different from everyone else, and what are your major accomplishments, and why do they matter? Provide concrete examples to back up your argument.

Restrained Passion

Discuss your future goals and aspirations. If you have a passion, express it with charm and intelligence. Genuine enthusiasm is very memorable.

Spelling and Punctuation

Spelling mistakes and bad grammar will make you appear ignorant, period. Check and double check your work to remove all grammatical errors.








3. Ace Your Admissions Interview:

The admissions interview is your opportunity to show that they broke the mold when they made you — that you are a one-off, a nugget of gold in a dirty pile of panhandled slag, or at the very least, a limited edition. You'll get asked a bunch of achingly predictable questions, so prepare some original answers that reveal the real you. Oh, and be prepared to lie your ass off.

Tell Me About a Challenge You Overcame

Always make one up. Unless your mother is a crack whore and your father sells drugs on street corners, your major life challenges to date have only been what color pencil-case to buy, or which member of the Jonas Brothers you'd most like to beat up. Tell them you just ran with the bulls, or like Lindsay Lohan you managed to get all your rehab out of the way before you reached the legal drinking age. That's impressive.
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Tell Me About Yourself

Here is a great open-ended softball you can whack into the bleachers. Tell them three amazing facts about yourself — you collect your toenail clippings; you play Mafia Wars for four hours every day; you keep a six-pound candle made from your own ear wax in your bedroom, etc.

Why Do You Want to Come to This College?

Be honest and explain that you are hoping to get laid plenty and then make lots of money after you graduate. They'll respect your honesty and your answer will stand out much better than talk of intellectual interests or the quality of the staff.

Whom Do You Most Admire?

Don't make the mistake of picking just one person — be original and expansive and choose an entire nation like “The French.” You can bet nobody has said that before.

What Do You Want to Major In?

Here's your chance to enquire about the easiest majors, and which have the slackest policies on skipping lectures. Then tell them that you're only kidding — before picking a major you're going to take lots of classes and see which professor you develop the biggest crush on.

What Do You Do in Your Free Time?

Say you don't get time for hanging out and chillin' because you spend all your time studying. As college types who have spent their lives in academia, they'll relate to that; you'll sound like one of them.

Make Them Envy You, But Not Too Much

They are old and have missed most or all of their life chances; they are full of bitterness and regrets and then you appear, all bright eyed and young, your whole life ahead of you, not to mention more sex and partying than they have had in the last thirty years. On the one hand, they have the power to decide who the next generation of college students will be and they want you to succeed in the interview; on the other, they will zone in on any facet of your personality that reveals you to be undeserving of their benevolence.
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4. Lie Your Way into the Ivy League:
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Ivy League acceptance is rife with nepotism, favoritism, inconsistencies, and superficiality, so there's always room for one more impostor. Lie about your GPA and SATs and then steal other people's identities to open up potentially unlimited streams of federal funding. The two most famous examples of this are Esther Reed and James Hogue. Reed was arrested in 2008, at the age of 30, after spending a decade attending Ivy League colleges using various aliases and the identity of a missing person. Hogue invented a persona that he knew would appeal to “Princeton admission committee's self-serving mythology of Ivy league diversity, inclusion and merit.” Beware: This is a very sophisticated kind of fraud that requires advanced levels of acting skills and maybe even some computer hacking.

Assume an Identity

Look on missing persons websites to find a missing person, presumed dead (but not officially dead), who is approximately the same age as you. (Reed went one better; she gained access through State Police computers to a missing-persons database accessible only to law-enforcement officials.) Use their Social Security Number, name, and birth date to create an alternate persona. When applying for colleges, if anyone gets suspicious tell them that you are in a witness-protection program.

Alternatively, like Hogue, reinvent yourself as a self-reliant multicultural farm boy (Alexi Indris-Santana), “herding cattle by day, reading Plato by night” who presses all the right buttons with elite pseudo-liberals.

Fake Your ACT or SAT Scores

Hack into the ACT or College Board databases and enter a ACT score of 34 and SAT of 2300. Don't make them higher than that otherwise colleges will get suspicious.

Choose Your College

Reed conned her way into Harvard, Columbia, and California State University at Fullerton, and Hogue got into Princeton. Therefore they probably have introduced a vetting procedure so they don't get caught with their pants down again. But allegedly they haven't cooperated with the police, so if they were fooled once maybe they can be again.

Major in Deceit

Choose a major that can teach you more about being the ultimate con artist. Reed majored in Criminology and Psychology, but you might also like to try Law or Drama, since you'll also require sharp acting skills — a police investigator described Reed as “an excellent impostor to the point of being pathological.”

Become an Expert Listener

The best way to hide your real identity is to show exaggerated interest in others. Most people love talking about themselves, so if you become the perfect listener you won't have to give out much information about yourself. According to one source, Reed came across as “very interested in whatever you're doing, she talks to you about you, but provides very little information on her own.” Always line up people and information that you can use to your advantage, so that you can leap-frog to other identities and frauds.

Transfer After Your First Year

If fraud pushes you too far out of your comfort zone there is a boring solution. Forget lying your way into the Ivy League. Go to another college first and show dramatic improvement at the college level from your average high school achievements and then apply to transfer to an Ivy League school. Though, where's the fun in that?








5. Con Your Way into an Athletic Scholarship:

An athletic scholarship can be a free ticket — the best ones (the “full ride” scholarships) pay tuition, books, travel, room and board and much more. But the great secret is that you don't have to be top notch to get one. Sure, the top Division I schools will be way out of your league, but there are many ways to mop up the beer money flowing from lesser colleges' programs. Start early: Don't wait until your senior year in high school to do your research.

Nerds Welcome
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You don't even have to be very good at sports to cash in because some athletic scholarships focus more on academic prowess and your drive than how far you can throw a football. And if you're a woman, gender equity means that scholarship providers are falling over themselves to come into the 21st century. Your ethnicity and religion may also give you an advantage.

There are three main national athletic organizations that hand out wads of cash: the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), and the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA). Don't bother with the NCAA, unless you're Michael Jordan. Besides, you don't want to make athletics your career — you just want the money, right? Focus instead on the NAIA and the NJCAA, which offer lots more scholarships to screw-ups like you.

Special Interest Scholarships

You don't even have to be a jock to get a sports scholarship. Even the NCAA offers stuff like The Freedom Forum NCAA Sports Journalism Scholarship Program for students who are passionate about being sports journalists. The best way to con the trustees that you are a passionate journo is to learn lots of NCAA facts and stats, Rain Man-style. Nothing impresses them more than someone with a bunch of pointless statistics at their fingertips. In many cases dedication to the sport is more important than ability. Fake commitment to your sport and you're half way there.

Pick an Emerging Sport

Emerging sports attract hand-outs too. Forget baseball, basketball, and football. Choose a minority or emerging sport like archery, badminton, bowling, squash, synchronized swimming, beach volleyball, or water polo. Also, did you know that The National Intercollegiate Rodeo Foundation offers a number of $1,000 scholarships each year to the most obsessive Garth Brooks fan?








6. Pack for College in Three Minutes:
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Trying to decide what to pack can be more stressful than bribing your way into college in the first place. But you can cut down the whole business to about three minutes by following this simple rule: Packing is knowing what to leave out. You don't need to include everything for the whole academic year (except toiletries, which you can get your parents to pay for). Besides, within a week you'll be stealing your roommate's clothes, laundry detergent, shower gel, and bath shoes. Here are the essentials:

Condoms

You can't go wrong if you shield your dong. Buy a twelve pack and take three out. Nothing shouts “virgin” louder than a pristine box of shrink-wrapped johnnies.

Clothes

Only pack clothes that can be machine washed and tumble dried — enough for two weeks, plus one smart outfit and lots of hangers. Bring a metal laundry basket with a tight-fitting lid to keep odors locked away until you can be bothered to wash your clothes. This will help to stop your room from smelling of stale beer and vomit.

Quarters

Everyone needs quarters, but few are smart enough to bring five thousand of them. Hide your stash, but always keep three quarters on your person at all times; then when someone begs you for some for their laundry, you can give them your “last three” in exchange for a dollar (for the inconvenience). They'll soon forget that you owe them a quarter. By the time you've emptied your stash you'll have made a profit of $1,250.
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Power Strips

Because it is a proven fact that whoever designs dorm rooms hates wall outlets.

Mini-fridge

Coordinate with your roommate and make sure he brings the microwave if you bring the fridge, because microwaves always get broken by dumbass student experiments. Also, you get to prioritize what gets chilled (food or beer).

Laptop

When you finally get around to doing some work (i.e. down-loading music and movies), a laptop is a must. If it's new, don't pay a premium to have programs installed, as most colleges will give you Microsoft Office for free. If not, there are plenty of free web-based versions of applications with similar capabilities. Make sure your laptop has a physical lock plus some kind of electronic tracking or locking device.

Wall Posters

Don't bother trying to be original or kooky with your choice of wall decoration. Play it safe. Who do you think gets more action: the jock who plasters his walls with clichéd choices like John Belushi, The Periodic Table of Mixology, Shelby Mustang GT500, Beer Pong Rules, George Costanza spread out on a couch in his underwear, a guy surfing a 30-foot wave OR a self-harmer with a prized collection of My Chemical Romance lithographs?
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