



























Introduction 


Welcome to Barron’s AP U.S. Government and Politics Flashcards, which allow you 


the flexibility to study U.S. government and politics in ways that textbooks and study 


guides do not.


This set contains 417 flashcards that align with the College Board’s AP U.S. 


Government and Politics curriculum. The cards reflect the subject matter within these 


topics, and they cover the information necessary to answer the questions found on the 


AP U.S. Government and Politics exam.


The cards are organized by topic, so you can pull out and rearrange them to suit your 


individual needs. For additional tips about how to use the flashcards, see “How to Use 


the Flashcard Set.”


Good luck.
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BIG IDEAS


The following “BIG IDEAS” are connected to each of the flashcards, and 



they support what the flashcards are explaining.


 Constitutionalism: How America’s constitutional democracy 



provides for a separation of the three branches of government, a system of checks 


and balances among them, and the system of federalism. It also is based on the 


protection of minority rights through the rule of law.


 How the interaction among the branches of government and linkage 



institutions—the media, special-interest groups, political parties, and participation 


in elections—are Competing Policy-Making Interests and are essential to the 



development and implementation of public policy.


 How Liberty and Order are established by the balance of laws and how they are 



interpreted by the courts.
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 How Methods of Political Analysis utilize various scientific tools to measure 



political socialization, voter behavior, and political institutions. 


 How Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy relies on popular 



sovereignty and republicanism resulting in effective policy making.


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 5 2/21/22 4:49 PM













About the Author


Curt Lader taught Social Studies at Northport High School on Long Island for 36 years 


and Advanced Placement (AP) United States Government and Politics for 14 years 


before retiring. He is the author of four Barron’s books, including Barron’s AP U.S. 



Government and Politics. Lader has lectured at the C. W. Post campus of Long Island 



University, where he taught a course on contemporary American government and 


politics.


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 6 2/21/22 4:49 PM









  



   



   

    AP® is a registered trademark of the College Board, which is

     not affiliated with Barron’s and was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse,

     this product.


    © Copyright 2023, 2022, 2019, 2014, 2008 by Kaplan North America, LLC d/b/a

     Barron’s Educational Series


    All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright

     Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-exclusive,

     non-transferable right to access and read the text of this eBook on screen. No part of this

     text may be reproduced, transmitted, downloaded, decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in

     or introduced into any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by any means,

     whether electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter invented, without the express

     written permission of the publisher.


    Published by Kaplan North America, LLC d/b/a Barron’s Educational

     Series
1515 W Cypress Creek Road
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
www.barronseduc.com


    ISBN: 978-1-5062-9128-4


   






  


 





Contents


1/6 Attack on the 


Capitol 289


2004 Presidential 


Campaign 


Highlights 384


2012 Presiden-



tial Campaign 


Highlights 386


2014 Midterm 


Election 328


2018 Midterm 


Election 329


2020 Census 319


2020 Party Platform 298


2020 Presidential 


Campaign 


Highlights 388


Affirmative Action 268


Affordable Care 


Act of 2010 (aka 


Obamacare) 133


Alexander Hamilton 7


All Politics Is 



Local 354


Amending Process 22


American Political Core 


Values: Equality of 


Opportunity 284


American Political 


Core Values: Free 


Enterprise 285


American Political 


Core Values: 


Individualism 283


Americans with 


Disabilities Act 277


Amicus Curiae Brief 167



Andrew Johnson 


Impeachment 33


Appellate Jurisdic-



tion 159


Articles of 


Confederation* 14



Attorney General 


Secretary of 



Homeland 



Security 189



Baker v. Carr * 106



Balanced Budget Act of 


1997 127


Balancing Order and 



Freedom: Due 



Process Principles 245


Battleground States 374


Bill of Rights 217



Brown v. Board of 



Education of Topeka, 



Kansas* 262



Brutus #1* 13




Buckley v. Valeo 



(1976) 402


Budget Enforcement Act 


of 1990 114


Bully Pulpit 154


Bureau of the 


Census 104


*Required foundational documents and Supreme Court cases


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 8 2/21/22 4:49 PM











































































































































































































Bureaucratic Agenda 


Setting 183


Bureaucratic Initiated 


Policy Process 211


Bureaucratic Tasks 185


Bush v. Gore 383



California v. Texas 



(2021) 135


Campaign Finance 


Reforms 397


Campaign Tactics 373


Caucus 360


Checks and 



Balances 21


Citizens United v. Federal 


Election Commission 


(FEC) (2010)* 403



Civil Rights Act of 


1964 264


Civil Rights for African 


Americans 257


Civil Service Reform: 


Hatch Act 216


Civil Service Reform: 


Pendleton Act 215


Clean Air Act Clean Water 


Act 205


Climate Change 


Policy 204


Closed Rule 77


Cloture Motion 96


Coalition Building 351


Committee System 73


Compliance Monitor-



ing 186


Concurrent Powers 30


Conference 


Committee 90


Congressional Budget 


and Impoundment 


Control Act of 


1974 112


Congressional Budget 


Office (CBO) 307


Congressional 


Caucus 99


Congressional 


District 103


Congressional 


Oversight 209


Conservative 


Ideology 295


Constituent Services 100


Constitutional Authority 


of Vice-President 140


Constitutional Basis of 


Congressional Foreign 


Policy 63


Constitutional Basis of 


President’s Foreign 


Policy Authority 144


Constitutional Basis of 


Suffrage 308


Constitutional Basis of 


the Congressional 


Budgetary Authority 


(1)* 109



Constitutional Basis of 


the Congressional 


Budgetary Authority 


(2)* 110



Constitutional Basis 


of the Federal 


Bureaucracy 182


Constitutional Checks 


on the Supreme 


Court 179


Constitutional 



Convention 



Compromises 16


Constitutional 


Requirements 


for Election to 


Congress 320


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 9 2/21/22 4:49 PM

































































































































































































































































Constitutional 


Requirements for 


Federal Justices 157


Constitutional 


Requirements 


for Running for 


President 352


Consumer Price Index 


(CPI) 304


Conventional Political 


Participation 316


Council of Economic 


Advisors 200


Court Packing 180


Creative Federalism 45


Critical Elections 337


Cruzan v. Missouri 



Department of 


Health 253



Daily Tracking 



Polls 291


Dark Horse 


Candidate 364


De facto Segregation De 


jure Segregation 263


Declaration of 


Independence* 4



Defense of Marriage 


Act 279


Deficit Spending 126


Democratic Party 


Electoral Coalition 335


Demographics 288


Devolution 50


Direct Lobbying 346


Discharge Petition 78


District of Columbia 


v. Heller 235



Divided Government 326


Division of Powers 29


“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 


Military Policy 280


Dred Scott v. 


Sandford 260



Dual Sovereignty 41


Earl Warren Court 172


Economic Policy and 


Ideology 299


Elastic Clause 59


Election Timeline Phases 


1, 2 355


Election Timeline Phases 


3, 4, 5 356


Election Timeline Phases 


6, 7 357


Electoral College 389


Electoral College 


Challenge 2020 391


Electoral College 


Reform 390


Eleventh Amendment 27


Engel v. Vitale* 220



Entitlements 124


Enumerated, Delegated, 


and Implied Powers of 


Congress 58


Equal Rights 


Amendment 273


Executive Office of the 


President 195


Executive Order 142


Executive Powers 137


Executive Privilege 143


Exit Polls 292


Failure of Polls in 


the 2016 and 


2020 Presidential 


Elections 293


Faithless Electors 393


Family and Medical Leave 


Act 132


Favorite Son 365


Federal and State Court 


Structure 160


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 10 2/21/22 4:49 PM























































































































































































































































































Federal Budget Adoption 


Timeline 115


Federal Budget 


Continuing 


Resolution 116


Federal Budget 


Expenditures Pie 


Chart 121


Federal Budget Income 


Pie Chart 122


Federal Government 


Sources for Borrowing 


Money 117


Federal Grants 49


Federal Matching 


Funds 398


Federal Reserve 


System 303


Federal Response to 


Natural Disasters 53


Federalism 39


Federalism Timeline 40


Federalist Paper #10* 10



Federalist Paper #47 19


Federalist Paper #51* 20



Federalist Paper #70* 


“The Executive 



Department Further 



Considered,” written by 



Alexander Hamilton 136


Federalist Paper #78*: 



The Judiciary 



Department 155


Fifth Amendment 246


Filibuster 95


First Amendment 218


First Amendment Free 


Speech Principles 224


First Amendment 


Freedom of Religion: 



Establishment 


Clause 219


First Amendment 



Freedom of Religion: 


Free Exercise of 



Religion 222


First Amendment: 



Assembly and 



Petition of 



Grievances 



Principles 232


First Amendment: 



Free Press 



Principles 229


First Donald Trump 



Impeachment 37


Fiscal Cliff and 



Sequestration 125


Fiscal Federalism 47


Fiscal Policy 300


Founding Fathers 5


Fourteenth Amendment 



Principles 255


Fourth Amendment 



Principles 238


Fourth Amendment: 



Balancing Freedom 


and Order 237


Franking Privilege 102


Freedom of Information 


Act (FOIA) 408


Front-Loaded 



Primaries 366


Full Faith and Credit 28


Gender Gap and Other 


Voter Gaps 395


General Election 



Strategy 372


Gerrymandering 107


Gibbons v. Ogden 163



Gideon v. 



Wainwright* 249



Gitlow v. New York 228



Glass Ceiling 275


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 11 2/21/22 9:22 PM









































































































































































































































































Government Regulation 


of the Media and Social 


Media 416


Gramm–Rudman 


Act 113


Grassroots Lobbying 347


Grassroots Politics 353


Gregg v. Georgia 251



Griswold v. 



Connecticut 241



Gross Domestic Product 


(GDP) 306


Gulf of Tonkin 



Resolution 64


Heart of Atlanta Motel v. 


United States 265



Horse Race 



Journalism 414


House Leadership 



Structure: Speaker of 


the House 66


House Leadership 



Structure: The 



House Majority 



Leader 67


House Leadership 



Structure: The House 


Majority Whip 68


House Leadership 



Structure: The 



Majority Party 



Committee Chairs 69


House Leadership 



Structure: The Minority 


Party Ranking Member 


of a Committee 72


House Leadership 


Structure: The Minority 


Party—House Minority 


Leader 70


House Leadership 


Structure: The Minority 


Party—House Minority 


Whip 71


House Rules 



Committee 76


How a Bill Becomes a 


Law (1) 61


How a Bill Becomes a 


Law (2) 62


Ideology and Social 



Policy: Planned 



Parenthood v. 



Casey 296



Impeachment of Bill 


Clinton 36


Impeachment of the 


President 32


Incumbency 396


Independent 



Expenditures 401


Informal Sources of 



Presidential Power 139


Inherent Power of the 


President 138


Initiative and 



Referendum 317


Investigative 



Reporting 413


Invisible Primary 358


Iowa Caucus 361


Iron Triangle Issue 



Network 213


James Madison 6


John Marshall Court 161


John Peter Zenger 



Trial 230


John Roberts Court 178


Joint Committees 75


Judicial Activism 171


Judicial Conference 168


Judicial Decisions: 



Majority, Minority, Dis-



senting, Concurring 169


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 12 2/21/22 4:49 PM



































































































































































































































































Judicial Powers 156


Judicial Restraint 173


Key Affirmative Action 


Supreme Court 



Cases 269


Key Budget 



Players 111


Key Civil Rights 



Legislation 267


Key Government 



Corporations 206


Key House Committees: 


Appropriations 



Committee and Ways 


and Means 



Committee 79


Key House Committees: 


Armed Services 



Committee and 



Foreign Relations 



Committee 81


Key House Committees: 


Judiciary Committee 


and Oversight and 


Government Reform 


Committee 80


Key Independent 



Executive 



Agencies 207


Key Independent Regula-



tory Agencies (1) 201


Key Independent Regula-



tory Agencies (2) 202


Key Independent Regula-



tory Agencies (3) 203


Key Nuclear Test Ban and 


Arms Treaties 145


Key Senate Committee: 


Judiciary 



Committee 94


Key Senate Committees: 


Appropriations 



Committee and Budget 


Committee 91


Key Senate Committees: 


Armed Services 



Committee and Foreign 


Relations 



Committee 92


Key Senate 



Committees: 



Homeland Security and 


Government Affairs 


Committee Senate 


Intelligence 



Committee 93


Key Special Interest 


Groups 349


Keynesian Economics 


versus Supply-Side 


Economics 302


Layer Cake 



Federalism 42


Legal Basis of 



Suffrage 309


Legislative Powers 57


Legislative Veto 210


Lemon v. Kurtzman 221



Letter from Birmingham 


Jail* 258



Liberal Ideology 294


Limitations on 



Bureaucratic Policy 


Making 212


Limited Government 


(1) 1


Limited Government 


(2) 2


Line-Item Veto 148


Linkage Institutions 331


Litigation by Special 



Interest Groups 348


Lobbying Reform 350


Lobbyists 343


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 13 2/21/22 4:49 PM













































































































































































































































Logrolling/Earmarks 98


Mandatory Spending 


versus Discretionary 


Spending 123


Mapp v. Ohio 240



Marble Cake 



Federalism 44


Marbury v. Madison* 162



Martin Luther King 


Jr. 259


Mass Media 404


McCain–Feingold Act 


(aka Bipartisan 



Campaign Reform Act 


of 2002) 399


McCulloch v. 



Maryland  * 25



McDonald v. 



Chicago* 236



McGovern–Fraser 



Commission 371


Media Bias 



Controversy 407


Media Frenzy 415


Media Outlets 405


Medicare and 



Medicaid 131


Midterm Election 


1998 322


Midterm Election 


2002 323


Midterm Election 


2006 324


Midterm Election 


2010 327


Miranda v. Arizona 247



Models of Representative 


Democracy 8


Monetary Policy 301


Motor Voter Act of 


1993 314


Nancy Pelosi 325


National Federation of 



Independent Businesses 


et al. v. Sibelius 134



National Minimum Drink-



ing Age Act 1984 48


National Recovery Act of 


1933 43


New Federalism 46


New Hampshire 



Primary 363


New Jersey v. T.L.O. 243



New York Times v. United 


States* (The Pentagon 



Papers Case) 231


Nineteenth 



Amendment 311


Ninth Amendment 252


No Child Left Behind 


Act 55


Nominating Convention: 


Political Goals 370


Office of Management 


and Budget 199


Old Media versus New 


Media 417


Oral Arguments 166


Organization of the 



Federal 



Bureaucracy 184


Organizational Structure 


of Bureaucracies 208


Original Intent 174


Original Jurisdiction 158


Party Dealignment 340


Party Identification 334


Party Platform 297


Party Realignment 339


Patriot Act/USA Freedom 


Act 239


Photo Ops and Sound 


Bites 411


Plessy v. Ferguson 261



Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 14 2/21/22 4:49 PM

















































































































































































































































































Political Action 



Committees 


(PACs) 344


Political Ads That Made a 


Difference 378


Political Advertising 377


Political Culture 286


Political Models of Voter 


Behavior 315


Political Party 



Characteristics 332


Political Party 



Functions 333


Political Patronage Merit 


System 214


Political Polls 290


Political 



Socialization 287


Popular Sovereignty 3


Pork-Barrel 



Legislation 97


Poverty Line 305


Powers Denied to 



Congress 60


Preamble to the 



Constitution 18


Presidential Appointment 


Process: Advise and 


Consent 151


Presidential Campaign 


Highlights 2000 382


Presidential Campaign 


Highlights 2008 385


Presidential Campaign 


Highlights 2016 387


Presidential 



Debates 379


Presidential Debates 



That Made a 



Difference 380


Presidential Job Approval 


Ratings 412


Presidential Press 



Conferences 410


Presidential 



Primaries 362


Presidential Veto 146


Presidential Vetoes from 


Kennedy to Trump 147


Race to the Top 56


Reapportionment and 


Redistricting 105


Regents of the University 


of California v. 



Bakke 270



Religious Freedom 



Restoration Act 


1993 31


Republican Party 



Electoral Coalition 336


Retail Politics 359


Roe v. Wade 242



Rule of Four 164


Ruth Bader Ginsburg 177


Sandra Day O’Connor 176


Schenck v. United 


States* 226



Second and Third 



Amendments 233


Second Donald Trump 


Impeachment 38


Secretary of Agriculture 


Secretary of the 



Interior 191


Secretary of Commerce 


Secretary of 



Transportation 192


Secretary of Health and 


Human Services 



Secretary of 



Education 194


Secretary of Labor 



Secretary of 



Energy 193


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 15 2/21/22 4:49 PM













































































































































































































































































Secretary of State 


Secretary of Defense 


Secretary of Veterans 


Affairs 188


Secretary of the Treasury 


Secretary of Housing 


and Urban Develop-



ment 190


Selective Incorporation of 


the Fourteenth 



Amendment 256


Senate Leadership 



Structure: President 


Pro Tempore 82



Senate Leadership 



Structure: The 



Majority Party 



Committee Chairs 85


Senate Leadership 



Structure: The Majority 


Party Leader 83


Senate Leadership 



Structure: The Majority 


Party Whip 84


Senate Leadership 



Structure: The Minority 


Party Leader 86


Senate Leadership 



Structure: The Minority 


Party Ranking Member 


of a Committee 88


Senate Leadership 



Structure: The Minority 


Party Whip 87


Senatorial Courtesy 152


Seventeenth 



Amendment 310


Seventh and Eighth 


Amendments 250


Shaw v. Reno* 108



Shays’ Rebellion 15


Signing Statements 141


Sixteenth 



Amendment 118


Sixth Amendment 248


Social Media Outlets 406


Social Movement: Civil 


Rights for Hispanic 


Americans 281


Social Movement: Civil 


Rights for LBGTQ 


Americans 278


Social Movement: Civil 


Rights for People with 


Disabilities 276


Social Movement: 



Civil Rights for 



Women 271


Social Movement: Civil 


Rights for Young 



People and Senior 



Citizens 282


Social Security Act 128


Social Security Cash 


Flow 129


Social Security 



Reform 130


Soft Money and 



Hard Money 



Donations 400


Solid South 375


Special Interest 


Groups 342


Standing Committees 74


Stare Decisis 170



State of the Union 



Address 153


Stump Speech 368


Sunshine Laws 409


Super PACs 345


Super Tuesday 367


Supremacy Clause 23


Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 


2017 119


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 16 2/21/22 4:49 PM

































































































































































































































































Tenth Amendment 24


Texas v. Johnson 227



The Anti-Federalists 12


The Brady Law 234


The Constitution and Its 


Principles* 17



The Debt Ceiling 120


The Federal 



Bureaucracy 181


The Federalist 



Papers 9


The Federalists 11


The Nominating 



Convention 369


The President’s 



Cabinet 187


The Rust Belt 376


The Senate Rules: 



Hold and Unanimous 


Consent 89


Third Political Parties 341


Thirteenth, Fourteenth, 



and Fifteenth 



Amendments 254


Tinker v. Des 


Moines* 225



Title IX of the Educa-



tion Amendments of 


1972 272


Trustee, Delegate, and 


Politico Representative 


Role Models 101


Twelfth Amendment 392


Twentieth- and 



Twenty-first-Century 


Party Eras 338


Twenty-fifth  



Amendment 150


Twenty-fourth 



Amendment 312


Twenty-second 



Amendment 149


Twenty-sixth 



Amendment 313


Unconventional Political 


Participation 318


Unfunded Mandates 51


Unfunded Mandates Act 


of 1994 52


United States v. 



Lopez* 26



United States v. 



Nixon 35



United States v. 



Virginia 274



Vernonia School District v. 


Acton 244



Voter Suppression 



versus Voter ID 


Laws 330


Voter Turnout 



in Midterm 



Elections 321


Voter Turnout in 



Presidential 



Elections 381


Voting Rights Act of 


1965 266


War Powers 



Resolution 65


Watergate Scandal 34


Welfare Reform Act of 


1996 54


White House Chief of 


Staff National Security 


Advisor 196


White House Press 



Secretary 198


White House Staff 197


William Rehnquist 


Court 175


Wisconsin v. Yoder* 223



Writ of Certiorari 165



Years of the Woman 394


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 17 2/21/22 4:49 PM





































































































































































































































































How to Use the Flashcard Set


The following tips will help you to get the most out of this flashcard set.


 These flashcards can be used in conjunction with Barron’s AP U.S. 



Government and Politics review book. The review book contains more detailed 



information on the topics covered in the flashcard set. The review book also 


contains practice questions and practice tests both in the book and online that will 


help you prepare for the AP exam.


 The flashcards are arranged thematically, so if you need to brush up on any 



particular topic (e.g., the Federal Bureaucracy), you can simply pull out the cards 


associated with that topic and study them.
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 By reviewing the table of contents, you can quickly zero in on specific concepts, 



terms, and College Board required Supreme Court cases and foundational 


documents (e.g., The Constitution).
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEAS:


 Constitutionalism establishes the principles of American government, including 



separation of powers, checks and balances among the branches of government, 


and a division of power, called federalism, between the states and the federal 


government. 


 Liberty and Order achieve a balance between the power of government and 



individual rights.


 Competing Policy-Making Interests are built-in mechanisms that create 



competitive policy-making interests and processes that guarantee the people’s 


interests will be represented.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order



 Derived from the doctrine of natural rights.



 Adopted by Thomas Jefferson when he wrote the Constitution.



 The doctrine of limited government restricts the power of government.



 Limited government also protects the rights of the people.



Significance: Limited government is a basic tenet of democracy and creates a 



balance between the powers the government has and the protection of individual 


rights.


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 5 2/21/22 4:49 PM




Random 1


Random 2


Random 3















[image: ]




#2 


LimitedGovernment(2)




Foundations of 


American Democracy 




Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 6 2/21/22 4:49 PM




Random 1


Random 2


Random 3















[image: ]




FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order



 Developed by English philosophers John Locke and Thomas Hobbes. 



 Natural rights are not dependent on the laws or customs of any particular culture 



or government.


 These rights cannot be repealed by laws made by government.



 The Declaration of Independence incorporated the natural rights of life, liberty, and 



the pursuit of happiness.


 The Constitution includes life and liberty as rights that are protected.



Significance: The doctrine of natural rights dates back to Ancient Greece. In the 



Declaration of Independence, they are described as inalienable rights.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order



 Political doctrine founded on the belief that government is created by and subject 



to the will of the people.


 The doctrine evolved into the principle that incorporated the consent of the 



governed and republicanism. 


 Citizens have the right to both create and participate in their government.



 The people elect their representatives.



 They have every right to demand equal treatment and civil liberties from that 



government.


Significance: The doctrine of popular sovereignty was used by states’ rights 



advocates before the Civil War and is a tenet of the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. 


Constitution.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order 



DATE: 1776 



 Ideas taken from Locke, Rousseau, and Montesquieu; drafted by Thomas 



Jefferson.


 Locke’s principles of natural rights included life, liberty, and the pursuit of 



happiness and the consent of the governed.


 Offers a new philosophy of government that includes the tenets of limited 



government.


 Created a rationale for breaking away from England in a series of grievances, such 



as taxation without representation and the quartering of soldiers in houses.


Significance: The Declaration of Independence is a College Board foundational 



document and includes a philosophical basis for independence. The Declaration lists a 


series of grievances that make an argument for a statement of separation.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 The Founding Fathers of the United States led the American Revolution against 



Great Britain’s rule.


 The seven key figures known as the Founding Fathers included John Adams, 



Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson, James 


Madison, and George Washington.


 Adams, Jefferson, and Franklin were members of the Committee of Five that 



drafted the Declaration of Independence.


 Hamilton, Madison, and Jay were authors of the Federalist Papers, advocating 



ratification of the Constitution. 


Significance: The Founding Fathers represented a cross section of well-educated 



leaders who were key players in the American Revolution, drafting the Declaration of 


Independence and the Constitution. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATES: 1751–1836



 Founding Father who was the fourth president of the United States, from 



1809 to 1817.


 One the members of the Grand Committee who drafted the Constitution.



 Author of a number of important Federalist Papers arguing for the Constitution’s 



ratification.


 Also considered the father of the Bill of Rights, drafting the bill during the first 



Congress.


 Along with Thomas Jefferson, Madison formed the Democratic-Republican Party.



Significance: James Madison was a key supporter of a strong national government, 



which was also favored by Alexander Hamilton.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATES: 1755–1804



 One of the Founding Fathers and best known as the architect of the nation’s 



financial system.


 Along with James Madison, Hamilton advocated the passage of the Constitution, 



writing a number of the Federalist Papers.


 After Washington was elected president, Hamilton became secretary of the 



Treasury.


 Hamilton was a proponent of a strong national government and favored a national 



bank.


 As leader of the Federalist Party, Hamilton favored using the implied powers of the 



Constitution.


Significance: The Federalist Papers that were written by Hamilton are still used 



today to interpret the Constitution’s original intent.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order



 Elitist theory—a small segment of the society dominated by the wealthy property 



owners should control the institutions of government.


 Pluralist theory—different groups working together through compromise.



 Participatory democracy—strives to create opportunities for all members of a 



population to make meaningful contributions to decision making, and seeks to 


broaden the range of people who have access to such opportunities.


Significance: These three models of representative democracy create different 



outcomes in the manner in which a democracy operates. In today’s political 


environment there is an ongoing debate as to which model is most effective.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 Essays written by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. Madison 



used the pen name Publius.


 Outlined the reasons Americans should ratify the Constitution.



 Outlined the necessity for a government that would be forced to compromise as a 



result of the separate powers of each branch.


 Argued that the proposed Constitution did not need a separate Bill of Rights since 



the Constitution had safeguards protecting individual rights.


Significance: The Federalist Papers became the voice of those who advocated the 



ratification of the Constitution. Many advocates lived in New York. They convinced a 


majority of the states to adopt the Constitution. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATE: 1788



 Written by James Madison, Federalist Paper #10 outlined the reasons for the 



ratification of the Constitution.


 Centered on the “tyranny of the majority,” it said factions were inevitable. It made 



the claim that a republic would counter these factions.


 This republic is defined as individual states that have a defined power relationship 



with a central government.


 This federal system would keep factions formed in the states from taking control 



of the national government.


Quote: “By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a 



majority or a minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common 


impulse of passion, or of interest, adversed to the rights of other citizens, or to the 


permanent and aggregate interests of the community.”
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 Favored ratification of the new Constitution.



 Believed in checks and balances and separation of powers as a means of 



protecting individual rights.


 Argued against inclusion of the Bill of Rights.



 Represented the interests of the upper class, bankers, and rich large-property 



owners.


Significance: The Federalists, led by Alexander Hamilton, were instrumental in 



convincing the states to ratify the Constitution through the essays in the Federalist 


Papers.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 Argued against the ratification of the new Constitution.



 Wanted the Articles of Confederation to be amended.



 Favored an inclusion of the Bill of Rights in the Constitution.



 Represented the interests of the farmers and the so-called common people.



Significance: Led by George Mason and Richard Henry Lee, the Anti-Federalists 



authored a rival publication to the Federalist Papers and, through individual essays 


penned under the name of Brutus, they argued that the principles of the Declaration of 


Independence would be eroded by the proposed Constitution.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Liberty and Order



 Started a series of essays written by Anti-Federalists, including Robert Yates, 



Patrick Henry, and John DeWitt.


 Argued against the ratification of the proposed Constitution.



 Believed the new government would be despotic and take away people’s individual 



rights.


 Made a case for the inclusion of the Bill of Rights as part of the Constitution.



 Argued that the three branches of government would exert too much power.



Key Quote: “Many instances can be produced in which the people voluntarily 



increased the powers of their rulers; but few, if any, in which rulers willingly abridged 


their authority.”
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATES: 1781–1789



 State governments stronger than central government.



 No chief executive.



 One house of Congress has the power to declare war and sign treaties but no 



power to levy revenues (impose taxes).


 No national court system.



 One state, one vote—larger states at the mercy of smaller states.



 States could impose tariffs on each other and could print money.



Significance: The Articles of Confederation comprised the first written constitution 



adopted by the United States. Though it was flawed, it did provide a framework for 


the representative democracy that was a key component of the U.S. Constitution that 


replaced it.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATES: 1786–1787



 Daniel Shays was a veteran of the American Revolution and a farmer who found 



himself in debt.


 He led an insurrection against the Massachusetts government after his farm was 



put up for auction because he was unable to pay his taxes.


 Because of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, the national 



government could not respond to this uprising.


 Shays’ army was defeated by the state militia after a year.



Significance: Though Daniel Shays was defeated by the state militia, his rebellion 



brought to light the inability of the government to enforce its tax policies and the need 


for the federal government to acquire more power.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATE: 1787



 The Great Compromise established a bicameral legislature. It was called the 



Connecticut Plan. It merged the New Jersey Plan, which advocated a single 


chamber with equal representation, with the Virginia Plan, which favored a single 


chamber based on population.


 The Three-fifths Compromise settled the issue of slave representation. Three-fifths 



of the slaves would be counted for representation purposes; fugitive slave law 


extended and the slave trade banned. No tariffs between states or on exports.


 The formation of the Electoral College represented a compromise over how the 



president was to be elected.


Significance: The ability of the attendees at the Constitutional Convention to 



negotiate a series of compromises led to an agreement for the blueprint of the 



new Constitution, which was characterized by limited government.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEAS: Constitutionalism, Competing Policy-Making Interests



 Separation of powers for each branch of government; a division of powers 



between the federal and state governments. 


 Checks and balances giving each branch checks on other branches; the Elastic 



Clause giving Congress implied powers and a section giving Congress enumerated 


powers.


 The president was given specific executive powers as well as implied powers, 



called inherent powers.


 A federal judiciary that has the Supreme Court as the court of last resort.



 An amending process and a supremacy clause that makes the Constitution the 



supreme law of the land.


Significance: The Constitution ensures that no one branch of government has 



dominance over another, while still allowing the government to be responsive to 



the people through the policies adopted.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATE: 1789



 The Constitution’s introduction, called the Preamble, stated its purposes:



 To form a more perfect union;



 To establish justice;



 To ensure domestic tranquility;



 To provide for the common defense;



 To promote the general welfare;



 To secure the blessings of liberty.



Significance: The Preamble to the Constitution established the goals the Constitution 



aimed to achieve. Each article of the Constitution reflects these goals.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEAS: Constitutionalism, Competing Policy-Making Interests 



DATE: 1788



 Written by James Madison.



 Makes the argument that separation of powers and checks and balances should 



exist among the three branches of government.


 Explains that checks and balances protect each branch of government from 



becoming too powerful.


 This form of government also protects the country from invasion.



 Without checks and balances and separation of powers, citizens would face a loss 



of liberty.


Quote: “It is agreed on all sides, that the powers properly belonging to one of the 



departments ought not to be directly and completely administered by either of the 


other departments.”
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEAS: Constitutionalism, Competing Policy-Making Interests 



DATE: 1788



 Written by James Madison.



 Defines the relationship among the three branches of government as independent.



 To stay independent, no branch should have the total power to choose members 



of the other branches.


 By creating a bicameral (two-house) legislature, it protects the people from 



legislative tyranny.


 Explains that each branch of government should be selected in different ways.



Key Quote: “If men were angels, no government would be necessary.”
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEAS: Constitutionalism, Competing Policy-Making Interests



 Each branch of government has 



specific delegated powers given to 


them in the Constitution.


 These powers limit the power of 



another branch of government.


Examples: President appoints officials; 



Senate must confirm them; president is 


commander in chief; Congress declares 


war; Congress passes legislation; 


president signs or vetoes legislation; 


Supreme Court decides whether 


legislation is constitutional.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 Found in Article V of the Constitution.



 Two methods of amending the Constitution.



 The first method used to amend the Constitution directs the Congress to pass 



the amendment by a two-thirds vote, and then the amendment is sent to the state 


legislatures. Three-fourths of the states must pass the amendment. There is usually a 


time limit in which amendments have to be passed.


 The second method used to amend the Constitution requires the calling of a 



constitutional convention by two-thirds of the states to propose the amendment, after 


which three-fourths of the states must pass the amendment. This method has never 


been used.


 There are currently 27 amendments to the Constitution.



Significance: Even though there have been hundreds of constitutional amendments 



proposed, because of the process it is very difficult for an amendment to be adopted. Current 


proposals include an amendment that would force Congress to adopt a budget that is 


balanced.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 Found in Article VI of the U.S. Constitution.



 Establishes that the Constitution is the “supreme law of the land.”



 It can create conflicts between state governments and the federal government.



 In most cases, if a state law or state action conflicts with federal law, the federal 



law is held to be the law that applies.


 The Civil War was fought in a large part as a result of the South challenging the 



supremacy clause as it applied to the issues of states’ rights and slavery.


Significance: The supremacy clause guarantees that the federal government will 



have more power over the state governments when state laws come into conflict with 


federal laws.


Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 49 2/21/22 4:49 PM




Random 1


Random 2


Random 3















[image: ]




#24 


TenthAmendment




Foundations of 


American Democracy 




Barrons_APUSGovtFlashcards.indd 50 2/21/22 4:49 PM




Random 1


Random 2


Random 3















[image: ]




FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 The Tenth Amendment codifies the definition of federalism—delegated powers 



are given to the federal government, and those powers not given to the federal 


government are reserved to the states and the people.


 Delegated powers are those defined by Article I of the Constitution. Powers denied 



to the states are those powers specifically given to the federal government, such 


as Congress’s power to declare war.


 Reserved powers are those powers not listed in the Constitution, such as the 



authority of the states to pass laws in such areas as education, general health, 


and welfare.


Significance: The interpretation of the Tenth Amendment often establishes that the 



balance of power between the states and the federal government goes to the state 


government when the federal government oversteps its authority.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATE: 1819



 Essential Fact: Maryland imposed a state tax on the U.S. National Bank located in 



that state.


 Constitutional Issue: Whether the necessary and proper clause enabled the United 



States to create a national bank, and whether Maryland had the right to tax it.


 Unanimous Decision: The Supreme Court ruled that a state did not have the right 



to tax a federal institution, finding that “the power to tax is the power to destroy.”


Significance: The outcome of McCulloch v. Maryland established the legality of the 



U.S. National Bank and the supremacy of the federal government if a state attempts to 


tax the government. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism 



DATE: 1995



 Essential Fact: Congress passed the Gun Free Zone Act in 1992. It prohibited 



anyone from possessing a gun within 1,000 feet of a school. Lopez was convicted 


of violation of this law.


 Constitutional Issue: Did Congress have the authority under the Commerce Clause 



to pass this law?


 Majority Decision: In a 5–4 decision, the Court held that enforcement of such an 



act falls under the authority of the states.


 Minority Opinion: The minority believed the necessary and proper clause gave Congress 



the right to pass the law because educational benefits impact the entire nation.


Significance: The Court’s decision, limiting the authority of Congress to apply the 



Commerce Clause to gun-control legislation, bolstered the power of the states to 



make laws related to guns and education.
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FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 



BIG IDEA: Constitutionalism



 The Eleventh Amendment establishes state sovereignty, protecting states from 



lawsuits by citizens of their own state, citizens from other states, or other states 


or foreign countries.


 Individuals suing states under the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 



and the Violence Against Women Act, as well as state public employee laws and 


issues raised by Native American tribes against states, have been decided by the 


Supreme Court.


 In many cases, specific provisions of laws have been struck down because 



individuals have attempted to sue states. The Court ruled that the state sovereignty 


provisions of the Eleventh Amendment protect the states against these lawsuits.


Significance: The Eleventh Amendment’s sovereign immunity clause is important 



because states cannot be sued in federal court without the state’s granting consent, 
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