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  THE BOOK OF

  POLITICS
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  Musing Philosophic

  Disbelief in magic can force a poor soul into believing in government and business.

  —TOM ROBBINS

  •••

  Never underestimate the ego of a politician.

  —DAN BROWN

  ••

  The men the American people admire most extravagantly are the most daring liars: the men they detest most violently are those that try to tell the truth.

  —H. L. MENCKEN

  •••

  The American political system is like fast food—mushy, insipid, made out of disgusting parts of things . . . and everybody wants some.

  —P. J. O’ROURKE

  ••

  Politics is a blood sport.

  —ANEURIN BEVAN

  •••

  In politics, nothing happens by accident. If it happens, you can bet it was planned that way.

  —FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

  ••

  Power draws the corrupted; absolute power would draw the absolutely corrupted.

  —COLIN BARTH

  •••

  One of the little celebrated powers of presidents is to listen to their critics with just enough sympathy to ensure their silence.

  —JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

  ••

  When I was a boy I was told that anybody could become president; I’m beginning to believe it.

  —CLARENCE DARROW

  •••

  Man cannot live by bread alone; he must have peanut butter.

  —JAMES A. GARFIELD

  ••

  POLITICS IS . . .

  . . . the art of looking for trouble, finding it whether it exists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedy.

  —GROUCHO MARX

  •••

  . . . the skilled use of blunt objects.

  —LESTER B. PEARSON

  ••

  . . . made up largely of irrelevancies.

  —DALTON CAMP

  •••

  . . . perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary.

  —ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

  ••

  . . . the art of preventing people from sticking their noses in things that are properly their business.

  —PAUL VALERY

  •••

  . . . the art of postponing decisions until they are no longer relevant.

  —HENRI QUEUILLE

  ••

  . . . supposed to be the second oldest profession. I have come to realize that it bears a very close resemblance to the first.

  —RONALD REAGAN

  •••

  . . . like football; if you see daylight, go through the hole.

  —JOHN F. KENNEDY

  

  Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed there are many rewards, if you disgrace yourself . . . you can always write a book.

  —RONALD REAGAN

  ••

  Politics is not the art of the impossible. It consists in choosing between the disastrous and the unpalatable.

  —JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

  •••

  The right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken seriously.

  —HUBERT HUMPHREY

  ••

  I always figured the American public wanted a solemn ass for president, so I went along with them.

  —CALVIN COOLIDGE

  •••

  The vice presidency is like the last cookie on the plate. Everybody insists he won’t take it, but somebody always does.

  —BILL VAUGHAN

  ••

  The man with the best job in the country is the vice president. All he has to do is get up every morning and say, “How’s the president?”

  —WILL ROGERS

  •••

  On Democracy

  Democracy means government by discussion, but it is only effective if you can stop people talking.

  —CLEMENT ATLEE

  ••

  Democracy is a process by which the people are free to choose the man who will get all the blame.

  —LAURENCE J. PETER

  •••

  The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation with the average voter.

  —WINSTON CHURCHILL

  ••

  I believe democracy is our greatest export. At least until China figures out a way to stamp it out of plastic for three cents a unit.

  —STEPHEN COLBERT

  •••

  Democracy means simply the bludgeoning of the people by the people for the people.

  —OSCAR WILDE

  ••

  Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few.

  —GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

  

  When a man assumes a public trust, he should consider himself as public property.

  —THOMAS JEFFERSON

  •••

  Always be sincere, even if you don’t mean it.

  —HARRY S. TRUMAN

  ••

  A fool and his money are soon elected.

  —WILL ROGERS

  •••

  Everybody knows politics is a contact sport.

  —BARACK OBAMA

  ••

  Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names.

  —JOHN F. KENNEDY

  •••

  Mothers all want their sons to grow up to be president, but they don’t want them to become politicians in the process.

  —JOHN F. KENNEDY

  ••

  Being president is like running a cemetery: you’ve got a lot of people under you and nobody’s listening.

  —BILL CLINTON

  •••

  I have no ambition to govern men; it is a painful and thankless office.

  —THOMAS JEFFERSON

  ••

  All the president is . . . is a glorified public relations man who spends his time flattering, kissing, and kicking people to get them to do what they are supposed to do anyway.

  —HARRY S. TRUMAN

  •••

  The pay is good and I can walk to work.

  —JOHN F. KENNEDY

  ••

  Oh, that lovely title, ex-president.

  —DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

  •••

  Capitalism is the astounding belief that the most wickedest of men will do the most wickedest of things for the greatest good of everyone.

  —JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES

  ••

  Apparently, a democracy is a place where numerous elections are held at great cost without issues and with interchangeable candidates.

  —GORE VIDAL

  •••

  The office of president is such a bastardized thing, half royalty and half democracy that nobody knows whether to genuflect or spit.

  —JIMMY BRESLIN

  ••

  Trying to get the presidency to work these days is like trying to sew buttons on a custard pie.

  —JAMES BARBER

  •••

  Those that are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being governed by those who are dumber.

  —PLATO

  ••

  I have come to the conclusion that politics is too serious a matter to be left to the politicians.

  —CHARLES DE GAULLE

  •••

  A man’s got to believe in something. I believe I’ll have another drink.

  —W. C. FIELDS

  ••

  A politician should have three hats. One for throwing into the ring, one for talking through, and one for pulling rabbits out of if elected.

  —CARL SANDBURG

  •••

  Any American who is prepared to run for president should automatically, by definition, be disqualified from ever doing so.

  —GORE VIDAL

  ••

  One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors.

  —PLATO

  •••

  There is one thing about being president—no one can tell you when to sit down.

  —DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

  ••

  Democracy is the art and science of running the circus from the monkey cage.

  —H. L. MENCKEN

  •••

  There’s nothing left . . . but to get drunk.

  —FRANKLIN PIERCE, AFTER LOSING THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION

  ••

  Political language . . . is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.

  —GEORGE ORWELL

  •••

  In the lexicon of the political class, the word “sacrifice” means that the citizens are supposed to mail even more of their income to Washington so that the political class will not have to sacrifice the pleasure of spending it.

  —GEORGE WILL

  ••

  Society is like a stew. If you don’t stir it up every once in a while then a layer of scum floats to the top.

  —EDWARD ABBEY

  •••

  Politics makes estranged bedfellows.

  —GOODMAN ACE

  ••

  If a tree falls in a forest and lands on a politician, even if you can’t hear the tree or the screams, I’ll bet you’d at least hear the applause.

  —PAUL TINDALE

  •••

  It has been said that democracy is the worst form of government except all the others that have been tried.

  —WINSTON CHURCHILL

  ••

  You want a friend in Washington? Get a dog.

  —HARRY S. TRUMAN

  •••

  Patriotism is a pernicious, psychopathic form of idiocy.

  —GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

  ••

  If you can’t convince them, confuse them.

  —HARRY TRUMAN

  •••

  When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.

  —THOMAS JEFFERSON

  ••

  Now I know what a statesman is; he’s a dead politician. We need more statesmen.

  —BOB EDWARDS

  •••

  The politicians were talking themselves red, white, and blue in the face.

  —CLARE BOOTHE LUCE

  ••

  Battle, n. A method of untying with the teeth a political knot that would not yield to the tongue.

  —AMBROSE BIERCE

  •••

  Frankly, I don’t mind not being president. I just mind that someone else is.

  —EDWARD KENNEDY

  ••

  Turn on to politics, or politics will turn on you.

  —RALPH NADER

  •••

  Politicians are wonderful people as long as they stay away from things they don’t understand, such as working for a living.

  —P. J. O’ROURKE

  ••

  Who Knows Who Said It?1

  How come we choose from just two people to run for president and fifty for Miss America?

  To succeed in politics, it is often necessary to rise above your principles.

  Any sufficiently advanced bureaucracy is indistinguishable from molasses.

  

  You know, sometimes, when they say you’re ahead of your time, it’s just a polite way of saying you have a real bad sense of timing.

  —GEORGE MCGOVERN

  •••

  The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed (and hence clamorous to be led to safety) by menacing it with an endless series of hobgoblins, all of them imaginary.

  —H. L. MENCKEN

  ••

  There ain’t no answer. There ain’t gonna be any answer. There never has been an answer. That’s the answer.

  —GERTRUDE STEIN

  •••

  In diplomacy, an ultimatum is the last demand before concessions.

  —AMBROSE BIERCE

  ••

  Diplomacy—lying in state.

  —OLIVER HERFORD

  •••

  Diplomacy is letting someone else have your way.

  —LESTER PEARSON

  ••

  A diplomat is a person who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you actually look forward to the trip.

  —CASKIE STINNETT

  •••

  Diplomacy is the art of saying “Nice doggie” until you can find a rock.

  —WILL ROGERS

  ••

  Democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself. There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.

  —JOHN ADAMS

  •••

  Ninety percent of politicians give the other ten percent a bad name.

  —HENRY KISSINGER

  ••

  Politicians are people who, when they see the light at the end of the tunnel, order more tunnel.

  —SIR JOHN QUINTON

  •••

  Feeling good about government is like looking on the bright side of any catastrophe. When you quit looking on the bright side, the catastrophe is still there.

  —P. J. O’ROURKE

  ••

  The government is like a baby’s alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and no responsibility at the other.

  —RONALD REAGAN

  •••

  We live in a world in which politics has replaced philosophy.

  —MARTIN L. GROSS

  ••

  There are many men of principle in both parties in America, but there is no party of principle.

  —ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

  •••

  A politician . . . one that would circumvent God.

  —WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

  ••

  A politician needs the ability to foretell what is going to happen tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year. And to have the ability afterwards to explain why it didn’t happen.

  —WINSTON CHURCHILL

  •••

  There are two things that are important in politics. The first is money . . . and I can’t remember what the other one is.

  —F. PAUL WILSON

  ••

  All the people who really know how to run the country are busy driving taxicabs and cutting hair.

  —GEORGE BURNS

  •••

  I think that all good, right thinking people in this country are sick and tired of being told that all good, right thinking people in this country are fed up with being told that all good, right thinking people in this country are fed up with being sick and tired. I’m certainly not, and I’m sick and tired of being told that I am.

  —MONTY PYTHON

  ••

  Anyone who believes exponential growth can go on forever in a finite world is either a madman or an economist.

  —KENNETH BOULDING

  •••

  What this country needs are more unemployed politicians.

  —EDWARD LANGLEY

  ••

  American politicians will do anything for money; English politicians will take the money and won’t do anything.

  —STEPHEN LEACOCK

  •••

  The imbecility of men is always inviting the impudence of power.

  —RALPH WALDO EMERSON

  ••

  I can give you 1,040 good reasons why I hate the government.

  —TERRI GUILLEMETS

  ~•~

  Q. Are we EVER going to have a federal tax system that regular people can understand?

  A. Our top political leaders have all voiced strong support for this idea.

  Q. So you’re saying it will never happen?

  A. Pretty much.

  ~•~

  The problem of power is how to get men of power to live for the public rather than off the public.

  —ROBERT F. KENNEDY

  •••

  All political lives, unless they are cut off in midstream at a happy juncture, end in failure, because that is the nature of politics and of human affairs.

  —ENOCH POWELL

  ••

  The enemy isn’t conservatism. The enemy isn’t liberalism. The enemy is bullshit.

  —LARS-ERIK NELSON

  •••
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  I Am Not a Crook

  I haven’t committed a crime. What I did was fail to comply with the law.

  —DAVID DINKINS

  •••

  We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office.

  —AESOP

  ••

  I was really too honest a man to be a politician and live.

  —SOCRATES

  •••

  Believe nothing until it has been officially denied.

  —CLAUDE COCKBURN

  ••

  Rutherford B. Hayes: His Fraudulency.

  —ANONYMOUS

  •••

  He is such an infernal liar.

  —U. S. GRANT [ON ANDREW JOHNSON]

  ••

  Filthy storyteller, despot, liar, thief, braggart, buffoon, usurper, monster, ignoramus Abe, old scoundrel, perjurer, swindler, tyrant, field-butcher, land-pirate . . .

  —HARPER’S MAGAZINE [ON ABRAHAM LINCOLN]

  •••

  Turnacoat Tyler.

  —POPULAR SLOGAN OF THE DAY [ABOUT JOHN TYLER]

  ••

  I would have made a good Pope!

  —RICHARD M. NIXON

  •••

  There are a lot of people who lie and get away with it, and that’s just a fact.

  —DONALD RUMSFELD

  ••

  He is ignorant, passionate, hypocritical, corrupt, and easily swayed by the basest men who surround him.

  —HENRY CLAY [ON ANDREW JACKSON]

  •••

  In Louisiana we don’t bet on football games, we bet on whether a politician is going to be indicted or not.

  —MARK DUFFY

  ••

  I would not like to be a political leader in Russia. They never know when they’re being taped.

  —RICHARD NIXON

  •••

  If one morning I walked on top of the water across the Potomac River, the headline that afternoon would read: ‘President Can’t Swim.’

  —LYNDON JOHNSON

  ••

  If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?

  —ABRAHAM LINCOLN

  •••

  Over the years the quality of our presidential timber has declined; today we are pretty much satisfied if our president stays out of jail and occasionally emits a complete sentence.

  —DAVE BARRY

  ••

  Crime does not pay . . . as well as politics.

  —ALFRED E. NEWMAN

  •••

  One way to make sure crime doesn’t pay would be to let the government run it.

  —RONALD REAGAN

  ••

  Politicians are wedded to the truth, but unlike many other married couples they sometimes live apart.

  —SAKI

  •••

  A good politician is quite as unthinkable as an honest burglar.

  —H. L. MENCKEN

  ••

  I have certain rules I live by. My first rule: I don’t believe anything the government tells me.

  —GEORGE CARLIN

  •••

  It’s useless to hold anyone to anything he says while he’s in love, drunk, or running for office.

  —SHIRLEY MACLAINE

  ~•~

  Q: How long does a Congressman serve?

  A: Depends on his sentence.

  ~•~

  Instead of giving a politician the keys to the city, it might be better to change the locks.

  —DOUG LARSON

  ••

  The cardinal rule of politics—never get caught in bed with a live man or a dead woman.

  —J. R. EWING

  •••

  When a politician changes his position it’s sometimes hard to tell whether he has seen the light or felt the heat.

  —ROBERT FUOSS

  ••

  The infectiousness of crime is like that of the plague.

  —NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

  •••

  In a closed society where everybody’s guilty, the only crime is getting caught. In a world of thieves, the only final sin is stupidity.

  —HUNTER S. THOMPSON

  ••

  The only power any government has is the power to crack down on criminals. Well, when there aren’t enough criminals, one makes them. One declares so many things to be a crime that it becomes impossible for men to live without breaking laws.

  —AYN RAND

  •••

  What $50,000 Will Buy You In Washington, DC2
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  Organized crime in America takes in over forty billion dollars a year and spends very little on office supplies.

  —WOODY ALLEN

  ••

  Homosexuality in Russia is a crime and the punishment is seven years in prison, locked up with the other men. There is a three-year waiting list.

  —YAKOV SMIRNOFF

  •••

  Nixon told us he was going to take crime out of the streets. He did. He took it into the damn White House.

  —RALPH ABERNATHY

  ••

  A politician can appear to have his nose to the grindstone while straddling a fence and keeping both ears to the ground.

  —ANONYMOUS

  •••

  The reason there are so few female politicians is that it is too much trouble to put makeup on two faces.

  —MAUREEN MURPHY

  ••

  As a rule of thumb, if the government wants you to know it, it probably isn’t true.

  —CRAIG MURRAY

  •••

  Democracy is defended in three stages. Ballot Box, Jury Box, Cartridge Box.

  —AMBROSE BIERCE

  ••

  Bureaucracy defends the status quo long past the time when the quo has lost its status.

  —LAURENCE J. PETER

  •••

  The illegal we do immediately. The unconstitutional takes a little longer.

  —HENRY KISSINGER

  ••

  The truth is a frequent casualty in the heat of an election campaign.

  —TIP O’NEILL

  •••

  Avoid all needle drugs. The only dope worth shooting is Richard Nixon.

  —ABBIE HOFFMAN

  ••

  Nixon impeached himself. He gave us Gerald Ford as his revenge.

  —BELLA ABZUG

  •••

  He is a man of his most recent word.

  —WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY [ON LYNDON JOHNSON]

  ••

  No man’s life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session.

  —MARK TWAIN

  •••

  When you start looking for some politician’s footprints on the sands of time, steer for the mud holes first.

  —ROBERT ELLIOTT GONZALES

  ••

  Politics: the art of appearing candid and completely open while concealing as much as possible.

  —FRANK HERBERT, IN DUNE

  •••

  Political language . . . is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable.

  —GEORGE ORWELL

  ••

  People always ask me, “Where were you when Kennedy got shot?” . . . Well, I don’t have an alibi.

  —EMO PHILIPS

  •••

  If a politician murders his mother, the first response of the press or of his opponents will likely be not that it was a terrible thing to do, but rather that in a statement made six years before he had gone on record as being opposed to matricide.

  —MEG GREENFIELD

  ••

  There is no kind of dishonesty into which otherwise good people more easily and frequently fall than that of defrauding the government.

  —BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

  •••

  Whenever a man has cast a longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct.

  —THOMAS JEFFERSON

  ••

  Son, if you can’t take their money, drink their whiskey, screw their women, and then vote against ’em, you don’t deserve to be here.

  —SAM RAYBURN, FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

  •••

  When the president does it, it means it’s not illegal.

  —RICHARD NIXON

  ••

  Washington, DC is to lying what Wisconsin is to cheese.
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