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  What people are saying about




  Pagan Portals - Lugh




  In her wonderful book, Pagan Portals - Lugh, Morgan Daimler takes us into the mystical mythology of Lugh as the many-skilled king and warrior of the Tuatha De Danann. She takes us back into history and brings forth this fascinating god of the Irish Celts into a modern understanding of him. This book is highly recommended to anyone who seeks to reach into the depths of the Irish Otherworld.




  Chris Allaun, author of Otherworld: Ecstatic Witchcraft for the Spirits of the Land and Upperworld: Shamanism and Magick of the Celestial Realm




  As a longtime devotee of Lugh and fan of Morgan Daimler’s work, I am delighted to recommend her latest book, this time on the omni-talented god, Lugh. With his origins in oaths, skills, and storms; Morgan Daimler, speaking cogently to his nature, and how he has been perceived over time, once again demonstrates her expertise and familiarity with the material, in the concise, thorough, accurate, and accessible way that has become hallmark of her style. For those who are trying to get to know the sometimes difficult to grasp, but important god, Lugh, and for those already familiar with him, Morgan Daimler’s latest work will be a worthwhile addition to your library.




  Brian Walsh, Storyteller, Therapist, Chaplain and author of The Secret Commonwealth and the Fairy Belief Complex




  Well researched, providing a concise source book of pretty much everything you could possibly want to know about Lugh.




  Luke Eastwood, author of The Druid’s Primer




  Well researched and clearly written, Morgan Daimler provides another concise and essential guide to one of our most beloved Celtic deities. Highly recommended.




  Danu Forest, Celtic scholar and author of Wild Magic - Celtic folk traditions for the solitary practitioner




  At the heart of Morgan Daimler’s text is the transition between how Lugh was portrayed in Irish myth and folklore, and how that was changed, particularly in the early 20th Century. The differences are quite startling, but Daimler takes the reader through these differences with confidence and authority. There is plenty of scope for the reader to begin their own investigation of Lugh, with an interesting array of resources referenced throughout. This is the perfect re-introduction to a well-known God who may not be who you thought he was!




  Andrew Anderson, author of The Ritual of Writing and Artio and Artaois
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  This book is for all who follow the Many-Gifted God in the world today and all who are seeking him.




  Dedicated to the memory of Cori Taylor, a woman of many skills and a generous spirit who will be greatly missed by everyone who knew and loved her.
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Author’s Note





  Irish paganism has been steadily gaining in popularity and while more attention tends to be paid to the goddesses, there are several higher profile gods including Lugh. Despite this general popularity it can be surprisingly difficult to find good sources about him because he is often only discussed shallowly or conflated with various counterparts from other Celtic language cultures. The same basic information about him is repeated from source to source, often freely mixing older mythology with modern opinions. Because of this Pagan Portals - Lugh was written as a resource for seekers of the Irish god of many skills based on both solid academic material, older mythology, folklore, and modern anecdotes. It is meant to be a basic introduction to this deity and also a bridge for beginners to feel more comfortable as they seek to learn more about this powerful and important deity before moving forward.




  In writing this I have drawn on many different sources and have carefully referenced and cited all of them. My own degree is in psychology so I prefer to use the APA method of citations. This means that within the text after quotes or paraphrased material the reader will see a set of parenthesis containing the author’s last name and date the source was published; this can then be cross references with the bibliography at the end of the book. I find this method to be a good one and I prefer it over footnotes or other methods of citation which is why it’s the one I use. I have also included end notes in some places where a point needs to be expanded on or further discussed but where it would be awkward to do that within the text itself.




  I would also like to add a note here about the spelling throughout this book. I include the names in the original languages as much as possible and prefer to avoid Anglicization wherever possible, however prior to the 20th century there was no standardized spelling in Irish and the Irish language itself features grammatical forms not found in English, which means that there are variations in how the names are spelled that I realize may be confusing to English speakers. I will try to use one main spelling for each primary name as much as possible except when quoting a source that uses a variant spelling.




  While this book can and does serve as a stand-alone work, ideally, I hope that the reader will be drawn to learn more and decide to continue seeking. Lugh is a multi-layered deity and it would take a book of a much greater length to cover all of his complexity. That is why this text is meant as an introduction and not a definitive guide. In order for readers to use this book as a stepping stone towards further research I have provided a list of both the references I used in my writing and also of recommended further reading at the end of the book under the bibliography. I have tried to offer books which represent an array of options for people, with different viewpoints and approaches to honouring Lugh. I would note, however, that as far as I know at the time I am writing this, there is no other full-length nonfiction book written only on Lugh. Most readers who are seeking to learn more about Lugh will need to research the original myths for themselves as well as looking for what material can be found piecemeal in more modern books on Irish or Celtic paganism. I highly recommend looking at the original mythology to get a feel for Lugh’s personality.




  As I have said before in my previous Pagan Portals, I do not think that the religious framework we use to connect to the Gods matters as much as the effort to honour the old Gods itself. I think we can all do this respectfully and with an appreciation for history without the need for any particular religion. Whether we are Reconstructionists, Wiccans, or Celtic pagans all that really matter is that we are approaching our faith with sincerity and a genuine intention. To that end this book is written without any specific spiritual faith in mind, beyond polytheism, and it is up to the reader to decide how best to incorporate the material. My own personal path is rooted in witchcraft and reconstruction so that is bound to colour some of my opinions in the text, however, so the reader may want to keep that in mind.




  I have been an Irish pagan since 1991 and have long had a deep respect for Lugh although I do not have a strong personal connection to him. He is not one of the primary Gods I honour but he is an important deity within the Tuatha De Danann and I think that to understand the Irish Gods one must have at least a basic understanding of Lugh and his wider role. For some people this book may be the first step towards connecting to this important deity. For others this book may simply provide a greater understanding of Lugh, his history, and modern beliefs and practices associated with him. In either case I hope that the reader feels that some value is gained from the time spent with this little volume, getting to know Lugh.







  



  
Introduction





  One of the most popular of the Irish Gods is Lugh, known as Lug in older Irish and Lú in modern Irish. His name has multiple variants in older Irish including Luch, Lucc, Luog, Lugo, Lugai, and Lochca (Grey, 1983). He features heavily in some of the most important mythology of the Tuatha De Danann and appears in more subtle ways in in other myths, including the Táin Bó Cúailnge. He is also a pan-Celtic deity who can be found in other Celtic language speaking cultures, notably the Welsh and Gaulish.




  The name Lugh is derived from the proto-Indo-European root *leug(h) which most likely means ‘to swear an oath’ (O hOgain, 2006). The meaning of Lugh’s name has been heavily debated for many years however and while the oath-taking meaning can be strongly supported there are other options, such as ‘light’, that one will find reading through articles about him. I’d encourage readers to keep the oath-taking meaning in mind but consider the alternate meanings suggested as a sort of folk etymology, reflecting perceptions of Lugh.




  There are arguments put forth that Lugh and his Welsh counterpart Lleu were late arrivals to insular Celtic belief, having been imported from the continent. This pattern of deity spread and importation is not uncommon and can be seen with other deities who do have firmer suggested arrival dates; there is no such arrival date with Lugh or clear pattern of transmission1. In contrast Koch suggests that Lugh wasn’t a later graft into the Tuatha De Danann but rather “arrives late on the scene in myth because he is the god of advanced culture” (Koch, 1992, p 253, footnote 22). Whether or not Lugh was an early arrival or later import his importance within Irish Celtic belief is clear and there are at least two earlier Irish tribal groups who took their names from Lugh. The Luigni – literally people of Lugh - in Connacht and the Luigni Temro [people of Lugh of Teamhair] in county Meath, groups who can be attested back to the 4th or 5th century through Ogham inscriptions on stones (Williams, 2016).




  Another sign of Lugh’s importance is the number of personal names associated with him, including the popular Lugaid and Lugadech, which likely mean something close to ‘person who honours Lugh’. There is some debate about whether the ‘lu’ part of the name here refers to the deity or is the later Irish word for a warrior or hero, but since the later term is likely based in the name of the deity and referring to him, however obliquely later, the connection between the name and Lugh still stands (Williams, 2016). We find similar names in Britain and Gaul, via inscriptions, which also may reflect2 a connection to the deity in his various cultural iterations.




  Lugh is a complex figure, both inside Ireland and in related cultures. His widespread popularity across various regions and the collected mythology has created a patchwork of stories and beliefs that may contradict each other or seem incompatible yet which all reflect genuine beliefs. All of the material that can feasibly be presented in this text will be and the contradictions will be dealt with whenever possible but the reader should be aware that where Lugh is involved there may not be easy or straightforward answers. He can be found in forms that are clearly divine in nature, such as Lugh of the Tuatha De Danann, but also appears acting in a divine manner in stories where he declares himself “of the seed of Adam”3 and later further euhemerized into a human form as the founder of septs or teacher of human kings.




  Understanding Lugh, ultimately, is about accepting all of these contradictions rather than trying to find answers to them. Lugh’s complexity cannot be simplified but that doesn’t prevent us from creating a single image of him from the pieces that we have to work with. As you read on, do so with an open mind and a willingness to consider the multitude of correct answers to single questions and you will find yourself beginning, I think, to understand who Lugh is.




  End Notes




1 Brighid would be a good example of such importation and transmission as there are firmer theories about her migrations and which groups carried her to new areas. I discuss this in my previous work Pagan Portals - Brigid.




2 There has also been some suggestion that the names referencing lugos for warriors may actually be using a homonym meaning lynx, although John Carey has argued strongly against that interpretation. Further on this can be found in Williams book ‘Ireland’s Immortals’ and Carey’s article ‘Celtic Lugus ‘Lynx’: A Phantom Big Cat?’




3 Quoting the Baile an Scáil, where Lugh appears to the human king Conn in the Otherworld to convey sovereignty and a prophecy to him, but begins by telling Conn that Lugh is human, dead, and a revered ancestor.
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