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Introduction

People often say the American West was tamed by brave pioneers. That’s partly true, but without their horses, those pioneers might still be “on their way”!

As the only available form of transportation on land in America for hundreds of years, the horse formed an ancient bond and a fragile alliance with the human, and the human with the horse.

That human was often the “Cowboy.” His role developed out of the need for skilled horsemen and stockmen to tend the vast herds of cattle in North America. There have been Cowboys all around the world who have honed their skills despite great danger to themselves. Nowadays, “Cowboy” is a term that’s often used derisively. But it’s a shame everyone doesn’t have a chance to experience the thrill of a newborn calf taking its first breath because a Cowboy had the skill to pen the cow and pull the calf—or even do a caesarean in a pasture with only a horse, a saddle, a rope, and some primitive operating instruments, managing to save two lives at the risk of his own.

Anyway, I hope you see how ignorant it is to use the term “Cowboy” with contempt.

Looking around today, we see that the horse is used for many purposes, including ranch work, dressage, jumping, reining, cutting, pleasure riding, and driving. Work with horses is therapeutic to kids who come from troubled homes. When you care for a horse and work with a horse, it can you help you find yourself and make progress as a person.

There is so much diversity in the horse world today that it often seems as though there are a multitude of cliques to be a member of! My dear departed friend Ray Harmon once said, “I hate those cliques … unless, of course, I’m included in one!” But all these groups, whether they are from the city or the country, the desert or the mountains, are attracted to the noble creature, the horse. He can make you feel secure or insecure, safe or worried, confident or doubtful, cared about … or not! All depending on how the horse feels about you and how you work with him.

In this book you will enjoy quips and quotes from many people you’ve heard of and many you haven’t. You may find yourself thinking, “I wish I’d said that!”

The wisdom, humor, and wit in these pages will entertain, and as you read, I bet you will hope, as I do, that the bond between people and horses will always be a part of the human condition.

—Buck Brannaman 
July 2007
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chapter one
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We Turn to Horses: Some Opening Observations

Who would have thought that the horse, long ago replaced at its original jobs by machines, would return as one of the country’s most important sport and recreational interests? … A century ago, people had horses in order to live; today many people live to have horses.

—ROBERT M. MILLER, D.V.M., AND RICK LAMB
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Working with [horses] can be a very revealing time for the owner —any fear that was there to start with is greatly magnified. And I don’t know anyone who wants the things below the surface of their psyches to be revealed publicly. Surprise! Around horses, it all comes to the surface.

—BUCK BRANNAMAN
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A good horse has justice in his heart. I’ve seen it.

—CORMAC MCCARTHY
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Despite our best efforts, horses and accidents are, unfortunately, related subjects.… According to one source, “[horseback] riding, motorcycling, and automobile racing are the three most dangerous sports.”

—JAMES CLARK-DAWE, ESQ.
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The extraordinary and thrilling affinity between the radically different minds of humans and horses has rewarded both humans and horses for thousands of years.

—SIMON BARNES
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Nothing brings such innocent joy or such profound awareness that I am not invincible as the horseback experience.

—MELISSA SOVEY-NELSON, IF I HAD A HORSE
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Of course horses can be wrong in their truthfulness—they may report a tiger in the laundry basket or a brace of dragons flying overhead—but this wrongness isn’t deception. Horses do not lie.

—HELEN HUSHER, CONVERSATIONS WITH A PRINCE
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My mom used to say, “Winnie Willis, in the beginning God created heaven and earth and horses. And sometimes I have to wonder if the good Lord shouldn’t have quit while he was ahead.”

—DANDI DALEY MACKALL
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Like human beings, horses are all individuals with singular personalities, their own virtues and their own faults. We become bound to them for their beauty, their eccentricities, their heart and the love they so often return to us.

—LANA SLATON
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The horse—the noblest, bravest, proudest, most courageous, and certainly the most perverse and infuriating animal that humans ever domesticated.

—ANNE MCCAFFREY
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Think of the horse as a pure survivor. He’s an animal other animals eat; therefore, by nature, he’s afraid. This instinct has kept him alive for fifty million years.

—CRAIG CAMERON
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[My mother] told me the better I behaved, the better I should be treated … “But,” said she, “there are a great many kinds of men … I hope you will fall into good hands; but a horse never knows who may buy him, or who may drive him; it is all a chance for us.”

—ANNA SEWELL, BLACK BEAUTY: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A HORSE
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You cannot remain unmoved by the gentleness and conformation of a well-bred and well-trained horse—more than a thousand pounds of big-boned, well-muscled animal, slick coat and sweet of smell, obedient and mannerly, and yet forever a menace …

—ALBERT BORGMANN, CROSSING THE POSTMODERN DIVIDE
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The grace and beauty of the horse enthralls us today in the same way it enthralled caveman artists if many millennia ago. Horses are living works of art.

—ROBERT M. MILLER, D.V.M., UNDERSTANDING THE ANCIENT SECRETS OF THE HORSE’S MIND
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It is not the duty of the horse to be a biofeedback mechanism for yearning humans; yet it is remarkable how consistently people with horses claim to have learned much about themselves through them.

—TOM MCGUANE
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You’re not working on your horse, you’re working on yourself.

—RAY HUNT
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Even in the twenty-first century, we turn to horses. No, let me rephrase that. especially in the twenty-first century, we turn to horses.

—SIMON BARNES
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chapter two
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Ages of the Horse: Horses through History

Once tamed, horses changed human history.

—PATRICIA LAUBER, THE TRUE-OR-FALSE BOOK OF HORSES
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Horseshoes were common by the eleventh century, and by the twelfth century were being mass produced.

—DEBORAH EVE RUBIN, HORSE TRIVIA: A HIPPOFILE’S DELIGHT
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In the late 1920s, man-versus-horse races became popular across the country. [In 1927] Paul “Hardrock” Simpson … took on a Texas pony named Maude in 500-mile race with a $500 prize. exhausted, they both called it quits after two days. Simpson had covered 145 miles; Maude, 150.

—JOANNA SAYAGO, RUNNER’S WORLD
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The horse was acquired by the Sioux in 1770. By 1890 we were all confined to reservations. We still had horses, but we were no longer the great horse culture living that life.

—LINDA LITTLE WOLF
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They had metal sandals for the Roman draft horses that they tied on to the horse’s foot with a thong, but those could go no faster than a walk, so they were not used for the cavalry horses.

—SABINE KELLS
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The largest horse in history was a Shire horse named Sampson, later renamed Mammoth, foaled in 1846 in Bedfordshire, England. He stood 21.21/2 hands high (i.e., 7 ft. 21/2 in. or 2.20m), and his peak weight was estimated at over 3,300 pounds.

—WIKIPEDIA
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The knowledge of how to care for horses went from commonplace and normal to rare and esoteric in one generation.… The generation that preceded the First World War was raised in the Age of the Horse; the generation that followed was raised in the Age of the Automobile.

—MARGARET KORDA AND MICHAEL KORDA, HORSE HOUSEKEEPING
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For at least fourteen thousand years before the arrival of the horse, Native Americans used dogs in everyday life.… When horses came along, it was only natural … to view them as big dogs. The horse was called big dog, medicine dog, elk dog, spirit dog, and mysterious dog.

—GAWANI PONY BOY
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The Bedouin people customarily congratulated each other on three occasions: The birth of a son, the emergence of a poet within a tribe, and when a foal was born.

—BACHIR BSERANI
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In backwoods justice, horse stealing was worse than manslaughter and a frequent occasion for lynching. To call a man a horse thief was the ultimate insult.

DEBORAH EVE RUBIN, HORSE TRIVIA: A HIPPOFILE’S DELIGHT
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The difference between people who own horses and horsemen is that horsemen are people who appreciate the sacrifice a horse has made to have a relationship with a predator—a human being.

—E. W. “BUFF” HILDRETH
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May you always ride a good horse!

—RICHARD SHRAKE
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People who have never lived on horseback and are not familiar with the big pastures in rough country would not understand the feeling that is developed among all members of a ranch family for certain individual horses.

—BEN K. GREEN
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A prince is never surrounded by as much majesty on his throne as he is on a beautiful horse.

—WILLIAM CAVENDISH (1592–1676)
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Men on horseback have created most of the world’s history.

—ANONYMOUS
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Horses are humanity’s best friends. They have done everything for us, their friends. Think about war. Think about bad weather. Think about the Wild West in America. What would they have done without the horse?

—GEORGE THEODORESCU
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A horse is a safer bet than the trains.

—BORIS JOHNSON
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I saw the World Spirit seated on a horse.

—GEORG WILHELM FRIEDRICH HEGEL (1770–1831)
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The big horse market was the Army. You could get $200 for a gelding while a cow and a calf only sold for $40 to $50 and a new car for $1,000 so you could purchase a new car for five geldings. one day alone, I sold 185 horses to the army remount service.

—HARRY WIESCAMP
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In London’s fashionable West end, the mews—where tiny houses and apartments now sell for a fortune—were merely cobbled alleyways behind the great houses, where the family’s horse (or horses) were kept, and above whose stable the coachman and the groom were lodged.

—MARGARET KORDA AND MICHAEL KORDA, HORSE HOUSEKEEPING
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Remember that the most important gait of the hunter is the halt.

—WILLIAM P. WADSWORTH
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The origin of the Arabian horse is a great zoological mystery. When we first encounter him, he is somewhat smaller than his counterpart today. otherwise, he has remained unchanged through all the centuries. “As old as time itself and as fleet as its flying moments” perfectly describes him.

—JUDITH FORBIS, THE CLASSIC ARABIAN HORSE
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The North African mule talks always of his mother’s brother, the horse, but never of his father, the donkey, in favor of others supposedly more reputable.

—CLIFFORD GEERTZ
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A good example of a simple technology with profound historical consequences is hay. Nobody knows who invented hay, the idea of cutting grass in the autumn and storing it in large enough quantities to keep horses and cows alive through the winter.

—FREEMAN DYSON, INFINITE IN ALL DIRECTIONS
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The cowboys … each have to undergo much hard toil … on account of the extreme slowness with which everything must be done, as trail cattle should never be hurried.

—THEODORE ROOSEVELT (1858–1919)
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Many a man who sticks constantly to the roads and lines of gates, who, from principle, never looks at a fence, is much attached to hunting. Some of those who have borne great names as Nimrods in our hunting annals would as life have led a forlorn hope as to put a horse in flight of hurdles.

—ANTHONY TROLLOPE
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As long as wild horses are galloping free, I’ll dream of the West as I want it to be.

—RITA AND CHARLIE SUMMERS
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It was quite customary as late as 1890 to see a countryman returning from the market, fast asleep, slumped forward over his saddle bar while his horse plodded his own way home.

—DOROTHY HARTLEY
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Certainly the opening of the western frontiers of America was made possible by horses that were ridden and packed under saddle and those that worked in harness.

—ANDY RUSSELL, HORSES AND HORSEMEN
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Traces of ancient horse manure have been found in a remote 5,600-year-old kazakh village—a discovery that could be the earliest known evidence of horse domestication.

—NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.COM
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The history of horsemanship is less about sugar than pepper, less about light than dark, less about mindful kindness than thoughtless cruelty.

—LAWRENCE SCANLAN
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Assault was content. Life was good here. It was probably even better for him, he thought, than it was for the mustang horses who used to run here wild and free nearly one hundred years ago.

—MARJORIE HODGSON PARKER
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Though I am an old horse … I never yet could make out why men are so fond of this sport; they often hurt themselves, often spoil good horses, and tear up the fields, and all for a hare, or a fox, or a stag … but we are only horses, and don’t know.

—ANNA SEWELL
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I got a horse for my cowboy … best trade I ever made!

—ANONYMOUS
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[I]f one squadron of horse cavalry … had been available to me at San Stefano … they would have enabled me to cut off and capture the entire German force opposing me along the north coast road and would have permitted my entry into Messina at least forty-eight hours earlier.

—LT. GEN. L. K. TRUSCOT JR., DURING WORLD WAR II
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Cowboys call skill with horses being “handy.”

—CHRIS IRWIN, HORSES DON’T LIE
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In some ways American hunting in the early twentieth century, when it became officially organized with associations and “recognized hunts,” was more English than the Englishsomewhere in Europe, a way for nouveau riche northern plutocrats and faded-glory southern gentry to burnish their self-styled aristocratic images.

—STEPHEN BUDIANSKY, TALLYHO AND TRIBULATION

[image: image]

The equine influence reaches far back, to where the first captive horse was likely found in a bog by hunters somewhere in europe or Asia.

—ANDY RUSSELL, HORSES AND HORSEMEN
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Through our entire history we have become accustomed to pushing [animals] around in ways dictated by our own wants and needs without much regard for theirs.

—STANLEY SCHMIDT
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Other times he could not afford to eat. But there was never a day when he wanted to trade his chaps for a job with a boss looking over his shoulder.

—DIRK JOHNSON, A COWBOY’S LAST CHANCE
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The first Marchioness [of Salisbury] was painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, and hunted till the day she died at eighty-five, when, half-blind and strapped to the saddle, she was accompanied by a groom who would shout, when her horse approached a fence, “Jump, dammit, my Lady, jump!”

—BARBARA TUCHMAN, THE PROUD TOWER

[image: image]

Of all the animals the horse is the best friend of the Indian, for without it he could not go on long journeys. A horse is the Indian’s most valuable piece of property.

—BRAVE BUFFALO, A TETON SIOUX MEDICINE MAN
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Western fieldwork conjures up images of struggle on horseback.

—STEPHEN JAY GOULD
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Maybe early man, tired of wearing down his callused feet on hard trails, watched … a wild horse herd thunder by.… Covetous of the speed and freedom promised … he may have woven a rope … hung it on a limb over a trail leading to water and hid to wait.

—ANDY RUSSELL, HORSES AND HORSEMEN

[image: image]

About four o’clock in the afternoon … he turns up at the hunting stables … he says nothing of himself.… Why should he tell that he had been nearly an hour on foot trying to catch his horse, that he had sat himself down on a bank and almost cried, and that he had drained his flask … before one o’clock?

—ANTHONY TROLLOPE
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In Westerns you were permitted to kiss your horse but never your girl.

—GARY COOPER
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The story is told of a man who, seeing one of the thoroughbred stables for the first time, suddenly removed his hat and said in awed tones, “My Lord! The cathedral of the horse.”

—KENTUCKY: A GUIDE TO THE BLUEGRASS STATE (THE WPA GUIDE TO KENTUCKY)
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Fox hunting is essentially an inner struggle against dashed hopes. It is an elemental experience for horse and human being alike.

—STEPHEN BUDIANSKY, TALLYHO AND TRIBULATION
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Of the horse I will say nothing because I know the times.

—LEONARDO DA VINCI (1452–1519), ON A HUGE EQUESTRIAN STATUE THAT LEONARDO HAD BEEN COMMISSIONED TO DESIGN AND CREATE, BUT WHICH WAS NEVER CAST UNTIL MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED YEARS LATER, IN 1999, WHEN TWO HUGE STATUES BASED UPON HIS DESIGN WERE FINALLY MADE.
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