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Chapter 1 GO FLY A KITE


Henry Heckelbeck and his best friend, Dudley Day, raced into the backyard.

Both boys stared at the tops of the trees. They watched the leaves flutter in the wind.
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“This is a PERFECT kite day,” Henry declared.

“Finally!” agreed Dudley. The boys had been waiting for a windy day for weeks.

They grabbed their kites, invited Henry’s dad, and then went to the park.
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Henry had a green-purple- and-blue kite. Dudley had a big rainbow-colored kite that was shaped like a diamond.
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At the park, the boys passed a kickball game, picnickers, and a dad playing catch with his daughter. Soon they found an open area.
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The boys backed away from each other so their lines wouldn’t get tangled. Then they grabbed their kites in one hand and their spools in the other.

“Ready?” yelled Dudley.

Henry nodded. Then both boys began to run. They let out their lines slowly. The kites began to climb into the air. The more line they let out, the higher the kites climbed.
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“Let’s do some tricks!” Henry cried. He made his kite dive and spin.
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Dudley made his kite go in a figure eight. Then a huge gust of wind snapped Henry’s line, and his kite flew away.
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“Oh no! My kite!” Henry raced after his runaway kite.

Dudley spooled his line and ran after Henry. Soon the wind began to let up, and Henry’s kite began to fall.

Wisp! Wisp! Wisp! The kite swished toward the ground, and… CRASH!
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Chapter 2 THE STARTING LINE


The kite crash-landed on top of Sugar Hill.

The boys charged after it. Then Henry fell to his knees and grabbed his kite. Dudley plunked down beside him.
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“How does it look?” asked Dudley.

Henry flipped his kite front to back. “It looks okay, except for the broken line.”

The boys flopped onto their backs to catch their breath from running so fast. That’s when Henry noticed a huge inflatable arch at the top of the hill.
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“What’s that for?” he asked.

Dudley rolled onto his side and looked at the red arch. Across the top, in blue letters, it said BREWSTER’S FIRST ANNUAL RACE CAR DERBY.

“It’s a starting gate for some kind of race,” Dudley said. Beside the arch stood a tent with a line of people.

“Let’s find out MORE,” Henry said as he got up with his kite.
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