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CHAPTER 1 The Myth: Biden Is a Moderate



‘‘I have the most progressive record of anybody running,” Joe Biden blurted out in a moment of honesty before he entered the 2020 campaign.1 He does, as this book will show. But Biden is also known for his habitual blarney. Just as he is capable of bragging about his leftist record, so he is also capable of duping people about his “moderation”—the Big Lie the media has been pushing ever since he defeated Bernie Sanders in the Democratic primaries.


According to the dominant narrative, Biden is a harmless moderate. That’s the claim at the heart of the deception that he uses to conceal his dangerous agenda from the public. Biden portrays himself as a figure capable of “unifying” the country and “working across the aisle.”2 Biden feeds the myth that he is a moderate by playing up his bipartisan bona fides. On the campaign trail during the Democratic primaries, he made the preposterous claim that he would consider a Republican as his running mate.3 The chances of that happening are nil, given the hard-core leftist composition of the Democratic Party. But Biden, ever the phony, said it anyway. Later, as the primaries wore on and Biden needed to appeal to liberal Democrat voters, he promised to name a liberal woman.


“I’ve made life difficult for myself by putting intellectual consistency and principle above expediency,” Biden has said.4 What a laughable claim. The truth is that “ordinary Joe” long ago abandoned any sensible politics. As the Democratic Party moved to the hard left, so did he. Today he holds loony liberal views that mark him as a far-left Democrat. True, compared to Bernie Sanders, Biden is more moderate in his rhetoric. But relative to the rest of the country, he is a Big Government leftist and crypto-socialist. A Biden presidency would be anything but moderate. It would combine the worst of the Obama years with the new radicalism of the present-day Democratic Party.


This is, after all, a pol who giddily whispered in Barack Obama’s ear that a massive government takeover of health care “was a big fucking deal” and pushed a reluctant Obama to embrace gay marriage in 2012.5 Biden has bragged that he was the “highest-ranking elected U.S. official to support marriage equality.”6 He has declared, “Transgender equality is the civil rights issue of our time.”7


“Ordinary Joe” has morphed into something more like Hollywood Joe—an opportunistic dilettante who couldn’t care less about the ruinous consequences of extreme environmentalism for Rust Belt industries. His climate change plans read like a memo from Al Gore or Michael Moore. The presumptive Democratic nominee is willing to sacrifice countless jobs in the name of the absurd abstraction so trendy among the leftists who dominate his party: “environmental justice.” He has endorsed most of the ludicrous Green New Deal, vowed to ban fracking on federal lands, and promised “net-zero emissions” by 2050. And he has vowed that he “will not accept contributions from oil, gas and coal corporations or executives”—as if the companies that provide Americans with our gas and electricity were mafia dons.8


Biden’s extreme environmentalism would bankrupt the Rust Belt. Yet despite these destructive fantasies, he has the gall to pose as the candidate of the middle class and to claim that he will leave “no workers behind.”


The media, eager to fool independents and Republicans, is naturally helping Biden position himself as a less doctrinaire Democrat for the general election. But it’s all a con. Blue-collar Joe vanished decades ago. Biden is far more comfortable on The Ellen DeGeneres Show than on the streets of Scranton where he grew up. He has given up Amtrak for private jets and, like his lobbyist siblings and grifter son, has cashed in on his name since he left the Obama White House.


Biden has spent much of the 2020 campaign touting his role as a pioneer of fashionable left-wing causes—from demonizing oil companies over “climate change” to presiding at gay nuptials. (He angrily says that he “didn’t have to evolve” on LGBTQ issues; his support for them came early.)9


During the Democratic primary debates he said that all of the Democratic candidates were equally left-wing and “on the same page.” He was right. On issue after issue Biden has adopted the most hard-line liberal stance. He wants to abolish the death penalty, for example, a position that not even Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton took. “Because we cannot ensure we get death penalty cases right every time, Biden will work to pass legislation to eliminate the death penalty at the federal level, and incentivize states to follow the federal government’s example. These individuals should instead serve life sentences without probation or parole,” says his campaign website.10


As for abortions, Biden’s absolutism now extends to advocating that all Americans pay for them. He has bragged about his 100 percent rating from the National Abortion Rights Action League. And he has gone completely quiet on law-and-order issues as a form of politically correct penance for his past remarks on the subject.


All of his extreme positions should be thrown in Biden’s face during the general election, lest he hoodwink independents and liberal Republicans. All Donald Trump needs to do is quote Biden back to Biden and ask voters in the battleground states: Is this really what you want? A candidate who will raise your taxes, wipe out your jobs, regulate your industries into extinction, and turn public schools into laboratories for extreme LGBTQ experiments on vulnerable children?


Biden appears to have convinced himself that he is a gift to America and a moral authority for the world. He informs us that his sheer decency will get the “world to respect America again.” This is quite a claim coming from an admitted plagiarist who supports partial-birth abortion and once told China that he “fully understands” its policy of killing children conceived in excess of its eugenic quotas.


Highlighting his essential dishonesty, Biden launched his campaign with an ad based on a Big Lie about Donald Trump—that he had praised white supremacists who were at the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville.11 Trump had done nothing of the kind. He had simply noted that there were peaceful people on both sides of the issue of whether to take down or keep up statues of Robert E. Lee. And Biden has kept up this lie, saying that “everything the president says encourages white supremacists,” exposing his supposed desire for unity as a sham.12


Biden likes to talk about fighting for the “soul of the nation,” even as he corrodes his own soul by habitually lying and espousing shamelessly immoral positions.13 In the culture war, he is on Planned Parenthood’s side—in favor of exploiting the weak and encouraging the selfish. Yet this never stops him from trumpeting his moral credentials and playing the Catholic everyman. “I go to Mass and say the rosary,” he has said. “Personally for me, faith, it’s all about hope and purpose and strength, and for me, my religion is just an enormous sense of solace.”14


Biden’s Catholicism is as fraudulent as every other part of his public image. He treats his faith as a kind of mascot while betraying its most fundamental teachings. On distinctly Catholic issues—from abortion to embryonic stem cell research to gay marriage—his rating is 0 percent. Bishops and priests have said that they will not give him Communion on account of this record.15


Like former presidential candidate John Kerry, whose checkered Catholicism cost him the Catholic vote, Biden’s phony faith may very well prove more of a liability than an asset. It is just one more reminder that he is an out-of-touch elitist panting after the trends of the moment. Donald Trump won the Catholic vote in important states in 2016 and could win it again, owing to Biden’s unfaithful Catholicism.


But some might ask: Wasn’t Biden once a moderate? Here and there, it is true, he cast a few reasonable votes over his decades-long career as a U.S. senator. And one can find some quotations in which he sounds like a conservative. Like Teddy Kennedy, Biden was once hesitant about supporting abortion. “I don’t like the Supreme Court decision on abortion. I think it went too far. I don’t think that a woman has the sole right to say what should happen to her body,” he once said.16 But then, as the party moved to the left on the issue, he sold his soul to its Planned Parenthood wing and never made comments like those again.


And for the most part, even from the beginning of his career, Biden voted as a liberal Democrat. Back in 1995, the American Conservative Union gave him the anemic rating of 13 percent.


And notice how fast Biden has run away from the few good votes from his past. Take, for instance, his pitiful apology for helping to write the 1994 crime bill signed by Bill Clinton. He was once proud of it. “I was one of those guys in 1987 who tried to run on a platform that Clinton basically ran on in 1992. And that is, for a lack of a better phrase, his ‘Third Way.’ It worked. It’s where the American people are. It’s where the Democratic Party should have been.… One of the things I’m most angry about in the 2000 election, we’re now renegotiating as a party what the hell our message should be and who we are, when for me it was settled in 1992,” he has said.17


But on Martin Luther King Day in 2020, Biden ran away from his vote for that centrist crime bill, saying, “You know I’ve been in this fight for a long time. It goes not just to voting rights. It goes to the criminal justice system. I haven’t always been right. I know we haven’t always gotten things right, but I’ve always tried.” Biden appeared to blame his past support for the bill on the systematic racism all white people are supposed to be guilty of: “There’s something we have to admit—not you—we, white America, has to admit, there’s still a systematic racism and it goes almost unnoticed by so many of us.”18


Then there is Biden’s reversal on the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits taxpayer funding of abortion. In 2020 he told Planned Parenthood that his vote in favor of the amendment was a mistake and that he did not want to support limiting access to abortion in any way. “For many years as a U.S. senator, I have supported the Hyde Amendment as many, many others have because there was sufficient monies and circumstances where women were able to exercise that right [to abortion], women of color, poor women, women were not able to have access.… But circumstances have changed. I can’t justify leaving millions of women without access to the care they need and their ability to exercise their constitutionally protected right,” he has said.19


Or how about his embrace of his far-left primary opponents’ views on bankruptcy reform and free higher education? At one point in the 2020 campaign, Biden tweeted out, “Across the country, middle and working class families are being squeezed by debt. This is a massive problem, and one that we need all of the best ideas to solve. That’s why today, I’m adopting two plans from @BernieSanders and @ewarren to achieve this.” After Bernie finally endorsed him, Biden announced that he was going to continue to crib ideas from him by means of joint working groups. “Joe Biden announces that he and Bernie Sanders agreed to establish 6 policy working groups on issues from immigration, to criminal justice reform: ‘We’re looking forward to turning that work into positive change for the country,’ ” ABC reported.20


All of these reversals and evolutions—actually his rush to the far left of the Democratic Party—contradict the media’s mythology of Biden as a moderate. Yet the media still sustain the myth, saying that Biden represents “normalcy.” By which they mean a return to the extreme liberalism of the Obama years. Thus Biden’s claim that he will restore “decency” to the White House goes unchallenged. (Biden returns the favor, pandering to the press, promising to suspend Trump’s “all-out assault” on the media and saying piously, “We must urgently reverse the trend of threats to the media at home and abroad, and once we have reversed it, we must assure that attacks on our free press are never again acceptable in any corner of society, and certainly not in the White House.”)21


Emboldened by the sympathetic press, Biden says that he will save America from the “vulgar” Donald Trump. Is this the same Joe Biden who called a voter who challenged him “a horse’s ass” and told him he was “full of shit”?22 Is this the same Joe Biden whose pawing of women, including the wife of a defense secretary, became a source of scandal in the Obama White House?23 Is this the same Joe Biden who said that he didn’t want to debate Trump but beat him up? “I wish I were in high school, I could take him behind the gym. That’s what I wish,” Biden said.24 That doesn’t sound very presidential. But the media gives him a pass.


The media also gives him a pass on his claim that the Obama White House didn’t give off a whiff of scandal, even as its scandals continue to erupt, from his son Hunter’s corrupt dealings in China and Ukraine to the unmasking of Michael Flynn (it came out in May 2020 that Biden was one of the Obama officials who requested Flynn’s unmasking).


Biden oozes “authenticity,” the media purrs. That characterization is remarkable given that his first presidential run was blown up by a plagiarism scandal: Biden had lifted the words of British socialist politician Neil Kinnock to describe his own hardscrabble youth in Pennsylvania.25 Since when has Biden been authentic? He has been fibbing and plagiarizing all of his life. At Syracuse law school, he was nabbed for ripping off a law review article and putting it into one of his papers. He was given an F in the course and rebuked by his professor.26


Authenticity? This is the man who said he was arrested when he tried to visit Nelson Mandela in South Africa, a bogus claim he made up as recently as February 2020. (Biden later admitted that he made up the arrested part; he was just temporarily stopped.)27


Despite all of this baggage and more, Biden speaks of his run for the presidency in relentlessly moralistic terms. Thankfully, we can expect Trump to puncture Biden’s presumption and posturing. We know the media won’t. They accept his claim of moral superiority over Trump without question. One might have thought that in this #MeToo age, given Biden’s creepy, handsy penchant for sidling up to women, young and old, and whispering in their ears, a feminist talk show host or two would give him a hard time. But they don’t. The Oprahs and Ellens treat him with the respect due to an impeccable, wise, and kindly uncle. He is one of the good guys! No need to put his past under a microscope! Never mind the pictures of him cuddling up to female bikers (as male bikers glare at him angrily) and draping himself, Charlie Rose–like, over the wives and children of senators and cabinet officials.28


It will be up to Trump and the conservative media to remind Americans of these moments. Biden is moderate in neither his views nor his demeanor. The following pages will demonstrate how far to the left he has gone, and how ill-qualified he is for the presidency.










CHAPTER 2 “The First Thing I Would Do Is Eliminate Trump’s Tax Cut”



The contrast between Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders is not as great as is generally believed. Both men are redistributionists at heart, as the 2020 campaign made clear. “Senator Sanders and I may disagree on tactics, but we share a common vision,” Biden has said.


After Sanders left the race, Biden paid tribute to his socialist spirit: “I want to commend Bernie for being a powerful voice for a fairer and more just America. It’s voices like Bernie’s that refuse to allow us to just accept what is—that refuse to accept we can’t change what’s wrong in our nation—that refuse to accept the health and well-being of our fellow citizens and our planet isn’t our responsibility too. Bernie gets a lot of credit for his passionate advocacy for the issues he cares about. But he doesn’t get enough credit for being a voice that forces us all to take a hard look in the mirror and ask if we’ve done enough.” (As we have seen, Biden also agreed to form a working group with Sanders to see how they could harmonize their positions.)


Like most Democrats, Joe Biden has been a consistent tax hiker over his career. But in recent years, as the party moved with Bernie Sanders to the radical left, Biden’s position on redistributive taxation has hardened. Tax hiking, he said, would be his immediate goal as president: “[T]he first thing I would do as president is eliminate [President Trump’s] tax cut.”


Biden made this promise at a forum hosted by the Poor People’s Campaign in Washington, D.C. He told the group, “Number one—we have the greatest income inequity in the history of the United States of America since 1902. And the fact of the matter is, there is plenty—plenty!—of money to go around.”


Plenty of money to go around. In other words, Biden justifies higher taxes not by the legitimate needs of the federal government but by the need to fix inequality—that is, by the traditional socialist rationale for redistributing wealth.


So the purpose of America’s government is wealth redistribution—something that would have come as a surprise to our Founding Fathers. Our federal government was established to serve the people, not rob them. But as the saying goes, pols who rob Peter to pay Paul can always count on the vote of Paul.


Biden’s promise to raise taxes wasn’t an idle and random one. It is at the center of his economic platform. As Americans for Tax Reform has documented, he has made the promise at least ten times on the campaign trail, with such variations as “The first step is reverse President Trump’s tax cuts for the very wealthy and corporations,” “[L]ook, the tax cut he passed for multi-millionaires and billionaires, guess what, when I’m president, it’s gone. It’s gone,” and “[F]olks, on day one, on day one I will move Tump’s tax cuts, as well for the super wealthy.”


Americans for Tax Reform also points out that the first group to feel Biden’s tax hike will not be the wealthy. It will be the middle class. Biden’s promise to repeal the tax cuts is a promise to raise taxes. According to Americans for Tax Reform, if the tax cuts were repealed:




	A family of four earning the median income of $73,000 would see a $2,000 tax increase


	A single parent (with one child) making $41,000 would see a $1,300 tax increase


	
Millions of low- and middle-income households would be stuck paying the Obamacare individual mandate tax


	Utility bills would go up in all fifty states as a direct result of the corporate income tax increase


	Small employers would face a tax increase due to the repeal of the 20 percent deduction for small business income


	The United States would have the highest corporate income tax rate in the developed world


	Taxes would rise in every state and every congressional district


	The death tax would ensnare more families and businesses


	The AMT would snap back to hit millions of households


	Millions of households would see their child tax credit cut in half


	Millions of households would see their standard deduction cut in half, adding to their tax complexity as they are forced to itemize their deductions and deal with the shoebox full of receipts on top of the refrigerator







As noted by the New York Times, thanks to the GOP tax cuts, “Most people got a tax cut.” The NYT also stated, “To a large degree, the gap between perception and reality on the tax cuts appears to flow from a sustained—and misleading—effort by liberal opponents of the law to brand it as a broad middle-class tax increase.”


The Washington Post also stated, “Most Americans received a tax cut.”


More examples of the benefits stemming from the tax cuts are shown in a recent H&R Block report, which states, “overall tax liability is down 24.9 percent on average.” In Biden’s home state of Delaware, the report found that residents received a 24.8% tax cut.


Biden also lied to the American people when he ran for Vice President in 2008 when he repeatedly said he would not support any form of any tax that imposed even “one single penny” of tax increase on anyone making less than $250,000. Biden shattered that promise upon taking office.1





For Biden, there is always “plenty of money to go around,” a phrase he seems to have borrowed from his former boss Barack Obama, who famously said to Joe the Plumber, “If you’ve got a plumbing business, you’re gonna be better off if you’ve got a whole bunch of customers who can afford to hire you, and right now everybody’s so pinched that business is bad for everybody, and I think when you spread the wealth around, it’s good for everybody.”2


“Spreading the wealth around” wasn’t, in fact, good for everybody. The economy under the Obama-Biden administration floundered for eight years, never even reaching 3 percent growth. It was an administration of tax hikes, stringent regulation, and horrifically wasteful spending.


Biden’s rhetoric about the effects of Trump’s tax cut is so bogus that even CNN’s Jake Tapper said that “it is not true.” Tapper noted that Biden was blatantly lying when he said to the Teamsters, “Did you feel [Trump’s tax cut]? Did you get anything from it? Of course not, all of it went to folks at the top.”3


Biden is the traditional tax-and-spend Democrat. Philip Klein of the Washington Examiner analyzed Biden’s extravagant spending plans and found them anything but moderate: “He has proposed sweeping spending plans to expand Obamacare, pour money into ‘green’ energy, increase infrastructure, subsidize housing, and pump more money into education.” When Klein added it all up, it amounted to $6.015 trillion over a decade: “That’s more than the federal government is expected to spend on Medicaid over the next decade.”


According to Klein, Biden plans to spend $1.7 trillion on his climate plan, $1.3 trillion on his infrastructure plan (including such boondoggles as electric cars and high-speed rail), $750 billion on his health care plan, $750 billion on education, $750 billion on post–high school education, $640 billion for housing, and $125 billion to combat the opioid epidemic.4


Given these prodigal plans, one can see why Biden’s first priority is to raise taxes on middle-class Americans. During the coronavirus crisis, he belittled Trump’s stimulus packages, saying to the press that they needed to be a “hell of a lot bigger” and that “Milton Friedman isn’t running the show anymore.”5


Vice President Mike Pence has said, “I think the choice that we face in the country today is a choice between freedom and socialism, increasingly. President Trump has been advocating an agenda that’s built on the principles of freedom in the marketplaces, lower taxes, less regulation, more access to energy, better, fair trade deals. But increasingly, whether it be Joe Biden, whether it be Bernie Sanders, whether it be Elizabeth Warren and others in their party, they’re advocating a socialist agenda of more government, higher taxes and the same tired policies that created the malaise of the last administration where you saw less than 2 percent economic growth.”6


Indeed, that is the choice, Biden’s denials of socialism notwithstanding. He may reject the label of socialism, but he doesn’t reject its redistributionist underpinnings.


Tellingly, Paul Waldman, a left-wing writer at the Washington Post, swooned over Biden’s tax plans. “Joe Biden is more liberal than he looks,” Waldman burbled. “The policy plans he has laid out as part of his campaign are much more progressive than most anyone seems to realize.… In fact, [his tax plan] is so liberal—in very good ways—that when he was vice president it would have been considered radical, certainly too much for Barack Obama to have signed into law, or in some cases even suggested.”7


Conservative writers have also been struck by how far to the left of Obama’s tax plans Biden’s are.


“[Biden] has staked out a tax policy vision that puts him well to the left of former President Barack Obama,” wrote Andrew Wilford, a policy analyst at the National Taxpayers Union Foundation, for USA Today.


The Penn Wharton Budget Model score of Biden’s tax plan shows that it would raise taxes by $2.3–$2.6 trillion over the next ten years. His campaign’s estimate is that his tax plan would raise $3.2 trillion. Taxpayers at every income level will be hit by his litany of tax hikes, with at least 93 percent of each income group above the bottom 20 percent seeing a tax increase.8


Peter Suderman of Reason magazine calls Biden a “classic big-government liberal” who has followed the Democratic Party to the far left. “Biden is a moderate compared to Sanders, but he is notably to the left of previous Democratic standard-bearers. To describe Biden as a moderate without this context is to ignore the specifics of his agenda and the leftward shift in Democratic Party politics it represents,” Suderman wrote. Biden




has proposed $3.4 trillion worth of tax hikes—more than double what former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton proposed when she ran in 2016.


To some extent, this just makes Joe Biden a Democrat in 2020, a successor to President Obama whose approach to policy could be summed up as: “Obama, but more.” That alone puts him to the left of previous presidential nominees.9





Like most tax-and-spend Democrats, Biden has no concept of limited government. His political philosophy would inevitably mean greatly expanding the federal government. In fact, one of his core campaign promises is that he will expand the size of government and thereby “restore” the faith of Americans in it. He never once considers that it is the bloated character of the federal government that has diminished Americans’ faith in it.


Biden promises to undo every economic and regulatory policy Trump has enacted. He routinely lies about Trump’s motives (he says Trump, who doesn’t even take a presidential salary, is using the federal government to enrich himself), and for all his talk about uniting the country, he routinely plays class warfare. “This country wasn’t built by Wall Street bankers and CEOs and hedge fund managers. It was built by the American middle class,” Biden said, striking a divisive tone at the beginning of his campaign.


But it bears repeating that it is members of the American middle class who should fear Biden the most. Biden’s massive spending plans will require taxing them, and his plans to restore Obama’s job-destroying regulations will cost them jobs.


A vote for Biden is a vote for higher taxes and an anti-business administration, staffed by big government liberals hungry for ever more tax revenue. Trump has joked that Biden is “not going to be running the government,” but will be in a “home someplace” while “radical left socialists” run it for him.10 That is probably not far from the truth. Under a Biden administration, expect the Beto O’Rourkes to come for your guns and the Elizabeth Warrens to come for your money.










CHAPTER 3 “No One Will Be Deported at All for the First 100 Days”



Desperate to impress the hard-core base of the Democratic Party, Joe Biden keeps moving to the left on illegal immigration. Biden has adopted one of the most liberal positions possible on the question. He has even moved to the left of Barack Obama. Biden supports nothing less than turning America into a sanctuary country.


In 2007, he opposed sanctuary cities, notes The Hill. But now his campaign says to the press, “Biden believes that the Trump Administration’s approach to immigration, including its crackdown on sanctuary cities and especially its repugnant treatment of migrant children, is contrary to our values as a nation.”1


Tucker Carlson of Fox News has asked, “Is Joe Biden actually moderate? He hugs people. That doesn’t mean he is moderate. On immigration, for example, he is not moderate by anybody’s definition.”2


According to Andrew Arthur of the Center for Immigration Studies, “From his rejection of Trump diplomatic initiatives that have slowed the massive influx of migrants from Central America, to his promises to effectively end immigration enforcement in the United States, and to his vow to push for amnesty ‘for nearly 11 million undocumented immigrants,’ Biden has staked out positions that are not ‘center-left.’ They are not even ‘open borders.’ They are ‘open America,’ a roadmap to a country that punishes DHS employees who are sworn to enforce the law while promising taxpayer funding to immigrants (legal and illegal), as well as a dead-end to any attempt to control immigration to the United States.”3


During the 2020 campaign, Biden released a plan for immigration titled, “Plan for Securing our Values as a Nation of Immigrants.” In it, he touts Obama’s failed immigration policies and promises to push even more of them. He endorses Obama’s illegal executive orders and says that he would build upon them.


But there is one part of Obama’s record that Biden won’t defend: the deportations that took place under his administration. Biden has been critical of the deportations, calling them a “mistake.”4 Asked during the 2020 campaign how he would detain illegal immigrants, he replied, “I would not retain them behind bars.… Get rid of all the cages, everybody out of prisons.” Biden has made a startling campaign promise: “No one will be deported at all for the first 100 days.”


To the extent that he has any plan for addressing illegal immigration, it reads like something La Raza could have whipped up. Naturally, amnesty is the organizing principle of his campaign proposal on illegal immigration. Biden says that he wants a “a roadmap to citizenship for the nearly 11 million people who have been living in and strengthening our country for years.”


He falsely implies that amnesty is an American tradition: “As president, Biden will commit significant political capital to finally deliver legislative immigration reform to ensure that the U.S. remains open and welcoming to people from every part of the world—and to bring hardworking people who have enriched our communities and our country, in some cases for decades, out of the shadows. This is not just of concern to Latino communities, this touches families of every heritage and background. There are approximately 1.7 million undocumented immigrants from Asia in the U.S., as well as hundreds of thousands from Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and the Caribbean.”


And Biden is, of course, opposed to any wall on the border: “Trump has waged an unrelenting assault on our values and our history as a nation of immigrants. It’s wrong, and it stops when Joe Biden is elected president.… His obsession with building a wall does nothing to address security challenges while costing taxpayers billions of dollars.” (Never mind that in 2006 Biden endorsed a physical barrier, as CNN has reported: “Folks, I voted for a fence, I voted, unlike most Democrats—and some of you won’t like it—I voted for 700 miles of fence. But, let me tell you, we can build a fence 40 stories high—unless you change the dynamic in Mexico and—and you will not like this, and—punish American employers who knowingly violate the law when, in fact, they hire illegals. Unless you do those two things, all the rest is window dressing.”)


And Biden is opposed to Trump’s merit-based approach to legal immigration. In contrast, he promises to “[p]reserve preferences for diversity in the current system. Trump has set his sights on abolishing the Diversity Visa lottery. This is a program that brings up to 50,000 immigrants from underrepresented countries to the U.S. each year. He has disparaged the system as a ‘horror show’ and repeatedly misrepresents how the lottery is administered, while demonizing and insulting with racist overtones those who receive the visas. Diversity preferences are essential to preserving a robust and vibrant immigration system. As president, Biden will reaffirm our core values and preserve the critical role of diversity preferences to ensure immigrants everywhere have the chance to legally become U.S. citizens.”


Biden’s plan contains no measures to stop illegal immigration. He simply declares it a non-issue: “We know that immigrants and immigrant communities are not a threat to our security, and the government should never use xenophobia or fear tactics to scare voters for political gain. It’s irresponsible and un-American. Building a wall from sea-to-shining-sea is not a serious policy solution—it’s a waste of money, and it diverts critical resources away from the real threats.”


He gives some lip service to stopping criminals from entering the country, but he clearly doesn’t consider illegal immigration per se to be a threat. To the extent that he offers any solution, he endorses a pie-in-the-sky “root causes” approach, whereby the United States somehow fixes the countries from which illegal immigrants are coming. His campaign website explains:




The worst place to deal with irregular migration is at our own border. Rather than working in a cooperative manner with countries in the region to manage the crisis, Trump’s erratic, enforcement-only approach is making things worse. The best way to solve this challenge is to address the underlying violence, instability, and lack of opportunity that is compelling people to leave their homes in the Northern Triangle countries of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras in the first place. As Vice President, Biden was the architect of a major program of U.S. assistance to advance reforms in Central America and address the key factors driving migration.


As president, Biden will pursue a comprehensive strategy to strengthen the security and prosperity of Central America in partnership with the people of the region that:







	Addresses the root causes of migration by fostering greater security, economic development, and respect for the rule of law in Central America. The Northern Triangle is riven by violence, plagued by narco-trafficking, and held in fear by criminal organizations wielding military-grade weapons, and it is particularly dangerous for women and children. Biden will propose a four-year, $4 billion package of assistance for the region, with aid linked to governments in the region delivering measurable reductions in gang and gender-based violence, improvements in legal and educational systems, and implementation of anti-corruption measures, among other things. This support will also be supplemented by international donors and regional partners.


	
Strengthen regional humanitarian responses. The inability of the Northern Triangle countries to stem the violence and terror in the region has created a regional refugee challenge. Almost every country in the region is receiving refugees and struggling to protect and care for children and families. As a leader in the region, the U.S. has a responsibility to help our neighbors and partners process and support refugees and asylum seekers. This will also help relieve the pressure at our own border.


	Manage migration through refugee resettlement and other legal programs. Whenever possible, we should enable asylum-seekers to make their claim without undertaking the dangerous journey to the U.S. Biden will update the Central American Minors program for certain children seeking to reunify with U.S. relatives, allowing them to apply for entry from their home countries; expand efforts to register and process refugees in the region for resettlement in the U.S. and other countries; and expand opportunities for individuals seeking temporary worker visas or another form of legal status for which they may qualify to be able to come to the U.S.5






Should Biden win the presidency, every single measure the Trump administration has used to stem the tide of illegal immigration will be rolled back, and the crisis on America’s southern border will flare up yet again. Biden has promised to pay for the health care of illegal immigrants, which will create one more powerful incentive for illegal immigration. Biden even opposed stopping immigration during the coronavirus pandemic. He blasted Trump’s temporary ban on immigration with the cheap shot, “Rather than execute a swift and aggressive effort to ramp up testing, Donald Trump is tweeting incendiary rhetoric about immigrants in the hopes that he can distract everyone from the core truth: he’s moved too slowly to contain this virus, and we are all paying the price for it.”6


The misrepresentation of Biden as a moderate on immigration is pushed by the most extreme amnesty advocates, who are so radical that they saw the Obama-Biden administration as oppressive. Biden told one such advocate to “vote for Trump” if he didn’t like his generous immigration plans. The misconception is also bolstered by past comments Biden has made on the subject, comments he has now renounced.


According to Andrew Arthur, Biden’s plans are deadly serious: “It would be easy to view ‘Uncle Joe’s’ immigration proposals as a sop to Democratic primary voters, but his history in the Obama administration would suggest that he means every word. As his website states, he ‘is back and ready to take a hands-on approach to America’s problems!’ To the large number of Americans who have identified ‘immigration’ as the ‘most important U.S. problem,’ Biden’s immoderate ‘approach’ on the issue should give them pause.”7


Biden has gone so far as to claim that illegal immigrants are “already Americans.” They’re “just waiting, waiting for a chance to be able to contribute fully.”8 “You know, 11 million people live in the shadows. I believe they’re already American citizens,” Biden told the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. “These people are just waiting, waiting for a chance to contribute fully. And by that standard, 11 million undocumented aliens are already Americans, in my view.”


Biden argues that illegal immigration is not a drag on the economy but a boon to it. “If we want a game changer, the single most important thing we can do for our economy and for America’s future is pass immigration reform now,” he has said. “I’ve heard for too damn long how this was going to bankrupt us, and Social Security was going to take a nose-dive, and so on.… Well guess what? It’s a game changer financially for the country.”9


He thinks all foreign students should be granted citizenship: “We should be stapling a green card to each one of those degrees as they walk across the stage.”10


Biden caused controversy by saying that ICE officials should be punished for arresting illegal immigrants guilty of drunk driving. “I think Joe Biden has lost his mind,” Tom Homan, former acting director of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency, told Fox News. “He was in Congress for decades. He knows how this works. There is no prerequisite, you commit any crime to be removed from the United States if you’re here illegally. That is the way the law is written in statute. If he doesn’t like what ICE is doing then he can change the law, but you cannot fire a law enforcement officer to enforcing the law that he took an oath to enforce, a law that was enacted by Congress. It is a ridiculous statement.”11


Biden has called illegal immigration a “gift.”12 Yes, it is—to the Democratic Party. Illegal immigration is a windfall of new voters for Democrats.


Even some Democrats, such as Jeh Johnson, Obama’s director of homeland security, admit that the Democrats have strayed too far “to the left from the American consensus” on illegal immigration.13


Biden doesn’t care. He is pandering to his party’s base, which clamors for open borders and amnesty. He presents Americans’ respect for the law as a vice, not a virtue:




It is a moral failing and a national shame when a father and his baby daughter drown seeking our shores. When children are locked away in overcrowded detention centers and the government seeks to keep them there indefinitely. When our government argues in court against giving those children toothbrushes and soap. When President Trump uses family separation as a weapon against desperate mothers, fathers, and children seeking safety and a better life. When he threatens massive raids that would break up families who have been in this country for years and targets people at sensitive locations like hospitals and schools. When children die while in custody due to lack of adequate care.


Trump has waged an unrelenting assault on our values and our history as a nation of immigrants.


It’s wrong, and it stops when Joe Biden is elected president.


Unless your ancestors were native to these shores, or forcibly enslaved and brought here as part of our original sin as a nation, most Americans can trace their family history back to a choice—a choice to leave behind everything that was familiar in search of new opportunities and a new life. Joe Biden understands that is an irrefutable source of our strength. Generations of immigrants have come to this country with little more than the clothes on their backs, the hope in their heart, and a desire to claim their own piece of the American Dream. It’s the reason we have constantly been able to renew ourselves, to grow better and stronger as a nation, and to meet new challenges. Immigration is essential to who we are as a nation, our core values, and our aspirations for our future. Under a Biden Administration, we will never turn our backs on who we are or that which makes us uniquely and proudly American. The United States deserves an immigration policy that reflects our highest values as a nation.14
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