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Blair Underwood:
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For my bride, Desiree, and our three miracles, Paris, Brielle, and Blake.

Thank you for sharing this brief, shining lifetime with me.

Donyell Kennedy-McCullough:
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For my parents, Bill and Therese White, my husband Suli, and the two amazing spirits that fuel me Kennedy-Rue and Nahzi!!

And lastly, for my MeMe … my guardian angel.





about the photographs

by Donyell Kennedy-McCullough

We’d like to thank the children—our friends and our own—who allowed us to photograph them for this book. While their images don’t correspond to the words quoted and stories told in these pages, they do complement the amazing things our children say and in another way reveal how deep are the souls of our children.
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Introduction by Blair Underwood


It has been said that we are not human beings having a spiritual experience, but rather, we are SPIRITUAL beings having a human experience.

As our three children, ages eight, six, and three, practically ransacked my parents’ home during a recent visit, I would often glance over and steal a glimpse of either my mother or father in virtual bliss as they witnessed the near demolition of their living quarters. The same acts that would have landed me in “Punishment Purgatory” bring sheer delight to grandparents and, at rare times, to parents. When I asked my father why he was so joyful in the presence of his grandchildren, he began to wax philosophical on the inexplicable emotions one feels when face-to-face with their legacy. He then commented on how happy our children seemed. He said, “That means you guys are doing your jobs right as parents.”
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