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1 Made in the Shade


Every farm has a big tree.

You know, a huge one with wide limbs perfect for human kids to climb. One that you can’t miss.

Sometimes the tree is next to the barn. Sometimes it’s in front of the house.


[image: Image]


The big tree on our farm is in the middle of the field. On hot days, everyone gathers there.

Why? you might ask. Because the big tree gives the absolute best and coolest shade.
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Every animal on the farm needs shade on hot summer days. The cats stay in the barn, horses stay in their stalls, and pigs stay in the mud—if they are lucky enough to find a pool of mud.
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But when it is so hot that it feels like the sun is tapping you on the back, the best place to be is under the big tree.

All the animals meet there, and it’s like a party. Well, it’s more like a slumber party, because everybody likes to close their eyes and enjoy the sweet breeze.

One sunny day, a young bird perched in the branches of the big tree and began singing.

I liked his song. It went like this: “Tweetly tweet tweet, sweetly tweet tweet twee.”
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Billy the goat, on the other hand, did not like the song. He did not like it at all.
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So Billy did what any goat would do. He climbed into the big tree. I’d never seen that before—it was pretty neat!

The bird didn’t think it was so cool, though. He flew away with a squawk and left Billy up in the branches all by himself.

The other animals cheered. I guess they didn’t like the birdsong either.
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“Now we can all get some rest,” Billy announced proudly.
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Then he looked around, as if noticing for the first time that he was up in a tree.

“But first, could someone help me?” Billy asked.

The animals looked at one another, and it was clear. We had no idea how to get that goat down.
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2 Hot, Hot, Hot


But I knew who could help Billy: Nanny Sheep! She’s the smartest animal I know!

I ran through the field to find her resting by the barn.

“Hey, Nanny Sheep! Billy the goat climbed the big tree to keep a bird from singing, and he’s stuck!” I told her.
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“Oh, that poor young bird, getting bullied by a grumpy billy goat,” she said. “I will help, but Billy must apologize to the little one.”
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When we reached the big tree, Billy was perched on a wide, low limb. And he looked scared.

“Billy,” Nanny Sheep called. “The first step to climbing down safely is listening to me very carefully, okay?”
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Billy nodded, but the expression on his face didn’t change.

Nanny Sheep waved to Comet, a young foal.

“Comet, would you please stand below this branch?” Nanny Sheep asked.

“Of course,” said Comet.

“Thank you, dear,” said Nanny Sheep. Then she turned to Billy and said, “Time for the second step. Reach down with your back leg until you can stand on Comet’s back.”
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Other sheep gathered around Comet to catch Billy just in case he fell.
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Billy took a deep breath. He shifted one leg carefully, then quickly moved it back.

“Oh, I can’t do it!” he moaned.

“Billy, you have to trust your friends,” Nanny Sheep calmly told him. “We will keep you safe, as long as you listen and believe in us.”
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The goat closed his eyes and stretched for Comet’s back once again.

“You need to move lower,” Comet called up to Billy.

“It’s impossible!” he shouted. “I’m too scared!”
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“You are a very brave goat, Billy,” said Nanny Sheep. “If you don’t get it right the first or second time you try, take a break. We will get you out of that tree—just don’t give up.”
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