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  FOREWORD




  The reprint of this catalogue is dedicated to Thomas A. Stevens of Deep River, Connecticut. Mr. Stevens, an authority concerning Connecticut augers, has generously loaned photographs and data from his original research studies, included in this reprint. Grateful acknowledgement of his assistance is made.




  The original of this catalogue contained 23 pages and the only printing on the covers was the front. Page 2 had a photograph of Russell Jennings, 1800–1888. In this reprint this page has been replaced with an historical article, which appeared in the Supplement to the Deep River New Era, august 25, 1899. This also includes a photo of Russell Jennings.




  The date of the original is not known, but it is believed to have been printed early in 1899. The “Important Notice to Hardware Dealers,” appearing on page 10, states: “after July 1, 1899, double the list price will be charged.” This indicates a probable 1899 publication date. The original was printed by Plimpton Mfg. Co. of Hartford.




  Two articles published in The Chronicle of EAIA are highly recommended as background material. “On the Origins of the Spiral Auger,” by Robert H. Carlson and Thomas A. Stevens (Volume XX, December 1967, pages 49-51) and “Nomenclature and Variations of Parts of the Spiral Auger Bit,” (Volume XXI, June 1968, front cover).




  Undoubtedly E.L. ‘Hommedieu’s 1808 Patent Auger paved the way to American superiority of such of such tool manufacture. His factory was at Chester (then Saybrook), Connecticut. However, the introduction of this tool has now been documented in Some 19th Century English Woodworking Tools, (Roberts, 1980, page 295), as being introduced by Phineas Cook in England by Award May 1, 1770, Society of Encouragement of Commerce.




  Eleven pages of supplementary data have been added to this reprint. Four photographs, two concerning augers and two showing Russell Jennings Manufacturing Co., first at Deep River and then at Chester, are included. The important 1855 United State Patent No. 12,318, granted to Russell Jennings for his “Improvement in Double-Twist Augers” is reprinted in its’ entirety. A Documentary notes significant facts in connection with this firm, many of which have not been previously published. Excerpts from three pages of a later Catalog No. 40 note new products of their Precision Bit and line of Bit Braces. A price list of 1884 is included.




  The development of the Patent Extension Lib Auger Bit was indeed a most significant accomplishment. This soon led to the iron brace with jaw chuck, introduced by Barber. Later the ratchet attachment came. These achievements rank parallel in importance to the introduction of the Bailey adjustable iron planes in attainment of American superiority of manufacture of hand woodworking tools during the second half of the 19th Century.
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