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  JAMES ALLEN


  (1864 – 1912)





  A British writer. At 15, he was forced to leave school after his father passed away, and later set off to study on his own as he worked. Enlightened by Tolstoy’s works, Allen began his writing career at 38. He published As a Man Thinketh in 1903. He passed away at 48, after having produced a total of 19 works. As a Man Thinketh, his most famous book, had great influence on other self-help writers such as Dale Carnegie, Norman Vincent Peale and Napoleon Hill, and became the source of success philosophies in 20th century America. In Christian countries, the book is considered to be a longtime seller that comes second to the Bible. As a bible of self-help, it is still being read by people around the world.
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PREFACE




  His words had a profound effect on me.


  It came from the sound of silence.


  It was an indistinct voice from the universe.


  Now, here, he is. James Allen. My good old friend.


  He has no body. He is the words.


  He really is a holy voice.


  He said “Now is the day of daylight of God.”


  And “So, now is your time to work.”


  Read these words again and again.


  Picture Buddha and Jesus to yourself.


  And visualize your Grand Master.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Founder & CEO of Happy Science Group


  Nov. 21, 2017




  Interviewers from Happy Science:[1]




  Kazuhiro Ichikawa


  Senior Managing Director


  Chief Director of International Headquarters




  Masashi Ishikawa


  Deputy Chief Secretary, First Secretarial Division Chief of Overseas Missionary Work Promotion Office Religious Affairs Headquarters




  Toshihisa Sakakibara


  Executive Director


  Director General of International Education and Training Division
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  Thoughts of Allen that Inspired Many Successful Thought-Makers




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  Today, we’d like to summon the famous James Allen, who lived about 100 years ago in England.




  He inspired and influenced a lot of famous philosophers and successful thought-makers like Dale Carnegie, Norman Vincent Peale and Napoleon Hill. The feature of his thought is, he was very influenced by Buddhism, Christianity and other philosophies, and it sounded very original in Great Britain.




  In Japan, his books have been published in these 20 years. It might be from the influence of Happy Science or my spiritual books. He wrote 19 books by the time he died at 48. He was born in 1864 and passed away in 1912, almost 100 years ago. His activity was very small, but his influence is becoming greater and greater.




  And now, I’m thinking that our Happy Science philosophy will again prevail in Great Britain by dint of influence of James Allen. A lot of his thoughts were translated into Japanese and almost all of them were very similar to my philosophy of thinking, the power to control the mind and the way to remake life by thinking power. We can find a lot of similarities between James Allen’s books and my books.




  So, today, we have three great [laughs] English speakers and I guess they will succeed in approaching his philosophy. But he died 100 years ago in England, so his English might sometimes sound “dead.” Nowadays we cannot understand such kind of English. And if he can understand your [Ishikawa’s] fluent New York English and your [Sakakibara’s] Filipino English,[2] I don’t know exactly.




  I’m afraid not, but OK. I can understand your Japanese, so please think in Japanese and I can translate it into his mind. And he can answer your question. OK? Then, we will try.




  Good morning, famous James Allen.


  Would you come down to


  Happy Science General Headquarters?


  I’ll summon you.


  Would you come down here


  And give several messages and teachings


  For the people who are seeking


  Spiritual enlightenment?


  I want to convey the Buddhist-like Truth


  Through your words to English people


  And English-speaking people.


  So, would you kindly help us


  Spread our Truth all over the world?


  James Allen, would you come down here, please?




  [About 13 seconds of silence.]
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  Real Prosperity Lies in Your Mind




  JAMES ALLEN:


  Ahh …




  KAZUHIRO ICHIKAWA:


  Mr. James Allen?




  ALLEN:


  Hmm.




  ICHIKAWA:


  It’s very much an honor to invite you here to Happy Science General Headquarters. We would like to ask you several questions about happiness and success. Is it OK to start interviewing you?




  ALLEN:


  Before that, could you kindly teach me the main points of your grand principles of Happy Science?




  ICHIKAWA:


  Actually … Yes. Our or Happy Science’s main principle is the exploration of the Right Mind.




  ALLEN:


  Exploring the Right Mind, OK.




  ICHIKAWA:


  And the basic teachings are the same as those you taught in the world. It’s like “good thoughts bear good fruit, bad thoughts bad fruit.”




  ALLEN:


  Good, good. Good words. Yes.




  ICHIKAWA:


  It’s what you said in your articles.




  ALLEN:


  Good. A good tree bears good fruits. Yes. That’s right. That’s all. Bye-bye! [Audience laughs.]




  ICHIKAWA:


  Those are the teachings you taught while you were on earth. Today, as you are in Heaven, certainly, so we would appreciate it if you could teach us further philosophy about happiness, success, prosperity and so on.




  ALLEN:


  OK. My recognition about happiness and success is a little different from your recognitions.




  I think, in my day, we, European people were apt to think that the reality of happiness lay in the materialistic world and materialistic prosperity. This was because of industrial development; people were seeking for greater prosperity through a lot of affluent goods and the food, money and fame which could be obtained through activities in human lives.




  But I had quite the opposite thinking to these because I, like Jesus Christ said, wanted to say that your real prosperity lies in your own heart or your own mind.
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