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For Jim





INTRODUCTION


Whether we want to admit it or not, cheating is an inescapable part of the human condition. Some of us are more comfortable than others acknowledging this fact, but it’s still a fact, plain and simple.


There’s no shortage of people who like to claim that they lead lives above reproach. You know the type: God fearing, seemingly honest, quick to tell others when they’re straying off the path, certainly not likely to identify themselves as cheaters. But they are. We all are. Everyone is guilty of telling little white lies or devising secret ways to get ahead when the right moment arises. It doesn’t matter if you’re fibbing a little so that your wall-eyed colleague doesn’t feel bad (“No, really, no one can tell”), or if you stole a recipe to win the county bake-off just once. Even if you’re usually on the up-and-up, those little lapses land you squarely in cheater country. Despite our best efforts, we’re all cheaters in our own ways.


Still think you’re not a creepy little cheater? Are you shaking your head as you read this and saying “Oh, no, I’d never do that!” Think again. Remember when you got your college roommate to write that homework assignment for you? How about when you weren’t really cheating on your significant other because you were “on a break”? That’s right, folks, you were cheating. And don’t even get started trying to justify that time you claimed your dog as a dependent on your tax return. That was cheating too. Getting away with it, whatever “it” may be, is cheating.


Even though you’re cheating a little bit every day, chances are you could be doing it better. Why settle for a minor promotion when you could have the corner office? Why bother taking the loose change out of your friend’s couch when you could be making the big bucks forging checks? If your answer is that you just don’t know how, look no further. This is the book for you.


In the pages of this little tome, you’ll find a guide to grifting, a sourcebook of sophistry, and a bible of bunco. Everything the modern mountebank needs to know to pull off the most essential cheats can be found in these pages. Every cheat has been numbered for your easy reference and reading pleasure. You will, however, notice that they are in no easily discernible order. This is much like life, as the ways in which we cheat and the reasons we decide to do so don’t follow any particular patterns either. As you leaf through this book, let the myriad ways in which you can get one over on the other guy surprise and entertain you as you stumble on them, just as you will stumble on opportunities to exercise your new shady talents after reading this book. You’ll also find that the information in each chapter has been neatly laid out in an easy step-by-step format so you can be up and running in no time with your new and improved life of chicanery. Feel free to mix and match your cheats at will. A life without artful cheating isn’t a life worth living.


If the above statement fills you with horror, and you’re truly one of the few people left on earth who shun sharp practice, don’t despair. You’ll be glad to know that every cheat in this book includes a section on protecting yourself from that particular type of flimflammery. Read carefully, lest you leave yourself open to the wily ways of your fellow readers.


Now that you’re fully briefed on what this guide to skulduggery has in store for you, dearest con artists and marks alike, read on. And don’t forget to keep looking over your shoulder. There’s always someone a little sharper and a little cagier right behind you.





cheat #1
FAKING AN ORGASM
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BABY, YOU’RE THE GREATEST


Rules of etiquette apply in all sorts of situations, and while Emily Post may never have weighed in on this particular topic, bedroom activity is no exception to the rule. Egos can be particularly fragile and emotions can run high while couples are in the throes of passion, and most people know that it’s just as important to make your partner feel good emotionally as well as physically.


This is easy to do when you’ve got the lover of the century who can be a relentless sex machine while simultaneously delivering sweet nothings in your ear. Sweet nothings that are a delicious melange of Penthouse Forum smut and Hallmark sentiment. Of course you’ll affirm someone who’s hitting the mark perfectly on a regular basis. It’s like playing tennis with a player who’s better than you. You feed off their game, they feed off yours, and so on and so on. What happens, however, when your lover is a dud? What’s a right-thinking person to do when his or her sweetie is so lackluster in the sack as to be yawn inducing? Even worse, what do you do when they know they’re a snore and keep trying (dear God) and trying and trying and trying? You get them to stop. And there’s one sure way to get anyone to simmer down and call it a night: fake that orgasm and beg for rest.


Sure, you could keep trying until you actually reach the final denouement, but if your lover is truly awful, it’s not likely that this is going to happen. You could try to show him or her what needs to be done, but if you’ve been going at it so long that the opportunity for the usual moment for release has come and gone, it’s best to relax and live to fight another day.


So go to it, people. It doesn’t matter if you’re a man or a woman, where there’s a will there’s a way. Learn to fake it and get on with your life.


THE UPSIDE


Cheating of any kind can be a moral dilemma for most people. Even so, it’s much easier to rationalize small lies or lies of convenience, while the big ones can eat away at you. Faking an orgasm, for most people, falls squarely in the “little white lie” category. It can be argued that faking an orgasm is tantamount to saying that you love someone’s new acid-washed jeans, or that their poetry is the best you’ve ever heard. It makes the other person feel good and doesn’t really add any negative karma to the world—it’s a small kindness that greases the wheels of social (and sexual) intercourse.


Although a bit less altruistic, there are a handful of other (no less valuable) bonuses to cheating your way through a particularly unsatisfying sexual encounter. Getting some much needed sleep is generally the most popular response (and actually trumps the desire to spare a lousy lover’s feelings). Considering that at last count 62 percent of Americans are sleep deprived, calling it quits when the going gets too tough is a fairly sensible thing to do.


Reclaiming your valuable time and spending it well is another good reason to pull the plug when your libido isn’t showing any signs of life. Although Woody Allen once professed that “even my worst orgasm was right on the money,” many people these days beg to differ. Living in a nonstop world of work and family obligations has made most people value their time and keep an eye on the clock in a more serious way than ever before. So, at the end of the day, no sex can be better than bad sex. Given the choice of letting someone pull out all his or her lackluster stops, or catch up on a little reading (even watching a rerun of CSI), go for the reading. You’ll get more out of it in the end.


Finally, it’s time to call it quits when you’re so sore that you just can’t go on. Going numb from the waist down is a surefire sign that it’s time to gear up with your performance so that you can let your lover down easy. It’s great to know when you’ve had enough not only so that you can move on with your life, but you’ll also avoid a lot of discomfort down the road. So what’s the upside, exactly? Escaping the indignities of pulled groin muscles, rampant chafing, urinary tract infections, and emotional meltdowns, to name a few horrors that can come (or not come) from a night of fruitless tugging and rubbing. These are all avoidable perils for the covert faker.


THE DOWNSIDE


Obviously, anytime you tell a lie, you are potentially driving a wedge between yourself and your loved one. Honesty is the cornerstone of any good relationship, and any lie, no matter how small, could wind up biting you in the behind (and we know that’s probably what you wish your misguided lover was doing). Essentially, once your lover finds out that you’ve been faking it in bed, it opens the door for his or her imagination to run wild with other potential lies you may or may not have told. Why was the mailman so happy to see you this morning? What was up with that dental hygienist winking like that? The possibilities are endless. What seems like a good idea at the time (no more pulling, please!!) may wind up requiring more explaining and reparations than you’re willing to dish out in the long run.


Your attempt to save your partner’s ego could backfire. If you’re constantly faking orgasms to get out of going-nowhere sex, your partner will catch on. You’ll slip up somehow, and they’ll know that the last so many months spent in bed together have been less pleasure party and more your audition for a SAG card. What was initially designed to save your partner’s ego and alleviate all the aforementioned indignities of tolerating a bothersome boink will just make your honey sad and depressed and leave you in the doghouse.


The end result of all this? You’ll wind up alone again (perhaps not the worst fate if the sex was so awful), or, even worse, you’ll get dragged to sex seminars and couple’s therapy. Either way, sex should be fun, and the agita resulting from your little white lie will most certainly not be worth all the trouble. Unless you can pull it off.


TOOLS OF THE TRADE


There are very few props necessary to pull this off. All you really need is a few acting chops and a little chutzpah. You should, however, try to get your hands on:


1. Mirror


2. Ex-boyfriend or girlfriend


3. Condom


4. Kegel exercises


WAYS AND MEANS: HOW TO PULL IT OFF


1. GETTING YOUR GAME FACE ON—First things first. Do you know what you look like when you’re getting down and dirty? Be honest. Thought not—most people don’t. Unless you’re a happily self-aware narcissist or exhibitionist, and you’ve got a mirror installed in the perfect spot to check yourself out mid-shtup, you can’t even begin to think about pulling this cheat off successfully. As with all method acting (start to think of yourself as the Brando of the bedroom), you have to be as true to life in your actions as possible if anyone’s going to buy your performance. Assuming that you’ve had an orgasm at least once in front of your lover (even if you had to produce it yourself), you’ve established a baseline understanding of what you look like when you’re experiencing le petit mort. Any deviation from this will be a tip-off that you’re being less than honest about how much you’re enjoying yourself. So a mirror and a self-pleasuring session in the bathroom (time to pull out the Rabbit, ladies?) will clue you in to what grimaces, sexy pouts, or vacant stares you should be trying to replicate at the big anticlimactic moment.


2. THE GIFT OF GAB—Not only are people distinctive in the way they look during sex, but what they say is rather telling as well. There are legions of shouters, screamers, babblers, announcers, and criers out there who can shake your bedroom walls, not to mention the nerves of your neighbors. Then again, there are the silent types. These people could get it on behind enemy lines, and no one would ever be the wiser. Which one are you? Have you ever paid attention? Have you gotten feedback from former lovers (“Why can’t you just be quiet?” “Speak up—I don’t know what you like!”) that can guide you? Think about it, as a sudden shift from meowing to mute will tip off your bed partner to the fact that something’s afoot. You must remember to remain consistent.


3. A SPECIAL “HEADS-UP” FOR THE GUYS—As we all know, unprotected sex with a man will result in certain evidence of whether or not he’s had a satisfactory ending. Unprotected sex in this day and age is a bad idea to begin with, but it’s a particularly bad situation to be in if you’ve got to fake an orgasm. When you’re trying to get an unsatisfactory sexual partner off your junk and out of your bed, it’s absolutely possible to fake an orgasm using the right grimaces and vocalizations. But you’ll really seal the deal if the moment you’ve “finished” you race to the bathroom to pull off the condom, thus protecting your lover from the shattering news that your Trojan is as empty as the day is long. If you can’t manage this swift sprint from bed to bathroom, or aren’t using condoms, you do have one other possible excuse for your lack of spooge. Thanks to Sting and the constant flaunting of his tantric sex life, those in the know are clued in to the fact that men practicing tantric sex can redirect the flow of their genetic matter and actually avoid ejaculating altogether. If you happen to be a fast talker or particularly cool under pressure, go ahead and tell your lover that he or she was a participant in the most mind-blowing tantric sex session of your life. Of course there’s no evidence of your orgasm! You’ve internalized it for energy conservation and future hot loving!


4. LOVE LIFTS US UP WHERE WE BELONG—The wondrous effects of Kegel exercises have been touted by women for years. Having problems with incontinence? Do Kegels. Want to have an easier time giving birth? Do Kegels. Kegel exercises (aka pelvic floor exercises) consist of the regular lifting/clenching and lowering/unclenching of the muscles of the pelvic floor, resulting in a tighter hoo-ha and less likelihood that you’ll pee on yourself when you sneeze. Another fabulous by-product of doing your fifty Kegels a day, ladies, is that you can become a blue-ribbon orgasm faker. When a woman has an orgasm, there are internal indicators that coincide with all the external goings-on. That rhythmic inner clenching is a definite signal to whoever’s going spelunking in your lady bits that you’re having a swell time. If your benighted love monkey isn’t making that happen naturally, a few well-timed Kegels will convince him or her that the smile on your face is genuine and all is right with the world.


MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED


If you don’t give a fig for the person you’re in bed with, chances are you won’t bother faking it. If it’s a one-night stand who’s boring you to tears, it’s easier to just give them the boot and let a warm TV lull you to sleep. The best fakers are those who really care for the person they’re treating to this Oscar-worthy performance. These cheaters are motivated to keep their honey’s ego intact. Extra points go to those who have had a few acting classes (even workshop at theater camp counts), as they’ve probably worked on their technique a little. Not suffering from shame or embarrassment helps too. Once again, theater camp or talent show experience comes in handy. If you’ve ever had to tap dance in a leotard and bow tie to “Puttin’ On the Ritz” in front of a few hundred other middle schoolers, you’ll be able to writhe around a little for the good of your relationship.


CATCHING ORGASM FAKERS AT THEIR OWN GAME


Look into your lover’s eyes. Deeply. Does he or she seem just a little bored? Does that faraway look turn out to be, at closer inspection, an inventory of your ceiling tiles? Is your loved one’s passion for you still white-hot, or does it just seem, well, a little clammy? As “The Shoop Shoop Song” tells us, “it’s in his[/her] kiss.” You can check the bed for telltale stains, you can search for a full-body flush or deep inner clenches, but the only way to know for sure is if you’re in tune with your partner. If your sweetie seems bored, disinterested, impatient, frustrated, finicky, tolerant, or, even worse, bemused, it’s because they’re not getting what they came for (so to speak). How to solve this dilemma? Be brave and ask what’s wrong—then ask for instructions.
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1


Researchers at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands conducted a neurological experiment on orgasms in 2005 with thirteen heterosexual couples aged nineteen to forty-nine. One person lay down with his or her head in a scanner while their partner manually stimulated them, and the doctors took brain scans of each individual while they had an orgasm. They also had the women fake orgasms, so they could compare the scans. The results showed that in a fake orgasm, the brain’s motor cortex was very active, whereas during a genuine orgasm, the portions of the brain that control fear and anxiety were deactivated along with the motor cortex—meaning that actual orgasms are not conscious. For men, the most highly active areas of the brain were those that interpret touch.


2


Some orgasm-faking stats: According to the 2000 Orgasm Survey, 72 percent of women and 26 percent of men have faked an orgasm at least once, and 55 percent of men say that they can tell if their partner is faking. In a survey on Queen dom.com (answered by more than fifteen thousand people), 70 percent of women and 25 percent of men admitted to faking it at least once. Seventy-three percent of women say that they can tell if their lover is faking an orgasm, and 61 percent of men think that women can tell. While 55 percent of men claim to be able to tell if their partner is faking it or not, only 23 percent of women thought that their partners could tell the difference between their real and fake orgasms.


3


In a study about female orgasms, researchers Richard Alexander and Katharine Noonan argue that female orgasm is less necessary than the external sign of an orgasm, or “faking it.” The reasoning for this is based on a theory by William Bernds and David Barash (published in 1979), which correlates the rate of orgasm to spontaneous abortion and claims that the female orgasm was developed as an evolutionary strategy in order to kill the unborn infants of men from other tribes or invading countries who raped the local women. According to Alexander and Noonan, the woman’s gasps and moans are enough to alert her suspicious mate that she is carrying another man’s baby, so he will pleasure her to climax in order to induce an abortion. Hence, faking an orgasm is the only thing that makes evolutionary sense. Perhaps Noonan just needs to have real orgasms more often!








cheat #2
TAKING CREDIT FOR YOUR COLLEAGUES’ WORK
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I LOVE YOUR WORK


Working hard to achieve your goals is, of course, the honest and upstanding way to go about that particular task. Toiling away for long hours and missing out on all the fun you could be having is, however, a less than appealing prospect. Finding a happy medium between these two approaches would solve the age-old question of how to work less but achieve more.


One way to accomplish this lofty goal is to take credit for others’ work at the office. If you happen to be a manager and have a rising star on your team, why bother burning the midnight oil if you know your personal workhorse is going to be pulling the project together with or without you? Let him or her do all the heavy lifting; you’ll just get in the way.


Taking credit for other people’s work may not be nice, but remember that nice guys tend to finish last. Being polite and getting out of the eight-hundred-pound gorilla’s way may be the way to behave if you want people to like you, but on the job it pays to be the eight-hundred-pound gorilla. The rules of polite society do not apply at the office, and what you might do on your off-hours to win friends and influence people will only get you run over in the rat race.


So go ahead, be a workplace bully, take credit for your colleagues’ work. Give no credit where credit is due, and put your name on every successful product you can. If you’re loud enough and obnoxious enough, no one lower on the totem pole than you will ever challenge you. You can thank them for their jobs well done and for their silence when you move on to a new (and better) company and position.


THE UPSIDE


By stealing colleagues’ work, you can claim to have skills and insights that are far above your own meager talents. This can lead to more recognition and, consequently, faster advancement in the company.


At most companies, advancement leads to better pay, more perks, and better bonuses. Better pay and the easier lifestyle it brings can lead to a happier home life, which in turn can make you feel more confident and productive on the job. It’s a cycle of well-being that you can create by cheating someone else out of their own on-the-job recognition and slice of the pie.


No one ever said office politics are easy.


THE DRAWBACK


Even if you don’t get caught, the pressure of having to seem like you can perform as well as the person you’re ripping off can be an unbelievable strain. It’s hard enough to do good work legitimately, but constantly tap dancing to cover your tracks when you’re lying to your manager and colleagues can wear you out fast. If you don’t have an outlet to release the stress, which could be anything from a therapist to a weekly basketball game, you’ll freak out. If that happens while you’re at work, all the cred you’ve built up by taking credit for others’ work will be for naught. This is no cycle of joy, but a chain of pain. Stress can kill.


If you do get caught, you’ll have to find another job. If you don’t get fired for your duplicity, you’ll still have a hard time because no one will want to work with you. Everyone will be too savvy to agree to cooperate with you on any project, and you’ll always be the odd person out, left holding the bag if something goes wrong. Have the good sense to move on with as little hubbub as possible. It’s also important to do it quickly before news about your actions leaks into your industry.


TOOLS OF THE TRADE


There aren’t any tools that are absolutely essential to pulling off taking credit for a colleague’s work. The only tool that you must have is your coworker’s report, charts, or spreadsheets that you intend to claim as your own. Other than that essential element, there are a few items you’d do well to get your hands on, as they’ll make your task a bit easier. They are:


1. Access to employees’ email


2. Printer


3. Golf clubs


WAYS AND MEANS: HOW TO PULL IT OFF


Now you’re ready to act like the shark you are. You’ve got your victim in your sights and your tools at the ready. Here’s how you can become the star of the office without breaking a sweat:


1. HAND IT IN—If you’ve got to hand in a printed report, be sure to be the one to do the handoff. If the document has to be emailed, make sure you’re the one to hit “send.” By taking control of information that needs to be submitted to your boss or manager, you can remove your team members’ names and substitute yours. If that isn’t possible, you could attach a cover letter that strongly and clearly implies that you’re the creative force behind the work.


2. FRONT MAN—Always give presentations for your team and do the talking for the group if you can. Anyone who takes the role of mouthpiece for the group will be perceived as the one who came up with the lion’s share of the work and is the innovator in the group. This is not so hard to do, as most people aren’t too eager to speak in public.


3. DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL—Another way to ensure your star status on the team is to be careful never to mention your colleagues by name. This also holds true if you are a manager, and you’re claiming credit for the group’s efforts. By keeping everyone as anonymous as possible in the eyes of upper management, you have a much stronger chance of being singled out for glory. The deserving employees can’t be singled out if no one knows who they are.


4. MANAGE UP—Not only should you keep others in the shadows, but you should definitely thrust yourself into the spotlight. The key to “managing up” is making friends with anyone in upper management who can suggest you for promotion or champion your cause if you get caught for any shady activities as you claw your way up the corporate ladder. This is where golf clubs (or similar sports equipment) come in handy. Find a hobby that you share with someone in management and work it until you’re best buddies. The people who get promoted first are usually the ones who shower with the boss at the club.


5. SCARE TACTICS—Start rumors and gossip among your colleagues and people who report to you about how difficult management is. If everyone is afraid of the upper-level staff, they’ll be less likely to try to create their own alliances. They’ll also be too nervous to report you if they clue in to the fact that you’re copping the credit.


6. NO WHINING ALLOWED—Another way to use the threat of difficult upper management to your advantage is to convince your colleagues that complainers are viewed with suspicion. It’s not unheard of for people in higher-level jobs to be wary of upstarts who are jockeying for their jobs. Use this fact to persuade those around you that anyone who reports a grievance will be dismissed as a troublemaker. Even worse, they might be thought of as a liar.


7. CONSTANT CRITICISM—Never, ever speak well of any colleague or anyone who reports to you in front of the people you want to impress. It doesn’t pay to incessantly bad-mouth everyone you work with, but kind words stick just as much as harsh ones do, and there’s no need to burnish anyone’s reputation but your own. A slow chipping away at your colleagues’ reputations won’t necessarily make you look great on your own, but you could look better by comparison.



MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED


If you’re the kind who could sell your grandma down the river to win just about anything, from a game of Monopoly to the corner office, you’re going to do well at this cheat. You’ve got to have major drive and a cutthroat sensibility to lie, cheat, and steal your way to the top. This is not for the faint of heart. The stakes can actually be really high when you’re trying to get a promotion, particularly when you’re not doing it in the most honest way possible. You’ve got to be ready to do the cheat and then stand by what you did if anyone tries to call you on it. This frequently requires bald-faced lying and denial. If you can carry it off, you’ll be in the office of your dreams, complete with huge windows, administrative assistant right outside, and expensively framed inspirational posters in no time.


CATCHING WORKPLACE CHEATS AT THEIR OWN GAME


How do you know if one of your employees is a snake? How can you tell if a manager who should be championing his or her team is stealing the credit? Even if no one comes to complain, there are telltale signs that all is not right with the world:


First off, if there’s one person the staff avoids, it is usually because he or she doesn’t “have their backs.” At the office, the most important assets anyone can bring to the table are reliability and trustworthiness. If you don’t have those traits, you’ll soon have the stink of your colleagues’ distaste and distrust all over you. Whoever stinks is usually the rat.


If things get bad enough with a manager or employee stealing others’ credit (which is almost the same as stealing advancement—ergo, money—from them), complaints will start rolling in. Enough complaints about the same person for the same transgression—in this case claiming wrongful authorship of a work product—usually add up to the truth.


The next stage in knowing that someone is wrongfully taking credit, or just being generally unsupportive, is a high turnover rate. No one wants to work someplace that has no opportunity for advancement. Constant credit blocking leaves no room for growth.


If you suspect someone of stealing credit for work, simply document everything you do through email or memos that get circulated to someone below you, someone at your level, someone at your boss’s level, and someone above him or her. Even if you have to blind copy them, make sure that these people know what you’ve been doing. If you’re management, require this behavior from everyone who’s making complaints. The offender will get flushed out soon enough.


The best way to catch someone red-handed at this cheat, if you think they’re up to no good, is to sabotage their sabotage. People who steal their coworkers’ work are, at their core, lazy. They probably won’t take the time to carefully review whatever it is they’re going to submit as their own work. In their view, it’s usually good enough that the project has been completed and they have an opportunity to curry favor with some mucky-muck of their choosing. If you’re on the team that’s getting shafted by this slippery character, create a horrible mistake or embarrassing typo in the work that will cast a pall on whoever is responsible for the work. After your credit thief has told everyone that the work is his, he can’t very easily take it back. He’ll have to take the blame for what you did. This scenario unmistakably screams “scene stealer” to anyone who counts, and your office nightmare might very well be a distant memory before too long.
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1


In 1998 a Cornell University graduate student named Antonia Demas sued the university on allegations that a professor who served on her thesis committee had stolen her ideas and passed them off as his own. Demas formulated her thesis upon starting at Cornell, and she put together a team of professors to work with her. Professor David Levitsky was not chosen, but he joined the team later upon a recommendation from another professor. Demas later discovered that Levitsky had been speaking about her research at his lectures and professional seminars, referring to it as “our research” but not mentioning Demas by name at all. He also applied to the U.S. Department of Agriculture for a grant to continue the research that Demas had started, but did not list her name as a co-PI (co–principal investigator) on the grant. The case finally concluded in 2003, with Levitsky being charged with fraud and breach of contract.


2


In 1997 Dr. Carolyn Phinney, a University of Michigan researcher, was awarded $1.67 million in a lawsuit against the university stating that her supervisor had stolen her work. Her case began ten years earlier when her supervisor, Dr. Marion Perlmutter, suggested that she write up her research results in order to obtain a grant. She promised Dr. Phinney that she would be credited as the author of the research and offered her a job, but instead Dr. Perlmutter passed off Dr. Phinney’s research as her own. When Dr. Phinney tried to report her supervisor’s misconduct, she was threatened by Dr. Richard Adelman, the institute’s director, to keep her mouth shut or lose her position. The court found Dr. Perlmutter guilty of fraud and Dr. Adelman guilty of retaliation against Dr. Phinney.


3


In 2003 Deborah C. Kogan, a photojournalist, accused veteran combat photojournalist James Nachtwey of taking credit for her research into orphanages in Romania. Nachtwey had conducted research of his own and had showed it to editors in New York prior to meeting Kogan. The editors sent him back to Romania for further research, and upon his arrival, he met Kogan. She gave him a roll of film (which was hard to find in the area) and told him about an orphanage she had visited. He went there and took photos, which, along with his others, were eventually published in articles. Kogan later published a book in which she accused Nachtwey of stealing the entire story from her. Her claims were never proven.








cheat #3
FORGING HANDWRITING
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PUT YOUR JOHN HANCOCK RIGHT HERE


There are several ways to cheat people or companies out of their money, and forging documents is one of the classics. Forgery is the act of claiming that one person’s signature, document, or effort is in fact another’s. The goal of this cheat is to get your hands on someone’s checkbook, credit card number, will, or deed. If you can’t find one of these items (or any other document that entitles one to money or property), you could create it yourself. In that case, just falsely sign the other person’s name, and you’re home free with new goods, property, or funds to show for your trouble.


It takes a bit of skill to do this cheat expertly, but a lot of people become forgers because they stumble into it. A wallet found in a parking lot, a single check blowing across the street, a credit card receipt left on a table in a restaurant—these are all scenarios that prove to be too tempting for the average person. The promise of easy money staring you in the face can easily outweigh the possible consequences of falsely assuming someone else’s identity and claiming what is rightfully theirs.


You might also make your initial foray into forgery out of rage and indignation. Heirs and assigns who are left out of wills, or grants of money or land, can find themselves doing the strangest things. That includes creating an alternate document that reflects the way they feel things ought to have gone and signing the rightful grantor’s name to the instrument.


Then there’s the full commitment to fake documents and false signatures for the professional forger. For those who really want to delve into grifterhood whole hog, no need to target individuals. Forging a private citizen’s signature can take you only so far for so long. Career forgers go for corporations that will sustain their shenanigans much longer by not noticing the problem at first and then taking awhile to get organized to fight it. By then, the forger can move on to the next bloated target.


Financial gain is the name of the game. You can make big bucks by siphoning money out of a huge corporation or keep yourself afloat by taking little old ladies’ checkbooks. You might even be able to forge a famous autograph and sell it for a decent profit. Whatever it is you choose to do, forgery is all about getting paid.


Forgery is an appealing cheat because you can see the money you’re going to make before you make it. It’s already out there waiting for you to claim it. Why generate your own legitimate income when someone else already made it for you? The formula for being a successful handwriting forger is as follows: Figure out how to make your mark’s mark, get what’s coming to you, and keep moving.


THE UPSIDE


Some people just don’t deserve what they’ve got. Did the great-uncle you’ve been taking care of your whole life finally die and leave everything to his cat? No fair. That estate should be yours, and, thankfully, there’s a way to claim it. Forgery is a time-honored way to right the financial wrongs of the world.


This cheat can also provide you with a means to earn way above your normal earning potential with a few strokes of a pen. If you never finished grade school and have no trade skills, the world can seem like a pretty bleak place. How can you possibly make enough money to create a comfortable existence? If you’ve got a little artistic talent and drive, you can rake in the big bucks with just a little training. Let the business school experience of the chump you’ve targeted work for you.


One of the major advantages of the forger’s lifestyle is that your time is your own. No nine-to-five grind, no corporate retreats; you’re the ultimate entrepreneur. You can decide how much you want to make, what kind of patsy you want to target, and how much time you’ll spend doing it. Your days are your own, and you’re your own boss. Forgery can buy you freedom.


THE DRAWBACK


Unless you’re forging your parents’ handwriting for a note to get out of gym class (which is not a bad training ground for future escapades), this is a serious offense. This cheat will earn you a nice vacation in prison should you get caught. Don’t get caught.


If you do use this skill at school, you’ll get reprimanded at school and at home. If you do it too frequently, you’ll get detention or suspension. If you’re doing this cheat to avoid dodgeball or having to shower with other people, your cause is admirable, but you probably won’t win in the long run. It’s more advisable to use this cheat on a more selective basis and use your careful forgeries for bigger and better reasons such as a doctor’s note to leave school right before a test you haven’t studied for. You might still get suspended if you’re caught, but it’s for a better reason than not getting hit with a red rubber ball.


TOOLS OF THE TRADE


The tools of the trade for forgers are pretty standard. Advances in technology are constantly making the forger’s job easier, but they also provide for more ways to be detected. Stay on top of new developments in computer imaging, but sometimes the old ways are the best ways. You’ll need:


1. Pens


2. Pencils


3. Photocopier


4. Light box


5. Tracing paper


6. Photoshop or similar computer program


7. Handwriting samples


WAYS AND MEANS: HOW TO PULL IT OFF


Now that you’ve got your tools lined up, here’s the methodology to follow to make the cheat really come together:


1. FIND YOUR TARGET—First off, you need to find someone you’re going to cheat out of their money or belongings. People who are careless and leave their wallet or checkbook lying around are easy targets. You can find signed receipts inside a wallet or carbon copies of signed checks in a checkbook. That’s an easy score. You can also look for an older person who may not properly remember what documents they’ve signed, or a signature scribbler. Signature scribblers are an interesting breed, as they think their illegible scrawl is insurance against forgers. Quite the opposite. The more indecipherable and random the scrawl, the easier it is to copy.


2. STUDY THE SIGNATURE—Whether you’ve got a scribbler or not, it’s time to study the handwriting you’re going to copy. It’s best to think of the signature as an image you’re copying so that you can break it down into its elements to replicate more easily. Once your confidence is up, practice writing it over and over, as a real signature is a flowing line with speed and motion behind it.


3. TRACING A SIGNATURE—If you don’t have great hand-eye coordination and lack artistic skill, you can always use a photographer’s light table to trace your mark’s handwriting. Just backlight the original document and place your new document on top of it. Trace what you see coming through the paper, and you’re finished in a flash.


4. PHOTOSHOP—Another method for forgers with no artistic acumen is to specialize in digital documents. You can scan whatever you want to replicate into your computer and place it wherever you think it needs to go. Save and send.


5. SAMPLE SIGNATURE—A wily forger can get his or her victim to sign a blank sheet of paper and then apply that signature to any chosen document. You can ask someone for their contact information or even to show you how they write their name in cursive (after enough cocktails and friendly banter about penmanship), and they’ll probably unwittingly hand over exactly what you need to cheat them out of their savings. You can trace, scan, or photocopy that signature anywhere you like.


6. ALTER THE DOCUMENT IN YOUR FAVOR—You don’t always have to forge a signature, you can also alter a document. If you have reason to get anyone to sign a contract of any kind that commits them to a payment, all you need to do is find a way to change the amount owed in the contract: $5,000 can become $15,000 in the blink of an eye. If you think about it ahead of time, remember to leave room for extra digits!


7. BE REASONABLE—If you’re going to attach a signature to a will, deed, or contract that you concoct, don’t go crazy and make the document too far-fetched. If you’re trying to get Great-aunt Irma’s vintage jewelry collection, and you’re the only living woman in the family, you’ve got a fighting chance. If Irma had ten other nieces and nephews she liked much more than you, had a good will, and everyone knew she hated you, you’re going to have a hard time convincing anyone that your newly discovered will has any merit.


MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED


Artists, accountants, lawyers, and computer-graphics experts are tailor-made for this cheat. They either know the rules of granting money and rights, so they can avoid detection, or they can simulate great replicas of handwriting and signatures.


Storytellers who think fast on their feet are suited to this cheat as well. They can invent innumerable reasons why they should get whatever they’re going after and can create scenarios that others might find plausible. They’ll also be able to defend at the drop of a hat whatever tall tale they’ve come up with.


CATCHING FORGERS AT THEIR OWN GAME


The best and most energy efficient way to catch a forger in the act is to hire a handwriting expert and let him or her do all the work. If that isn’t possible, and you find yourself stuck with having to finger the cheat, here are a few methods for identifying your forger:


1. SPATIAL RELATIONS—All handwriting has its own unique spacing between words, particularly if you’re looking at cursive writing. If the spacing between words is inconsistent with your sample, or the relation of words to one another is wrong, you’ve caught your cheater.


2. RHYTHM AND FLOW—Anyone’s handwriting has an identifiable flow. Every word stops and starts in a unique way. A forgery will have words and letters stop and start in the wrong spots and have a cramped look and feel, like someone who’s trying to color inside the lines.


3. MATCH GAME—If someone traced a signature, you’ve caught him if you can find the original. Since no one can reproduce their own signature exactly from day to day, an identical signature to that of a previous date is not only unlikely, it’s impossible. This method of catching the cheater is also applicable to photocopied signatures and those that are digitally reproduced.


4. PIXILATION—If your forger doesn’t spend enough time digitally manipulating the signature or handwriting sample he or she scanned, the image will be pixilated. This is a major giveaway. An original signature is like any other piece of artwork; it has smooth edges, not little boxes on the outer part of the line.


5. TIME WILL TELL—Handwriting and signatures evolve over time. The way you sign your name when you’re fifteen isn’t the same as you do when you’re fifty. A careless forger will base their handiwork on an out-of-date handwriting or signature sample, effectively making a younger version of the person being cheated sign a document prepared for an older version. Time is, indeed, on your side.
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1


Photographer John Rutter was recently convicted of forgery after trying to sell topless photos of actress Cameron Diaz back to her for $3.5 million. Diaz had posed for Rutter when she was nineteen and never signed a release form to allow him to use the photos for commercial use. He said she did. She took him to court, where two different forensic document examiners testified that the signature on Rutter’s release form was a forgery. They used samples of Diaz’s handwriting to compare against the signature and found that the signature was slanted differently. Rutter was charged with forgery, perjury, and attempted grand theft.


2


Mark Hofmann was an antiques dealer who began his practice of deceit by forging signatures on currency and other items to increase their value. He then began forging documents, specifically ones related to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (of which he had been a member). He claimed that he had discovered these documents through his interest in antiques. Before he was exposed, he sold or donated over four hundred such documents to the Mormon Church. He also forged many literary works, two of which were purported to be by Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman.


3


Konrad Kujau was a Nazi document collector in Germany who claimed to have been given Adolf Hitler’s diaries and a third volume of Mein Kampf by a former World War II general. Supposedly the notebooks had been aboard a plane that crashed, and this unnamed general had retrieved them. Kujau took the works to Stern magazine, which began publishing diary entries every week. Upon comparing the handwriting in the diaries to known samples of Hitler’s handwriting, three different experts declared that the handwriting was a match. Next came the forensics tests on the paper and ink. Kujau couldn’t cheat on these tests. Forensic scientists discovered that the paper and ink were only a few years old, even though Kujau had stained the paper with tea to make it look older. Kujau tried to run but was caught in Hamburg, Germany, and tried in 1984. The most amazing part of this story is that the handwriting samples the “experts” had used to compare against Kujau’s forgeries were also forgeries written by Kujau!
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