
		[image: Love Stories for Couples cover]

	
        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    
		Love Stories for Couples

		True tales of affection and admiration

		Adams Media, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

		[image: ]

		Avon, Massachusetts

	
				Introduction

				What is the secret to a successful marriage or romantic partnership? How do you find true love — and stay in love? Is love enough to weather life’s storms, petty grievances, and foolish mistakes? Can you give your all to love without giving up your self? Does a relationship that “works” take work, or does it come naturally easy? Do couples who live happily ever after know, have, or do something that couples whose relationships falter or fail don’t?

				Those are the questions most of us ask at one time in our lives — and that some of us ask repeatedly throughout our lives. Because deep in our hearts that’s what most of us want: to love and to be loved by that one special someone. The three stories in Love Stories for Couples give you an inside look into the hearts and lives of couples who have asked these very questions. Hopefully, their stories will delight, inspire, and move you. 

	
				A Room of His Own

				By Annette Gendler

				My husband’s room is at the back of our apartment, next to the kitchen. How many times have I walked by and wanted to haul out his clutter and hurl it into the trash? Sometimes, I’ve kicked a box out of my way en route to his desk or thrown a stack of papers on the bed because I couldn’t find the latest PTA notice. But I controlled the impulse to clean up. If he wanted to spend the better part of his days in clutter, so be it.

				Back in Harry’s bachelor place, it took many arguments to convince him that a coat rack did not belong in front of a bay window. Now, cardboard boxes are stacked higher than the windowsill. The guest bed and Harry’s desk occupy most of the nine square feet; what’s left is a three-foot-wide corridor where he swivels around on his office chair. He spends hours in front of the computer, his back to the door, slumped from bad posture. When he talks to friends on the phone, he rests his calves on the desk. Then his laughter rings over into the kitchen. For more serious conversations, he slams his door shut, especially when our toddler decides that Daddy’s threshold is the best place to toot his fire engine.
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