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  To the five women who are “My Life”:




  My wife and “partner” Caterina, and the best children anyone could ever hope for:




  Kim, Pam, Beth, and Heather.




  Thanks for putting up with me—




  "I love you!"
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  THIS BOOK IS A CONCEPT DEVELOPED BY THE AUTHOR and the late Claire Hodgson Ruth, Babe’s wife. The two thought that the public would enjoy being able to see photographs of the Babe from the family albums and other sources that show George Herman Ruth, Jr., the individual, rather than Babe Ruth the baseball player. The intent was to let people see the life of Babe Ruth in pictures. Unfortunately, Claire died before she and the author had an opportunity to embark upon the project. The idea was shelved until the author met Julia Ruth Stevens, the Babe’s daughter.




  Through the gracious cooperation of this wonderful lady, Julia Ruth Stevens, this book finally became a reality. It is designed to give the public a view of Babe Ruth through the eyes of his daughter and provide a glimpse into the private life of “The Greatest Baseball Player of All Time.” Relying on the adage that “a picture is worth a thousand words,” we hope that through this book people are able to gain an understanding of what a truly fine and caring person this man was. This publication is also designed to serve as a tribute to George Herman Ruth, Jr., “The Babe,” in the year, 1998, that commemorates the 50th anniversary of his death in 1948.




  A large portion of the photographs in this book are from the private collection of Julia Ruth Stevens. However, in order to provide a more complete view of “The Babe” other sources were also utilized. We would like to thank all those who assisted in the compilation of the photographs, including The Babe Ruth Museum, The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Linda Ruth Tosseti. In particular we would like to acknowledge the assistance received from Gregory Schwalenberg, curator at the Babe Ruth Museum, for his invaluable assistance. Not only did he assist in this project, but his congeniality and hospitality when we visited the museum were most appreciated.




  We strongly recommend anyone who has an interest in “The Babe” to visit The Babe Ruth Museum, located on the site of his birth at 216 Emory Street in Baltimore, Maryland, near Camden Yards. There is an abundance of memorabilia to see, and most of the photographs in this book will now also be available for duplication at the museum.
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  “Daddy was born at 216 Emory Street in Baltimore, Maryland, on February 6, 1895. In the photograph his home is the second door from the left. The window directly above the door is from the bedroom in which he was born.”
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  ON FEBRUARY 6, 1895, KATE SCHAMBERGER RUTH, at the age of nineteen, gave birth to her first child. George Herman Ruth, Jr., was born in the house of his grandparents at 216 Emory Street in Baltimore, Maryland. He was the first of eight children born to Kate and George Herman Ruth. Unfortunately, most of the children died in infancy, and only George, Jr., and his sister Mamie survived to lead a full life.




  George Herman Ruth, who worked as a bartender and ultimately opened his own tavern, was only twenty-three at the time of his first son’s birth. Both he and his wife worked long hours and spent little time with their son. Subsequently, young George, Jr., spent the first years of his life in a saloon on the Baltimore riverfront. Contrary to popular belief, young George was not an orphan. For the first seven years of his life he was with his parents, but he survived without guidance on the dirty, crowded streets of the Baltimore riverfront—stealing from shops, throwing rocks and rotten eggs at delivery truck drivers, running away from police and basically being on his own.




  Young George experienced little, if any, real love from his parents who made no time for their son. Ultimately, they felt that they could no longer care for their son and on June 13, 1902, George Herman Ruth took his seven year old to St. Mary’s Industrial School for Boys. Not only did he place young George in the school, but he signed over custody of the boy to the Xaverian Brothers, a Catholic Order of Jesuit Missionaries who ran St. Mary’s.
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