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DEDICATION


For any player selected for the British & Irish Lions. All Lions are worthy of recognition – those who feature in this book are simply the best of the best.
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Mervyn Davies, a remarkably skilful loose forward for Wales and the Lions, who changed the way the No8 position was seen






INTRODUCTION


There are few conversations that animate followers of British and Irish rugby union quite as much as picking their Lions team. Even though the Lions go on tour only once every four years, each season, during and after the Six Nations championship, supporters in the pubs and rugby clubs of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales will engage in heated debates over which 15 players should make up a composite team from their four nations. And then every fourth year, those discussions are energised further still, because such a team is actually going to exist. The head coach of the British & Irish Lions will be doing exactly the same thing as those fans in the pubs, but for real, choosing the best players from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, to come together as one for a tour to New Zealand, South Africa or Australia.

Those players will just have spent their winter knocking lumps out of each other; soon they will be together in the same changing room, wearing the same red shirts and, with only a few weeks preparation, will be asked to compete alongside players they have never played with before. They may not even know some of their Lions teammates at the start of the tour, but by the end, particularly if the tour is successful, they will have forged bonds to last a lifetime.

In many ways, this idea of an eclectic touring team is a wonderfully old-fashioned construct, and many feared that the sport’s professional era, from the mid-1990s onwards, would sound a death knell for the Lions. In fact, as the Sea of Red supporters adorning Lions tours illustrates so vividly, the concept is alive and kicking, as big and bright as ever, all the more special because of its long and varied history. Along with winning the World Cup, representing the British & Irish Lions remains the ultimate honour available to a player from those four nations. There really is nothing else quite like the Lions.

Picking a team of Immortals who have worn the red shirt, then, elevates the pub conversation to a whole different level. To be considered in this company, a player must be one of the rarefied breed who have not only been chosen for the Lions, but have dazzled in the red shirt when the opportunity has come their way, writing themselves into Lions history. They stand a much stronger chance of being picked for our team if they have contributed significantly to a successful Test series for the Lions: those players whose feats resonate down the ages, whose names become indelibly associated with the Lions, are most likely to be those who have played in a team that has conquered the All Blacks, the Springboks or the Wallabies. Winning a series with the Lions really is a step towards becoming an Immortal of your sport.
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The British & Irish Lions, the pick of players from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, line up before facing Australia in the first Test in Brisbane in 2013



Over the coming chapters, we will select a starting line-up of Immortals in the traditional order, from full back through to scrum half in the backs, from loosehead prop through to No8 in the forwards, followed by a bench of eight replacements from those who narrowly missed out. Some selection criteria have been laid down: the candidates must have played in more than one Lions Test series. This rules out a few luminaries who have shone on their only trip with the Lions, the likes of David Duckham in New Zealand in 1971, Mike Teague, man of the series in Australia in 1989, George North and Alex Corbisiero against the Wallabies in 2013. Their deeds in helping to win those series are etched in Lions folklore. But to be considered a true Immortal for present purposes, there is a requirement to have performed across more than one series.

Historical limits have also been set. Although the Lions have been touring since 1888, the choices made have been restricted mainly to the last 60 years, to the mid-1960s, with only the odd sortie a little further back. Choosing a team from candidates who span different eras inevitably creates its own selectorial challenges. The game has inevitably changed and such choices can only ever be subjective, but that’s what selection and pub conversations are about. Comparing the performances of, say, Barry John in the early 1970s and Johnny Sexton more recently, two undeniably masterful fly halves, is never going to be an exact science, but the impact they had on the game at large as well as their performances in those successful series have been taken into account.

One big change that had to be weighed into consideration was the vast improvements that have been made in defence in the professional era. In comparison with the modern game, watching footage from previous generations is often to see, in relative terms, disorganised defence and half-hearted tackling from some players (okay, yes, mainly the backs). It was only once the game turned professional in 1995 and the influence of rugby league began to be felt that rugby union began to take defence seriously. Indeed, the Lions’ triumph in South Africa in 1997 was built in part on the defensive improvements brought by a raft of players recently returned to the 15-man code from rugby league. But there were other factors that worked against attacking players in previous generations, such as the quality of the pitches and a ball that could become heavier in wet conditions.

As with any team selection, there are a couple of players in the Immortals line-up who effectively picked themselves. Most of the participants in our pub conversation would, I think, concur with the choices of JPR Williams at full back and Gareth Edwards at scrum half. Every other choice is probably more contentious, but a couple of selections were particularly tricky to make. There have been plenty of second-row forwards who have been genuine Lions greats, some of them bringing immense leadership qualities, too. Martin Johnson is one such player, the tough-as-teak captain of the Lions in South Africa in 1997 and Australia four years later, as well as leading England to the World Cup. To some, he is the embodiment of the Lions spirit.

But there was also another tough-as-teak captain of the Lions to consider, by the name of Willie John McBride. He went on five tours, including the epic adventures of 1971 in New Zealand and as captain of the ‘Invincibles’ in South Africa in 1974. Those tours revived the Lions as a concept after a long barren run and raised the global profile of the game. To my mind, it was Johnson or McBride, not both. One of them must pack down alongside Maro Itoje, whose all-round brilliance brings a different dynamic to the second-row pairing, winning selection for his remarkable performances in New Zealand in 2017 and South Africa in 2021. McBride is the natural captain of the Immortals, so Johnson misses out.

The choice of an inside centre was also a thorny issue. John Dawes? Scott Gibbs? Jamie Roberts? Dawes was part of that backline for the ages that beat the All Blacks in 1971, Gibbs was sensational in South Africa in 1997. Jonathan Davies played a couple of games at No12 in the 2013 series in Australia, appearing at outside centre the rest of the time in that series and 2017, but he has been nudged out at No13 by Jeremy Guscott. In the end, Roberts got the nod for his outstanding efforts in 2009, in particular, and also in the series-clinching win in 2013. I felt that he was a similarly physical force in defence to Gibbs, if slightly less so, but a greater force in attack. Others may disagree and they are thoroughly welcome to do so.

Our final 15 break down on geographical lines as follows: seven from Wales, four from Ireland, three from England and one from Scotland (but two of the replacements are Scots). The strong Welsh influence merely reflects the preponderance of players from their golden generation in those classic Lions teams of the early 1970s. As an aside, it was interesting to note that four of the Immortals – Gerald Davies, Barry John, Gareth Edwards and Mervyn Davies – were the sons of Welsh miners and another three – McBride, Tadhg Furlong and Seán O’Brien – have come from Irish farming families. If you were to combine those two gene pools, you really would have some useful rugby players.
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Jeremy Guscott, the Lions’ princely centre, celebrates after his drop-goal had clinched the series-winning victory over South Africa in Durban in 1997



The opportunity to perform for the British & Irish Lions is a narrow window in itself: a few weeks every four years, with only three Tests, and if injury strikes at the wrong time, the chance can be gone. There are great players from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales who have never had the chance to shine for the Lions; good form and fortune with injuries are essential. But for those who make it on tour, who throw themselves wholeheartedly into the fray with a squad drawn from four rival nations, the chance to become Lions legends awaits.

The 15 players profiled here have all taken their chances and fully deserve to be seen as the Immortals of British & Irish rugby.
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JPR Williams, the supreme Wales full back, one of the first names on the team sheet in any all-time Lions line-up










JPR WILLIAMS




	Name

	JPR Williams




	Birthdate

	2 March 1949 (died 8 January 2024)




	Birthplace

	Bridgend




	Country

	Wales (55 caps)




	Position

	Full back – No15




	Lions caps

	8





Strong and brave, with the skills of a back and the mentality of a forward, JPR Williams was a rock at full back for Wales and the Lions in the 1970s.





The phrase ‘Test match animal’ has become indelibly associated with the British & Irish Lions, popularised by Ian McGeechan as an indicator of the qualities required in a player to thrive on the biggest sporting stages, against the toughest of opponents, in the most challenging situations. As a player on two Lions tours in the 1970s, then a head coach on four more, McGeechan knows better than anyone what makes a successful Lion.

Those qualities were unquestionably present in abundance in JPR Williams, one of the greatest full backs the game has seen, and another Lions coach recognised animal tendencies that he characterised, memorably, in a different way. Carwyn James was the coach for the tour to New Zealand in 1971, for which he picked Williams when the Wales full back was only 22. He then watched him play an all-action role in a rousing series victory, the only one the Lions have achieved against the All Blacks to date.

‘Like a forest animal, he was blessed with a sixth sense for the presence of danger, an element which he often sought and loved,’ James later wrote. ‘Fearless. Uncompromising. The competitor of competitors.’

The way in which Williams sensed and embraced danger shaped his game in both defence and attack. As the last line of defence, often standing alone as the only obstacle between an onrushing opponent and the tryline, he was resolutely physical and courageous. With the ball in hand, he was a pioneer in launching thrilling counterattacks from deep in his own half, a strategy always laced with risk, but one offering vast potential rewards. Together, the mastery of these twin facets of his game, in defence and attack, along with his distinctive appearance – socks rolled down, hair flowing, rockstar sideburns – made him one of the most watchable players ever to have represented the British & Irish Lions.
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If he had not opted for rugby and medicine, professional tennis might have been a viable career option for JPR Williams



He played in an era that was hugely successful both for Wales and the Lions; no coincidence there, as Williams was one of a number of gifted players behind those successes that remain household names in Wales and beyond. Over the course of his international career, which ran from 1969 to 1981, Wales won the Five Nations title six times, three of which came with the fabled grand slam. Eleven times he played against England, the fixture that stirs a Welshman more than any other, and, remarkably, he finished on the winning side 11 times.

Members of that Wales team of the early 1970s formed the backbone of the Lions squads that achieved historic victories in New Zealand in 1971 and South Africa three years later, two of the greatest Lions tours. Williams would undoubtedly have been selected to tour New Zealand again in 1977 had he not, in those amateur days, opted to remain at home to focus on his medical career on his path to becoming a surgeon.

But he continued excelling for Wales, exhibiting those defining qualities of foursquare solidity in defence and eye-catching dash in attack. He loved the game so much that, once his career at the highest level was over, he kept playing club rugby, first for Bridgend, then eventually at a much lower level for Tondu, turning out for their third team into his fifties. By that time, the attacking élan was not so much in evidence and he had shifted to play at flanker, still showing that same relish for danger and for the physical side of the game.

Born in Bridgend on 2 March 1949 – he missed out on a St David’s Day arrival by a few hours – he was the eldest of four boys and both his parents were doctors. His mother, Margaret, was actually English, coming from Rochdale, but his father, Peter, was the son of a miner and grew up in Pontypridd with a love for rugby and tennis. Along with his brothers, the young JPR grew up dreaming of playing rugby in the blue and white of Bridgend, but they also showed a real flair for tennis. All four brothers, in fact, played junior rugby for Bridgend and all four would go on to become Welsh junior tennis champions. Not a bad record for one family.


The paths he was following in rugby and tennis would soon cross again and force a decision on his future sporting direction.



Tennis remained a major part of Williams’ life throughout his teenage years to the extent that turning professional was a viable career option for him. He won the British boys’ title at Wimbledon in 1966, beating David Lloyd, who would go on to play Davis Cup for Great Britain. Two years later, he was playing in a tournament at Bournemouth – the first professional event after tennis had entered its ‘open’ era – and, after winning his qualifying match, he earned himself a prize of £20 and felt the need to check that accepting the money did not compromise his amateur status in rugby.

In the next round of that tournament, he was beaten in straight sets by Bob Howe, a former quarter-finalist at the Australian Open. To ease his disappointment, he was driven by his father back from Bournemouth to play for Bridgend against Newport, arriving back in the nick of time for an evening kick-off. He had an outstanding game, pulling off two brilliant tackles on Stuart Watkins, the Wales winger at the time, and his performance went some way towards him gaining selection, aged 19, for the national team’s development tour to Argentina that summer.

The paths he was following in rugby and tennis would soon cross again and force a decision on his future sporting direction. The pivotal moment came while he was competing in the British Under 21 championships in Manchester and had reached the quarter-finals, but there was a clash with a training session Wales had organised in preparation for that development tour to Argentina. Williams withdrew from the tennis tournament, travelled to Argentina in the summer and then made his international debut for Wales, still only 19, against Scotland at Murrayfield in the Five Nations championship the following season.

The decision had been made, influenced in part by his desire to study at one of London’s prestigious medical schools, where a talent for rugby could be a considerable help in securing a place: he would be an amateur rugby player and medical professional, rather than attempting to forge a career in tennis. ‘I could have looked to become a tennis professional,’ he said. ‘But my father said to me: “Sport is for enjoyment, not for money. You get a proper job”. I haven’t regretted it at all. My father was right, in my opinion. You do take sport seriously, but it’s not the end of the world.’

After that international debut at Murrayfield, Williams played in every match of the 1969 Five Nations, in which Wales remained unbeaten, but were denied the grand slam by a draw in Paris. They completed the tournament with a thumping 30–9 victory over England in Cardiff, the first of that incredible record of 11 victories against Wales’ great rivals. The following year, at Twickenham, he scored his first international try, timing his burst into the line to perfection as Chico Hopkins, the scrum half, went blind from a scrum and Williams crashed through a tackle to score.

At this stage, he was still known as plain old John Williams, and that would remain the case until another player by the same name was picked on the wing for Wales in 1973. When John Williams the winger was involved in a passage of play with John Williams the full back, it became confusing for television commentators and their audience, so the speedy bloke on the wing became JJ and the hairy full back became JPR, three initials – for John Peter Rhys – that became so familiar to a sporting audience that the surname became all but redundant. He was still John to his family, but to the rest of the world he was JPR.
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Williams dives over to score his first international try, against England at Twickenham. He never lost a match against England



The two Williamses combined to telling effect in what was perhaps JPR’s finest performance against England, in the grand slam season of 1976, when he scored two memorable tries. The full back always seemed to raise his game on Wales’ visits to Twickenham and this year Wales opened their Five Nations with a 21–9 win in south-west London. No surprise, perhaps, that he settled so happily in London in the early stages of his medical career, first at St Mary’s Hospital Medical School, then playing for London Welsh from 1968 to 1976, when he returned to Bridgend.

The first of those two tries at Twickenham came as the ball was swept swiftly from right to left, reaching JJ Williams on the wing, and he flipped a pass back inside to his namesake, who powerfully brushed aside two tackles to score. The second try showcased his searing acceleration, running onto an inside pass from Phil Bennett, then changing direction and racing away as English tacklers attempted to cling onto him from either side. He was quite a sight in full flow and his muscular athleticism made him a nightmare for defenders to bring down.

His early promise on the international stage, along with Wales’ dominant displays, had earned Williams his first Lions call-up for the tour to New Zealand in 1971. At that point, he had played 16 times for his country and over the three Five Nations championships he had played in, Wales had been beaten only once. After they had won the title in 1969, though, Wales had been on tour to New Zealand and Australia. Although they beat the Wallabies narrowly in Sydney, they were badly beaten twice by the All Blacks, losing 19–0 in Christchurch and 33–12 in Auckland. ‘That beating was very important for the 1971 Lions,’ Williams later said. ‘We all learned from losing to the All Blacks at a time when we thought we were pretty good.’

The Welsh contingent in that Lions squad knew just how good they would have to be if they were to win a series in New Zealand for the first time. And they took the series by storm, starting with a 9–3 win in Dunedin, losing the second Test in Christchurch, but surging back to win 13–3 in Wellington, establishing a 2–1 lead in the series with the final Test in Auckland to come.
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Williams in full flow for London Welsh, the club he joined when he moved to pursue medical studies at St Mary’s Hospital Medical School



In a series in which their backs were outstanding, Williams’ counterattacking from full back and his solidity under the high ball had been a feature of the Lions’ progress. But in the final Test, he revealed an aspect of his game that had hitherto remained fairly well hidden. Kicking is always a part of the full back’s skillset, but Williams, instinctively, had always preferred to run. On the bus on the way to that final Test in Auckland, Williams sought to amuse his nervous teammates. ‘I thought I’d try to make them all laugh, I told them I’d drop a goal,’ he said. ‘No one believed me.’ Bob Hiller, his fellow full back, bet him that he wouldn’t.

The decisive Test, unsurprisingly, was a tense, closely fought affair, with the scores level at 11–11 in the 54th minute when the ball, with a Lions attack going nowhere, came to Williams 45 metres out. He knew instantly what he wanted to do, gave the ball an almighty wallop, and sent it soaring through the posts to the disbelief of both the All Blacks and his teammates. In celebration, he raised his arm over to the Lions bench, just to let Hiller know he would be along later to collect his winnings.

It would prove to be the winning kick. The All Blacks equalised with a penalty to draw the match 14–14, but the Lions had won the series. It would also prove to be the only drop-goal that Williams would kick in the entirety of his international career. Talk about picking your moment.

That natural inclination to run the ball was, undoubtedly, due in part to an unquenchably adventurous streak of Williams’ character. But it owed something, too, to a change in the game’s laws that dovetailed neatly with his career, almost uncanny in its timing. In September 1968, in an attempt to limit the amount of kicking to touch, the laws were altered so that the ball could only be kicked out on the full from inside the player’s own 22-metre line. If it went directly into touch from outside the 22, the resultant lineout would be from where the ball was kicked, rather than where it crossed into touch.

The aim was to encourage more running from deep and this suited Williams just nicely. Once they had played a few times together, the understanding he developed with the likes of Gerald Davies and JJ Williams, his back-three colleagues for Wales and the Lions, was the source of countless attacks from deep. They knew that when the ball was kicked in the general direction of JPR, a counterattack was on the cards and they would hare after him in support.

This understanding between full back and winger was demonstrated beautifully in the third Test of the Lions’ tour to South Africa in 1974. The Lions had won the first Test on a mudbath of a pitch in Cape Town, then produced a polished performance to go 2–0 up in the series in Pretoria. They travelled to Port Elizabeth knowing they could clinch a famous series victory.
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Another successful visit to Twickenham for Williams, this time in 1978 on the way to clinching Wales’ third Five Nations grand slam in the 1970s



The Springboks came intent on intimidating their opponents, with a huge first-half punch-up erupting. The Lions not only stood up to the physical onslaught, they outplayed the Springboks with some brilliant rugby, the opening try seeing the Williams duo in perfect synchronicity. First JJ made ground on the outside, passing inside to JPR, who then returned the favour by taking the outside line, flipping a pass back inside, where JJ was waiting to score the opening try. It was then JPR who started the counterattack that led to JJ’s second try, gathering his own kick ahead, and the Lions were on their way to one of their greatest victories, having demonstrated consummate skill, but also an extraordinary toughness.

Those same qualities were ever evident in the play of JPR Williams. Time and again in that series in South Africa, he was assailed by swarms of his opponents, who knew all too well his value to the Lions and the effect it would have if he were cowed. Williams never took a backward step. ‘He was just one of those devastating players that never seemed to get hurt,’ said Ian Kirkpatrick, a Springboks selector in 1974.

As the last line of defence, the barrier of physical courage and sheer strength that Williams presented to the opposition was never better illustrated than in one famed try-saving tackle he executed on Jean-François Gourdon, the France right winger. In the Five Nations clash in Cardiff in 1976, Gourdon ran onto a pass from Jean-Claude Skrela at breakneck speed, only 20 metres out, a seemingly unstoppable object with a clear path to the line. A try looked an absolute certainty until JPR, the immovable object, suddenly appeared, barging Gourdon unceremoniously into touch. It would be classed as an illegal tackle today, but back then it was rapturously received by the Cardiff crowd.

It was often said that he tackled like a flanker and when Wales were beset by injuries on their tour to Australia in 1978, Williams actually played a Test at openside, wearing No7. Nice preparation for those later days with Tondu third team.

There is no shortage of tales of JPR’s bloody-minded bravery. Playing for Bridgend against the touring All Blacks in 1978, he was the victim of a brutally cynical stamp on the side of his face from John Ashworth, the All Blacks prop. Williams’ cheek was ripped open, a hideous sight, and he was forced to leave the field. Astonishingly, 15 minutes later, a huge cheer erupted among the crowd as Williams was returning to the field. His cheek had been sewn back together, with the small matter of 30 stitches, lovingly applied by the Bridgend team doctor, who just happened to be his father.


‘Bloody typical, isn’t it? The car’s a write-off, the tanker’s a write-off. But JPR comes out of it in one piece.’

– Gareth Edwards



It was Gareth Edwards who best summed up his teammate’s ability apparently to emerge from any manner of physical scrape after Williams had crashed his car into a lorry. ‘Bloody typical, isn’t it?’ Edwards said. ‘The car’s a write-off, the tanker’s a write-off. But JPR comes out of it in one piece.’
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Gerald Davies was one of a host of London Welsh players in the late 1960s and early 1970s who went on to play for the Lions










GERALD DAVIES




	Name

	Gerald Davies




	Birthdate

	7 February 1945




	Birthplace

	Llansaint




	Country

	Wales (46 caps)




	Position

	Right wing – No14




	Lions caps

	5





Quick and graceful, Gerald Davies was a beautifully balanced runner and instinctive finisher, requiring little time or space to find his way to the tryline.





It still prompts a smile to think that Gerald Davies was, in the first instance, a notably reluctant winger. A centre by preference in his earlier days, he won his first 11 caps for Wales wearing No12, relishing the opportunity to get his hands on the ball as often as possible, to stay in the thick of the action, to shape the game rather than wait for it. His first Test cap for the Lions, against South Africa in 1968, came in midfield, too. And when he was asked by Clive Rowlands, the Wales coach, to move to the wing amid an injury crisis in 1969? ‘At the time,’ Davies said, ‘I saw it as a demotion.’

At 5ft 9in and 11st 9lb, it might have been that the steadily increasing physical nature of the game in the 1970s saw him naturally shift out from the centre to a wider position anyway. But once he was on the right wing, Davies displayed such a finely polished set of skills that he immediately looked to the manner born. In the first five matches he started on the wing for Wales, he scored six tries. Throughout their golden era in the 1970s, he adorned the Welsh attack, his pace, balance, nimble footwork and eye for the corner making decisive contributions on a regular basis.

He might not have handled the ball as many times as he would have done in the centre, but the extra space he had in the wider channels gave him a canvas to express his gifts and he did not need many opportunities. It was all done with a dash of style, too, his collar turned up, hair and moustache immaculately trimmed, even amid the rough and tumble of a Test match. ‘He was a magical man to have in your team because he could turn a game with one run,’ said John Dawes, who played inside him at centre for Wales and the Lions. ‘He could do things that other players could only dream about.’
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Davies took a break from rugby in 1970 to focus on his education, following a teaching degree at Loughborough with English literature studies at Cambridge



Having started out at Llanelli, ten miles from his home village of Llansaint, he was at university at Loughborough and playing for Cardiff by the time he made his Wales debut, against Australia at the Arms Park. Although they slipped to a narrow defeat, it was an auspicious day for Wales, because also making his debut that day at fly half was Barry John, two of the future stars of the golden generation, both still only 21, taking their first steps together on the international stage.

Davies would go on to enjoy unprecedented success over the course of his Wales career, winning five Five Nations titles (plus another two where they finished joint top), including three grand slams. In those early days, though, the good times had not yet begun to roll, and the first four matches he played for his country all ended in defeat, the loss to Australia followed by Five Nations setbacks against Scotland, Ireland and France. To avert a complete washout, in their final game they needed to beat an England side who had eyes on a potential title.

That contest in Cardiff would come to be known as the Keith Jarrett match after the 18-year-old centre Wales selected out of position at full back for his international debut. Jarrett responded with an extraordinary performance, streaking away for a spectacular try and kicking seven goals. But this was also the day that Davies, playing in the centre, scored his first two international tries, both of them beauties. The first came from a wonderful counterattack as John Lloyd, the prop, gathered the loose ball in his own half and passed to Davies, who released Dewi Bebb down the left wing. Bebb made good ground down the left and, as he was tackled by Roger Hosen, the England full back, he looked up to find Davies supporting him, and Davies sprinted the last 30 metres to score.

For his second try, he took a pass in midfield from John Taylor, the flanker, 25 metres out. There was still much to do, but Davies dipped his shoulder, stepped off his left foot to swerve outside Rod Webb, the England left wing, and suddenly a path to the right-hand corner appeared before him. He accelerated away and a pursuing posse of English defenders did not come close to laying a hand on him. Nobody knew it at the time, but that try showcased the skills that would go on to make him one of the world’s greatest wingers. For the time being, Wales had salvaged their season with a 34–21 win over the old enemy and Davies was off the mark in international rugby.


‘He was a magical man to have in your team because he could turn a game with one run.’

– John Dawes



Still only 23, he was chosen the following year to tour South Africa with the British & Irish Lions. It was an honour, of course, but all the more special that the trip was to face the Springboks. As a 10-year-old boy, Davies had become entranced by the Lions’ visit to South Africa in 1955 by making regular visits to the cinema in Llanelli to watch footage of the tour on Pathé News. ‘Rugby to me was going to Stradey Park [Llanelli’s home ground], standing on the Tanner Bank and shivering in the cold,’ he said. ‘Watching those films, I saw rugby teams playing in sunlight, below blue skies with palm trees visible. Watching those Lions struck a great chord of adventure.’
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