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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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For the wonderful Heim teachers—Thank you for helping students construct strong foundations.

And for Heidi Ginal, for always guiding children to build their curiosity and imaginations.





Cast of Characters

Caleb Rivers: Group organizer

Mrs. Rivers: Caleb’s mom

Jax Crawford: Caleb’s best friend

Mr. Crawford: Jax’s dad

Eddie Bell: A friend of Caleb and Jax

Junie Wheeler: A neighbor

Analise Stevens: A neighbor and the Fort Builders’ first client

Mrs. Mohan: A neighbor and Kiara’s grandmother

Kiara Pal: Mrs. Mohan’s granddaughter

Amber & Dove: Jax’s twin sisters

Mr. Rivers: Caleb’s dad
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Caleb Rivers stood in the bookstore, holding a special edition of the first Castle Quest book. It was the best book series ever, and the new cover was amazing! It would look great on top of his bookshelf.
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He had already saved some money from his eighth birthday last week. But it wasn’t enough. He needed ten more dollars.

“Mom, please,” he said. “I’ll pay you back.”

His mom wasn’t budging. “If you earn the rest of the money, you can buy it,” she said.

But he didn’t have any ideas on how to earn the money.

“You’re clever,” said Mrs. Rivers. “You’ll figure it out.”

Caleb put the book back on the shelf. He started thinking of ways to earn money. But it was an empty list so far.

He thought all the way home. He thought on the two-houses-down walk to his best friend’s house. (When he ran, it only took ten seconds to get there.)

“Hi, Caleb!” Jax kicked a soccer ball into the net. It soared right through a hole in the back.

“Hi. I need your help,” said Caleb.

“For what?” asked Jax.

“The new Castle Quest special edition,” he answered. “My parents said I have to save for it.”

“How?” asked Jax. “A lemonade stand?” He laughed.

“Don’t joke,” said Caleb. “My sister made five dollars doing that.”

“So where is your list of ideas?” asked Jax. “I know you made a list.”

It was true. Caleb liked things organized and all in one place.

He shrugged. “That’s the problem. I can’t think of anything.”

“What about pet sitting?” Jax asked.

“Pet sitting?” Caleb tried to imagine it. “I do like pets.”

But his house was full of pets already.

“Or you could do extra chores. Or odd jobs,” said Jax.

“What are odd jobs?” asked Caleb.

“I don’t know,” said Jax. “But my mom has my dad do odd jobs around the house.”

They both thought for a minute.
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“I could use some money for a new soccer net,” said Jax.

Just then, a delivery truck pulled into Jax’s driveway. It said WILBUR’S APPLIANCES on the side.

“We’re getting a new refrigerator,” said Jax.

Caleb nodded. “Fridge boxes are the best.”

The boys looked at each other.

“Are you thinking what I’m thinking?” asked Jax.

“I think I might be,” said Caleb.

They ran inside.

“Dad?” Jax called. “Can we have the refrigerator box?”

Mr. Crawford smiled. He didn’t even need to ask what it was for. “Sure.”

As soon as the box was empty, the boys dragged it into the garage. It was summer vacation, which meant they could build for as long as they wanted.



They got their supplies.

Markers.

Scissors.

Duct tape.

Extra boxes.

They started marking where the windows would go.

They measured a space for the door.

They taped up the small boxes.

The only thing they needed help with was cutting out the holes for the windows and doors. Mr. Crawford helped with that!

Two hours later, they had the perfect fridge fort.

“This looks amazing!” said Jax.
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“Yeah, if only we could get paid to build box forts,” said Caleb.

Jax’s eyes got wide. “That’s it!” he shouted.

“What’s it?” asked Caleb.

“We could sell box forts!” Jax raised his arms in the air.

“Do you think we could do that?” Caleb asked.

Jax nodded. “Sure! But first we need a name for the business.”
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