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INTRODUCTION: GROUND RULES


Just as managers and umpires go over the ground rules prior to games, you need to understand how to use this book. Each chapter has questions of four levels of difficulty sprinkled throughout. Each question has an indication of what correct answers earn for you in terms of baseball, from a single for the easiest items to a home run for the toughest of questions. 


Someone once said that in theory, a baseball game, played, of course, with no clock, could last infinitely. In fact, if hitters could manage an unending stream of hits, one inning could last indefinitely. Likewise, in this book, as long as you answer questions correctly, you’ll rack up tons of hits and runs. Keep track as you progress through the book. After three outs—that is to say three incorrect answers—you end an inning and clear the bases of any runners you’ve earned before moving on to your next three outs. Compete against yourself or others and see just how many runs you can compile before making your 27th out.


All of the records and statistics used in this book are from the time period of 1900 through the 2020 season. In addition, when sources varied concerning records or stats, this book went with baseball-reference.com as the definitive source.


Admittedly, the determination of what each question is worth is subjective, but we’ve tried to be fair in judging each question’s difficulty. Also, you may notice there are fewer questions worth triples than other hits, but three-base hits are, in real life, quite rare. Overall, though, there was no deliberate attempt to have the ratio of the questions worth singles, doubles, triples, and homers reflect real baseball. After all, too many questions worth singles would make this book too easy, and having a ton of highly challenging questions with a home-run value to reflect the glut of players swinging for homers in the game in recent years, may have made the book ridiculously difficult for some readers. 


Very few of the home-run questions were designed to baffle serious trivia buffs by asking about extremely obscure players, incidents, statistics, and records. However, if you come across a few that seem way too difficult, just imagine you’re facing an overpowering pitcher and that you’ve decided to either swing from your heels and take a hack at such questions, or figuratively take three strikes and head back to the dugout. Look at it this way, even if you miss a few very tough ones, you’ll probably learn something new and improve your game. In any event, just have fun.


One goal of the book was to supply the reader with a wide variety of questions. If you come across, say, several questions in a row dealing with a certain theme or topic, and you don’t particularly care for that group of items, move on—there are many different types of questions to challenge and appeal to you. Again, read this book to entertain, to learn new facts, to be challenged, and to simply experience enjoyment.


All petty points and lead-in material aside, it’s time to move on—it’s your turn at the plate.




CHAPTER ONE


POSITION PLAYERS


1. Single: Which player dominated MVP voting for years, starting with his first full season when he came in second in the balloting? Through 2020, over his first nine full seasons, he won the trophy three times, finished second in the voting four times, came in fourth once, and wound up fifth in the balloting once as well. Therefore, he had been in the top five every season from 2012 through 2020, truly a remarkable streak.


2. Home Run: Many experts have argued about which trades are the worst in baseball history. One has to be the time (December of 1971) when the New York Mets gave up on a young Nolan Ryan, a pitcher who, after leaving the Mets, would go on to set a slew of records over his illustrious Hall of Fame career. Which infielder was traded by the California Angels to New York for the Ryan Express? It should also be noted that the Mets even threw in three other players in the deal!


3. Single: The 2020 season, almost decimated by COVID-19, limped its way to a conclusion with teams playing far fewer than the normal 162-game schedule. Nevertheless, some players still turned in shining performances. Which Dodger led the National League in WAR? Clue: he was the American League MVP in 2018 and gave a good run at winning that award in the National League in 2020, finishing second (albeit a rather distant second).


4. Double: When French Bordagaray was with Brooklyn, he once was tagged out at the plate when he tried to score standing up. Asked why he hadn’t slid, he stated that sliding might have meant he would have broken his cigars in his pocket. Now, which player who led his league in steals from 1981–1984 once shied away from sliding on his hips, choosing to go into bases headfirst because his hip pocket was where he stashed a vial of cocaine?


5. Double: One of the great early era stars amassed 914 stolen bases (no. 3 lifetime) from 1888 through 1901. In 2013, a rookie who had the same name as the speedster from long ago burst onto the scene. A statistical oddity: beginning in 2014, and over his first four full seasons the man in question stole 56, 57, 58, then 59 bases for the Cincinnati Reds. He was successful on 81 percent of his first 376 theft attempts. Name him.


6. Double: Among men who played 20+ years, who has the highest stolen-base percentage ever at 86.4 percent? a. Tim Raines b. Rickey Henderson c. Carlos Beltran d. Joe Morgan


7. Single: A rookie with the Reds in 2008, this powerful right fielder twice finished in the top 10 for MVP voting. Sometimes when he strolled into the batter’s box, fans would drag out his last name, “Bruuuce.” What’s his first name?


8. Double: Who was the Orioles slugger who had a first name (actually, his nickname) that home fans loved to drag out? In his case, the collective cheer actually sounded like booing.


9. Single: Through 2020, this minor leaguer had yet to make his big-league debut—not even a cup of coffee for the man who, due to his having won a Heisman Trophy, was the biggest name in the minors since his first appearance there in 2016. His pro career .223 batting average didn’t help. Like Michael Jordan, this man was proof that hitting a baseball was no easy task. Before the 2021 season, he decided to retire from baseball.


10. Single: Name the Dodger who stirred up controversy when, right after L.A. won the 2020 World Series, celebrated with teammates—at times without a mask—despite being aware that he had tested positive for the coronavirus.


11. Double: In the deciding Game Six of the 1995 ALCS, this Cleveland greyhound streaked all the way from second base to score on a passed ball, taking advantage of Seattle’s Randy Johnson, who appeared to be distracted and upset by the misplay.


12. Single: From 1949 through 2020, only five players collected 100+ extra-base hits in a season. Three of them have been strongly accused of using performance-enhancing drugs, another played in a ballpark that helped hitters enormously, and the final one was a Diamondback. Name two of these men.


13. Double: In 1992, which Cleveland Indian became the second second baseman ever to hit .300 or higher while also collecting 200+ hits, 30+ doubles, 20 or more homers, and 100+ RBIs in a season?


14. Single: Who was the first second sacker to do this—and he did it five times in the 1920s?


15. Triple: During a Cleveland vs. Milwaukee game in 1996, the muscular 230-pound Albert Belle broke up a double play by smashing the Brewers’ 170-pound second baseman with a vicious forearm shot. Who was the defender?


16. Single: In 2021, who signed a contract with a West Coast club that called for his getting paid $340 million over 14 seasons, making it the longest deal in baseball history?


17. Single: Prior to that contract, the two longest contracts belonged to a Marlin, who was traded a few years after signing a 13-year deal in November of 2014, and to a Philadelphia slugger whose 13-year deal was finalized before the 2019 season began. Name either man.


18. Single: What man played more games with the Orioles than any other player? Stretch this into a double if you can name two of the next three men on that list.


19. Single: Name the Phillies’ leading or second leading player for most games played.


20. Single: Most games played by a Cub? Give yourself a double if you name two of the next three men on that list.


21. Single: Who is the Reds’ leader for games played? Go for a double by identifying two of the next three players.


22. Single: In the 2015 NLDS, this man couldn’t buy a hit, striking out in eight of his 17 plate appearances and batting .188. In the next year’s Division Series he hit lower, at .130. In the 2017 World Series he hit .222 followed by a .150 batting average and a .143 in two subsequent postseason rounds. However, in the final three rounds of playoff action in 2020, he erupted, hitting .364, .310, and .400 in the World Series. He was named the MVP in the NLCS and World Series that year. Name this Dodger.


23. Single: Name the first or second switch-hitter to reach the 3,000 hit level.


24. Single: Although this 1985 MVP played his whole career (1982–1995) with the Yankees, he only played in the postseason once, his final season. He led the AL in doubles three times, averaging close to 50 per year.


25. Triple: What outfielder who played for the Twins for his first six seasons, then signed with the Indians and finished the 2021 season with the Braves, hitting a home run on the very first pitch he saw in the majors in 2015? He also homered during his first postseason at bat.


26. Single: Two New York ballplayers own their league records for hitting the most homers as a rookie player. Name the Met who, with 53 in 2019, hit one more than his AL counterpart.


27. Single: Name the Yankee who holds the AL rookie record with 52 HRs in 2017.


28. Double: Through 2020, only four other rookies have led their league in homers. Name one.


29. Double: What big-name player was a member of the World Champion team in 2019, then opted out of the 2020 season due to his concerns about COVID-19?


30. Single: True or false—Kirk Gibson won an MVP Award but he never was an All-Star.


31. Single: Fans easily recall Gibson smashing his 1988 World Series Game One home run, but how many plate appearances did he have in that Series? a. one b. six c. 15 d. 21


32. Single: In 2018, this Washington outfielder came in second in the Rookie of the Year voting. In his sophomore season, he cracked 34 HRs while scoring and driving in 110 runs. He had three homers in the 2019 World Series. Name him.


33. Double: Pitcher “Sad” Sam Jones had the habit of taking to the mound with a toothpick in his mouth. Years after he retired, another player, a shortstop mainly for the Royals, also played with a toothpick jammed into the corner of his mouth. Who is he?


34. Single: Name the Red Sox third baseman who led the AL with 54 doubles and 359 total bases in 2019.


35. Double: In 2019, which Dodger played every position on the diamond in at least one game with the exception of pitching (which he had done once the year before), designated hitter (which he had also done before), and catcher?


36. Double: Who was the Tampa Bay player who only had three total at-bats in the 2020 World Series, but he made one appearance really count, coming through with the key single in the bottom half of the ninth inning of Game Four? Two errors took place on the same play, allowing the Rays to win.


37. Single: On the play mentioned above, the line-drive single tied the game, and the winning run scored when the Dodgers made two errors—one by center fielder Chris Taylor and the other by the catcher, Will Smith. Which Ray, after stumbling, falling, getting back on his feet, and then, realizing the throw to the plate had him dead to rights, came to a full stop well shy of home plate, still managed to score the winning run?


38. Single: After winning the AL batting crown in 1967 with a .326 batting average, that statistic fell off 25 points for this outfielder. Still, his .301 mark led the league, but it remains the lowest batting average ever to win the crown. Who is this player?


39. Single: Who is the last man to win a Triple Crown, doing so in 2012 for an AL team?


40. Single: Through 2020, who was the last NL player to win back-to-back MVP Awards?


41. Single: Through 2020, who was the very last man to win consecutive MVP trophies?


42. Double: The next several questions share the theme of speed on the base paths. For many decades Ty Cobb monopolized stolen-base records. His single-season high water mark was 96 steals set in 1915, and that stood as the record until what man came along and swiped 104 in 1962?


43. Single: After the player referred to in the previous question, who was the next mercurial runner to hold the single-season steals record?


44. Single: Who broke the record mentioned above and still is the record holder for steals in a season? You can stretch this hit into a double if you can guess within five how many bases he stole.


45. Single: Back to Cobb. Not counting Hall of Famer Billy Hamilton, who by far played the bulk of his career before the dawn of the modern era (and stole 100 or more bases four times), two men eventually eclipsed Cobb’s lifetime record for steals. Name both.


46. Single: Who holds the record for the most times being caught stealing during a season?


47. Double: Only two modern-era players ever stole 100+ bases three times. One was Rickey Henderson, whose three highest stolen-base totals came in 1980, 1982, and 1983. Who was the other man to achieve this feat?


48. Single: The 1970 AL Rookie of the Year tragically passed away in August of 1979 when, just a few seasons away from having won the MVP trophy, he was involved in an accident. Name this player who tied a World Series record when he belted hits in six straight Series at-bats.


49. Single: Who is, in fact, the only player other than Lou Gehrig to be inducted into the Hall of Fame without having to wait the required five years?


50. Double: Name either of the two hitters who rank no. 4 and no. 6 on the all-time list of highest lifetime batting averages. Clues: neither is in the Hall of Fame. One, despite hitting .356 for his career, never made it to Cooperstown due to a scandal; the other man missed out on Hall of Fame status due to factors such as his short big-league career (11 seasons) and, consequently, some low lifetime statistics such as his hitting only 113 home runs and driving in just 542 runs. Still, with a .349 lifetime batting average, it’s clear that this man could hit.


51. Single: Through 2020, who was the last player in the majors to stay with just one team for a career that lasted at least a dozen seasons? Clue: he played in the infield for the Boston Red Sox for 14 years until 2020 when, hurt, he did not play a single game.


52. Double: What team did Carlos Beltran begin his big-league career with?


53. Single: In 2007, with which team did Hunter Pence break into the majors?


54. Single: Kirk Gibson’s most memorable accomplishment is associated with the Dodgers, but with which team did he make his debut? 


55. Double: Switching gears a bit, which was the last big-league club that the 1997 Rookie of the Year Scott Rolen played for?


56. Double: With which team did Joe Torre conclude his 18-year career as a player in the majors?


57. Double: What was the last club for Julio Franco, who endured for 23 seasons and didn’t hang up his spikes in the majors until he was had become a baseball Methuselah at the age of 49?


58. Double: Who was the youngest man ever to win a batting crown, winning his only one in 1955 for an AL team?


59. Single: Who was the youngest player to win a batting title in the NL? a. Pete Reiser b. Juan Soto c. Barry Larkin d. Pete Rose


60. Double: Who was the first rookie ever to win his league’s batting title, accomplishing this with his .323 average in 1964 for an AL team?


61. Single: Who is the only other modern-era rookie to win a batting crown? Clue: he did this at the age of 27, having tons of pro experience elsewhere.


62. Single: Name this star from the clues given—he played in 40 games in 2011, but his official rookie season was 2012 when he led his league in runs with 129 and stolen bases with 49. He also swatted 30 homers, allowing him to join the 30 homers/30 steals club, and he drove home 83 runs. He did all of this even though he wasn’t on the big-league roster out of spring training, and he didn’t play in his first game that season until April 28.


63. Double: Name the player who experts say is the only man to be thrown out at first base by the left fielder after seemingly ripping a single to that field. Clue: the batter in question was nicknamed The Mayor.


64. Single: In 2021, a catcher made history by making his 17th successive Opening Day start, all with the same club. Who is this durable, valuable receiver?


65. Triple: In 2018, a catcher broke in with the Tigers and tied a record of sorts as, at the height of 6’6”, the tallest catcher ever in the majors. Name this player.


66. Double: What mercurial center fielder who starred primarily for Cleveland, but spent time with 11 clubs in all, had been a point guard for the Arizona Wildcats who lost in the Elite Eight of the NCAA tournament to UNLV by one point in March 1989?


67. Single: A famous play cost the Boston Red Sox Game Six of the 1986 World Series when a 10th-inning groundball went through the legs of their first baseman, Bill Buckner, allowing the game-winning run to score. Who became a part of baseball history by hitting the dribbler?


68. Home Run: This may be an easy one for Mets fans, but it’s rather difficult for most fans: who scored the winning run on the misplay of the easy grounder?


69. Double: Like Buckner, a Cubs first baseman also came up empty on a routine groundball. His came in a playoff game in 1984 against the San Diego Padres. The Cubs had made postseason play for the first time since 1945, but they were denied a trip to the World Series due to a groundball off the bat of Tim Flannery which trickled through the legs of their first baseman. Can you identify that player?


70. Double: Everyone recognizes the jersey numbers of famous players such as Hank Aaron with his familiar no. 44, but many stars didn’t always wear the number that became synonymous with them. Start with Aaron—what was his uniform number during his rookie year of 1954? a. 3 b. 5 c. 22 d. he wore both 3 and 5 that season.


71. Double: What number did Joe DiMaggio wear on his pinstriped jersey when he first broke into the majors? a. 1 b. 7 c. 9 d. 13


72. Double: How about Mickey Mantle? What was his uniform number when he cracked the Yankees lineup as a member of the AL rookie crop of 1951? a. 6 b. 7 c. 10 d. 44


73. Double: Time for more uniform numbers with basic math thrown in. Add the jersey numbers (the ones most associated with the players in question) together and provide the grand total of those numbers. Begin with Babe Ruth plus Lou Gehrig added together with the number worn by Yogi Berra. 


74. Triple: Start with Mike Trout’s jersey number, and then subtract the number worn by Fernando Tatis Jr. Finally, add in Willie McCovey’s uniform number.


75. Double: Start with Freddie Freeman’s number. Add in Chipper Jones’s jersey number. Now multiply the sum by the number worn on the back of Ozzie Smith.


76. Triple: Who holds the record for the most runs driven in during a season by a leadoff hitter with 103? He accomplished this with the Colorado Rockies.


77. Double: Who was the first switch-hitter to amass 100 or more hits batting lefty and 100+ hitting righty? This shortstop did this in 1979 when he was with the St. Louis Cardinals.
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