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INTRODUCTION









Welcoming you to the
wonderful world of cats!
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Cats, felines, moggies – whatever you call them - cats are

probably the most pampered of all domestic animals. Cat

lovers (known as ailurophiles) really dote on their pets.

They like the fact that, unlike dogs, their cats are haughty

creatures which come and go as they please, and are noone’s

master. Pet cats are ideal for snuggling up with while

you are reading or watching television. Some take catnaps

with you or lie on your lap and wind up their purring

motors. They jump up on your desk while you are trying to

cope with endless homework. They love to play games and

are the best of company when you are lonely or bored.




People love cats so much that nowadays there are moggy

motels, kitty water beds, dating services for cats, even cat

mouthwash! Some people have spent huge amounts of

money pampering their pussies, even leaving their entire

estates to them in their wills. Others have squabbled over

cat ownership and squandered vast amounts in court case

battles.




What you might not know about cats is that they have an

incredible history, dating back thousands of years. The

Ancient Egyptians, for instance, adored cats so much they

bred them just to be offered as sacrifices to their gods

and when their pet cat died, an entire family would shave

off their eyebrows as a sign of mourning. Some cats have

undertaken amazing adventures. What could be more

amazing than a cat that lived up a pole for six years, during

which time it mated and bred kittens? Or more incredible

than a cat that killed 20 dogs? Or more fascinating than a

cat born with four ears and another that fell from the 16th

floor of an apartment building – and survived!




There are many great stories in this book about cats of all

shapes and colours. So, curl up in a comfy place with your

cat (if it agrees) and read it some stories about its feline

friends from all over the world. Maybe one day your pet

will tell you a tale or two about a cat’s life which will make

your hair rise and your skin go pimply!
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Chapter 1







CATS IN HISTORY









Cats have been around for a
very, very long time - even
longer than people!


Check out some of
our colourful history.
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THE FIRST CATS


The ancestor of all domestic cats is the African Wild Cat,

which still exists today.


CAT’S NAMES


Puss seems a natural derivation of Posht or Pasht, which

were names used for “Bast”, ancient Egypt’s cat-headed

god. The Romans called the cat felis from the root word

felix, meaning “a good and auspicious omen” which was

linked to magic. Later, they began using catta, the same

name as the weasel, as both cats and weasels were used as

vermin catchers.


OLDER THAN MAN


The cat has been around (in one form or another) even

longer than people. Ancestors of the modern-day kitty

have been found in fossils dating back fifty million years.

Cats were most certainly domesticated 3,500-4,500 years

ago and may well have been domesticated as early as

8,000 years ago. A cat’s jawbone, discovered in 1983 at an

excavation site in southern Cyprus, was dated at 6000 B.C.


CLASSIFIED CATS


Cats are classified in the order Carnivora (meat-eaters),

which had its origin near the dawn of the Cenozoic Era. About

sixty-five million years ago, mammals called creodonts

evolved with canine teeth for stabbing and sharp-pointed

cheek teeth for chewing and shearing meat.


CATS IN ART


Probably the oldest representation of a “pet cat” is that of

a clay figurine showing a woman cuddling a cat. This was

found at Hacilar, a Neolithic site in Turkey. It is dated from

more than 7,000 years ago.







4





[image: image]






HOW TO WIN A WAR


King Cambyses ll of Persia was at war in 525 B.C. When he

reached Memphis in Egypt, he tried to take the city. However,

the wall was too high and too strong. Then he had a brilliant

idea. He knew that the Egyptians would never hurt a cat

because they considered them sacred: in fact, if anyone was

caught injuring a cat they could be put to death. Cambyses

got his soldiers to round up as many cats as they could find.

Then he ordered that the poor litt le pussies should be killed

and tossed over the wall. When hundreds were thrown over,

the Egyptians were so horrified at what was happening to

their precious cats that they flung open the gates of Memphis

and surrendered.








Xavier - a cat with a
regal history.


Little Legs Cat Rescue, QLD
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FIRST NAMED CAT


Nedjem (meaning “Sweet” or “Pleasant”) is said to be

the first cat to be given a name. It dates from the reign of

Egyptian Pharaoh Thutmose III (1479 B.C.-1425 B.C.).


SACRIFICED CATS


Despite laws, said to have protected cats in Ancient Egypt,

some cats were bred specifically to be sacrificed as offerings.

The cat was the symbol of the sun-god in those times, so

many cats were sacrificed to Horus, the rising sun. X-rays

of surviving mummies reveal that many cats died less than

18 months old; half were under four months old. In many

cases their necks had been deliberately broken.


LOVED CATS


Cats in Japan were much revered, and in A.D. 600 were kept

in pagodas to guard precious manuscripts. The Japanese

believed that a cat crossing one’s path meant good luck.


CHRIST’S CAT


An old Italian legend says a cat gave birth in the stable at

the same moment as Mary gave birth to Jesus.


ROMAN CATS


Ancient Romans often kept animals, such as cats, ferrets

and even snakes, to keep down rats.


WITCHCRAFT AND CATS


By the thirteenth century, the Church needed a scapegoat

to blame for the ills of the world, and it found witchcraft;

the cat was an innocent bystander that was also persecuted.

Cats were often accused of being the “witches’ familiar,” and

many a sad old woman was killed because of her kindness

to a cat.
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CRUSADER CATS


During the Middle East


Crusades, seamen took cats


along on ships to control rats


and consequently the cats


spread far and wide.








Lovely Laikaya.


Little Legs Cat Rescue, QLD
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FALL FROM GRACE


The first short-haired cats were taken to North America

by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620. The Mayflower sailed from

Plymouth, England carrying 102 settlers, numerous cats

and other animals including dogs, pigs, goats, sheep and

poultry. They arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts after a

65-day voyage.


SIAMESE GIFT


Siam was the first Siamese cat to reach the United States

of America. The cat was a gift in 1878 from the American

Consul in Bangkok to the wife of the American President,

Rutherford B. Hayes. Siamese cats originated in Siam (now

known as Thailand). Legend has it that they were the

companions of kings and priests and that they guarded

temples.


CAT KILLING


During the Renaissance, the Catholic Church, by order of

Pope Innocent VIII, decreed the destruction of all cats.

Thousands of cats were burned each month in England

during the Middle Ages, until the practice was stopped by

King Louis XIII in the 1630s.


CAT SHOWS


The first recorded cat show was in St. Giles, Winchester,

England, in 1598. It took the form of a side-show at the

St. Giles Fair. Prizes were given for the best ratter and best

mouser. The first American cat show was held in Madison

Square Garden, New York City, in 1895;200 cats competed

over a four-day period.
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OLD ENGLISH TOM CAT


The Old-English name for a tomcat was Gib or Gibbe-cat.

This term is still used in parts of England and Scotland, and

it seems to apply specifically to old, sorry-looking male cats.


CATS IN ENGLAND


By the tenth century, domestic cats had arrived in England.

They remained quite rare, however, and were highly prized

as protectors of grain for they killed the rodents that

infested the grain.








PUSSY PILGRIM


The first short-haired cats were taken to North


America by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620. The


Mayflower sailed from Plymouth, England


carrying 102 settlers, numerous cats and


other animals including dogs, pigs, goats,


sheep and poultry. They arrived in Plymouth,


Massachusetts after a 65-day voyage.
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Awesome Aria.


Little Legs Cat Rescue, QLD
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Chapter 2







CAT
ADVENTURERS









Cats are fearless, curious and
love to explore.


Check out some of these
awesome cat adventurers...
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HIGH RISE CAT


Mincha, a black Argentinean cat, ran up a 40 feet (12

metres) tree in Buenos Aires one day — and never came

down. Kind local people took it in turns to push food up

to her on a pole and the milkman delivered daily. Six years

and several kittens later, Mincha, the most eccentric cat on

record, was still alive and well and living in her “high-rise

flat” in South America.


POST HASTE CAT


When an armed robber held up the sub-post office in

Abbot’s Moreton in Worcestershire he was attacked by a

cat. The owner’s cat, Lucky, leaped over the counter and

struck her claws into the gunman, making him shriek and

then flee in terror! Lucky was rewarded with a new blue silk

cushion and a medal from the UK’s Postmaster General.


TIGER WOMAN MOTHER


In 2005, a Burmese woman breastfed two Bengal tiger

cubs at a zoo in Rangoon. The cubs were taken from their

mother Noah Noah, after she killed the third member of

the litter. The woman, Hla Htay, 40, has three children, the

youngest seven months old. She fed the cubs before their

teeth developed.


The Bengal tiger, Panthera tigris, is listed as endangered

on the World Conservation Union’s red list, with the global

population estimated at fewer than 2,500. A tenth of them

live in Burma, where they are under threat from poachers.

Tigers are killed for traditional medicines, trophies and

their skins.


CAT KILLS DOGS


In 1976 a mystery cat in Hong Kong killed more than 20

dogs. According to local people it was about 4 feet long and

black or gray in color. It was never caught.
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